TAN MAN CHUYEN CON GIAP




Chuot - hinh twgong doc dao trong van hoc

Muoi hai con giap, chudt ditng hang dau. K¢é ciing la?Hinh dang bé nhé xau xi, phdm
cach hén ha dang khinh, thé ma chudt dwgc nguoi xwa x€p trudc ca nhirng con vat uy
minh nhw hg, linh hién nhw rong. Di thé, nim Ty - véi biéu twgng con chudt, con 1a

nam dau ctia mot ky, chu ky 60 nam.

Muoén hiéu vi sao nguoi xwa c6 quan niém ky cuc nhw vay, phai lat chong sach c tra
cteu. Sach Nhi nhd, thién Thich thién ghi: Thai tué’tai ty viét khon don. Xin ché hdp tap
hiéu khon don theo nghia dwong dai, nhw khdn dén la cudi thang chay quanh ting tién
tiéu tam! Phai tim dén ngtr nguyén (sens étymologique) ctia nd: hon mang. Lai dwgc
thay cau: Thién khai w ty, dia tich w siru, nhan sinh w din. Thi ra, nguoi xua chon chudt —
giong vat sdng 1an It chui ric trong hang hdc, gitta tranh t6i tranh sang dé bidu tuong
cho thoi ky dat troi hon mang, khi &m duong chua dinh, t8i sang chuwa phan.

Ciing that tinh co, tdc phdm van hoc chit ndm c¢6 nhét con gitt dugc trong van hoc nude
ta lai viét vé chudt: Trinh thir. D6 1a mot truyén tho dai 850 cau cta Tran triéu xt si HO
Huyén Quy. Chudt bach gda chong di ki€ém moi nudi con, mot hom, bi con gio 10¢,
chudt bach chay nédp trong hang gan day. Khong ngo trong hang ¢6 méot chudt duec.
Nhan ltac chudt cai di v:fmg, chuot duec toan gid tro tan tinh sam s&. Chuot bach cu tuyét,
liéu chét bao toan trinh tiét. Dang luc, chudt céi vé. Ngo chdng va chudt bach thong
dam, chudt cai ndi con tam banh. Chuét bach hét 161 minh oan r6i ra vé. Nhung chudt
cai khong tin, than dén hang chudt bach danh ghen. Bat ngo meo xuét hién, chudt cai
hét hoang nga tom xudng ao. Tac gia la H6 Sinh — vn biét tiéng chim mudng va nghe
lot cau chuyén - lién du6i meo, vét chudt cdi roi 1dy 10i phai trai giai phan, ca tung tam
long trinh tiét ctia chudt bach.



Truyén tho ngu ngon Trinh thir vira kin ddo bdc 10 tam s cua tac gia - quyét gi long co
trung vdi triéu Tran sau khi H6 Quy Ly 1én ngdi, vira la bai hoc luan ly cho nguoi doi.
Nhung khong hiéu sao tac gia lai chon loai chudt lam nhan vat ca minh?

Mudn biét qua giong ho nha chudt, hay doc Hich bit chudt ctia cu D6 Chiéu. Tuy chang
phai nha sinh vat nhung cu D6 Chiéu to6 ra rat am hiéu ly lich nha chudt:

Long moc x6m xoam, tuc kéu xa lat
Ténh hay idn vit; long ching kiéng de
Chd 6 an hang 16 nhiéu bé
Duong qua lai dao soi ldm ngdch
Nghe hoi dong véi vang linh mdt, nhdt qud me cheo.
Cho dém khuya sé lén it ra, lieng hon cha khi.
Goi danh hidu: chudt xa, chudt lit, chudt chii, chudt cong anh em giong ho nhiéu tén.
Tra qudn chi: & nha, & ruéng, 6 rach, 6 ngoi bidu ban non song lam 16i.
Lén nhé ring déu bon cdi, dn ciua nguwoi thiam toi biét bao.

That ra, nha tho néu c6 bon giong chudt lai trung hét hai. Xa va chu chila mét. Co thé
b sung thém: com, dong, chii, ca xd¢, bach, dtra, an... Pay cling chi la nhitng giéng
chudt gan giii véi dan ta. Ban nao ham doc ¢d van nén luu tam dén méy giong chudt
“Tau” sau day. Chung da dugc dung nhw nhitng bi€u tuong co gia tri dién ¢ trong van
hoc Trung Qudc ¢d can dai: Twong thir, gidng chudt & dat Twong thudc tinh Ha Bong.
Thinh thoang, Twong thir lai di bang hai chan sau. Nguoi Trung Qudc cho viéc chudt di
nhu nguoi 1a vo 18. Tt &6, ké vo 1€ goi 1a Twong thi!

Nguoc véi Tuong thie cé Lé thir. Gidng chudt nay biét lo xa, thwong dao hang cat giau,
tich trit lwong thuc lai nhiéu ty 4i, biét gitt “tiét 18”. Chting sé tu sat hang loat néu hang
0 bi xdm pham. Bén day, khong thé khong nhé dén but ky ctia dng Wells- nha sinh vat
ndi tiéng ngudi Anh. Ong cé nhitng trang miéu ta hang van con chudt dién cudng lao
dau xudng nudc ty tram. Nhung han ngudi Anh chang bao gid phong cho nhitng con
chudt ay danh hiéu Lé thtt nhu ngudi Trung Qudc!

Trong thién Khuyéi hoc, Tuan Tt nhac d&én Ngé thir - gidng chudt thuong séng duwdi cay
ngo6 dong. Theo Tuan Tw, Ngo thir con cb tén Ngii kij thir, nghia la giong chudt c6 dén
nam tai. Nhung khd thay, chang c6 tai nao ctia Ngo thir dén noi dén chon: biét bay
nhung khong bay qua teong thdp, biét treo nhung khong treo sudt than cay, biét boi
nhung khong boi qua khe hep, bi€t chay nhung khong chay nhanh hon nguoi, biét dao
hang nhung khong du sau d€ gidu minh. Tuan Tw 1dy Ngii kj thir d€ ran nhitng ké nhiéu
nghé ca tré hiip nudc.



Tro lai van hoc nudc ta, chudt duoc dung trong danh ttt, thanh ngtt, tuc ngtt khong
thiéu gi.

Khi thi dwa vao hinh dang nhw dua chudt, loai dwa trai dai, thon giong minh con
chudt. Dudi chudt, chiéc ré cai ctia cdy dam thang xudng dat. Chugt riit, tinh trang co co
rat vi hoat ddng qué nhiéu, cac chat ba khong kip luu chuyén bang su ho hap. Bt
chudt, tro choi cia tré con, diing ngén cai va ngoén gitta bAm vao bép thit canh tay roi
giat manh, b:flp co ndi 1én mot cuc béng chti chugt con. Tat nhién la giat trén canh tay
ctia ban, vi tro choi nay dau dén chay nuwdc mat!

Khi thi vi von: Lii nhiw chudt, wét nhiw chudt I9t, len lét nhw chudt ngay, dau voi dudi chudt,
chay nha bay mat chudt, chudt sa chinh gao, chu¢t gam chan meéo, lu du nhw chugt chit phdi
khoi...

Chudt ¢6 dang loét choit, bd dang len lét, doi mat 4o liéng, hoi ham ban thiu lai chuyén
can pha mila mang, 40 quan nén thuong dé chi hang nguoi ti tién dang khinh trong xa
hoi. Tu &6 Vuong Doan trong Tam qudc chi goi bon twdng si dat Quan BDong H6 Van Tai
va Duong Chinh Tu la “Quan Dong thit tit”. Vé sau, cau nay trd thanh thanh ngit chi
hang nguoi bat tai: Li chudt nhit 6 Quan Dong!

Trong ca dao Viét Nam, chugt — nhat la chudt chu- da tré thanh mot hinh tuwong doc
d4o. Hodc chi ké xdu khong biét minh xau lai chuyén buoi méc nguoi khac:

Chudt chii ché khi rang hoi
Khi toét miéng cuweoi: “cda ho may thom”

Hodc nhitng nguoi khong tu biét minh, doi hoi nhitng diéu ma minh khong dang dwoc
huong:

Chim chich ma ddu canh soi
Chugt chu trong ong doi soi gwong Tau

Nguyén Hitu Chinh vao Nam ra Bac, vay viing ngang doc mot thoi. Khi that thé vé qué
¢ Nghé An, Chinh bi mét nhém v6 danh ti€u t6t vay bét ndp cho vua Lé. Chinh may
thoat dwoc. Tuc truyén rang vi vay trong dan gian c6 cau hat:

Di cung bon bé chin chu
Tro vé x6 bép chudt chit gagm chin
That oai am, cac vi d0 hwong thi tir doi Lé trd vé trude c6 danh xung dong am véi tén
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cua mot giong chudt to con, xau xi: 6ng cong — chudt cong. Vi thé, trong bo tranh tét,
nguoi nghé si dan gian lang HO ¢6 biic vé mot ch chudt ngoi trén kiéu do mot dan
chuot khiéng hau véi du co quat tén long xanh do6 va ca tam bién “An t vinh quy” ctia
vua ban nira. btrc tranh gép phan cham biém ché d6 khoa ctit dwong thoi, ciing nhw mot
nha tho khuyét danh viét bai vinh con meo, ¢ may cau an du rat tha vi nhw sau:

Chi quyét phen nay v0 lay cong
Roi Ién dai cdc sé nghéu ngao!

Trong van hoc hién dai chuot van con 1a mdt hinh tuong doc dao trong tho ngu ngon
cua La Fontaine, truyén ctia T6 Hoai, John Steinbec, Albert Camus. Nhung ttr xwwa dén
nay, ngoai trtt mot vai treong hop ddc biét, trong van hoc, chuot van la hinh twong xau
xa can trir khtr. Boi 18 trong thue t&, chudt 1a mot giong vat doc hai. Mdi nam, cé hang
van nguoi trén thé gidi chét vi bénh dich hach do chudt gay ra. Chudt pha hoai lwong
thue, mua mang khong ké xiét. Chudt an ludn miéng va c6 thé an tir 200 dén 400 gram
lta moét ngay. Da thé, chudt lai mén dé, tir 9 dén 10 Itta mét nam, mdi ltka tir 6 dén 22
con!

Mot trong nhitng tac phdm van hoc sém nhat cua loai ngwoi, Kinh thi, da c6 nhiéu bai,
nhiéu cau néi 1én hiém hoa chudt. Nhung qua d6, nguoi dan Trung Qudc con gri gam
tam sy cam ghét bon quan lai phong kién boc 16t, mot duc dan den. Xin gidi thiéu
bai Chudt xu:

Chudt, chudt xu kia oi
Liia tao cim mdi thi thoi tie ray
Bao nam da nudi than may
Nao may cd biét tao ddy nguoi nao
Bo may tao sé ligu tao
Tao dén noi nao la dat yén vui
Dit yén vui! Dat yén vui!
Mong ra noi dy tao thoi yén thin

Nha tho Nguyén Pinh Chiéu ké tbi loai chudt cu thé hon:

Tui Dong Pha thwong biva tha girng
Rudng Dong Qudch ghe phen cin liia
Nép gao cua troi nudéi mang, an phd roi con kéo xuong hang
Ném mén ciia chiing che thin, cian ndt r6i lai tha vao 16
Hodc nam ngira cin dudi tha tring vit, gdy nén thang té chiu don oan
Hodc leo diy ngong cd gam gio heo dé’'tiéng con doi mang tiéng kho.



Va to ra quyét liét trong viéc diét chudt, khong cam chiu va tron lanh nhu nguoi nong
dan Trung Qudc trong Kinh thi.

Ché dé'con nao sa lgu, phdi ra tay ldp 16 tam banh
Dirng cho chiing né sdy ra, phdi hét siec trie do luc tic!

Gidng chudt chua bi tuyét diét trong hang ngach cling nhu trong cudc song. Nhung
nhan dan ta khong con s¢ loai pha hoai tinh ranh, khong con vira ghé tom vtra phai goi
ching bang “6ng”: dng thiéng, ong tyj... Xin dén trede ngd cau ddi ¢6 d& dén xuan méi
va cling dé€ khép lai bai phiém luan dau nam nay:

Nim ty, loai nguwoi khong so gi ong chudt
Nim chudt, loai nguwoi khong sg gi ong ty.



Hinh tugng chuoét trong van hoa va van hoc
Chudt 1a loai vat ludén hién hiru trong cudc séng con ngudi, bao gom ca doi song vat
chat 1an doi s6ng van hoéa tinh than.

Tt Pong sang Tay, tit C6 chi Kim, chudt da trd thanh biéu twong lién/xuyén van hoa
mang sttc manh biéu trung cho y niém da chiéu vé vi try, nhan sinh, tdm linh, nhan
tinh. Danh xung “chudt” da di vao ngon ngir doi sdng qua 1oi an, tiéng néi hang ngay,
qua thanh ngt, tuc ngtt, ca dao, truyén co va trd thanh hinh twong nghé thuét trong cac
sang tac van chuong.

Chuét - biéu twong van hoa nuée doi

Vi didc tinh loai, chudt sinh s6i ndy no rat nhanh, va la mot trong nhiing loai c¢6 kha
nang thich nghi cao véi moi mdi truong séng. Ching cé mat khap noi va con ngudi
khong it Tan “cham tran” véi chung. Cau chuyén ctia nguoi va chudt trong cudc dau
tranh sinh ton dién ra trong sudt hanh trinh lich st nhan loai. Chudt duc khoét nha ctra,
pha hoai miia mang, gdm nhdm luong thuc, va gieo rac mam bénh kinh hoang cho con
nguodi. Chiing nghiém nhién tro thanh ké thi nho bé, dong dtc va nguy hiém cua loai
nguroi. Con ngroi so hai, ghét bo va tim moi cach tiéu diét chang. Song theo quy luat
sinh thai ty nhién va tinh than, con nguoi van gén b6 véi chudt, tham chi quy chudt va
tho chuot. Day chinh la tinh niedc doi trong van hoa ting xtt ctia nhan loai khong chi
riéng vdi loai chuot.



Trong van hoa phwong Tay, chuot thweong duoc lién twdng voi nhirtng y niém tiéu cuec,
xau xa: ké phd hoai, ké chiém chd, ké &n c:flp, ké gieo ric tai hoa - bénh tat. Tt thoi ¢
xua, chudt la “mot biéu tuwgng am ty, dong vai tro quan trong trong van minh Dja trung
hai ttr thoi tién Hy Lap”(1). Tin nguong tho chudt duoc cho 1a ra doi ¢ Hy Lap tir thé ki
XV trude Cong nguyén. Trong bo st thi Hy Lap vi dai Iliad, Homer da ké cau chuyén vé
mot con chudt bach linh thiéng sng dudi ban tho than Apollon trén dao Tenedos.
Ciing trong bd st thi nay, than Apollon duoc nhac dén dudi ci tén Smintheus - phdi
sinh ttr mot tir c6 nghia 1a “chudt”. Ngay tir cai tén da thé hién tinh nuwdc d6i cua biéu
twong: con chudt truyén dich hach la biéu tuwgng ctia Apollon - than gieo bénh dich
hach; nhung mat khac, Apollon lai che ché loai nguoi chdng lai cac loai chudt - vi than
cia mua mang. Va ciing tir day, chudt than co tén la Apollon Smintheus dwgc nhiéu
cong dong ton tho. Qua cac cau chuyén luu truyén dudi thoi Hy Lap C6 dai, ching ta
duoc biét nhiéu bd lac da coi chudt la vat to (totem), dung tén chudt dé€ dat tén thanh thi
va tén thi tdc, 18y hinh anh chudt lam biéu twong cho cdng ddng hodc in trén dong tién.
Song dan da, nhitng nguy hai khting khiép ctia loai chudt gay cho nguoi chau Ay, nhat
la cac con dai dich cudp di mang sdng cua nhiéu ngwoi, khién chiing mat dan dia vi va
sw ton tho trong van héa phuong Tay.

Thé nhung, trong van hoa dai ching, chudt lai trd thanh biéu twong co stc lan toa 16n,
nhat 1a véi the gidi tré tho. Chudt Mickey va c6 ban gai Minnie dang yéu, nhan vat hoat
hinh - biéu twgng cua hang phim Walt Disney, xuat hién [an dau nam 1928 chuyén tai
thong diép sau sac vé “mot anh ban nho ¢§ gang hét stic nhitng gi anh ta c6 th
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tat ca
st thanh cong 16n bat dau tir mot chii chuodt bé nho” (Walt Disney). Cuu Tong thong

My Jim Carter tting ndi: “Chudt Mickey 1a mot dai st thién chi, mot nha kién tao hoa
binh, c6 thé vurot qua moi rao can ngdn ngt”. Hay hinh anh chti chuft mau nau thong
minh, 1ém linh, 1au ca - Jerry trong chudi phim hoat hinh Tom va Jerry dwgc sang tao
nam 1945 boi William Hanna va Joseph Barbera cua tdp doan truyén thong My Metro-
Goldwyn-Mayer, da vuot qua moi quan hé gitra ké di san va con moi thuong thay.
Thay vi la “nan nhan” trong su sap dat ctia tao hda, Jerry da khong it lan danh bai va
hanh ha meo Tom. Véi cau chuyén meo va chuét, cac tac gia da chitng minh, khong co6
gl la tuyét doi, ngay ca quy luat ctia tu nhién, con nguoi c6 thé tac dong dé€ thay doi mot
phan nao do; va quan trong hon, mdi quan hé loai phai dwoc khoi sinh ttr sy ton trong
lan nhau.

So vé6i phuwong Tay, phuong Dong, nhat 1a nhitng khu vize gan véi nén van minh nong
nghiép ltia nwdc, ddu an cua loai chudt in dam trong doi song lao dong, sinh hoat, va
ddc biét trong van hoa tinh than con nguoi dam nét. Loai chudt trong van hda phuong
Dong cling mang biéu tuwong ¢d tinh chat nuwdc d6i rd rét(3). Trong than thoai ctia mot
s6 dan toc Pong Nam A, chudt 1a “an nhan” khi gan véi nan dai hong thuy va sy tai



sinh ctia 1oai nguoi. Dan toc Kammu mién Bac Thai Lan van leu truyén cau chuyén vé
chudt triuc da béo hiéu cho hai anh em (mot trai va mot gai) vé con dai hong thuy sép
stta dién ra. Nho d6, hai anh em thoat nan, sau tu két hon d€ tai sinh nhan loai. Cing
véi motiv dai nan - tai sinh, trong cac cau chuyén c6 Indonesia va nhiéu tdc nguwoi Dong
Nam A con nhic dén viéc chudt dy bdo mua nuwde li dang cao c6 thé nhan chim lang
mac, va dé tranh nguy co bi huy diét, con nguoi da dong tau thuyén, chuan bi lvong
thye vuot bién tim vung dat trd ngu mdi. Trong hanh trinh dau tranh sinh ton véi thién
nhién, chuét cling tré thanh thuc pham cttu déi con nguoi.

Van héa Trung Hoa mang ddc tinh ctia hau hét ving van hdéa nhan loai. Bdt ké loai hinh
chan nuoi hay trong trot, tir khép moi mién, chudt hién hitu nhu mot phéan cua cude
song. Chung chiém vi tri dau tién trong 12 con giap, va duoc xem la biéu twgng cua sw
trung thug, long vi tha, chi cau tién, tinh hao phéng. Sy ton sinh ctia cu dan noi day dua
nhiéu vao thanh qua trong trot, vi vay, nguoi Trung Hoa luén &m anh vé sttc pha hoai
khung khiép cua loai chudt. O mot khia canh khéc, kha ndng du bao thién tai cia chiing
da gitp con nguoi tranh dwgc cac nguy co, rai ro do thién nhién trong lao dong va cudc
song. Do d¢, trong tin ngudng ctia nguoi Trung Hoa ton tai tuc tho chudt, nhiéu vung
con dung miéu, t8 chitc cting bai, dang 18 dé cau mong mtia mang boi thu, doi sé'ng
binh yén. Tinh bi€u trung hai mat nay cua loai chudt cling xudt hién trong cac nén van
héa Nhat Ban, Triéu Tién, An D6 va nhiéu viing vin héa lan cn.

Chuot trong van héa va van hoc dan gian Viét

V&n hoa Viét gén lién v6i nén van minh lta nudc, ¢6 nhién, loai chudt cling dy phan
khong nho vao doi song vat chat va tinh than ctia ching ta tir ngan xuwa. Do nhiing
phién toai va nguy co ma loai chudt gay ra, nguoi Viét luén tim cach ché ngu va tiéu
diét chting. Hinh anh chudt thuong duwoc lién twdng bang nhitng ¥ niém tiéu cuc: pha
hoai, do ban, tai hoa; dong thoi dwgc vay muon nham am chi vé thanh phan “gim
nham”, gian 1an ctia cai. Tuy vay, nguoi Viét ¢d van danh cho chung mot vi tri nhat
dinh trong van hoéa tinh than ctia minh.

Trong 12 con giap, chudt dugc xép ding dau, trén ca loai vat linh thiéng va uy manh
nhu Rong, HO, da thé nam Ty con la nam dau ctia mot ky - chu ki 60 nam. Diéu nay co
thé duoc li giai mot phan béi ddc tinh sinh s6i ndy né cuia chiing phu hop véi udc vong
mua mang bdi thu cua cu dan vung trong trot. Khong nhitng vay, luong thuee la ngudn
song dac biét quan trong, n6é quyét dinh dén sy ton vong ctia con ngwoi; ma trong thoi
so khai, khong loai nao huy diét mtia mang bang chudt. Mdi de doa mat muia, chét d6i
boi loai chudt luén thwong triee trong tam thite nguoi Viét. Vi vay, 6 mot phuong dién
nao dé, chudt con dang so va khung khiép hon Cop (day ciing 1a hai con vat duy nhat
trong 12 con gidp dugc nguoi Viét ton xung “ong”: dng Cop, o6ng Ty). Vé sau, khi nén
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ndng nghiép phat trién, cdi d6i khong con 1a ndi 4m anh, cling véi viéc con nguoi tim ra
nhiéu phwong cach tiéu diét chung, sy sung bai vdi loai chudt cang giam dan. Nguoi
Viét gan cho chiing nhitng bi€u trung xdu xa: lwoi lao dong, thich thu hwong, chuyén
duc khoét, gioi moi méc cta cai chung. Cé thé néi, véi nhitng déc tinh loai, chudt vira
khién con ngwoi s¢ hai, ghét bo, vira dwgc con ngwoi ton quy, tho phung. Tt biéu
twong van hoa, hinh anh chudt da dich chuyén, khic xa vao doi sdng con nguoi. N6
chuyén cho nhiéu biéu trung doc ddo, thu vi trong ngdén ngir va van hoa.

Hinh anh con chudt ciing trd nén gan gii, than thudc trong tam thirc va 10i dn tiéng ndi
ctia mdi ngwdi dan Viét. Chudt va nhitng dic tinh ctia né da di vao 10i dn tiéng néi dan
gian, noi duc két nhiing kinh nghiém tng x& véi thién nhién, xa hoi, con nguoi; noi gin
gitt nhitng triét ly s6ng, tng xtt. Dyra vao cac by phan cta chudt, nguoi Viét da sang tao
kho tir vung phong phu lién quan trong doi séng: dira chudt (loai qua thon dai c6 hinh
dang con chudt), ré chudt (chiéc ré cdi ctia cay giong chiéc dudi chudt dam sau xudng
dat), tro choi bat chudt (dung ngdn cai va ngén tro bam vao bap thit canh tay, noi do sé
ndi lén mot cuc giong hinh con chuét nho). Hay ching duoc dung trong thudt ngtt y
hoc - chudt riit, chi tinh trang co bi co rut khi hoat dong nhiéu. C6 khi dan gian con
dung d€ chi mdi quan hé nam nit bat chinh, 1én lat, khong dang hoang: chim chugt.

Trong kho tang van hoc dan gian, ngwoi Viét thwong khai thac nhitng ddc tinh khong
mady t6t dep cua loai chudt d€ lién tudng, vi von, am chi vé con nguwoi. Hinh anh chudt
vi von cho tinh trang khon dén, khé sd, that bai ctia con nguoi: Ust nhwe chudt 10t,
Chut chay cung sao, Chudt sa ctii meo, Loi théi nhu meo say chudt, Ném chudt vo lu...
Dac biét nhiéu nhat, chung duwoc dung am chi vé nhiing théi hw tat xau cua con nguoi:
vong on bdi nghia, lam on mic 0adn (Chuot cin day budc meo), hom hinh, ty cao tw dai,
dai cac rom, dua doi khdng phai 18i, tro nén 16 bich (Chudt ché x6 bép chang &n/ Cho
ché nha dot sang ndm bui tre; Chuodt chtt deo dac; Chim chich ma dau canh s6i/ Chuodt
chti trong cdng doi soi grong tau; Voi du, ché d, chudt chu ciing nhay cang; Méo khen
meo dai dudi/ Chudt khen chudt nho dé chui, dé treo), khoe khoang, khoac lac, pho
treong, vo tich sw (Chudt chu lai c6 xa hwong; Pau voi dudi chudt), khong biét minh
biét ta (Chudt chi ché khi rang hdi/ Khi méi tra 1i: ca ho may thom), ngu dét con ra vé
ta day (Chuot chu ném gidm), vo ki ludt, lgi dung lam bay (Meo ra ctra, chudt xudéng
ca), gia tao, che ddy ban chat that, cudi cung cting bi 16 tay (Chudt doi vo triing; Meo gia
khodc chudt; Chay nha ra mdt chudt; Chudt chay hd dudi), liéu linh, dai dot, phiéu luu
v0 161 (Chudt gam chan meo; Meo nho bét chudt to), co hoi, phat 1én nho van may chit
khong phai bang thuc liec hay c8 gang (Chudt sa chinh gao; Chudt sa bo nép), cham
chap, lu du (Lu du nhu chudt chu phai khoi), gian xao, 1am 1ép, chuc cho hai nguoi
(Mt doi may chudt; Len 1ét nhu chudt ngay), lwoi biéng, tron tranh trach nhiém (Lui
nhu chudt), map mo, gian doi, lai cang (N6i doi néi chudt; Nira doi ntra chudt). ..
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C6 thé néi da phan hinh anh chuét trong tam thitc nguroi Viét déu mang cam hing phé

phan, ché giéu, gieém pha, da kich vé théi hu tat xdu ctia con ngurdi. Mot kho tang phong

pht thanh ngtt, tuc ngt, ca dao... cho thay kha nang quan sat tinh t€ ciing nhu sy tham

thily sau cay ctia dan gian. Va d6 ciing la cach nguoi xuwra gti gam nhiing bai hoc vé 16i
song, cach Ging x& clia con nguoi trong cong dong.

Chuot - hinh teong ngu ngon van hoc

Chudt khong chi xuat hién trong van hda, van hoc dan gian, ma con trd thanh ngudén
cam hiing trong cac sang tac van hoc viét. Nhitng y niém nuwdc doi vé chudt cling duoc
khtic xa qua van hoc, khién hinh twgng chudt trd nén da sdc mau. Qua sang tac cua cac

nha vin, thé gidi loai chudt hién 1én sinh dong, chan thuc, sac nét, phang phat béng
dang ctia cudc sdng, tinh cach loai nguoi. Céc tac gia da lién twong, an duy, ngu ngdn,
két ndi dé chuyén tai nhiéu thong diép sau sac va thd vi vé vii try, nhan sinh, nhan tinh,
nhan vi ctia con nguroi.

Trinh thir (Con chudt trinh tiét) 1a truyén tho Nom dai 850 cau luc bat va 2 bai that ngdn
Puong ludt, hién c¢é nhiéu y kién khac nhau vé tac gia va thoi di€ém ra doi. Theo Duong
Quang Ham trong Viét Nam thi vin hop tuyén (1968), tac pham la ctia Tran triéu xt si HO
Huyén Quy, séng vao cudi thé ki XIV dau thé ki XV. Nhung hién nay, theo Triéu
Duong trong Tir dién vin hoc (b6 méi), cd thé bude dau xac dinh truyén Trinh thir phién
ban Nom thoat thai ttr mot tdc phadm van xudi chit Han nhan dé Déng thanh trinh thir
truyén (Truyén con chudt trinh ti€t 6 teong thanh phia Pong), ra doi vao ntra sau thé ki
XIX. Ciing theo nha nghién ctu, tac gia caa Trinh thir Nom c6 thé la mdt nho si sdng vao
thoi d6(2). Cau chuyén ké vé con Chuot Bach dang di kiém an bong nghe thay tiéng ché
sua, so hai chay nap vao hang Chu6t BPyc. Chudt Pyc bén tim moi cach ga gém, du dj,
nhung Chudt Bach kién quyét tir chdi, khang cy. Bi€t khong thé lay chuyén, Chudt Puc
danh chtra then va dé€ cho Chudt Bach ra vé. Nhung vira ra dén ctra, n6 gap Chudt Cai
vé hang. Chuét Cai ndi mau ghen chay dén nha Chuét Bach xi v4, nhuc ma. Meo ¢ dau
xudt hién, Chudt Bach chay thoat, con Chudt Céi sa xudng ao. May lac d6 c¢6 Ho sinh
cteu giup, dudi Meo di va vt Chudt Cai lén, sau d6 minh oan cho Chuot Bach, dong
thoi khuyén nhtt Chuot Céi can biét cach khuyén do chong. Co thé thdy, Trinh
thir muon cau chuyén loai vat d€ ca ngoi hinh anh ngwoi phu nit géa chong chung thuy,
da kich bon dam dat gid tro ong budm va phé phan nguoi dan ba ghen tuéng mu
quang. Mot sO su kién con an y hudng vé tinh hinh chinh sy triéu Tran, chia mui nhon
vao bon quyén than luén cti, ban ré lwong tam, déi 1ay danh vong, dia vi. Luan ly dao
dtic c6 phan hop véi quan niém cta nhan dan lao ddng, song van ning tinh than 18 gido
phong kién chinh thong khi yéu cau nguoi dan ba phai chiu dung, nhwong nhin, véi
mdt ké nhw Chudt Puyec, tuy c6 phé phén, song tac gia lai ngam ung ho “lam trai ba bay
maoi xinh”.
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Vian hoc Trung dai con xuat hién mot tac pham rat dang chu y viét vao khoang cudi thé
ki XIX caa Nguyén Dinh Chiéu 14y hinh anh chuét lam chat liéu sang tac - Thdo thir
hich (Hich danh chudt). Tac gia da mwon hinh anh ho nha chuét xau xa, hén mat, tham
lam, bi 6i d€ am chi thuwc dan Phap, qua d6 vach tran t4i 4c bao tan, cudp nudc hai dan
cta chung: Co sao lgi dem long quy quai?/ C6 sao con lam thoi gian tham?/ Tii dong pha
thwong bira tha gieng;/ Rudng nam qudch ghe phen cin liia./ Nép gao ciia troi nudi mang, in
phd r6i con kéo xudng hang;/ Ném mém ciia chiing che than, cin ndt lai tha vé t6.

Pén van hoc hién dai, hinh anh chudt tuy xuat hién khong nhiéu, song cling thé hién
chat ngu ngon, giéu nhai, tiéu biéu nhw O Chudt, Truyén ga chudt bach (1942, T6 Hoai)
va SBC la sin bat chudt (2011, H6 Anh Thai). Viét vé loai chudt, T6 Hoai da khong theo
dinh kién thong thuong - ghét bo, coi khinh, ma véi mot quan niém madi mé, it nhiéu c6
thién cam. Cau chuyén vé thé gidi loai chudt phang phat hinh anh ctia con ngwoi véi
nhiing tap tuc sinh hoat, nhitng canh budn vui, nhitng tinh cach phtic tap. Vi kha nang
quan sat tinh twong va sy nhap vai bién hoa, tac gia da I6ng vao nhitng phan nguoi voi
biét bao ndi doi bé mon, co cuc, ti1 tung trong xa hoi thie dan nira phong kién. Con
trong SBC la sin bt chut, véi bat phap hién thie huyén ao cung 18i viét giéu nhai, trao
16ng sau cay, H6 Anh Thai da phac hoa mdt thé gidi chudt va cudc chién vdi con nguoi.
Hinh twong chudt trong tac phdm cta H6 Anh Théi mang bong déng cta tranh Bong
H6 Bam cwéi chudt, nhitng chti chudt ndi tiéng ctia van hda dai chung phuong Tay va
ca nhitng cht chudt quang may tinh hién dai.

Trén thé gidi, so vdi cac loai vat khac, mac du chudt it khi dwoc lya chon lam nhén vat
trung tdm trong van hoc, song khong vi thé ma hinh tugng nay tro nén it dac sac. Ngay
ttr cac cau chuyén ngu ngdn ctia La Fontaine da mwon chudt lam hinh anh dé€ dn du vé
kiéu hop phu phiém, phat biéu vu vo roi giai tan, khong mang lai két qua gi: ... Té ra
cudc ludn ban thdt hao/ C6 la gi ban ldo xwa nay/ Chﬁng la viéc chugt thé' nay/ Viéc din vigc
nuéc ciing hay ban xang (Hoi dong chuét - Nguyén Van Vinh dich).

Chudt ludn xuat hién trong hanh trinh lich st nhan loai, ching tré thanh chiing nhan
va tac nhan 4m anh con nguoi. Tiéu thuyét ndi tiéng Dich hach (1947) cta Albert Camus
da tai hién vé tham hoa do loai chudt gay ra, cudp di sinh mang biét bao nhiéu con
nguodi. Nhitng cai chét phi li d€ lai trong nhan loai ndi hoang mang, lo au, so hai vé
nhitng diéu bat trac c6 thé xay ra bat ct Itic nao trong cudc séng. Cau chuyén vé nan
dich hach con mang nhitng du cam bat an vé bat ki hinh thitc bao lwc hodc phi bao lwc
nao clng trd thanh mdi de doa cudc song loai nguodi, co thé de nang 1én nhan loai trong
twong lai. Trong tiéu thuyét Cua chudt va nguoi (1961), John Steinbeck qua hinh anh cua
chuot da an du vé s6 phan lang bat, tréi ndi vo dinh, hoang mang lac 16i ctia nhitng ké
lam thué trong thoi ki Dai Khung hoang. Trong cudc ddu tranh sinh ton véi thién nhién
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va chinh ban thé, ké yéu thé budc phai song cay nghiét, c6 doc, bat chdp moi diéu ké ca
sw tha hoa, bién chat; cudi cung, con nguoi cling nhu loai chudt, “nhing dw tinh hoan
hao ctia chudt va nguoi thuong khong thuc hién duoc”.

Trong s nhitng tac pham viét vé thé gidi loai chudt, co 1€ tieu thuyét Gié qua ring
liéu (1908) ctia Kenneth Grahame mang mau sac twoi sdng hon ca. Tac pham kinh dién
cua van hoc thiéu nhi Anh nay duwgc ménh danh 1a “Cudn Sach Cua Moi Nha, mdt cudn
sach ma moi ngudi trong gia dinh yéu mén, va trich dan lién tuc, mot cudn sach dwoc
doc to cho moi nguoi khach méi nghe va dwgc xem 1a tiéu chuan dé xac dinh gia tri caa
nguoi d6” (Loi gidi thiéu cua Alan Alexander Milne (1882 - 1956). Bon nguoi ban Chuot
Nudc, Chudt Chiii, bac Ling cung Ngai Coc trai khody voi nhitng cudc phiéu lweu ky
cuc trén va bén song, va ca trong toa lau dai hoanh trang ciia Ngai Coc da vé nén mot
th& gidi thién nhién ki thi. Dang sau cau chuyén ctia chudt va nhitng nguedi ban, tac
pham da truyén di thong diép sau sac vé tinh ban, 1ong vi tha, cao thuwong, vé tinh yéu
thuong, cong sinh, cho d&n hom nay van khién biét bao thé hé doc gia say mé.

Tt mot biéu twong lién van hda, chudt da in “dau chan” trong tin nguwdng, phong tuc,
van hda nhan loai néi chung va nguoi Viét ndi riéng tir thud xa xua. Qua trinh dich
chuyén, tham thau tr bi€u tuong dy da thé hién ddc trung van hda, dan toc trong cach
nghi, 16i ndi ctia mdi tdc ngurdi. Kham pha vé biéu twgng chudt trong van hda nhan loai,
dac biét trong ngdn nglt va doi song nguoi Viét cling la cach dé ching ta ti€p can, kham
phé va luan giai nhiing biéu hién da dién, nhiéu chiéu, phtic tap cia van hda, tam thtrc,
dan tdc tinh. Bé"mg diém nhin van hda, tinh than nhan ban, biéu tuwgng chudt da ndi két
nhing ki tcc van hda nhan loai vdi cudc sdng hién dai, tir toc nguodi nay dén tdc nguoi
khéc vé cac van dé vii try, tw nhién, ton sinh, ddu tranh ctia mdi cd nhan, dan toc véi
thién nhién va trong ban thé mdi nguoi.
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Hinh twgng con triu trong cac nén vian hoa

Trau la mot trong nhitng vat nudi gan giii voi con ngudi. Chiing dwgc thuin hda rét
s6m (cach nay khoang 6.000 nim). Trau hién dién trong doi song lao dong vat chat
cho dén doi song tinh thin ctia ngudi dan. Tuy theo cic nén van héa ma chiing 6 sw
uwu ai va dia vi khac nhau.

1. Con trau trong vin hda cic nwdc trén thé gidi

O Philippines, trdu carabao, trau tamaraw dugc xem la mét biéu twong cua quoc gia.
Hinh anh con véat xudt hién trén dong xu 1 peso Philippines phién ban tir 1980 dén dau
1990. Ngay nay, trau rieng Philippines cting 1a linh vat cua doi thé thao thudc Pai hoc
Vién Dong (FEU Tamaraws) tai Hiép hoi Thé thao Pai hoc ctia Philippines, va Toyota
Tamaraws thudc Hiép hoi Béng rd Philippines.

Mot s6 dan tdc coi trau nhu biéu twong cua su giau c6 hay dia vi xa hdi. Chang han toc
nguoi Mahafales & phia Nam ddo Madagascar rat xem trong trau, ho cam nhing cot go
tac hinh trau trén mo dé biéu thi dia vi xa hoi va sy giau ¢ cua nguoi da mat.

O chau Phi, ngudi ta ca ngoi sttc manh ctia loai trau thong qua truyén thuyét Qudi vt
minh trdu, ddu bo Catoblepas trong than thoai Ethiopia cd. Catoblepas la vi than ¢é hinh
dang minh trau dau bo. Chiéc dau cuia Catoblepas ludn hudéng xudng dat do cap sting
qué ndng, cung chiéc lung 16n ¢ nhiéu gai nhon sé bao vé chung khoi ké thu. Chiang ¢
thé giét con méi bang hoi tho va anh nhin boi kha nang hda da con mdi bang cach nhin
thang vao mat d6i phuong!. Quéi vat nay thieong dn mot loai cé cd doc tinh moc bén
song.

Dai véi nguroi dan Hy Lap, con trau duc duoc xé€p ding dau trong quan niém vé 12 con
giap, tiép do la son dwong, su t, ltra, cua, rdn, ca sau, hong hac, vueon, chim wng, chudt.
Tai Tay Au, nguoi ta coi chiéc ti va lam bang sttng trau 1a biéu twong ctia nganh buu
chinh do vao thoi trung ¢d, vi di nhiéu noi nén cac lai buén da kiém luén ca viéc chuyén
thu, buu kién. Mdi khi dénh mot noi ho lai théi ti1 va sting trau d€ moi nguredi dén nhan
hodc gtri thu.

Nguoi dan Ai Cap c¢0 dai thi coi trau rirng twong trung cho stec manh va sy diing manh.
Nguoi Ai Cap xép con trau vao trong danh sach 12 con giap nhu nguoi Hy Lap.

C6 1€ hinh twong trau xudt hién nhiéu hon ca la trong van héa pheong BDong. Nguoi
phuong Pong da tim thdy va dat tén cho bon chom sao, gom 28 ngoi sao chinh goi la

nhi thap bat tt, trong d6 c6 sao Nguu thudc chom sao Huyén Vii ndm & phuong Bac
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tng véi hanh thiy, thudc vé mtia dong. Ho cho rang sao Nguu, sao Dau la nhitng ngdi
sao sang, thuong duoc gan cho nhitng nguoi cé tri tué trac viét. Mot sd dan toc theo
Phat giao & phuong Dong cé nhiéu cau chuyén vé con trau, muon hinh anh loai vat nay
dé ndi vé triét ly, van hoa, dao ly song, d6 la tu chdn ban than, tu chan tdm nga nhw thé
dang thuan phuc mét con trau.

Tranh phong thuy

O An Db, hinh twong con trau mang nhiéu y nghia trai nguoc. Mot mat nguoi theo dao

Hindu cho rdng con trau la biéu twong ctia cai chét. Jean Chevalier va Alain Gheerbant

trong Tir dién biéu twong vin hoa thé Qidi cho biét: “Trong tranh tirong Hindu gido, nd la vit
cudi v 1 biéy hiéu ciia Yama, thin chét. O Tdy Tang ciing thé, te thin mang diu trau”.

Mat khéac, nhitng nguoi trong gidao phai Gelugpa - phdi Mii trum vang - B6 tat
Manjushri lai cho rang nguoi bai mién su chét ¢6 biéu twong mang dau trau. Con trau la
hinh anh dién pham cua asura (nguoi khdng 16) Mahesha, bi Candi - mét hién than caa
Uma hay Durga - chién the“'mg va chat dau. C6 1€ boi trau thich dam lay nén né duoc dat
vao quan hé véi tinh &m w6t b chién thing boi mit troi hay han han. Ciing vi thé, & An

Do nguoi ta giét trau t€ than vao cudi mua mwa. Nhung trong tranh twong ton giao,
asura xuat hién dwéi hinh dang nguoi, trat bé dan hinh thé con vat bi chém dau va diéu
nay c¢é mot y nghia linh thiéng?®.

Tai Indonesia, toc nguoi Balak, nguroi Minang Kabaus trén dao Sumatra va nguoi
Torajas trén dao Salawesi déu rat sung kinh trau nhu mot biéu twong ¢é vai tro 16n
trong cudc sdng. Su tich ctia ngroi Minang Kabaus ké rang 6ng t6 ctia ho nhd mot con
trau ma danh thang duoc gidc cuedp, vi thé dan toc nay quyét dinh 18y tén la: Trau chiéi
thang (Minang = trau, Kabaus = chién thang). Trong dam cudi ctia nguoi Batak, bao gio
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cling ¢ t6 chtre choi trau voi y nghia nhitng ddc tinh ctia con trau chién thang sé truyén
sang doi trai gai méi 18y nhau.

Trau cling chinh la mét trong s6 12 con vat tuwong trung cho chu ky 12 nam Dija Chi caa
ngudi Trung Qudc, Viét Nam, Nhat Ban, Han Qudc, Bac Triéu Tién va nhigu qudc gia
khac & chau A. N6 gan lién véi dia chi Stru, diing hang thit hai sau Ty va ding triede 10
con vat khac. Vé tinh am duong, 12 con vat dwgc chia xép thanh hai cyec am va duong
ding dan xen nhau, trong do6 con trau (Sttu) thudéc am. Nhitng nguwoi tin tedng vao
chiém tinh hoc Trung Hoa luén gan nhiing déc tinh ctia trau véi su can cti, siéng nang,
that tha, khde manh... Nhitng ai sinh vao nam nay thuwong dwoc cho la cudc song cd

nhiéu vat va.

O Trung Qudc, con trau ciing déng vai trd quan trong trong nhiéu phrrong dién vin
hoc, ton gido, hoi hoa, ca dao, tuc ngit, phong tuc... Nguoi ta quan niém trau la thanh
vat nén thuong dung lam vat t& 18, 1a biéu twong cho cau ndi gitra troi va dat, nguoi va
tién d€ than tién ban phudc lanh cho mua thuan gié hoa, miia mang boi thu, nhan gian
an binh. Ai mo trdu vang dén nha la diém phu quy, cudi trau vao thanh 1a c6 hi sy, trau
sinh nghé la tam thanh y nguyén,... Trong truyén thuyét Nguwru Lang Chitc Nir cho biét,
Nguu Lang la vi than chan trau ctia Thuong d€ vi say mé mot tién nie dét vai tén la
Chttc Nt ma bo bé viéc chan trau. Chic Nt cling vi mé tiéng sdo cia Nguu Lang ma
tré nai viec dét vai. Ngoc Hoang gian, bét ca hai phai 6 cach xa nhau, nguoi dau, ké cudi
song Ngan. Sau d6, Ngoc Hoang thuong tinh cho hai nguwdi mdi nam dwgc gdp nhau
mot Tan trén cau O Thuede vao dém mung 7 thang Bay am lich. Lic chia tay nhau ca hai
déu khéc, niedc mat ctia ho roi xudng tran gian thanh con mua nhe goi la mwa Ngau.
Bén canh d6, con trau cling xuat hién trong nghé thuat tao hinh Trung Hoa t&r hang thé
ky trude. Tiéu biéu nhuw bd tranh Thdp muc nguwu d6, tirc muoi bire tranh chan trau noi
tiéng trong Thién tong, twong tng véi qud trinh hanh dao cua mot nguoi phat nguyén
dat gidc ngd rat ndi tiéng. BO tranh nay duoc cho la ¢é tir thoi Lao T (571 - 471 trude
Cong nguyén), dén thoi nha Tong (960 - 1279), bd tranh nay mai thdy xuat hién tai cac
thién vién. Va sau do, duoc coi la tiéu biéu vé Thién ctia Trung Qudc noi riéng va Thién
phuong Dong ndi chung, va duoc phd bién rong rai tir Dong sang Tay.
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Tranh cua hoa sij Dang Mau Tyu
2. Con trau trong van hoa Viét

Viét Nam la nudc nong nghiép lia nudc, ludn xem “con trau 1a dau co nghiép”. Véi vai
tro hét stec quan trong nhu vay nén hinh anh ctia né duoc thé hién phong pha ¢ nhiéu
dia phuong va trén nhiéu linh vuc.

Trong san xuét thoi trude, khi chura ¢6 may méc hién dai thi strc kéo rat quan trong.
Nha nao lam noéng hau hét déu nudi trau hodc bo. Viéc nguoi Viét ai cling thudc nhiing
cau tuc ngtt, thanh ngt “tau trau cuwdi vo, lam nha...”, “rudng sau, trau nai”, “chin dun
muoi trau”... da noi 1én vi tri, vai trd quan trong cta con trau ddi véi san nghiép nguoi

lam nong. M&i gan bé mat thiét nay con thé hién xuyén sudt hanh trinh doi ngueoi: tir

Itc bé thi chan trau, cat co gitip bd me, vira két hop mo cua bat 6c hay danh khang,
danh thé... 16n 1én thi diéu khién trau cay btra, kéo xe... khi vé gia, sttcc khoe suy giam

thi cdc cu dng, cu ba lai tiép tuc dat trau, chan nghé gitip con chau... r6i khi qua doi,

trén ndm md ngudi nong dan cd moc dé trau an... Trai qua qud trinh gan bé 1au dai,
hinh anh con trdu dan di vao tho ca, tuc ngt ca dao ctia ngwoi binh dan cung nhiing tac
pham van hoc. Trong tac pham Luc siic tranh cong, phan quan trong nhat danh cho trau,
non mot tram cau, cing la phan hay nhat, tac gia khuyét danh da phac hoa rd nét chan
dung, dtc tinh ctia trau nhu dé nudi, cé nhiéu cong lao ddi véi viéc gitip con ngudi san
xuat, ¢6 nhiéu lgi ich kinh t&, dac biét thit trau, sting trau duwoc dung trong nhitng
chuyén 16n chuyén nho ctia doi nguoi.

Nhung ¢4 1€ chinh qua trinh lao ddng bén nhau cung nhiing nét tuwong dong vé sd
phén, tinh cach gitta nguoi ndéng dan va con trau méi la yéu td quan trong khién cho
trau va nguoi trd thanh doi ban than thiét, thuy chung. Con trau hién lanh cham chi, vat
va mdt nang hai swong “lam khong kip thd, an chang kip nhai” nhw nguoi, trau ciing
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that tha, chat phéc, chiu thiét thoi do “trau cham udng nudc duc”, trau cling virng chai,

manh mé nhw ngroi, “khde nhw trau” 1a 10i khen tang nhitng ai c6 sttc khoe. Tuy ban

tinh hién lanh song trau cling 1a mot loai vat diing manh, thién chién, khong dé bat nat.

Vi stec khoe phi thuwong “6m trau hon khoe bo” va cdp sting 10i hai, trau la mot chién

binh xuat sic. Dan gian lwu truyén cau chuyén Trdu doan két giét hé'la mudn day ngudi
doi bai hoc vé tinh than doan két, hiép dong strtc manh dé chdng lai ké thu.

Mot sd vung phia Bic nhu D6 Son (Hai Phong) hang nam c6 tuc 1€ choi trau. Cé 1é tuc
nay bét nguon tir mot cau chuyén duoc ghi lai trong sach Thuy kinh chii. Day 1la mot b
sach viét vé hé thong song ngoi thoi co dai ctia Trung Qudc do nguoi thoi Tam Quoc
(220 - 265) bién soan (dén nay chwa biét chinh xac tén cua tac gia). Noi dung sach cho
biét, huyén Cau Lau ¢ Giao Chi c6 gidng tiém thuy nguu (trdu ¢ ngam day nudc)
thuong 1én bo choi nhau, bao gio sttng mém ra lai nhay xudng nuwdc dé€ sung cting lai,
roi chuing lai 1én bo choi nhau ti€p. Pay cling 1a bao hiéu ctia ngay con nudc theo lich
trang.

Dac biét, hinh anh con trdu con déng vai tro quan trong trong doi sdng tinh than cua
nguoi dan. Chiéc sting trau goi 1én hinh anh trang lwdi liém bi€u tuong ctia nwdc trong
tin ngudng ndng nghiép. Lic dén giao thira, ngudi ta thuong xem trau nam hay trau
diing, trau ngoanh dau ra ctra hay vao trong dé biét nam do6 lam an ¢4 thuéan loi hay
khong. Con trau con xuét hién trong 18 hdi dan gian véi vai tro 1a vat t& 18 linh thiéng
ciing phan 4nh tin ngudng noéng nghiép ctia ngudi dan Viét Nam. O Bic Giang tir xa
xtra da c6 tuc t& trau, tho trau trong cac 1& hoi truyén théng, viéc nay néi 1én vi tri, vai
tro quan trong cua con trau trong nén van hda cd truyén ctia ngwoi dan noi nay.

Déi vdi nguroi Cham, tdc nguoi chiu anh hudng 16n tir van hoa An Db, hinh teong con
trau la vat cudi ctia than Yama (than chét) hodc la con quy dau trau Mahisasura. Theo
than thoai An Do, Mahisasura 1a mot con quy bién hoa gia dang con trau dé lam hai
tran thé; n& than Uma da xudng tran dé chién ddu tiéu diét trau quy Mahisasura. Nhu
vay, ho cling coi con trau dai dién cho thé gidi am ctia nguoi chét.

V6i nguoi Thai, con trau déng mat vai tro rdt quan trong trong san xuat 1an doi séng
tinh than véi cau tuc ngt “Con trau la cai nén nha”. Khi Tét dén, ho thuong cho trau an
banh chung, 1a dong... Trong tap tuc cwedi xin cua ngwoi Thai cling c6 su hién dién ctia
hinh anh con trau. Tién nap dat trong tuc cwdi truyén thong cua dong bao Thai: Nén
bac duoc goi la “Trau nam”, tién thay nén bac dwoc goi la “Trau dirng”. Vi nén bac véi
trau cé nghia la coi trau quy nhu nén bac.

Ciing gidng nhu vay, con trau gan lién vdi 18 tuc ctia nhiéu cee dan ban dia 6 viing
Truong Son, Tay Nguyén nhu M'nong, Co Ho, Gia Rai, Co Tu... Ttr xua, hg da nhan
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con trau lam vat t6 trong tin ngudng t6 tem (totemism). Ho ciing thuwong dung trau dé

giai quyét cac viéc 16n trong gia dinh, dong ho va ca buén lang: Mua chiéng bang trau,

mua ché bang trau, dung nha, cudi ga, cac 1& hoi mirng dwoc mua hang ndm ciing bang

trau. Trong luat tuc, nhitng t4i trang vi pham nghiém trong cac quy dinh cua cong dong

nhu xtic pham than linh, lam nhitng diéu kiéng cit, loan luan déu dung trau d€ phat va
hodc cting x6a tay toi 15i.

Trong ngon ngtr nghé thuat tao hinh cia mot s6 toc nguoi, hinh anh duoc st dung lam
chti dao van la con trau. Nguoi San Chay xay dung nha & c¢6 két cau nhi mot con trau
than (thay nguu). Bon ¢t chinh twong trung cho 4 chan, rui me nhw 1a xwong swon, néc
la s6ng lung. Thung cam duoc ddt ngay chan cot chinh, canh ctra ra vao chinh la da day
ctia trau than, nguoi va gia stic bAm vao d6 ma séng. Boi vay, day 1a chd linh thiéng
trong nha, 1a noi tho than nuodi cua gia dinh. DBéi v6i nguoi Co Tu, trau cling la mot
hinh tuong cha dao trong mo tip trang tri truyén thong. Hinh twong trau khong chi
mang y nghia tdm linh ma con la biéu twgng ctia niém hy vong dat dén cudc sdng sung
tac, giau cd. Trén hai dau bac cap bang gd khi budc 1én guol (nha cong dong) c6 hai dau
trau nhin chinh dién vdi cdp sting cong, go nodi cao & hai bén, cai dau hoi cti xudng, doi
mat budn bén canh hai tai dwoc cach diéu cup xudng. Trén néc guol, cap sting trau
duoc dat 6 dau hoi. Ngoi nha la biéu teong cho hinh anh con trau véi toan b cdu trac
1a sy mo6 phong hinh dang con trau véi bon chan cao c6 d€ vitng, minh tron, séng lung
oan xudng véi nhitng ddt gai song nhap nhd. Bo xwong 1a hinh anh ctia bo suon nha véi
song lung la don ndc, cac xwong swon la hé thong vi keo. Trén dinh ctia ngdi nha cé hai
vong cung hudng vao nhau nhu hai céi sting. Trén cac tdm van thung doc lién két
khung nha, 6 hai dau tdm véan, ngwoi ta thuwong tac hinh steng trau, dau ky da véi
duong nét tao hinh uyén chuyén. Kiéu kién trac nay mot lan nita dwgc 1ap lai khi nguoi
Co Tu dung nha md cho nhitng nguoi da khuat. Nhw vay, con trau, véi nguoi Co Tu, la
biéu twgng cho su hoan hao, mong wéc vuon dén cudc séng an lanh, giau sang, no am.

Tranh dan gian Déng HO
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Hinh anh con trau con dwgc cac nghé nhan dan gian thé hién doc ddo qua nghé thuat
tao hinh dan toc nhu tranh dan gian, diéu khic,... Con trau trong hoi hoa Viét Nam
dugc thé hién tir nhitng nét in khac dung di ctia tranh dan gian Dong H6 dén nét vé

hién thuc, twong trung va ban triru twong. Trau 1a biéu twong cta sy can cu, cham chi,
cyc nhoc va khoe manh. Trong tranh BPong H6 con ghi nhan hinh anh con trau di sat

véi sinh hoat lang qué, v6i nhiing cht bé muc dong d€ tdc chom thoi tiéu trén lung trau
gitta nhitng canh dong laa chin vang, hay bén nhiing lay tre xanh c6 nhitng con trau
dang thong dong nhai cé sau nhitng gio 1am lung vat va. C6 thé ndi, con trau ludn gan
véi nét van héa dong qué binh di, mdc mac cua nhitng thdon xom sau lity tre lang. Sau
nay hinh anh con trau cling di vao hdi hoa Viét Nam véi cac tac pham ctia nhiéu hoa si
nhu Nguyén Sang véi Choi trdu, Nguyén Tw Nghiém véi Con nghé, Nguyén Tién Viét
véi Hoi dm viing cao...
*

Hinh anh con trau hién dién trong nhiéu nén van héa trén thé giéi. O mdi nén van héa,
con trau lai c6 nhitng vai trd khac nhau trong doi sdng vat chat 1an tinh than. D3c biét, &
nhiing viing cé nén van minh ndng nghiép lda nuwdc 1au doi, trau con gan véi mot loat
nhitng phong tuc, 18 hdi nhw choi trau, thi trau, ta on trau... DPoéng thoi, con trau cling di
vao nghé thuat, tro thanh dé tai, nguén cam hiing phong phti ctia van hoc, hoi hoa, diéu
khic... nhu mét 18 tw nhién. Vi nguoi Viét, trau khong chi la vat nudi ma con la ngwoi
ban than thiét “mot nang hai swong” véi ngudi ndng dan. Trong ky tic ctia mdi ngudi
Viét van ludn ¢ mdt hinh anh chi bé chan trau théi sdo hay am vang bai ca dao “Trau
oi ta bdo trau nay”...
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Tuc té than trau dwdi thoi Nguyen

Trau 1a loai dong vat thich nghi véi hé sinh thai dam lay, &m, &m thudc khu viec Dong
Nam A. N6 la mot nhan té cau triic hitu co ctia nén van minh néng nghiép trong laa
nudc Viét Nam “Con triu 1la ddu co nghiép”, “Trén dong can, duéi dong sdu/ Chong

cay vg cay con trau di bira”...

Té trau duwdi trieu Nguyén

Con trau gén lién v6i doi song ctia nguoi Viét, ddc biét 1a trong cong viéc nang nhoc:
trau kéo cay dudi dong rudng; trau kéo gob trén ngan; trau duoc dung trong chién
tran... Ttr doi s6ng thuc, con tradu da di vao linh vuc tinh théan, tam linh cta nguoi Viét,
trong do: tuong trau bang dat nung da duoc gidi khao c6 tim thay trong cac di chi Tién
Hoi, Pong Dau; vat trang stec hinh dau trau tim thay ¢ di chi Pinh Chang - Ha Noi;
hinh anh tré muc dong Viét Nam véo von thoi sdo trén lung trau; trau hién dién trong
tranh dan gian va diéu khac gb dinh lang thé ky 17-18(1); con trau - mdt trong mudi hai
con giap...

Trong 143 nam trj vi dat nudc, bén canh nhitng quy chuan phdap ludt trong bd may
hanh chinh, triéu dinh nha Nguyén con t& chitc cac 1é t& Nam giao, 18 Ban séc (phan
phat lich Van toan nam), 18 cay rudéng Tich dién, 18 t& dan Xa Tac... hay ban hanh nhiing
18 tuc mang tinh gido duc nhan dan y thitc cham lo lao d6ng, san xuat. Tuc t& trau dat
va Mang than la mot trong nhitng tuc 1é dang quy do.

Sach kham dinh Pai Nam Hoi dién su 1€ ghi lai r@“mg: "Mang thin va trdu dat la 16 doi c6’
dé’khuyén cay, lai la viéc dau xudn, cé quan hé dén goc 1on ciia sinh din... nquyén la i cham
viéc lam rugng, khuyén bao, gitip d6, 0 Kinh thanh da cw hanh triedc thi cdc dia phirong ciing

nén tudn lam tét cd...”(2). D€ chuln bi cho 18 t& trau dat va Mang than, triéu dinh nha

Nguyeén giao trach nhiém cho Kham Thién Gidm va ty Vit Khd hang nam dén ngay
"thin" sau ngay dong chi td chirc cho hang thg thay dén 1ay dat va nuwdc ¢ Phuong than
Tué duc vé lam 3 con trau dat va 3 vi Mang than, dung cay dau, cay gia dé€ lam thai cot.
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Quan vién cac dia phwong phai doc thac ty Chiém hdu mang thg dén Phuong than Tué
dtrc 1ay dat va nuwde vé lam 1 con trau dat va 1 vi Mang than(3).

Theo quy dinh cta triéu Nguyén, trau dat c6 minh cao 4 thuwdc nha Chu (bang 1 thudc
9 tdc 2 phan) d€ tuong trung cho 4 mua, chiéu dai tir dau dén duoi trau la 8 thudc nha
Chu @€ tuong trung cho 8 tiét(4).

Pubi trau dai 1 thudc 2 tac d€ twong trung 12 thang, dudi phay vé bén ta hay hitu cin ctt
vao nam am hodc nam duwong(5). Néu ndm dé nham nam duwong thi dudi trau phay vé
bén ta va nguroc lai. Nam duwong thi miéng trau ha va nguoc lai...

Mang than cao 3 thudc 6 tac 5 phan dé twgng trung cho 365 ngay trong mot ndm. Nét
mat ctia than dwgc to diém dé bi€u hién vé trai tré theo cac nam: ty, ngo, mao, dau; gia
theo cac nam: dan, than, ty, hgi va tré con: thin, tudt, siru, mui...(6).

Sau khi lam xong trau dat va Mang than, Kham Thién Giam c6 nhiém vu xem xét ngay
gid 161 hop ban cting bo Lé chon ngay gio t6 chitc 18 t&. Theo quy dinh cta triéu dinh,
can phai chon gio "thin" cua ngay 1ap xuan, néu gio "thin" lap xuan vao lic dém toi thi
chon gio "thin" sau khi troi da sang rd maéi lam 18,

Triéu dinh nha Nguyén quy dinh rang: d6i véi phti Thira Thién, triedc 1ap xuan 2 ngay,
cac quan vién phai lwa chon manh déat sach sé, ngoai ctra chinh dong ctia Kinh thanh dé
dat dan t€. Cac binh dich thudc phu c6 trach nhiém dén ty Vi Khé nhan linh cac an
mau do mang vé phu thy d€ chudn bi thiét tri trau dat va Mang than trong ngay té.

Séng sém trudc 1ap xuan mot ngay, pht Thira Thién t6 chirc 1am 18 t& trau dat va Mang
than, nhitng nguoi phu trach coi viéc bay dat cac hwong an, nén den, 18 pham... Dén
gio lanh, cac vién Dé ddc, phu Doan, pha Thira... ddc suat thudc vién méc do quan theo
nghi thitc t& giao cling véi nghi triegng, tan, long, nha nhac dén 1am 1€ tai cdc 4n tho
trau dat va Mang than. Sau khi 1am xong 18 t&, 18 rwedc cac 4n tho trau dat va Mang than
veé dat tai nha bo Lé 2 an, phu thy Thita Thién 1 4n. C4c 4n tho duoc canh gitt can than
doi dén hém sau lam 1é chinh thic.

Ttr td mo sang ngay lap xuan, pht Thira Thién va cac dia phuwong cling t8 chikc 1am 1é
chinh. B6 Lé hoi dong vé6i pht Thira Thién va cac quan vién & Kham Thién Gidm déu
mac triéu phuc dén lam 18 tai cac an tho trau dat va Mang than & nha bo Lé. Lé t& duoc
t6 chitc long trong theo nghi 1& cung dinh. Sau khi lam 1& xong, vién pht Doan Thira
Thién vé phu thy, mang trau dat va Mang than ra danh 3 roi d€ to y khuyén cay.

Dai véi cac dia phuong to chiic t€ va rude vao ngay lap xuan. Cong viéc chudn bi phai
bat dau tir hom trude, dan t& duoc dit o hudng dong ngoai thanh quach cac tinh so tai.
Quan dia phuong cé nhiém vu d6c suat thudc vién chuan bi d6 1 chu tat, doi dén gio
lanh tat ca cac quan vién doi mii, mac 4o thuwong triéu cung nghi treong, tan long, nha
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nhac... dén 1am 18 t€. Sau khi hoan tat 18 t& cic an tho trau dat va Mang than dwoc rude
vé pha. Quan dia phwong dy 18y roi danh 3 roi r6i kinh dét trau dat va Mang than
trong cong sanh.

Sau ngay t& trau dat va Mang than hang nam, phti Thita Thién mang trau dat va Mang
than [an trudce giao cho ty Vi khd luu gitr. Riéng cac dia phuwong thi chon manh dat
sach dé€ chon cat. Tuy nhién, tit nam Minh Mang tht 11 (1830), triéu dinh ra lénh cho
pht Thira Thién cung ban bac véi b Lé va ty Vit Kho lya chon chd dat sach dé€ chon
cat trau dat va Mang than ctia ndm trudc nham giam tai kho luu gitt ¢ Vit Kho,

Tuc t€ trau dat va Mang than vao nhiing ngay dau xuan la mot trong nhting my tuc ton
tai dudi thoi Nguyén. Day 1a mot hinh thiec gido duc truyén théng yéu lao dong, nhac
nhd nhan dan cham lo san xudt, khoi day y thitc ty ceong cua nhan dan Viét trong
nhiéu thé ky.
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Chuyén vé cop ddu voi noi H6 Quyén
duwdi trieu Nguyen
Nam gin do6i Long Tho 6 bo Nam séng Huong, thudc thanh phd Hué tho mong, H6
Quyén la mot ddu trwong duoc xay dung kién c6 nham dé to chirc cac tran chién sinh
tir gitra voi va cop cho vua va triéu dinh Nguyén dén xem giai tri. DAy 1a tha vui tiéu
khién, rat dwgc wa thich ctia nhitng ngwoi ditng dau triéu dinh.
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Trewong ddu H6 Quyén dwgc vua Minh Mang cho xay dung vao ndm 1830, 6 bo Nam
song Huong, cach Kinh thanh Hué 4 km. Moc ban sach Dai Nam thwc luc chinh bién dé
nhi ky, quyén 64, mit khac 9 c6 ghi ngan gon vé viéc nay nhu sau: “Xay dap H6 quyén
(chudng hod) & go Long Tho”. Viéc xay dung HO Quyén ciing duoc Mdc ban sach Khim
dinh Dai Nam hoi dién sy 1¢, quyén 210, mat khac 28 ghi rang: “Nam thtt 11, dap chubdng
ho & con Long Tho, xay gach, mdt ngoai cao 1 truong 1 thudc 5 tac. Trén ¢6 lan can xay
bang gach cao 1 thudc 7 tic, mat trong cao 1 trieong 4 thudce 7 tc. Trong thanh dap 516,
ngoai thanh mé mot ctra cao 8 thude 7 tac, rong 4 thudc, 5 tac, hai canh ctra dung g6, da
khac bién ngach rang: “H8 quyén”, chung quanh rdng 32 truong 9 thudc”.
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Ban goc Mdc bian sich Dai Nam thwc luc chinh bién dé nhi ky, quyén 64, mdt
khic 9 ghi vé viéc vua Minh Mang cho xdy dap H6' Quyén, nam Canh Diin
(1830)- Nguon: Trung tam Luwu triv quoc gia IV

H6 Quyén la mot cong trinh kién trac doc ddo, khong c6 mai che, d6 sd, kién ¢ nhuw
mot thanh tri. Treong ddu gom hai vong twong thanh hinh tron dong tam xay bang
gach vo, trat voi vira. Twong day 1,1m 6 nén va 0,5m ¢ dinh. Puwong kinh cta vong
teong ngoai la 45m, chu vi 140 m, cao 4,5m. Vong tuong trong c6 duong kinh 35m, chu
vi 110 m, cao 6m. Hai vong tuwong cach nhau 4m ¢ nén va 3m & dinh. Khoang gitra hai
vong tudong duoc dap dat ngang chidu cao ctia vong tuwong ngoai tao thanh con duong
dat chay vong tron phia trén ddu truong (chi gian doan 6 khan dai vua ngoi). Tte dwdi
chan twong c6 hai cau thang dé€ di 1én mat con duwong dat. Cau thang th nhét c6 20 bac
danh cho vua va hoang gia. Khan dai la mot khu dat hinh ch nhéat dién tich 96m2 cao
1,5m so véi mat duong dat. T trén khan dai nhin xudng nguoi ta thdy khu long chao
cta truong ddu. Cau thang thit hai ¢6 15 bac danh cho linh va déan lén xem. Khoang
gitra hai cau thang la mot 16i vao rong 1,9m, cao 3,9m danh cho voi di vao treong dau.
Con duong chay vong tron bén trén ctta vom nay duoc thu hep lai bféng mot chiéc cau
nho bac qua vom ctra. Duéi 1a mot bo ctra gd 16n, ¢6 hai cdnh, cac ban [é bang d4 nay
con nguyén ven. Ddi dién véi khan dai danh cho vua ¢ phia bén kia cta ddu treong 1a
5 cai chudng cho ho (cop) va bao. Phia trén cai chuéng ¢ chinh gitta c6 mot tdm bién
béng d4 cham hai chit Han “H& Quyén”.
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Mgc bin sich Khdm dinh Dai Nam héi dién sw 1, quyén 164, mdt khic 21
ghi vé kién triic, quy mo ciia HO quyén duwdi trieu Nguyén - Nquon: Trung
tam Lwu triv quoc gia IV

Dudéi thoi cac chiia Nguyén, nhiing tran ddu gitta voi va cop dugc t6 chitc trén con Da
Vién, trén song Hueong. Trong thoi vua Gia Long va vua Minh Mang, tro choi huing
trang va hao hiing nay dién ra & dai dat trudc mat Kinh thanh bén bo Bac song Huong.
Vao nam 1829, vua Minh Mang ngbi trén thuyén rong dau gan bo d€ xem. O trén bo,
nhiéu binh si cdm khi giéi ding thanh mdt vong tron dé€ lam hang rao xung quanh dau
treong. Cop da duoc bugc chat bé“mg day rat bén vao coc dong chic xuong dat. Nhung
trong khi dang giao chién, con cop manh qud, giat dit soi day nhay xudng song va boi
vé phia thuyén vua. Moi nguoi hoang héot. Chinh vua Minh Mang phai dung mot cai
sao dé day lui con manh thu. Sau dé may nguoi linh theo hdu méi nhay xuéng mot
chiéc thuyén nho tién lai gan con cop va giét chét né gitta dong séng. Moc ban sach Dai
Nam thue luc chinh bién &é nhi ky, quyén 59, mat khac 15 c6 ghi: “Dién tran voi & phia
treede Kinh thanh. Vua ra song Huong d€ xem. Thi lang Vi Khd la H6 Htu Tham sai
twong dich budc cop d€ thir voi, budc long, hd sdng ra, chay gan dén thuyén vua. Quan
& thuyén dén dénh chét ngay. Vua néi: “Chinh la cau: D& hd huy song cii 1a 16i ai?”.
Xudng du nghiém trach Tham phai tdi cach luu”.

Thdy viéc to chitc nhitng tran ddu nhu vay gitta bai dat trong la qua nguy hiém d6i véi

tinh mang ctia nguoi xem, cho nén ndm Canh Dan (1830), vua Minh Mang da quyét
dinh cho xay dung dau trueong nay.
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Sau khi xay dung xong, cling vao nam 1830, vua Minh Mang sai quan linh lan lwgt dén
trong coi. Mdc ban sach Kham dinh Dai Nam héi dién sw 16, quyén 210, mat khac 28 ghi
Chi ctia vua rang: “Xay dap chudng hd da xong, vay cho phai ra cic vé tinh binh ctia
quan Vii 1am, C&m binh Ian luot coi gitt, mdi ban 1 vé, mdi thang 1 Ian thay d6i, déu

nén luu tam phong tha, khong duoc so sudt (sau doi la 5 quan Cam binh coi git).
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Moc ban sich Kham dinh Dai Nam héi dién sw 18, quyén 210, mat khdc 28
cho biét sau khi xdy dung xong, vua Minh Mang da phdi bién binh dén coi
giit H6' Quyén - Ngquon: Trung tdm Luweu triv quoc gia IV
Pinh Dau, Minh Ménh ndm thi 18 (1837). Vua dén choi chd chu6ng ho xem dién tap
voi, sai voi danh véi hd. Budi chiéu hom ay thuyén vua vé dong & bén song phia dong
nam Kinh thanh xem dién c4c trd vui (cdc dia phuwong lan luot phai dwa phuirong hét
phuong nhac va cac ki nghé dén Kinh, chuan cap cho tién gao, dién tap & bo L8).

Pén nam Tan Stru (1841), nghi duoc chudn: trede phéi 5 Cam binh coi gitt chudéng ho,
nay doi phai vé Vong thanh theo 1€ phai binh dinh giw thay.

Ngay xua, cac tran dau tai H6 Quyén duoc td chirc hang ndm, nhung cting tuy so thich
ctia cdc 6ng vua nha Nguyén. Tran dau cudi cung tai day dién ra vao nam 1904 dwdi
thoi vua Thanh Thai.

C6 thé ndi, ddu truong HO Quyén la mot cong trinh kién tric doc ddo hiém thdy o
DPong Nam A. Tuy né khong d6 so nhu nhitng ddu truong thoi dai d& qudc La Ma
nhung H6 Quyén mang dang dap déc sac va tao duwoc mot khdng khi thuong v, uy
nghiém.
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Hinh twgng ho trong cic nén van héa

Mau le¢, hung hin, dang s, quyén rii, c6 1é 1 nhitng tir thwong dung khi ndi vé loai
hd. H6 con c6 nhiéu tén goi khac nhw cop, 6ng Ba muoi, 6ng van, chda son lam...

_ . -l
Trén thé gidi, tuy tirng nén van hoa ma loai hd hién ra véi nhiéu y nghia khac nhau.
Hinh tuong ho bén canh sy quyén uy dang né, cung v6i nhan thirc vé my thuat va nghé
thuat (vé dep uyén chuyén, tiém an ndi lwc) khién ching c6 du nhitng phdm chat dé trd
thanh mot linh vat cua ton gido, tin ngudng va duoc tho phung nghiém can. Theo quan
niém nhan gian, loai ho 1a vira biéu tong ctia sttc khde, may man... vira thudc nhitng
quan niém tiéu cec nhw quai vat bong toi, sw xao tra hay dién dai.

H0 trong cac nén van hoa trén thé gioi

Trong tw nhién, ho la mot loai dong vat thudc ho meo 16n, 1a dong vat an thit ding dau
bang véi ban tinh hung han, diing manh, can truong, hién ngang... vi vay chung tro
thanh biéu twong ctia syt hting ciedong, ¢ stic manh vo song. Nhac dén ho, nguoi ta lien
tedng ngay dén mot loai tht div an thit song vai tiéng gam khién mudn loai khiép so.
H6 con thé hién pham chat ctia ké sin mdi siéu dang khi biét chép thoi co va vo 1y
ngay khi con mo6i mat canh giac, ban nang nay duoc con nguoi xem la biéu teong cua
su quyét doan, manh mé, lanh lung va dit khoat. Ching con duoc biét dén v6i phdm
chat hanh sy can trong, ludn quan sat, nghe ngéng tinh hinh, khi thoi co khong thuan
loi va bat trac thi thu minh rat lui mot cach 1dng 1& d€ bao toan stic luc, tranh phién
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phtic, khong qué ham mbi ma mac bay ctia nhitng ké san tht. Vi vay, loai hd goi 1én
nhing hinh anh vé sttc manh va sy hung d cia mét ddng vat san moéi thong minh, va
trd thanh biéu twong ctia dang cap chién binh.

Trong st sach va cac truyén thuyét Trung Hoa, nguoi ta nhiéu lan goi Ngii H6'la nhiing
toan chién binh diing cam, bao vé virong qudc. HO trang xuat hién 1a dau hiéu cta ditc
dd nha vua. Ho con 1a ddng vat ctia phuong Béc, ctia Dong chi, triét tiéu dugc cac anh
hwong doc hai tai noi chung xudt hién. H6 con la vat cudi caa Tién C)ng. Trong dao
Phat, sttc manh ctia H6 twong trung cho stec manh dtic tin, cua nd luc tinh than, vuot
qua rieng rdm ti 16i, dwoc bidu thi bang mot rimng tre.!

O mot s6 nuwée theo dao Hindu nhw An Do, Nepal, Indonesia... ngroi dan quan niém
da ho 1a mét chién qua ctia than Shiva. HO la vat cwdi ctia Shakti (vi than dai dién quyén
lic, kha ndng, sttc manh sang tao), cia nang lwong thién nhién ma Shiva da khong
phuc tung va ché ngu duoc. O Malaysia, thay lang c6 phép hoéa thanh hd. Nén nhé ring
¢ toan bd vung Doéng Nam A, con H8 - T6 phu huyén thoai duoc xem nhu la thay
truyén phap. Chinh h& dan cac tin &6 méi vao rimng dé truyén phép, thuec té'1a giét ho
ro6i hoi sinh. V6i nguoi Ghiliak ¢ Siberia, ho dwgc xem nhw mot con nguoi dich thue, 1a
con nguoi tam thoi khoac hinh dang ho. Trong Chiém tinh hoc, cung H6 Cap (tir 23.10

dén 21.11) 1a cung thit tdm ctia Hoang dao, chiém chd giita ctia quy thu, khi gi6 16t hét
nhtng chiéc 1a nhudm vang, loai vat va cay cdi stta soan cho mdt cudc song maoi; la bieu
tuong dong thoi ctia su khang cu, su 1én men, su chét, sy nang dong va cting ran, ddu
tranh voi biéu tuong bau troi ¢d chu hanh tinh la sao héa.?

....7.@, - ‘ S :_

Canh sin hé'& Man Chiu

Theo mot s& nude chau A nhu Viét Nam, Trung Qudc, Nhat Ban thi hé ding hang th&
ba trong 12 con giap, mang tén Dan trong lich Can chi, la con vat ding hang th ba sau
Chut (Ty) va Trau (Sttu). Khi chiét tu, “Dan” trong cht twgng hinh Trung Hoa ¢6 hinh
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déng ctia mot con manh hé trong tu thé nhu dang x6ng téi véi d6i mat trimng tring day
uy phong. Biéu tegng chi Dan mang nhiéu y nghia triét ly nhan van sau sac. Thang Dan
1a thang Giéng, dau xuan, ddu ndm mdi, thang ma 3 khi duong (cta trdi) can bang véi 3
khi &m (cua dat), do d6 ciing la thang mo dau ctia con ngwoi (nhan sinh w dan), 1a sy
hoa hop giita troi - dat va con nguoi, 1a sy can bang am - duong, néng - lanh tir ndi
tang. Tinh cach con giap ctia hd dai dién cho mot nam manh mé nhat vé stcc khoe, sung
man vé lam &n kinh t€, mo mang vé hoc van va tinh vueong khi ctia truc Dan - Than day
sttc chi dinh. Trong nhan tudng hoc, ho la con vét linh thiéng, day uy quyén nén
thuwong duoc tho phung nhw biéu twong ctia quyén luc, cong danh hoc hanh va su tang
tién trong kinh doanh. Nguoi tudi Dan thwong cé tinh cach liéu linh, thich mao hiém,
thich lam nhitng viéc dong troi gay su chu y. Ho cé tinh tap trung cao, khi da lam viéc
thi quén hét moi tht xung quanh, ludn hanh sy bang tat ca sttc lyc va tinh than. Nguoi
tudi Dan phuec tap va khé doan nhat trong 12 con giap. Ho nhiét tinh, t6t bung, hao
phong va vui nhon. Pong thoi lai rat doc lap, boc dong, va doi khi kha ich ky. Ho thich
duoc hoat dong va thtr nhitng diéu mdi bat chap rui ro. H6 ho ménh sé bao vé va
truyén cam hing cho ho khi thye hién bat c diéu gi. Trong khoa dia ly cling nhu trong
thuat luyén dan Trung Qudc, ho d6i 1ap véi rong; nhung néu trong treong hop dau, noé
la mot biéu tuong bat cat, thi trong treong hop thit hai, n6 1a bi€u thi mot yéu to tich
cue, tinh luc, d6i 1ap véi yéu t6 am wét, thu dong, nhu la chi d6i lap véi thuy ngan, khi
ddi lap vdi tinh dich.

Néu nhu nguoi chau Au cho rang su tit 1a vua ciia mu6n loai véi nhitng anh hudng sau
dam vé van héa va biéu tuong, thi trong quan niém ngudi chau A, hd méi la chua t&
cua ring xanh, 1a linh vat dwoc dua vao cac gian tho. Tt xwa dén nay, theo quan niém
tam linh, khi tho hd, con nguoi déu sé cam nhan duoc su an toan cta sy che cho. Hinh
thizc tho phung loai hd rat da dang tuy vao tling qudc gia, cdng dong nguoi & khap
chau A, gan lién véi truyén thong van héa ctia tirng viing mién. Mot s§ dan toc theo tin
ngudng béi vat gido (Totem gido) ton tho hd nhuw td tién cua toc ngwdi minh nhw
Oroquen, Nanai, Tungus. Trong tin ngudng dan gian cta nhiéu qudc gia, vung lanh
tho, xu hudng dong nhat minh véi hd pho bién véi cac mie do khac nhau. Cu th€, c6
nhiéu toc nguroi xem ho la to tién cua minh, ban than nguoi dan trong toc chinh la hau
dué ctia loai hé, truong hop nay hé hién than 1a thin khai t6, 1a t0 phu, thin h§ ménh cho
con nguoi. Hay theo quan niém ctia ngwoi Nanai, khai t6 ctia ho la do mét nguoi con
gai két hon véi ho roi sinh ra, cho nén ho phai tho cung ho, ton sung hé nhu mét vi
than t8i cao, khong duoc san bat hd 13y thit, 18y da. Nguoi Tungus, mot dan tdc & ving
Tay Ba Loi A goi gidng hd Man Chau la Amba véi y nghia ton xung nhw Ong hay Ong
gia boi ho xem hé Siberia 1a vi than gan giii va luon cho rang hd 1a T6'phu, ong cha ctia
minh.

O nhing noi thinh hanh Shaman gido thi hé mang tinh chat thanh thiéng va hoa tron
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trong cac nghi 18 than bi. O nhiéu noi khac, h duwoc thd phung trong nhitng khong gian
vat thé tin ngudong nhu dinh, dén, miéu, chua, ban tho thong qua nhitng nghi thitc ciing
t€, tranh tho, tuong tho va my thuat tam linh. Mot sd dan tdc con ton tho hd nhu than
giam hd (nhu Han Qudc, Trung Qudc, Viét Nam, hé dong vai tro 1a Than bao ho),
thuwong dang phc than, than hd ménh, moén than, dwoc xem 1a phic than (than may
mén). Nhung mat khéc, hé cling duoc ton tho nh3m muc dich tranh tai wong vi la mot
ac tha nguy hiém.

Mot truyén thuyét Hy Lap duwoc Plutarque thuat lai, giai thich tai sao nguoi ta dat tén
Tigre (con ho theo tiéng Phap) cho mot con song & Mésopotamie (Ludng Ha). Con song
d6 trude kia tén la Sollax. D& quyén rii mot than sdng nti chau A 1a Alphésibée ma than

say mé, Dionysos da héa thanh h6. Chay dén bo song, Alphésibée khong thé tron di
dau dwoc nita nén da bi con ac tha tum 1ay va dwa sang bén kia. Con trai ho, Médes, 1a
ban than duoc 1dy tén ddt cho dan toc Médes, con con song duoc dat 1a Tigre dé tuong

nhé nit than song nui va vi than da hgp than trén bo song nay. Theo nhiing truyén
thuyét khac bat ngudn tir Babylone, sdng Tigre sinh ra tir d6i mat Mardouk, Dang Tao
hoa, cung ltc véi song Euphrate. Trong Kinh Thanh, dé 1a mot trong 4 con song cta
thién duong trén thé gian.

Mot s6 dan tdc con quan niém rz‘?mg h& ¢4 thién ture linh man, c6 thé nghe dwoc, biét duoc
nhtng diéu nguoi ta nghi, cd tinh thu dai, sé nhé va tan cong nguwoi nao da danh
chiing, nhat 1a than hd bao thu thi v6 cung khdc liét, nhiéu con hd duoc cho la hda than
cua nhitng vong hon ho da bi giét trudc do trd vé bao thu dan lang. Mat khac, mot s6
dan toc xem hd 1a quai vat cua bong t6i va tuan trang mdi, ho cling la mot trong nhiing
hinh tuong ctuia thwong gidi, thé'gidi ciia sw song va dnh sing chom né. HO xudt hién trong
gidc mo khién nguoi ta lo so khi thitc day. Su xuat hién d6 khoi lai cac ndi khiép sg ctia
con nguoi khi 4c thu dén gan.

Bén canh nhitng ¥ niém ngudng mo danh cho hé thi trong dan gian nhiéu nuwée van ton
tai luéng y niém so hai, khinh ghét véi y mudn ché phuc loai ho, xuat phat tt ndi khiép
so vé su pha hoai ctia ho d6i véi con nguoi nhue mot loai vat an thit nguoi, giét hai gia
stic, vat nudi, gieo rac nhiéu tai wong cho con nguoi. HS tugng trung cho y thiic trd nén
u t6i, do bi tran ngap bai lan séng nhitng ham mudn so dang ndi 1én khong kim git
duoc. Nhung néu véi hinh anh hé d&u tranh chéng lai nhitng dong vat ha dang, nhiing
con vat bo sat, thi lai tré thanh mot hinh anh cao déng cua y thitc; con néu ho chién dau
chdng lai su te hay dai bang sé 1a hinh anh ctia ban ndng ndi gian dang tim cach thdéa
con gian, bat chap moi diéu cam ky.

H0 trong nén vin hda Viét
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Viét Nam 1a noi c6 méi treong phtt hop cho su phat trién ctia loai ho (phan loai ho
Doéng Duong) nhu khi hdu nhiét déi &m, c6 nhiéu rirng rdm, d6i nui, nén chiing xuat
hién nhiéu trong rittng ram ¢ nhiéu tinh. Vi th€, hinh anh con ho trong nén van héa dan
gian Viét Nam v cling phong pht, da dang va dic sac. It noi nao con hé lai ¢6 nhiéu
tén goi nhuw ¢ Viét Nam. Diéu nay chiing to vi tri quan trong ctia chting trong doi song
van héa ctia nguoi dan. Trong dan gian, véi nhitng dang cap va giai tang khac nhau,
nguoi ta goi ho la: hiim, cop, dng kénh, 6ng ham, 6ng ba muoi, ba um... Khi nhan ra vi
tri ctia ho trong rirng, nguoi ta con goi chung la “Chuia son 1am” uy quyén, sau dé duoc
nhan manh thém la “Chta t& son 1am”.

Dt 1a con vat hoang, it khi duoc thuan phuc nhung hd cé s gan bé chit ché véi nguoi
dan Viét trong doi song thuong nhat va ton gido tir ngay xuwa. Tt trén mat trong Dong
dén cdc miéu dén cho thay su gan bé tir nghin doi nay ctia loai hd véi nguoi dan Viét
Nam. Nguoi Viét & mot sd vung, ngoai viéc tho cang to tién, than ring, than nui, thi
nguoi dan con 1ap miéu tho ha. Hinh bach hd duoc cham khac & ngay binh phong vao
chinh dién tho. Nguoi dan con quan niém tho cung ho than cau binh an, mtia mang
troi t6t. O mot s8 toc nguodi ving nii, ngudi ta con quan niém hé khéng chi trir ta ma
con ngdn ngtra dwgc ma ring. Tuy dia phuwong, tuy sinh hoat, quan hé gitta nguroi va
hd khong dong nhat & cac ving mién. Tuy rang & dau ciing so cop, kiéng dé, nhung
duong nhu nguoi Bac Bo kinh s cop hon ngudi mién Nam, trong cach tiép can véi
Than H8 cé phan khac nhau. Cac tinh phia Bac cé noi sing bai htim thiéng, thd phung
dén mé tin. Trong khi ngredi dan mién Nam ciing so cop, nhung chi 1a ndi sg hai cu thé,
vat chat ma khong sung tin.

Ho cling 1a d6i tuwgng
nghé thuat hap dan
dwoc thé hién trén cac
vat dung sinh hoat
thueong ngay, noi tho tu,
nha ctta. Trong xay
dung cac cong trinh tho
tw, nha 0, cac thay
phong thuy can ctx trén
dia thé dé tim ra thé&
dat Ta Thanh Long, Hitu
Bach H6. Hitu Bach H6'la
vi tri bén phai, noi tra

N e an ctia hd trang, twong
RS trung cho phuwong Tay,
Tranh Ngii hé'- mot hién vit cia Bao tang My thudt Viét Nam hanh Kim, twong tng

-
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véi mua thu. Néu Thanh Long mang lai diéu may man, t8t lanh thi Bach H6 nhw linh
vat canh gitt va bao vé su tot lanh, may mén d6. Dic biét luu y Bach H6 khong nén cao
hon Thanh Long vi khi thé Bach H6 ngang dau qua cao sé lan at Thanh Long, mat can
ddi phong thuy khién vliing dat kém di sy may man va phtc lanh cho gia chti. Ngoai ra,
hinh anh con hé di vao nén van hda dan gian Viét Nam véi nhiéu biéu hién, hinh thirc
phong phti va déc sac. Theo thdng ké so bo, ngudi Viét Nam c6 hon 1.200 cau ngan
ngtt, phuwong ngtt, thanh ngt, tuc ngt, ca dao, dan ca lién quan téi hd. HO con la dé tai
trung tam ctia nhiéu cau chuyén co tich, ngu ngdn, huyén thoai, giai thoai. Truyén Tri
khon ciia ta ddy nhac vé cau chuyén tri tué chién thang sttc manh. Tuc ngt Ho'dit khong
né an thit con ndi vé tinh cha me danh cho con cai. Mong mudén con chau giéi giang, lam
vinh hién gia dinh, dat nwéc thi 6 cau: H6 phu sinh hé'tir...

Con ho con xuat hién rat nhiéu trong cac tac phdm my thuat Viét Nam va nhiing btrc
tranh tho Hang Tréng da tré thanh mau muc trong tranh Viét Nam. Tranh Ngii hd' Hang
Trong la loai tranh khic g0 in trén giay, c6 kich ¢& 0,55 m x 0,75 m, vé& 5 con h& duoc bs

cuc can doi trén mat gidy voi nhiéu dang vé: con thi ding, con thi ngo6i, con cudi may
luét giod... Voi cach thiic sang tao cua riéng minh, cdc nghé nhan Hang Trong khong chi
tao nén nét riéng cho dong tranh, ma da lam bat lén sttc song noi tai ctia nhan vat. Biéu
nay ngudi xem rat dé dang nhan thay thong qua cac nhan vat ho: Nhiing khdi than chac
khoe, nhiing dang ngoi, thé dirng duong bé, oai phong véi nhitng chiéc dudi nhw dang
ve vay hodc udn vong 1én d€ dap xudng dat ma bat chom 1én. Nhitng con mat hd hiing

hue ndi luc ctia loai manh chtia. Mau sic trong tranh Ngii hé'la mot thé gidi hoa sdc,

16ng 14y, uy linh nhung van khu biét véi nam mau: xanh, dd, trang, vang, den tuong

trung cho ngti hanh. Tranh 5 6ng h6 quay quan quanh mét dién tho huwong khoi van
vit, chau vao trung wong dé che chd bao ho.

Trong quan niém vo thuat xua, loai ho biéu trung cho sttc manh, duoc dung cho nganh
v0 bi, trang tri 40 quan vd, miéu v quan. Trong ché do phong kién, khi rong duoc
dung lam biéu tuwong danh riéng cho vua chua thi hd dugc xem la bi€u tuwong ctia quan
lai (quan v0). Va dén thé ky XIX, hinh twgng con ho trong van hoéa Viét Nam thoi nha
Nguyén da c6 su thé hién da sic, da dién tir sy lan tda mdt cach triru twong qua vi tri
dia ly trong phong thuy dén dinh hinh trong két cau kién truc, tén goi di tich cu thé,
hay khac d&u trén Ctru dinh... Tat ca da gép phan khang dinh vi tri hinh tuwong con ho
trong van hda Viét. Du c¢é nhiéu quan niém khac nhau vé loai ho ¢ nhiéu dan tdc trén
thé giéi nhung chung déu la loai dong vat tuy hoang da nhung rat quen thudc véi con
nguoi. Ching vira c6 nhitng déc tinh t6t nhu manh mé, thong minh twa mot chién binh,
ké bao hg, vira thé hién nhitng mat nguy hiém, den t6i nhu mot diéu di nhién cta sy
vat. Nhin chung, du 6 vung dat nao, cong dong nao thi loai ho ciing nguw tri véi mot vi
thé tam linh kha kinh va han sau trong tam thttc vin héa tling viing,.

33



Nam moi Tan Mao: Tho hay Meo

Vin khao luén it khi viét nim Mao nhu vin néi thong thuwong, chi vi chwa dinh rd
nam nao trong cac nam: At Mao, Pinh Mao, Ky Mao, Tan Mao, Quy Mao. Cho nén,
khong thé dich ra tiéng Anh: “Year of the cat” mét cach vo tu ly dwgc. Viét quang cao
16n chit “Xuan Tan Mao, 2011” ma lai dich mot cach tuy tién nhuw trén han 1a chwa én.

Ndm tho ¢ Trung Qudc

Trong thuc t& mot khi 1én gidy trang muc mau dé quang cdo hay phd bién rong cho
nguoi nudc ngoai biét thi viéc tron dich tir TAN, can thit tdm cta 10 thién can di lién
triede tr goi chi thit tu, chi MAO ctia 12 dia chi 1a khi#m khuyét. Tinh uan khtc, uyén
4o vé nglt nghia cta thién can va dia chi két hgp da dinh r6 tén goi cua nam theo am
lich. Thong thuong vi khé dich ndi mot cach van gon va chuan xac, nguoi dich dé'y
nguyén xem nhu danh ttr riéng vay.

Mung Xuan Tan Mao, 2011; dat troi dang md ra mot van hoi maéi y nghia tham hau cua
cau ddi 6 duoc tim thay tir trong cao thom cta tién nhan thong tué hiéu biét thién van
dia ly:

NGOC THO SINH HUY CHIEU KHOAN CAI CACH LO

XUAN PHONG DAC Y XUY TRAN VAN MINH HOA

Vidn minh 1a ttr ghép Han Viét ¢6 nghia ly sai khac véi thuat ngt “van minh” cta
phuong Tay dung d€ dich ra Viét ngtr chix cilivisation. Vi vay, xin tam dich:

34



Ngoc tho hié¢n sang khon thém dwong cai tién,
Gi6 xudn vé phoi phdi ré nét tinh anh.

Tu Trai Nguyén Tao, Ctt nhan Han hoc d4 tra ctru Ttr Nguyén dé€ chu giai nghia ly chi
Mao trong 12 dia chi mang tinh cach vira biéu trung vira an du mang mang hon st thi.
Ban dich sach Dai Nam Nhat Thong Chi, Thita Thién phd, tap thwong, ¢ cac trang 32 -
33 cho biét sao Mo trong quan thé 28 d6ng sang sao. D6 1a cac sao Phong Nhat thd, Mao
Nhat ké. Con tap ha thi 6 trang 92: Meo la tho, ca hai tdp déu do nha Van héa, Sai gon
xudt ban nam 1961 va 1962.

Tt “Mao” con doc chéch 1a “Meo” theo van canh cho thuan am huwong, chang han nhu:
Ty, Ngo, Meo, Dau. Tuyét nhién khong néi theo 16i twong dm con meo kéu “ngao
ngao”: Con méo con méo con meo, theo 16i néi liu lo ciia dong dao.

Ai d6 da giai thich rdng “Mao” 1a con méo thi 1ap luan &y c6 vitng khong? Mot cau d6i
co con dugc luu truyén trong dan gian:

XUAN TU HONG MAI BAO KHOI
NIEN TONG NGOC THO NGHINH LAL
Tam dich:
Xudn dén mai hong bdo hy
Nidm theo tho ngoc nghinh ve.
NGOC THO d6i véi HONG MAL that chinh. bung 1a mitng Xuan, mirng ndm thang co6
tir “Mao”, chi thit tu trong 12 dia chi, tng vdi 5 can (thit hai, thit tu, thit sau, thi tam,
thtr muoi tng v6i nam dwong lich ¢ s6 1é 6 hang don vi).

THO (%): con tho. Sach Dai Nam Dai Nam Nhét, quyén thuong, trang 97 néi rd tuéng
tinh cta tho, du la tho riing hay thé nha nhu sau:

“Sach “Lé ky” néi tén 1a Minh Thi (BAfR). Y ndi con mat khong nhay ma thay rd, dudi
dit 6 9 15. Con céi 1iém 16ng con duc ma chira, dén 5 thang mtta ra con. Kinh Thi cé
cau: duwoc duwoc sam thd, ngd khuyéi hoach chi: con thé nhay nhanh, gép ché bat dwoc “tic
la con vat nay”.
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Xem chirng nghia ly cuia tir “M3ao” that cao sang. Sao Mao la mét chum sao. Ngu ché
cua vua Minh Mang sang tac vao nhitng ndm dau nién hiéu cé tua dé lién quan dén
anh hudng caa khi hau d6i véi nha ndng gom 11 bai ngti ngdn. Bai thix 5 dai 8 cau, tach
4 cau dau thanh mot bai tk tuyét:
TRONG HA MAO TINH XUAT
KHA NGHIEM THUY TINH MINH
NHAT TINH, NHI TINH LANG
TIEN HA GIA GIA THANH
Tam dich:
Thiang 5 sao Mdo hién
Nghiém xem sao nao sang
Hai sao dau sdng rang
Liia cay diu mua tot.
Cht “Mao” trong “Mao tinh” dong am vdi chi Mao cta cac twdng tinh cua 12 con vat
gitt vai tro diéu hanh vong quay nam thang van hanh cta trai dat xoay quanh hai tinh
cau lam nén sy s6ng cho mudn loai. D6 1a mat troi va mat trang ma Nguyén Trai da
viét & bai “Tran Tinh” trong Qudc Am Thi Tap:
Ac thé twa thoi xem lidn moc
Cudc cay la thu nhirng chon chin.
Chon chin la ttt NOom ¢6 ¢6 nghia thich tha lui tdi, di vé tham lua ng6é dong ctia nong

dan chiu canh mot ne“ing hai swong ban mat véi dat troi. Ac1a kim 6 hodc 4c vang. Tho
gbc tén chit 1a “thd”, “ngoc thd” 1a con tho bach 4n hién to mo trén cung quang Hang,.
Ac tho ham y chi chi thit tw ctia 12 dia chi, nét khac biét 1a c6 thém chir “viét” (El) dat
bén trén. Tiét “Mang thuc” vao thang 5 am lich, sao nay hién r6. Néu sang déu la ndam

4y duoc mita, thanh ngt chit Han goi 1a HOA COC PHONG DANG nho mua thusn
gio hoa.
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Trong Qudc Am Thi Tap, Nguyén Trai sang tac dudi dang tho vinh hai gia stic: Méo va
Lon. Tuy thé, khong thé vin mot cach thi€u co sd d€ két luan suy doan meo la con giap
thir tu cua thap nhi thoi than dwoc. That mo ho néu khong mudn néi la mo mang vi
thiéu luan ct. Bai tho c6 tya dé “Meo” mang ma s6 251, bai ¢é tua dé “Lon” 1dy s thw
tw tiép theo.

Noi dung bai tho vinh con meo nhic dén dién tich “Ngoc dién miéu” ndi vé ngudn goc
loai meo g6c 6 phuong Tay tic xt Tay Trac. Phuong Tay c6 meo, phwong Pong ciing
c6 meo; chd khong phai meo gdc & phuong Tay duoc dwa sang phwong Dong. Meo yéu
chudng su cong minh trong xtt kién, nhung lai c6 théi xdu 1a mdi khi thay di véng lai
leo 1én ban tho 1am mat vé tinh tan va trang nghiém chon thién mon.

Lo van sinh ha chon phuwong Tay
Phung sw Nhw Lai trdm phép thiy.

Trom phép thay do ban chat meo lung tinh, vuot rao 1én lam trai 10i dan cua thay,
khong biét gitt minh sdng trong khuon phép.

Theo C6 thwt, meéo c6 tén chit 1a Miéu (§#), phat &m theo giong Béc kinh, doc “mao”.
Meo c6 biét tai bit chudt 1am hai lua. Khong ai doc trai chit “Miéu” thanh “Meo” tuy
rang nhin thang vao trong mat meo nguoi ta ¢6 thé phan dinh duoc thoi khéc ctia ngay
va dém. Ctt dén cac gio Ty, Ngo, Meo, Dau thi trong mat méo nhu mét soi chi; vao gio
Dan, Thin, Ty, Hoi thi trong m&t né nhu mit trang tron; gio Thin, Tudt, Stru, Mui thi
trong mat nhw qua téo. Linh miéu la con ciy huong, chit khéng phai 1a con méo linh
thiéng.

Truy tim nghia ly cua tir Mao ¢ sach Kinh Dich do Ngo Tat T6 bién soan lai tai ban
ndm 2004, tai trang 27, soan gia da chu gidi nhw sau:

“Mado la ctea cua mdt troi. Thdi dwong ¢ do ma ra. Ddu la cia cua mat trang. Thdi dm ¢ d6é ma

ra. Ching nhitng mdt troi, mdt tring ra vao noi dé, 1on ra thi dén cong viéc troi dat mé ra cic

vdt tuy dau ¢ Dan to1 Mdo, cira cang mo cang rong; cong viéc troi dat déng khép cic vat tuy
dau o Tudt ma téi Ddu thi ciea khép chat.”

N&m Canh Dan, 2010 sép hét; vai tro Hanh khién ctia con cop sé duoc ké nhiém cho

con tho, tir 0 gio dém 30 thang chap. Pa cd cau doi Tét don Xuan sang theo 16i tong cuu
nghinh tan tit nhitng ky nguyén phwong dong thoi xua, cach day 60 hoac 120 hoac 180
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nam va ct thé theo da luy tién di lui thoi gian vé qua khi:
HO KHU DO LUU MANH KH{
THO LAI CANH HIEN TIEP TAI
Tam dich:
Cop di qua con lvu diing khi
Tho dén roi sang to anh tai.

Da tim thay rat nhiéu cau déi cd duoc tién nhan sang tac trong khoang dwdi 1000 nam
truee cho dén ngay nay. Thé thi ai ddm bao rang vi y thiic tw cht dan toc, nguoi Viét
Nam da dung con meo dé thay thé cho vai tro cta thd ngoc canh gitt thoi gian cac nam
tte Binh Mao dén Quy Mao theo chu ky luan hoan véi treong d6 60 nam. Lap ludn dé
bao vé cho vi thé va vai tro cia con meo cam chich dém thoi gian chit khong phai con
tho e kho long dung viing vi khong co stic thuyét phuc. Tinh hoa cua van hoa dat dén

dinh cao ctia bat ct mdt dan tdc nao da trd thanh tinh hoa ctia nhan loai.

Mot tinh tiét khac lién quan dén thuat ngtr Mao la gio Mao, thang Mao ttic thang 2 am
lich.

MAO THOI MY CANH DUNG TU KHI
THO TUE LUONG THAN DUC XUAN HUY.

Mau tim Hué€ la bién thé hop thanh do tia t&r ngoai phan chiéu tir phia thuwgng ngudn
mién sdng Hwong nti Ngu. Pong 4&m ma di nghia ctia tir ghép “tir khi” ($€4) goi ta su
chia lia. Vi vay c6 thé tam dich:

Gio Mdo canh twoi hoa khi tia
Lich thé gio lanh tam dnh dweong.

Cong viéc mo dau cho mot ngay mdi xudt phat tir nguoén tam trong sang, khéi dong tir
gi0 Dan; khai thong mo 16i vao gio Mao (5 dén 7 gio sang) la gio di lam viéc & cong so.

Thang giéng nam Tan Mao, 2011 c¢6 cac ngay Tan Mao tic ngay mong 3, Quy Mao ttic
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ngay ram, At Mio tic ngay 27 am lich. Thang hai hang ndm la thang Mao. Phuong
doéng ting véi huwdng Chan hodc hudng Mao. Hudéng Dong Tay con duoc goi la hudng
Mao Dau hoidc Chan Doai.

Sau hét, mot tinh tiét nhé can luu y. Nam cung thang tan, tredc gio giao thira con la
nam cti, ong Tao ha gidi dung vao gidy phut thiéng liéng dy: mong mot Tét. Hai anh
em hoac chi em sinh d6i, dta khoc chao doi vao nam cti, dta vao nam maoi. Theo am
lich mbi ngwoi madi tudi sai kém nhau mét ndm. Con tinh theo duwong lich lai cing ndm
dong tudi. Cu thé hoa, ngay 30 thang chap nam Canh Dan ting v6i duong lich ngay tha
Tw, 02-02-2011; ngay mong 1 thang giéng nam Tan Mao t¢ing vdi ngay 03-02-2011. Ai
cat gitt duwgc 60 quyén lich am tir nam Nham Thin dén nam Tan Mao (1952 - 2011) thi
sang nam mai ¢ 18y lich ¢t tng khép theo s6 thit tw ma dung.

Ngay cu6i cung nam 2010 ng véi ngay thit sau, ngay At Mio tie ngay 26 thang 11
nam Canh Dan, 2010. Ngay Tét dwong lich 2011 tng v6i ngay thit bay, ngay Binh Thin
tirc ngay 27 thang 11 van ndm Canh Dan. Nhitng ngay trong dai trong doi nguedi nhuw
ngay sinh, ngay lap gia dinh, ngay mat roi ding vao gitta thang 11 am lich cho dén nia
dau thang giéng nam sau ma khong ghi kem theo ngay dwong lich thi sé khé khan cho
viéc truy tim d6i chiéu sau nay d€ dung bia hodc bién chép vao gia phd. Phan nhiéu
ngay sinh, ngay mat trén gidy khai sinh, khai tit hodc van bang déu khong may thuec.
Xua nay van c6 nan man khai ho tich véi nhiéu ly do khac nhau, khong tién bé néi hét
va ndi ro ra. Tinh hudng nay da di vao tham cung bi stt. Ai dau trd lai ngay xwa ctit dé€
nhat 14y nhitng 14 sdu nhu tdm trang ctia Nguyén Trai da tng thd 16 cudi doi: “Anh
hung di han ky thién nién”.

Chung tbi 1a nguoi trac nét, “thdy chuong”, “thiy ky”, “thdy la” 1a di tim nguoi dé€ hoi,
luc sach dé tra, di dién da dé nho ngudn da st bd sung hodc “bat mi” dia chi viét sai,
qudc st duoc chép va dich tréo heo. Co rat nhiéu truong hop, tinh hudng “thay bi” thi
lai viét d€ cau thi, cau thé van & quy thay, bac thuong thira cao minh.

Cay néu doén Tét méi da 1én 16i, t6i tim dén nha nguoi Thay ton kinh giit lich cii bang
cht Han dé€ hoéi chuyén tho - meo. Thay t6i cho biét hién nay trong ma lich ¢t day
moéng khac nhau c6 nhiéu quyén lich ctia cdc ndm At Mo, Dinh Mao, Ky Mao, Tan
Mao va Quy Mao. Céi quy gid 1a & cac trang dau sach c khac hoa hinh con tho. Xin ghi
lai mot 6 hinh anh kém theo bai viét nay d& lam béang.

Trén bao Tét Kién Thirc Ngay Nay va Thira Thién Hué ndm Tan Mao, Phan Thanh Hai
da viét bai dit gid lién quan dudi twa dé: DAU NAM, KE CHUYEN 12 CON GIAP O
VIEN MINH VIEN 6 trang s6 32: Trong 4 khung hinh minh hoa ¢ hinh s8 2, dwgc cht
thich: Twong dau tho (Mao).
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Tac gia bai bdo noi trén da viét o cot 4: “Diéu djc ddo la, 12 con gidp nay lai dwoc thé hién
trong hinh hai cuia 12 vj thién sir voi cdc tw thé'hét siec sinh dong. Tir trong nhin ra, bén trdi
gom: Ty (chuot) - Din (h6) - Thin (rong) - Ngo (ngwa) - Thin (khi) - Tudt (cho); bén phdi gom:
Steu (trdu) - Mdo (thd) - Ty (ran) - Mui (cieu) - Ddu (ga) - Hoi (lon).”

Can than hon Phan Thanh Hai da danh s6 2 treo cao 1én sau nhém tir “Méo (con
tho)? bang vé chit “...chi cé Viét Nam 1ay Meo (twong cho Mdo)”. Chting t6i hoi ban khoan
vé 1oi giai dy. Ttr sau nam 1949 khong rd ¢ Trung Hoa luc dia ¢ dung lich, in lich 16
rang va day du ngudn st thi va huyén st lién quan dén phan “hinh nhi thwong”
khong, cht ¢ cac nhuong dia Ma Cao, Hong Kong va mot phan lanh thé ctia Trung
Qudc la dat Dai Loan van phat hanh lich &m. Tai Ma Cao, Hoéng Kéng va Dai Loan van
c6 nhiéu tac gia cho rang Mao la con tho hoédc con méo. Lang nhang nhu rita d6.

Chting t6i la nguoi tinh 1é sdng ¢ Hué khé 1au ndm va lai c6 co may dwoc lam hoc tro
than can véi gidi nghién cttu C6 hoc ¢ tinh Thira Thién tit nam 1961 dén 1975. Cac nha
Nho trong Tinh hoi C6 hoc Quang Tri, sinh hoat tir nam 1958 - 1972, cu thé nhw cu Ta
tai Han hoc ci Nguyén Htu Hiét, hdu dué Thuong thu Nguyén Hiru Than, nguoi lang
Dai Hoa, huyén Triéu Phong da titng kiém quan Kham Thién gidam. Cu Hiét da tirng
nhan dam vé thap nhi thoi than. Cac nha Nho thoi &y déu truyén day cho con chau
rang “Mao” 1a con tho. Quy cu lai néi rd cho tré con hiéu bang cach chu giai cho tudi
khai tam: con thé dn rau khoai. Cha t6i 1a khoa sinh dong thé hé véi cu Hiét, cu la thay
cua cha t6i vé van hoc, lich sw, triét hoc nhung vé Bong y thi cu phai can dén cha toi.
Ban than tdi hoc cting 16p véi con trai tudn td ctia cu la Nguyén Hiru Nién, cho nén t6i
thwong dén nha ban mot cach khong ai ngai. Cha t6i c6 dira chdu ngoai sinh vao nam
Quy Mao, 1963 duegc cu dat cho cai tén Nguyén Phong Lai. Nam nay chau da 48 tudi
tay, 49 tudi ta, & phuong 4 thanh phd Bong Ha, tinh Quang Tri. Cac cu nha Nho tap
cho chau Phong Lai nhé Mao 1a con tho theo 10i chti giai da néi ¢ bén trén cho dé nhé
ndm sinh. Chau Lai nhé doi cau néi &y mdi lan nhac dén bén ngoai.

C6 d6 Hu€ tredec nam 1945 c6 Kham Thién gidm, co quan trung wong phu trach xem
thién van, 1am lich va tham chi coi ngay té ty ¢ triéu miéu, ngay cudi hoi, tong tang lién
quan dén hoang gia, ngay xuat binh dep yén bo cdi. Trude ngay Dong Chi c6 1€ vira la
1€ ban lich ndm md&i cac tinh thanh 1én lich nong vu cho thich hop véi mdi loai cay
trong va chan nudi loai vat.

Bai thit 3 trong 11 bai Nguw ché ciia vua Minh Mang con rd nét:

HA THIEN MANG THUC NHAT
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PONG CHAN YEU THANH TRUNG
HAU THIEN NHAT HUU VU
THI TUE BOC PHONG DANG.
Tam dich:

Mzuia ha ngay Mang thiyc
Phwong dong troi sang trong
Trwdc hodc sau co muea
Nim Gy chdc dwgc mia.

Tuyét nhién, khong tim thdy mot chit nao trong Ngu ché lién quan dén “chi Mao” ma

lai khoi goi vé “tuong Mao”

xuat hién vao dau canh 5 & phuong dong vao thang 5 am lich tng véi qué Chan trong

bat quai hay “chi Mao” trong 12 dia chi. Thiét nghi, tit &6 méi t6 chtic 1 Tich dién vao
khoang dau dén gitta thang 5 am lich dwéi cc triéu vua Nguyén.

tiém an qua cau dau: “Ha thién Mang thwc nhat”. Sao Méao

Thi ra, lam quan huyén, quan tinh tham chi ca quan lang déu chi dong doan biét thoi
tiét, khi hau. Ché khong doi s8 16ng, tho thao chay réi méi toi cong dudi bat.

Dau xuan Tan Mao goi lai chuyén lién quan dén con tho (ngoc thd) ¢ cung quang Hang

hién hitu quanh nam khi thi to mo, khi thi sdng toa titng gio Mao, ngay Mao, thang
Mao ctia vong quay nam thang.
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Meéo trong cac nén van hoa

Méo 1a mét trong nhirng vat nudi gan giii v6i con ngwoi ¢ nhiéu quéc gia trén thé
gidi. N6 c6 thé dwgc xem nhu 1a mot vi than, mét loai thu cung hodc mét vat nudi co
tac dung bat chuét.

Niz thin Shashthi trén mdt con méo, tranh vé nam 1880 ¢ An Do

Nhiéu tai liéu cho rang loai méo dugc thuan hda trong thoi ky Ai Cap c6 dai, noi c6 dau
vét cho thay chtiing dugc tho cting. Chiing con duoc biét d&n qua nhitng hinh anh khéc
hoa trong cac truyén thuyét va than thoai tai nhiéu nén van héa nhu Ai Cap 6, Trung

Qudc ¢6, Na Uy, Nhat Ban... O mbi qudc gia, viing mién, chiing déu mang nhitng y
nghia thu vi boi sy khéo 1éo, thong minh va ranh manh.

1. Hinh twgng méo trong cac nén vin hda trén thé gidi
Cling nhu nhiéu con giap khac, y nghia biéu tuwong ctia meo rat da dang, mang ca hai
xu hudng vira t6t vira xau.

Trong thoi dai kham phd, méo nha duoc phd bién khap thé gidi boi nguoi ta can ching
diét chudt trén cac khoang thuyén trong nhitng chuyén dong budém rong ruéi kham pha
cac chau luc trén thé gidi. An Do va Trung Qudc cd dai déu cho r?mg meo la loai vat
mang lai nhiéu may mén. O An D6 nguoi ta tim th4y twong nhing con méo khd hanh
biéu thi cho phtc lac cua thé gidi dong vat (Kramrish); nhung nguoc lai, meo ciing la
con vat dé€ cudi va la mot mat cua Yogini Vidali (Yogini: 1a tir chi nhitng nguoi nix tap
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Yoga, Vidal: trong tiéng Phan 1a mét tir dong nghia véi meo). O Trung Hoa c8 dai, meéo
hay dwoc xem nhw mot con vat bao lanh, va nguoi ta bat chudc diéu bd ctia nd, cling
nhu mot con bao, trong cac diéu mua nong nghiép (Granet).!

Trong dao Hindu, meo cling la vat cudi ctia nit than Shashthi, dwoc tho chu yéu 6
Bengal (An D9), 1a héa than tht sdu ctia Me Trdi dat. Ba 1a nit than cta tinh mAu i, bao
vé qud trinh mang thai, sinh nd va tré em. Nguoi ta tin rang ba luén & phia sau cac em,
cham s6c cac em va giap cac em 16n 1én khoe manh va truong tho. Bat ct ai doc, viét
hoac nghe nhitng cau chuyén ctia ba sé duoc ban phudce cho tré em, 1a nit than ctia tham
thye vat va sinh san. N than Shashthi duwoc thé hién nhu mot nhan vat ctia ngudi me,
Om mot hodc nhiéu dtra tré va cudi mot con meo khong 16 tuwong trung cho su sinh s6i
nay no.

Twong tw, 6 Ai Cap cd dai, mot trong nhiing nit than dwgc ton tho nhiéu nhat la Bastet -
nit than meo. Hinh twong Bastet dwgc thé hién vdi co thé cia mdt nguwoi phu nir va dau
cuia mot con meo, hoac hoan toan béng co thé cia mot con meo. N6 tuong trung cho sy
song, kha nang sinh san va tinh mau t. D6 1a mot phién ban nhe nhang hon ctia ni
than sw tir cai Sekhmet, nguoi cha tri sy tho ciing cta gia dinh va twong trung cho tinh
yéu, gia dinh va tinh mau tt, va 1a ké k& vi cia mot trong nhiing nit than meo 1au doi
nhat, Mafdet, lién quan dén cong ly, giam sat cac can phong danh riéng cho cac vi vua.
Tuy nhién, mdt s6 nha nghién ctru khéc lai cho rang, Bastet khong phai 1a vi than dau
tién bién hinh dudi hinh dang meo ma chinh la than Ra - vi than t6i thwgng trong than
thoai Ai Cap - vao budi dém goi la “Atum-Ra” (ban ngay goi la Amun-Ra) da 1dy hinh
dang ctia loai meo d€ di xudng dia nguc. Atum-Ra con c6 thé hién than dudi 9 hinh
dang khac nhau, dai dién cho 9 mang s6ng ctia loai méo. Nguoi Ai Cap con cho rang
meo c6 kha nang béi toan va la vat mang lai may man. D&i véi nguoi Ai Cap, viéc im
thay mot con meo chét la dau hiéu ctia diém xau, thuong lién quan dén mét can bénh
nghiém trong, mot cdi chét trong gia dinh hoac nhitng diéu xui xéo khac. Biéu d6 c6
nghia la nit than Bastet da tro nén ttc gidn va can phai xoa diu con thinh nd ctia ba
bang cac 18 vat. D€ ton trong nit than, mdi gia dinh nén nudi mdt con meéo trong nha cta
ho. Va khi con meo chét, né dwgc udp xac, xac wép ctia nd duoc dit trong mot chiéce
binh bang gd hoéc bang dong c6 trang tri dau meo, va dat trong cc nghia trang thich
hop. Va vi meo duogc coi la thiéng liéng nén hinh twong cua chung thuong duoc st
dung dé trang tri &6 trang sttc, nhut nhitng chiéc nhan bang vang va ma nao hong. C6
nhiéu tac pham nghé thuat khac hoa con méo than cam dao cat dau con ran Apophis
(rong ctia bong t8i), hién than cho nhitng ké thit ctia mit troi. O day con meo biéu trung
cho sttc manh va su khéo léo cua giong meo ma ni than gidam ho sai khién phuc vu con
ngudi, gitip loai nguoi chién thang ké thi an ndp.

Theo nhitng ngudi da d6 Pawness & Bac My, meo ritng la biéu twong ctia su khon khéo,
su suy tinh, sw tai tinh, no la ké quan sdt tinh ranh va binh tinh va bao gio ciing dat dwoc muc
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dich. Cho nén, né la con vat linh thiéng, chi dwoc giét né vi nhitng muc dich ton gido va
theo nhitng nghi thirc nhat dinh.2
Theo quan niém cua Hoi gido tuy khong c6 dong vat than thanh nao, nhung mot vai
cudn sach da ghi lai rang thdnh Muhammad c6 nudi mot con meéo cung tén 1a Muezza.
Ngai yéu n6 dén mtec “Ngueoi tha khong mdc do khodc con hon la lam phién mgt con meo dang
ngu trén chiéc do”.

O Béc Au, Freyja - nt than cta tinh yéu, sic dep va sy sinh sbi trong than thoai Béc Au -
duoc miéu ta 1a thuong cuwdi trén mot chi€c xe kéo boi meo. Van hoéa dan gian cta
nguoi Do Thai va nén van minh Babylon lai cho rz‘ing meo den la biéu twgng ctia mot
con rdn cudn vao 10 swdi. O Scotland, modt con meo den xuat hién trén hién nha chinh 1a
dau hiéu cua sy thinh vuong sép dén, cho nén vg ctia cac ngu dan gitt meo den trong
nha véi niém tin rang chiing c6 thé ngan chgn moi diéu xau xay ra véi nhitng nguoi
than yéu cua ho khi dang trén bién.

Ddc biét la tir thé ky tht 8 tredec Cong nguyén trd di, meo da trd thanh mot phan cua
thuy tht doan tau Hy Lap vwot bién v6i s ménh thanh 1ap cac thudc dia & Y va Tay
Ban Nha, trong s6 cac diém ding chan Dia Trung Hai khac. Meéo rat pho bién véi cac
thty tht, ho tin rang, vi ching c6 lién hé véi cac vi than khi quyén, chiing cé stic manh
ma thuat c6 kha nang tranh xa bao va thu hit gio t&t. Ngoai ra, nd con san bat va diét
trtt nhitng con chuot ¢ thé gay thiét hai cho cic ctra hang tap hoéa. Bang cach nay,
nhitng con méo rat hoa thuan trén tau, vi ching dwoc ddi xtt bang tinh yéu thuong va
su ton trong. Va khong chi trén tau, & Athens, c6 rat nhiéu nha nuéi meo, ching dwgc
coi la ban ctia chtt nhan.

Nguoi Nhat Ban quan niém meo coc dudi dem lai may mén va la biéu twong cua trién
vong tot dep, tuwong lai hita hen. Hinh twgng Maneki Neko (Meo chiéu tai) - biéu thi cho
may man, s¢ pht quy, giau cé - thwong thé hién mdt con meo coc dudi trong tu thé
ngdi bang hai chan sau véi mot chan triede gio 1én cao. Truyén thuyét vé Maneki-Neko
bat dau tir thoi Edo va gan véi dén Gotoku-ji (phuong Setagaya, Tokyo). Theo cac nha
st hoc, trong khi san chim ung, vi lanh chtia suyt bi sét danh trang. Tuy nhién, con meo
cua su tru tri Tama da gio tay, ra dau cho lanh chta di vao dén. Diéu nay giap lanh
chtia thodt nan va dng rat biét on con meo. Meo cdc dudi Nhat Ban cling xuat hién
nhiéu trong hoi hoa truyén thong ctia nuedce nay.

Ngay nay, trong van hoa dai chung cua nguoi Nhat, meo dwgc wu i xuat hién rat
nhiéu. Ching xuat hién trong cac loai hinh nghé thuat van hoc, phim anh, héi hoa nhu:
meo ao Hello Kitty, meo may Doraemon, b truyén tranh A Man and His Cat... Ngoai ra

con ¢6 nhitng dia di€ém du lich noi tiéng nhw ngdi dén Gotokuji - qué hwong ctia chu
meéo may man Maneki Neko - va ngdi dén Nyan Nyan Ji & Kyoto, noi c6 mot nha sw
meo thuc thy mang tén Koyuki.
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Mang mot y nghia t6t dep khac, nhitng chti meéo c6 thé gitip nguodi dan cau mua. O
Campuchia, trong muia 1& hdi, nguoi ta van nhdt meéo vao 16ng roi vira di vira ca hat,
rudc no tit nha nay sang nha kia dé€ cau mwa. Nguoi dan lang tudi nuede vao con meo
lam cho né kéu 1én, nguoi ta ndi, tiéng kéu cua meo lam ddng long than Indra - nguwoi

phan phdi nudc lam phi nhiéu dat.

Trong tin ngudng Cong gido, con meo ciing rat duoc wa chudng, trir meo den. Theo
truyén thuyét, vi lii chudt quiy ridy cic hanh khdch trong cdc con tau ciru sinh ciia Noé, ong di
14y tay vudt trdn con sw tik, sw ti hdt hoi, lam nhady ra tie trong miéng mot cdp meo; chinh vi thé’
ma con vt nay giong sw tir. Ngueoi ta ciing cho rang meéo cé nhitng thudc tinh ma thuat...

Ngoai ra, véi nhitng kha nang vuot tréi nhw bude di uyén chuyén, khong tiéng dong,
giodi leo treo, c6 kha nang nhay vot, meo cling la dong vat dem lai cAm hiing cho nhitng
bai v0 thudt cd truyén ctia nhiéu qudc gia. Vo meo hay miéu quyén cling la mot trong
nhiing mon vo hay, nhiing ddng tdc mo6 phong cua meo c6 thé chuyén hoa, phd quat
thanh c4c bai vo, don thé tu vé, chién dau hiru hiéu. O Trung Qudc, Viét Nam va Nhat

Ban, vO meo xuat hién rat sém véi mot sd bai vo tiéu biéu nhw Linh miéu ddc chién, Bach

miéu quyén...

Tuy nhién, nhiéu nén van hoéa lai c6 cai nhin hoan toan trai nguoc, tiéu cyc vé loai meo.
Dién hinh 1a niém tin vé viéc néu ai d6 di duwong ma gap mdt con meo den bang qua
triede mat thi nguoi do sé gdp xui xéo, hodc chuyén meo la nhitng phu t4 cho cac mu
phu thay, gitp gia tang cong luc... Su mé tin vé viéc meo den bi xui xéo duoc cac nha

nghién cttu cho rﬁ?mg, né duoc bit dau 6 chau Au vao thoi Trung cd. Vao thoi diém do,

Giao hdi Cong gido ddi khi cho rdang meo 1a ma quy, diém xui, di1 1a meo den hay meéo
trang thi déu mang lai van rti. Ho cho rang loai meo giao du véi ma quy. Ching bi
buoc toi trong moi ri ro ctia con ngudi. Con meéo bi nguoi ta bat ném tir gac chudng
xudng, bi danh dap, thiéu sdng trong thoi Trung ¢6. Vao thé ky XVII, nguoi ta cho rang
meo den la cap doi voi phu thuy, thay vi dwoc ton tho, no lai tré thanh mot con vat
déng so. Ching duoc st dung trong nhitng nghi 18 hién t& nhw 1a vat hy sinh. O

Ireland, khi mot con meo den di qua trudc mat thi co nghia réng bénh tat sé dén. O
Roma, Moldavia va Cong hoa Séc, quan niém mot con meo den di ngang qua triedc mat

ban sé mang lai diém xui van con ton tai cho dén ngay nay.

Trong thé gidi nguoi Celt (Trung Au), ¥ nghia biéu twong ctia con méo con tiéu cuc hon
nhiéu so v6i ch6 hodc meo ring. Hinh nhu con vat nay ¢ day khong duoc tin cay. Cenn
Chaitt ddu meo 1a tuc danh cua nhan vat ti€m ngoi Cairpre da tan pha x Ireland sau khi
chiém duoc vuong quyén tdi thuong. Trong truyén thuyét Chuyén viegt bién ciia Moel-
Duin, mot trong nhitng anh em cung vt nudi ctia nhan vat nay da bi mot con meo
huyeén bi tritng tri vi toi dinh danh cap chiéc vong vang trong mot 1au dai vang chu, sau
khi binh linh ctia y &n mitng chién thang. Ké trom da bi bién thanh tro boi anh ltra toe
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ra tir d6i mat mot con meo con, con meéo &y ngay sau d6 da trd lai véi nhitng trd choi
vui nhon ctia minh.?

Trong rat nhiéu truyén thuyét, meo den la bi€u tuwong ctia bong tdi va than chét. Meo
doi khi cting dwoc xem nhuw 1a ké phuc dich noi Am phu. Nguwoi Nias (Sumatra,
Indonesia) quan niém c6 mot cay vii tru lam nady sinh van vat. Nhitng nguoi chét dé€'1én
troi phai di qua mot cai cau, dudi cau la vuc tham cua dia nguc. C6 mot nguroi cam 14
chan va gido ding gac cdng troi; mdt con meo gitp viéc nguodi ay, viet nhitng linh hon
t6i 161 xudng nuwdc am pha.

Mot s6 nguoi lai tin rang meo den khong may man vi chung c6 lién quan dén mat toi
ctia mat trang, trong khi nhitng nguoi khéc tin rang nang luwong tiéu cyec cua chuing thu
hut nhing diéu xui xéo.

Trong van hoa dan gian Nhat Ban, meo d6i khi dwoc xem la mot sinh vat teong trung
cho su xdo quyét va ndi so hai va duoc gan cho nhiéu nang lyc siéu nhién. N6 bi coi 1a
mot con vat bdo diém d, c6 khuynh hudéng dwge xem nhw mot dn du vé nguoi phu niv
c6 kha nang, nhu nguoi ta noi, giét chét nhitng nguoi dan ba va nhap vao than xac ho.
Nguoi ta goi n6 la Nekomata. Khi Nekomata nguyén ria ém hai nguoi thi n6é ding
chdom trén hai chan d€ raa nguoi d6. Nguodi Nhat con tin rang nhitng ngudi thuong hay
hanh ha meo sé bi n6é am hai.

Tai Trung Qudc cling co truyén thuyét vé loai yéu quai tén 1a tién ly (dm Nhat doc la
Senri) c6 nhiéu diém twong dong véi Nekomata. Tién ly la loai meo nui séng lau thanh
tinh, c6 kha nang than thong bién héa thanh my nam my nt dé€ hut tinh khi ctia con
nguoi lam cho nguoi ta bi kho héo dan dén chét.

Trong thé giéi dao Phat, méo va ran bi ché trach la nhitng con vat khong xtic dong khi
dtrc Phat nhap diét, tuy vay néu nhin tir goc do khac thi diéu nay cé thé duwoc xem nhuw
mot ddu hiéu cua sy anh minh siéu viét.

Du quan niém vé loai meo khdc nhau gitta cac nén van hoa, gitra cac giai doan phat
trién ctia cac qudc gia, nhung khong thé pht nhéan chung la loai vat c6 nhiéu kha nang
dac biét anh huong téi quan niém ctia con nguroi. Ching ghi dau an vao nhiéu linh viee

nhu tu teong, nghé thuat, van hda va cudc sdng ctia con nguoi khap cac chau luc.

2. Hinh twgng meo trong van héa Viét
Viét Nam von thudc nén van minh lda nudc, nén con meo cing rat quy va can thiét cho
ngroi ndng dan nhw con cho chdn ctru cua nguoi du muc. Trong 12 con gidp cua Viét
Nam, c6 bay con vat duwoc thuan dudng tir lau doi va da tré thanh vat nudi trong nha
(trau, meo, ngua, dé, ga, cho, lon). Con meo tuy khong phai la vat nudi mang loi ich
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kinh t€, nhung lai la nguoi ban than thiét, bao vé thanh qua lao dong ctia con nguoi nén
van dwoc con ngudi yéu quy.

Trong chu ky lich phap, con meo dwoc giao quan ndm Mao, thang 2 va tir 5 - 7 gio, la
bu6i binh minh khéi dau ngay méi. Tt gio Mao, phwong Dong nhudm hong anh
duong réi téa 1én bau troi nhitng tia séng dep. Vao thang 2 -thang Mao, khi troi bat dau
am, mwa bui bay nhe nhe, cay cdi nay 16c dam choi. Vi th€, Mao trong ngtt hanh duoc
gén voi mua xuan, thudoc hanh Mdc, ham y duong khi b&t dau thinh, van vat sang tuwoi.

Tuy duoc dat vao thoi gian twoi sang, bat dau ngay mdi, nhung quan niém vé loai meo
cting c6 nhiéu khéc biét thu vi. Cé khi chung duoc xem la con vat hitu ich, nhung cling
c6 khi chiing dwgc coi la con vat lién quan dén ma quy va nhitng diéu xui xéo.

Trong quan niém ctia nhiéu ngwoi dan, con meo mang lai nhiéu diéu xui xéo. Va dan
gian van leu truyén cau tuc ngtr: Meo dén nha thi khd, ché dén nha thi sang. Con meéo cling
di vao van hoc dan gian nhw truyén ké, ca dao, tuc ngt. Meo vira la hién than cta sw
thanh canh, tao nha nhung ciing la ke wong nganh khi hay an vung, kho bao. Lau nay,
nguoi dan ciing gan cho noé rat nhiéu tinh xau ctia con nguroi d€ gép phan ran day phé
phén va rat ra bai hoc vé 16 song. Vi du, d€ chi loai nguoi vo gido duc, sdng budng tha
thi dan gian c6 cau Meo md ga dong; d€ chi hang ngwoi tinh ranh nguy hiém cang lau
cang khon ngoan, quy quyét: Méo gia hoa cdo; chi loai ngudi bip bom dn choi dang diém
linh tinh: Meo dang cho diéim; mudn phé phan hang nguoi chi ham an, ham néi déc, con
lam thi rat do: An nhuw rong cudn, néi nhw rong leo, lam nhw meo mira; phé phan hang
ngudi chura biét 1am thanh thao mot cong viéc da lam &u, lam d&i thi: Chuea hoc bit chudt
dd hoc ia bép... C6 khi dan gian lai dung méo dé chi nhitng hanh dong khen ché, thang
bai, nguy hiém, thira thi€éu: Meéo von chudt hay Chudt gam chin meéo d€ chi nhirtng hanh
dong dai dot, liéu linh, nguy hiém. C6 khi d€ chi mot hanh dong vira stec minh, dan
gian ¢4 cau: Méo nhé bit chudt con. Nhung dé€ chi mot viée qua stec minh, lai c6 cau: Meo
nhé lai bit chudt to. Khi chi mot hanh dong chura chic ai thang ai, c6 cau: Chua biét meo
nao cian miu nao. Khi can phé phan loai nguoi khong thay minh x&u ma chi di soi mai cai
x&u ctia ngudi khéc, ca dao c6 cau: Meo gia ché ché lam long.

Thanh ngtt cling ¢6 nhiéu cau dung hinh anh meo dé€ phé phan. Vi du: M¢ dé'mié¢ng
meo 4m chi mdt sw phd bay hé hénh dé kich thich cho ké x&u danh cap, con nhu: Méo
thdy mo lai chi sy thém muon, khat khao khong nhin dugc cia mot hang ngwoi. Khi can
chi sy ttec gian, bat binh, canh khoée c6 cau: Chii ché mﬁng meo; chi sw mau thuin khong
hoa hop duoc c6 cau: An ¢ nhw ché véi méo. Cham biém cho truong hop gép may bat
ngo dat dugc cai hoan toan ngoai kha nang cua minh thi c6 cau: Méo mu vo phai cd ran...
Cht meo con xuat hién trong cac dong tranh dan gian nhue Dong H6, Hang Trong.
Trong tranh Ddm cue6i chudt ca lang tranh Pong H6, ngudi ta bat gdp hinh anh tién si
chudt vinh quy cudi vo, nhung van phai biéu qua cho chtt méo dang ngbdi quip dudi vé
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hién lanh, dua tay ra nhan chat qua mon trong tiéng trong, tiéng ken. Biec tranh phan
anh mot 161 ing xtr cuia xa hdi tiéu ndng ngay xwa. Dac biét nhiing nguoi tho - nguoi
nghé si dan gian con cho né xudt hién trén nhitng biic cham khac 6 nhitng noi chén ton
nghiém nhu dinh lang Binh Luc - Quang Ninh, canh me con nha meo quay quan, cham
ndi 0 bia chia Linh Quang - Hai Phong, déu da phan anh mot nét te duy ctia nguoi xuwa
vé con vat gan gii nay.
3. Thay 10i két
Dudng nhu 1oai ngudi ludn mau thuan trong chinh quan niém cta minh khi nghi vé
loai meo. Chting da c6 mdi lién hé gan bo véi con nguredi bao doi nay vé nhiéu mat. Co
thé thdy meo la loai vat xuat hién trong rat nhiéu nén van hda véi nhiéu y nghia biéu
trung nhu sy may man, thong minh, linh thiéng... cta loai nguodi hay dac biét hon con
la hoéa than cua cac vi than. Nhung dong thoi, d6i véi mot s6 dan toc thi nd lai mang
nhing biéu trung xau nhuw loai vat bdo diém dit, sy ta ac... tit d6 mdt s6 nén van hoa
dung hinh anh ctia chting luu truyén qua tin ngudng, truyén ké, truyén thuyét, tuc ng
d€ phé phan nhiing tat xau ctua con nguoi.

Ngay nay meo duwoc tai hién véi cac hinh twong tranh anh, hoat hinh, truyén tranh véi
nhitng chii meo ngd nghinh, dang yéu nhu: meo di hia; meo Kitty (con tha cung goi
dau cta nhiéu ban tré; meéo Tom, chti meo trong loat phim hoat hinh Tom va Jerry ctia

My¥; chti méo Luna trong Thily thii Mgt Tring, méo may Doraemon... C6 thé khang
dinh, du & mat tich curc hay tiéu cue thi loai meo van luon chiém mot vi tri quan trong
trong cudc song cua con nguoi & moi thoi dai.
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Chi mot tir meo

Trai qua biét bao thoi dai, méo da tré thanh con vat quen thuc trong mobi gia dinh
Viét Nam.

Pau nam Mao, gat bo nhitng tuc 1é kiéng cte khong diang vé meo nhw: Meo t6i nha thi
khé, ché t6i nha thi sang, 14y con mat ngdn ngit hoc, tim hidu chit nghia chung quanh con
meo ciing la diéu tha vi. Boi vi, ngdn ngtt khong chi san pham cua hom nay, ma con
ctia qua khit xa xua va thuong dang sau cach tri gidc, nhan thitc, danh gia vé con vat
ndy, ta con bat gdp cach ting x tinh t& cia nguoi xura.

Nhung, trudc hét Mao khdng phai 1a meo, Mao 1a tho.

Cac sach xua déu ghi nhan nhu vay. Theo tit nguyén, Mao chi con thd, chang han mdo
canh 1a thit tho. Con theo sach Nhi Thap Tién trong Lich Thu, nam mdo dwoc tirgng trung
bang con thé (thd). LuAn Hanh Vat Thé, mot loai sdch ly s& Trung Hoa, cling thira
nhan, con thé twong irng véi nam Mdo. Cic nha nho, khi dé cdp dén nam Mao, déu dung con
tho lam con vat twong trung. Cu D6 Chiéu, trong Luc Van Tién, doan Ton Sw ban vé van
sO cua Van Tién, co viét:

Hiém vi ngira chay duong xa
Tho vira 16 bong, ga da gay tan
Bao gio cho t6i bac phang
Gap chujt ra dang con méi nén danh.
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RO rang, & day twong ttng voi cac con vat trong 12 con gidp: Ngwa, Tho, Ga, Chuot la
cac nam Ngo, Mao, Dau, Ty. S6 Cudng khi vinh khoa thi At Mio (1915) cling c6 cau:
"Ct nhan khoa thd, Trinh DPinh Ru...". Twdng cling nén biét, trong hau hét cac dan toc &
Pong Nam A déu c6 chung cch hiéu nhu vay, chang han, ngudi Kampuchia van tinh
tét ndm nay la tét con tho.

Riéng & Viét Nam ta, nim mdo - nim con thé, van 1a chuyén sach vo, chuyén ¢ dau bén
Trung Qudc, con ndam mdo - ndm con méo mdi chinh quan niém phd bién, ai ai cling déu
cong nhan nhw thé, da tro thanh mot théi quen tir rat 1au, khong can ban cai. Chinh
diéu nay biéu hién cach suy nghi doc lap, thé hién ban linh dan tdc trong viéc ti€p thu
van héa niede ngoai. Cu thé, khdng 18 thudc vao sach vé phuong Bac va cd cach van
dung riéng. C6 1€, do chir Han - Mdo doc trach ra meo, r6i Meo bién thanh méo chang?
Du sao meo tuong trung cho ndm Mao, da tré thanh dau an sau dam ti rat 1au trong
truyén thong van hoa dan toc.

Cting nhi mot s6 con vat khac, meo c6 nhiing tén goi khac nhau nhw miéu, meo, miu,
man, c6 khi miu (khdng biét méo ndo can miu nao) hay con goi la chdn nha (gia ly). Can
ct vao sic 16ng, ta co cac loai méo: meo mun, meo mudp, meo tam thé, meo tréng, meo
xam... Dyra vao mot s& can ctt khdc nhu ddc diém hinh déng, chd &, tinh tinh... nguodi ta

chia ra: Meo nha, meo ritng, meo diec, meo cdi, meo me, meo con, meo gia, meo lanh,

meo hoang, meéo cup tai, meo cup dudi, meo tinh, meéo mu... Tat ca déu kem theo mét
sac thai nghia riéng. Bang nhitng cach dinh danh khac nhau, théng qua ca dao, tuc ngi,
thanh ngit, dan gian da phan loai kha ly tht ting loai "dang cAp" nha ho meo.

Hay bat dau tit loai méo hoang. Méo hoang, tttc loai meo lang bat, khong c6 chu. Ciing
nhu méo ma ga déng, "meo" da "hoang", 1a meo khong ra gi. Hay nghe Hoan Thu xia xdi
Kiéu:

- Con nay chang phai thién nhan
Chang phuong trén chia ciing quan 16n chong
Ra tudng meo mad ga dong
Ra tudng ltng ting chang xong bé nao.

Hoac:
- Giong nha ba day, giong phuwong, giong cong

Con tudng bay, méo md ga dong lang lo
(Loi Sting ba mang Thi Kinh)
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Vi y nghia nhu trén, meo hoang thuwong xuat hién trong 10i ndi "dm chi". Con mot khi
thong bao ¢6 tinh chat nhan danh, lai khac:

Meo hoang lai gap ché hoang
Anh di dn trom, gap nang bdi khoai.

O day néi thé thoi, chie meo hoang, ché hoang thé nao dwoc! Céi chinh 6 chd cling canh
ngd ngheo kho nhw nhau. Cho nén da chic gl "an trom", "bdi khoai". That ra cing mot
cach noéi phtng dy, lam tang cuwong tinh chat ban han cua nhan dan lao ddng dudi ché

dd phong kién &p btic. Méo cut tai, cling ndm trong cach danh gia khong may tdt. Boi vi:

- Méo lanh ai n& cat tai
Gai kia chong bo khoe tai chi em.

Va cling véi cach suy dién nhw vay:

- Méo lanh chang ¢ ma
A lanh chang & hang com.

Hoéa ra chd & cting qui dinh tinh cdch nguwoi 6. Meo cut tai hodc cut dudi con nghia khac:
chi sy that vong, budn rau: tiu ngiu nhw meo cut tai, rd c6 khac! Néu nhu meo hoang,
meo ma, meo cut tai dwoc lvu y & tinh chat khéng dang hoang thi meo gia dwoc khai
thac ¢ khia canh khac. Meéo gia, 1a meo ting trai dén d6 khon ngoan, khon ngoan dén
mtkc tro thanh gian 1an, khong ai chiu néi: Méo gia hoa cdo. Con méo gia khéc chudt, chang
qua chi la 10i phé phan sy gia nhan, gia nghia, cht lam gi c6 thuc. Hodc d€ chi tinh
trang tudi gia x&€ bong, nhin doi ma bat luc, lai cé cAu: Meo gia thua chudt nhit.

Ngoai nhitng cach goi trén day, & Nam B9, (méo hodc cé meo) con dé€ chi b6 bich, meo
mag, vo thit, vo bé:

- Kh6 qua xanh, khé qua dang
Khd qua mic néng, khé qua déo
Anh mudn thuong em, anh man gidy giao keo
Ngay mai méi chic, em 1a con méo ctia anh

b
Meo thudc bo &dn thit sdng. Nudi meo cha yéu dé bat chudt. Meo thwong san moi vé ban

dém, con ban ngay khoanh tron ¢ cho vang, ngap van, ngap dai. Lir dir nhw méo ngdi
ngti, chi ai hay ndam vat, nam vuea. N6i chung, meo chi quanh quan trong nha, do vay dé
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dua cot nguwoi nam nhi bat tai hoac chi ru ra trong nha, ca dao thuwong dem vi nguoi dy
véi cdng viéc dudi meo, so dudi:

- Chong nguoi vac gido san heo
Chong em cam dia dudi méo quanh mam

hay:

- Chong nguoi di nguoc vé xudi
Chong em ngoi bép so dudi con meo.

That 1a cach vi von di dom va mang y nghia phé phan sau sac.

Long meéo min va mém mai. C6 1€ nguoi ta thich du yém, ve vust né do ¢ dac diém nay.
Ngay xua, khi cy but sat chwa ra doi, thoi but 16ng con ngu tri, 16ng meo dung dé€ lam
co phéch muc tau, viét cht ta, nén 16ng meo cé thé ban mua:

Tram tu6i hon dau vé chin sudi
Nham (nhum) 16ng &€ lai gitip tro nghéo
(Phan Van Tri, Con meo)

Meo c6 hai con mat vita tron, vira xanh. Tt day, san sinh nén thanh ngit: xanh nhw mat
meo. Mt xanh nhu mat meéo tiic 1a xanh qua mtic binh thuong, ham cai nghia ché bai.
N6 khéc véi mit xanh lich thiép, dep de:

"Bdy lau nghe tiéng ma dao
Mt xanh chang d¢€ ai vao, c6 khong?
(Kiéu)

C6 khi mt xanh cting mang y nghia kéch cdm: "Mat 6ng xanh, miii 6ng 16, rau 6ng
quén, téc 6ng do, dit dng cudi ltira, mOm Ong huyt gié..." Bo la nhiing cau tho cua Yén
D06, md ta bon thye dan cudp nudce.

Pudi meo ¢ dai hon dudi tho, dudi lon that, nhung lam sao c6 thé so sanh véi dudi
chon. Ai d6 hay khoe khoang, tu phu, dan gian c6 ngay cau: meo khoe méo dai dudi. Va
khong hiéu sao, phan 16n meo gia, dudi hay bi queo hodc gdp khiic nén méi c6 cach ti

du: Queo ngurng nhw dudi meo gia.

Tiéng kéu ctia meéo khdng may thanh tao. Ban da nghe, gitta dém hom khuya khoat
nhdt 1a trong nhitng mtia "meo dong tinh", ti€ng meo ngao chuwa? Nhu tiéng tré con
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khdc phai khong nao? Do vay, nghe ai hat ma ngwoi khac voi budt miéng: "Quai, meo o
dau gao om toi thé!" thi dung 1a hat khong hay. Ban nhé dé€'y, khi ¢d nguoi khen, hit
nhw méo kéu, hay hdt nhw meo ngao, hodc ac hon: hdt nhw meo cdi gao dyc, ding voi mirng
nhé.

K& ra meéo la con vat dn & sach sé. Méo thich nam nhitng chd &m &p nén bép tro van la
noi meo wa thich, vé sinh hoat, meo tuy ban ngay cu ru nhung moi chuyén déu twom
tat, tl swdi nang, rira mat dén ca chuyén tiéu tién. Khi "di ngoai", bao gid meéo cling dao
15, 1ap dat can than. Tk day, hé phé phan ai hay bung bit, "m¢t minh, minh biét, mot
minh minh hay", dan gian hay néi: Ddu nhw meo ddu cizt. Méo &n udng cham va it. An
nhw méo ma lai. Budc di nhe nhang, yéu diéu cdng véi tinh "an 1liém loat", nén meo
thuong duoc sap vao phai yéu: “"Nam thuec nhw ho, nik thiec nhwe midu”. Udng cling vay,
meo udng khong déng ké, boi vay: Giau vé thé, kho vé thé, man udng nwéc bé co bao gio can.
Meo tuy an it nhung thwong kho tinh. Bira an phai c¢6 duwa mudi, man moi, néu lat meo
bo khong them ngti toi. Co an lat, méi biét thirong than méo. Nghia la c6 cung canh ngo
méi dé thong cam cho nhau.

Vé thtic dn, ngoai mon thit song, meo rat khoai mé. Nhw meo thidy mo, dy la vo vap mot
cach qua dang, hodc vi qua ham mudn ma san tdi, quén ca dau dudi. Von da thich méo
nhu vay, nén mé dé' miéng meo la dai, bdi so so trude mat, lam sao khoi an vung dugc.
C6 nhiéu thanh ngir dtic két ban chat xdu an ctia meéo: Méo nao chiang dn vung mo,
hodc meéo nao ché thit mé. Ca 1la mén an thit hai, meo thich. Ma cé thi d6i véi meo ké ciing
kho kiém. Meéo vé dwoc ci da may mén 1&m roi, con meéo mir vé duwgc cd lai cang hi hitu, it
thay. Nhung dén treong hop meéo mit v6 cd rdn, qua hét chd néi; chi cé thé so véi chuyén
trung s& doc dac.

Leo tréo, mot moén "vo gia truyén” cua dong giong meo. Tl xa, meo cd thé phdng tudt
1én cay dé nhu bén. D& phé phan tinh hay day khon, dan gian muwon hinh anh leo tréo
cua meo dé ngu y: Con meo, con méo, con meo, ai day may tréo, may day tao leo? Theo d6, thi
leo treo la thudc tinh bdm sinh cia meo. Chinh nho hai mén nha nghé nay, bao lan meo
tranh "dung mat" véi chd, va luc loi bat ¢ noi dau dé san moi, tham chi con tranh dwoc
tai hoa. Chuyén dan gian k& rang, meo day hd hoc vd. Meéo day tat ca cac mén nghé cho
h, ngoai trtt moén leo treo, meo chi git riéng cho minh, phong ho tré mat. Qua nhién,
hd phan. Nho bi quyét leo treo, meo thoat chét. Mot mén vo khac cling khong kém
phan quan trong d8i véi meo, ay 1a quao (ché can, méo quao, ngua d4, bo hic...). Nhung
qué chi d&€ hi1 doa tré em thdi, chtt chang chét ai: Meéo quao khong xé duwoc vich toi. Méo
cting nhay rat gioi, dung hon, day cling la sd treong cua meo. Phan Van Tri, da khai
thac tinh chat le lang nay dé chi viéc mau thang quan tién chirc ciia bon vua quan ban
nuoc:
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May tang dai cac sai chon leo
Nhay le chi cho bang giéng meo
(Phan Van Tri, b.d.d)

Dai véi cho, viéc cat gitt d6 an twong d6i don gian, chi treo 1én 1a xong. Con meo von da
le lang, lai leo, treo, nhay gidi cho nén can phai ky ludng. Nguwoi ta da rut duoc kinh
nghiém: ché treo, meo ddy. Didu &6 cling mach bao rang trong ting x phai tity d6i tong
cu thé d€ c6 bién phap thich hop.
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bat meo trong quan hé véi cac con vat khac nhw meo véi chudt, meo véi chd, meo véi
cop, cac tac gia dan gian thdong qua nhitng biéu hién c6 that, nham khai thac tinh chat
ham nghia dé€ I6ng cai nghia bong vao.

Ta bat dau bang cdp tir méo chudt va nhitng thanh ngit khai thac tinh chat biéu trung tir
hai con vat nay. Tuy cung s6ng trong nha nhung vai tro cia meo va chudt hoan toan
doi lap nhau. Meo bao gio cling ¢ trong cai thé chu dong, ké ludn gay tai hoa cho chudt.
Nhung khong phai ltc nao chudt cling so so trudc mat meo, mudn cé "chit twoi" meo
thuong phai thiec khuya, day sém, nghia la mudn c6 an, meo cting phai lao dong:

Con meo, con meéo, con meo
Muoén an thit chudt, phai leo tran nha.

Binh thuong, hé nghe tiéng "meo meo" chudt da quynh quang, chay vat gio 1én ¢6, vi
vay, meo phai rinh rap, tim co hdi dé€ ra tay. Rinh nhw méo rinh chugt, trede hét mo ta
tinh can ct, chiu khé ctia méo nhung né con chita cai nghia nay ntta: phé phan tinh xoi
moi, tim co hoi d€ hai nguoi. Khi da vo dugce chudt, meo c6 cai tat hay von moi, von
nhu moét cai tha ¢ meo trude khi an. Cho nén trong mot cudc thi thd tai nang, c6 nguwoi
binh pham von nhiw meo von chudt thi rd rang c6 sy chénh léch vé tai nang va trinh do.
Con nhir meéo tha con chudt - lai ché trach cach dm bé vung vé cua dira nho d6i voi em,
hoac khiéng vac vat gi cau tha khong dung qui cach. Va pham lam viéc gi cling phai
tinh dén sttc minh, thanh ngt day: meéo nhd bit chudt con chit dirng nén meo con bit chudt
cong hay méo con bit chuét Ion. Nguyén Thuong Hién trong bai pht cai lwong, ciing 14y y
nay lam phwong sdch hanh dong: "Bao gio to 16n hay hay, meo nhd bit chudt to, strc Ay
xem ra durng c6 guong'.

Meo chudt twdng chi c6 khai thac trén quan hé mot chiéu, tiec meo ludn an thit chudt
cht khong thé nguoc lai. Trong cac bai "ve ndi nguoc” ¢ khi chudt lai nhay 1én vi tri
cht nhan 6ng va dé chi céi y ca biét, hi httu, dan gian cting hay khai thac quan hé nguoc
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chiéy, trdi doi ndy. Chang han chudt gdm chan minh, mot chuyén binh thuong: "Di
cung bon bé chin chu, trd vé x4 bép chudt chu gdm chan". Nhung chudt gim chin meo lai
chuyén la, cfing nhw chudt cin diy bugc meéo qua 1a hi€m thay. Phai ching, ngoai y vira
n6i, thanh ngtr con khuyén ta thuwong nguoi phai ding ldc, dtng chd? Va 6 1€, tinh
chat ngao nguoc, di dém vira mang tinh dau tranh vira mang tinh trao 1ong, tap trung
nhat, trong bai ca dao sau day:

Con meo treo lén cay cau
Hoi tham cht chudt di dau vang nha
Chu chuét di cho dang xa
Mua mim, mua mudi, giS cha chi meo.

Cé la khong, meo di hoi tham stire khoe chudt! Phai chang meéo ngon ngot dé€ che day

am muu den t8i cia minh? Con chudt lo mam mudi d€ gid cha meéo, cang dang ngac

nhién. Chit nghia qua dung la 1oi qui phuc cta ké yéu thé nhung nao phai! Bung la
tiéng chwi théng vao mat meo ay chir. Thu vi biét bao.

Néu nhu ¢ trén, trong quan hé meo - chudt, chu yéu duoc xay dung trén cai nén cta ké
yéu, nguoi manh, ngugc lai meo - ché lai 18y co so tir chuyén d6i dau cia mot anh 49,
mot anh 50, ciia mot d:?mg tam lang, mot d?mg ntra can. Néi khéc, ché meo von khong

wa nhau.

Dan gian khong bo sét tinh chat "huc hdc", "xung khic" nay. Nao nhuw chd véi méo,
hodc nhw meéo véi ché. Thady chom x6m lang giéng cai va nhau, nguoi ta ndi chd meo lgi
cin nhau. Cé biét bao thanh ngit dan chéo tir cip ttr ché meo dé chi ngurdi khong lich
thiép ddnh ché chiri meo, chiri méo mdng chd, chiri méo queéo chd... Vat dung trong nha, bd

bat byra, khong ngan nép, nguoi ta lai than: ché tha di, meo tha lgi. Hoac d€ chi hang
nguoi "ghen an, tic ¢, cling bang hinh anh ché meo, dan gian da khai quat thanh kinh
nghiém song:

Cho ghét dira gam xuong
Meo thwong ngwoi hay nht.

Cung nghia vdi cac thanh ngt "quyt lam cam chiu" hodc "meo lam ché chiu", ca dao vi
von bang hinh anh ddc ddo sau day:

Con meo dap bé nodi rang
Con chd chay lai phai mang 1dy don.

Nhin chung, xét riéng hai yéu td chd - meo va ca nhitng cau tuc ngtt, thanh ngt dugc
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cau tao tlr tén hai con vat nay, thuong ham theo sac thai nghia khong t&t. Tham chi,
chiing da trd thanh nhitng pham tru d6i ing, tao nén nhiing thanh ngt vira nhip nhang
trong cau truc, vira bong bay 6 y nghia: meo hoang, cho lac, meo dang cho diém, meo lira ché
loc... Trén dai thé 1a nhw vay. Nhung khong it truong hop liét ké ché meo chi ¢ gia tri
nhan thirc, nhét la trong nhitng bai dong dao: "Con meo, con ché ¢ 16ng, cay tre co
mét, noi dong c6 quai'...

Cudi cung, meo - cop dwgc xay dung trén mot quan hé kha ddc bigt. Xét vé dac diém
sinh ly, hai con vat nay gidng nhau vé hinh dang, vé tai bat mdi, vé sd thich an thit
s6ng. Nhung chiing ddi 1ap o hinh véc, mot dang to 1én hung dit, mot dang nho bé,
hién lanh. Vi vay, trong cach danh gia cling bén trong bén khinh, mot bén dai dién cho
quyén th&, mot dang tuong trung cho ké thdp 6 bé miéng. Va théi doi, that 0ai odm:

Meéo tha miéng thit x6n xao
Kénh (con cop) tha con lgn thi nao thay chi

hay:

Meéo tha miéng thit thi doi
Kénh tha con lon mat coi ltmg khtmg

Qua thyeg, trong cudc song nhiéu khi ta chi thdy, dang hon chi dam phé phén nhiing
khuyét diém cua linh lac, con 6 chd khéc thi khong thdy, hodc thay thi ciing 1o di, "s¢
rat gidy dong rieng"". Va boi thé cho nén: Méo mdt thit, tiéc hon Kénh mat huou.

Fkx
Cau chuyén chit nghia xung quanh con meo con cé thé tiép tuc nita. Song ngay tét ma
ndi dai qua e khong tién. Bai viét tam ditng ¢ day. Nhu da thay, nguoi xua dé cap dén
meo dau phai d& néi meo, tréi lai bao gio cling nham dén mot ddi twong khac, quan
trong hon nhiéu: CON NGUOIL Do vay, dau ndm néi chuyén meéo dau phai chuyén
phiém; au cling la cach cuing nhau "6n ¢0 tri tan", hoc ¢ bi€t mdi d€ cung nhau song tot
hon. Va chi mét tir meo khong thoi, du thay stec song cua tiéng Viét ta manh mé va
phong phu biét ching nao.
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Nam Maio dirng dé€ "chudt gaim chan méo"

Trong s6 nhitng con vat gin giii v6i con nguoi, con méo khong dirng vi tri thit nhat
thi ciing nhi. Chi riéng viéc chtt méo c6 dic quyén thinh thoang "chung chin" véi con
nguoi lic troi mwa rét ciing du d€ x€p chu ding 6 thit bac cao trong méi quan hé véi

con nguoi. Ciing vi vy, trong thanh ngit va tuc ngit ¢ nhiéu cdu néi dén con méo

ngam ra kha tha vi.

Nguoi ta nudi meo truede hét d€bit chudt. Cap "meo" va "chudt" thuong duoc vi nhuw
nguoi canh gac, bado vé va bon duc khoét ctia cong. Nguoi canh gadc ma tinh nhanh,
khéo gi&u minh va kién nhan “rinh nhw meo rinh chudt”, thi 1t an cdp bon rat cong quy
s6m muon cting bi tém ¢d. Thé nhung lai c6 canh "chudt gdm chin meéo”! Thyc ra, mot
cau ma 3 tinh thé: 1-La chudt tao ton dam gam chan meo; 2- Chut meo luwoi nhac hoac
"ngl quén" mat canh giac, chudt t6i gdm chan ma khong biét; 3- Mot cach ndi mia mai:
"D6 chudt ma doi gdm chan meo!" Mot nghich canh phi ly, nhung & khong it vu 4n
tham nhiing, budn lau nhitng tén hai quan, cong an thoai hda dong 16a vdi bon tdi
pham (nhu Phung Long That, truong phong diéu tra chong budn lau I TPHCM va Bui
Van Chét, can by phong canh sat giao thong Cong an TPHCM trong vu "Tan Treong
Sanh" méi day) thi bon ching con té hon chti meo bi chudt gam chan; bon ching khac
chi da bi "chuot" moi tim va méc ca mat! Ciing ¢ thé mot phan vi cé ké “mang thit dén
migng meo”, hodc vi "mo dé'mi¢ng meo” (minh con nguoi ta mdy ai bo hét duoc long
tham, thdy vang, do6-la thi "nhw méo thdy mé”; nhung cht yéu vi bon chiing la 1 “meo
gia hoa cdo”, hoac 1a "meo dang cho diéin”, "meo ma ga déng”. Bay gio trong tu thi bon
chting “tiu nghiu nhw méo b cit tai”.

"Meéo nhé bat chudt con” hodc “meéo nhé bit chudt to” thi khong chi dé cap dén cip "meo”
va "chuot" ma la 16i khuyén véi tat ca moi nguoi rang dirng cé ganh vac cong viéc,
chirc vu vuot qud stee lye va trinh d6 cua minh. C6 diéu 6 doi, doi khi “meéo mu v6 cd
ran”, c6 nhitng anh chang vo tich s lai dwoc gitt vi tri "ngon lanh". Qua la chwa “biét
meo nao cin miu nao”! DU hon thua thi chiing van cdi tat “meéo khen méo dai dudi”!

Con meo ciing hay dwoc "cip d6i" véi con ché. Chac 1a vi chiing déu gan giii véi con
nguoi. Tt viéc cat gitt d6 an hang ngay mudn an toan phai nhé “ché treo meo ddy”, dén
phén giau ngheo nguoi ta cling dwa vao ché va meo dé xét doan. “"Meo dén nha thi kho,
ché dén nha thi giau”. Ngwoi ta nghi vay ¢6 1é vi nha nhiéu chudt, meo mdéi tim dén; ma

nha nhiéu chuét cling nhu noi lam bon duc khoét thi at phai nghéo; con ché dén nha ai
thi nha d6 chic la hay...nhdu, vitt xeong ra viron; ma nha giau méi hay an nhau. (N6i
vay, nhung dirng ¢ qua tin, vi nha hay cé thitc an thira, hay vitt xwong ra vueon, cac
chtt meo cling ludn tim dén). Du sao thi meo va cho thwong ¢ thé ddi lap hodc loai triv
nhau. "Khong cé ché bit méo in cizt!” Nhung tao hoa lai sap dit chting 6 bén nhau, nén
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vi ghen an va ¢ khi vi ganh tj tinh cdm thién 1éch ctia chti, chiing thuong gay su can
nhau. Con nguwoi ta cing vay. Anh em mot nha, ngwroi cing mot co quan, cung mot
ngo x6m ma hay ganh ghét, khong biét nhwong nhin nhau thi bi thién ha coi khinh

1a “dn & nhw ché véi meéo”. Con loai ngudi khong thdy khuyét tat ciia minh, chi nham chi

trich nhuroc diém ctia ngudi khac thi chang khac gi “ché ché meo lim 1ong”. Nhiing ké
tinh nét kho chiu, khi buc bdi véi ba con ban be ma khong tién noi théng tredc mat
nhau thi c¢6 cach béng gi6 “chivi ché ming meo”, "chiri meo quéo chd”.
Chién cong bat chudt cia méo ngoai tac dung tiéu diét bon duc khoét, con 1a phuong
sach "ty ciru d6i", tuy meo khong phai la giong tap an. Nguoi khanh an, hay an udng
nho nhe thuong dwoc méng yéu la “dn nhw meéo”! C6 1€ cling vi vay ma mot s6 gia chu
"quén" cho meo &n ciing khong méy ban tam. Trong nha "com treo meéo phdi nhin”, "cd
treo méo nhin déi”. Con nguoi ta d6i khi cling 1am vao canh d6. Ba d6i, dau goi phai bo,
gdp miéng an ban cling khong ché. "Meéo nao meo lgi dn than, béi chwng cé mo do’tran 1én
trén”. Tinh canh cht méo nay nhac con nguoi khi gap hién tuong la, bat thuong, hay
nghién cttu ky d€ tim cho ding nguyén nhan. Meo ddi thi gia cha dé thit ca so sudt la
bi "dét kich" lién. Du sao, thé cling 1a pham tdi én vung. C6 diéu con ngudi phai doi xtr
cong bang, chit khong thé dé tinh trang "Meéo tha miéig thit xon xao - Hium tha con lon thi
nao thay chi!”

No6i con méo ma dau phai chuyén meo. Ci lang nghe dan chiing xon xao sau khong it
phién toa xt bon tham nhiing thi rd. Nhiéu khi nguoi thg tang thi€u nho 1dy lon xi
mang hay mau sat vun thi bi ky luat gat gao, con cac "sép" duc khoét rong ca nha may,
cong trinh lai chang hé han gi!

Nam Mao dén khi con meo dang dan it di vi cdc quan nhau va dich vu "xudt khau",

danh phai cay dén nhitng "con meo" trong ngon ti to tién d€ lai, may chi doa dugc bon
"chudt" dang 1ong hanh chang?
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Meéo Hué

Meéo la thanh phén ctia tao vat, khong hé thudc loai nguwoi, khong phai 1a s¢ hiru dia
phuong. N6i Méo Hué 1a chuyén vui ngay Tét. DAt Hué, nguoi Hué, tiéng Hué c6
ban sic, biét ddu méo Hué chang thira huéng it nhiéu pham chat ctia thé ngoi va gia
cha?

Tir dién tiéng Hué¢ ctia Bui Minh Dtic la mot an pham c6 van dé vé ngdn ngir hoc va ti
dién hoc, nhung la nguon tu liéu quy vé “nguwoi Hué, van héa Hué”. O muc meo, tac gia
trich dan: “phong dao Hué”, r6i “dong dao Hué”.

Meo ngoao cin c6 ong thiy

Ong thidy bit dwgc mdt bty meéo ngoao
Trich dan hai [an, c6 1& vi thich thi; mot Ian goi 1a phong dao, 1a chti y nhan manh tinh
cach dia phuong; sau do6 goi la dong dao, ngu y cau hat vui choi ctia tré con, khong cé y
nghia gi. Tac gia nghe vay, nhé vay va ghi lai nhu vay, 1a ding véi tinh chat van
chuong truyén khau. Chiing ta khong thé dwa vao van ban no, an ban kia dé néi rang
thoai nay dung, thoai kia sai. Ai mudén tim hi€u cau hat, thi c6 thé thdy né trong tuyén
tap day com 2800 do nhém Nguyén Xuan Kinh(2):
Meéo ngao cin cd'con ciy

Con ciy vit chét ca biy meo ngao
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Cau nay ro nghia, nhung lai... thuwong thoi: canh meo cho phan tranh la thuwong
tinh “nhw meo véi cho”, n6é khong doc dao nhw 6ng thay vo nghia trong cau “dong dao
xt& Hué”; 6ng Bui sau lan viét meo ngoao thay vi ngao. Chit ngoao la dong tir ta viéc,
tiéng meo kéu (d€ goi nguoi) con ngao la tinh tir, chi giong meo 16n, gan véi meo ring.
Trong Tir dién tiéng Hué, 6ng Bui phat am theo giong “Hué minh: noai, goai” meéo ngao
la meo ngoao, con hon nhiéu tit dién tiéng Viét hién hanh, ...khong co tir ngao! No6i
chuyén vé nguoi Hu€, tiéng Hué, bao gio ciing c6 cai vui. Ong Bui con dan “ve Hué”:
Dau che bung bit bay chiy
Nay da 0 mdt mgt by méo ngoao
C¢ 1€ la san pham dia phuong that, vi tim noi khac khong thay. Con cau “ho Hué”:
Con meo khong rdch, ring kéu meo vd,

Con cd khong tho, ring goi ca linh?

la 161 hat doi dap, choi chit, thinh hanh nhiéu noi phia Nam, nhung thoai nay véi tie
rang, tho nglt, mang chat Binh Trj Thién ro nét.

DPén cau nay thi toan qudc nhiéu nguoi biét:

Con meo ma treo ciy tdo

Ba gia lo ldo, ming chiri nang dau.

Mién Trung, c6 1€ la vung Tri Thién da bién ché:

Con meéo treo lén cdy tdo,

MO héi chiwea rio, do cut chiea kho,
Didu ma eng c6 noi mo,

Em nguyén thic xudng ao ho tron danh.

Cau tho chadt phdc, tha thiét, tinh tt, goi nhd khong gian va tam tinh Hu€. Va cau ho
gia gao:
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Gdp nhau chwa rido mo6 hoi
Chuea tan c6i gao da roi nhau ra.
Vi tir ngit dia phwong, dan gian Trung b da sang tao nhitng hinh anh xuét sac:
Meo thay mo meo them chét gidy
M0 thay meo mo nhay té te.

Meo thiy mo la tuc ngtt dn du su them mudn vat chat, thuwong la néi dan 6ng trude
nhan sac. Thém chét gidy, tiéng dia phuong, nghia 1a them dén cling cuc, dén ray chét
nhu con c4 gidy giua trén thét. Con meo dwoc nhan cach hda trong hinh anh s6ng
ddng. Cau sau, tha phép nhan cach héa duoc ddy xa hon, tdo bao, tan ky hon: mé thiy
meo, ngu y hém hinh vi d6i ngau véi cau trén, ngudi nghe hiéu: cuc mé vo giac vo tri
day la nguoi phu nit. Nhay té té, nghia dia phuong, la ray rua theo phan xa cua con ca
twoi sap chét, tung tung trong 18 cd. N6 khong c6 nghia “mat cdm gidc” nhu da ghi
trong cac tir dién, ké ca cua 6ng Bui Minh Ptic, n6 ciing khong c6 nghia té tai, xot xa
nhu trong tho Tham Tam:

Ngoai phd'muwa bay: xudn boc rieou
Tac long mong moi chay té té
Oi oi ban tic ngoai troi giat
Ching doc tho ta tdt ciing vé
(Vong nhan hanh, 1944)
Ong Bui minh Dttc mach: nguoi Hué chudng méo tam thé: “cé ba mau, rdt ong d. Logi
meo ngueoi Hué'rdt thich nudi trong nha”. Dé hiéu thoi, vi vai tro tién khoi cia meo khi
dugc con ngudi thuan hoa 1a bat chudt va nhitng loai gdm nham. Dan da, ngay mot
ngay hai, nhitng gia dinh sung tac mdi nudi meo vira d€ diét chudt, vira lam bau ban.
Hué trong mot thoi gian dai, la d€ d6, thanh phd hanh chinh. Cac gia dinh hoang phai

va quan lai, cong chitc, nudi meo lam canh, mua vui, lam bau ban, nhat la nhiing ltc
bai bac, danh t sac, d6 xam huong.
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Nghe néi vua triéu Nguyeén ciing c6 ngurdi nudi meo, do do co tir méo ngu.

Xuan Diéu ¢6 thoi 6 Hué; nam 1937, anh tir Ha Noi vao, hoc nam cudi cung bac Tua Tai.
O Hué khong 1au, nhung anh chiu anh hudng sau dam khong gian dé o, va da viét
nhiéu doan thién, ba ndm sau in thanh tap truyén Phan Thong Vang(3) v6i nhiing cau
ndi tiéng:

“Con dwong Nam Giao thang ma khong bing, toi khéi sw di trong dnh sing, va toi t6i lin
trong bong toi, to ho bén thanh phd” Hué'la ngay, bén Nam Giao la dém” (bai Thuong Vay).

Ddc biét c6 chwong “Ché méo hoang” - khong nhat thi€t cia mot dia phuong nao,
nhung 6 day, con meo c6 nét Hu€, ma Xuan Diéu mo ta rat tinh: “quy phai cht khong
treong gia”:

“Ditu kho'sé thé nao, nhitng con meéo hoang vdn ik 14y vé qui phdi - qui phdi chit khong
trieong gid. Cich di ditng, cich nhai nudt, cich nang nhe nhitng vit thira thai déu co cdi duyén
cua nhitng ba hoang sdy ngdi hay nhitng cung nir hét thoi. Chiing budc de dit, khong mudn
dinh minh vao dat do, chiing cd cai ddc tai gii chdn cing tron tru, dit phdi ddm qua nhép
nhiia. Vi hé thong thd, chiing lign ti mi tam g6i. Nhitng con déi khong bit chiing lanh tinh
sach sé; tuy la méo hoang, chiing van con la meéo”.

“Nhitng ba hoang sidy ngdi, cung nit hét thoi” song 1an quan trong cac cung, cac phu, hay
trong dan gian, déu c6 ctr chi, ngén ngir tao nén phong cach Hué. Lam sao phan biét
dau la quy phai, dau la treong gia? Co 18 Xuan Diéu suy dién tir tiéng Phap ddi lap qui
phai (noblesse) thudc dong ho quy toc, nhiéu doi, véi tredng gia (aristocratie) 1a
nhitng nha giau, nhung chwa kip c6 phong cach sang trong. Moliere da ché nhao 16p
nguoi nay qua vo kich Truwong gid hoc lam sang.

“Via hé thong thd chiing lién ti mi tidm goi, nhitng con déi khong lam chiing lanh tinh sach
sé”; chinh x4c la trang tir ti mi nhac dén cdc ménh phu x¢ Than kinh trang diém céng
phu, c6 khi loe loet, du la cao tudi.

Xuéan Diéu con ta cach di diing ctia loai meo, cung giong vdi con ho, lwgn tim thin nhw

song cudn nhip nhang, trong tho Thé L&, ma ta ¢ thé ndi gon la “yéu diéu”, ma 6ng Bui
Minh Dtec cho 1a “dic tinh ciia xiz Hué” khi trich dan Nam Tran:

Thuyén nan dung dinh sau hang phwong

Cé gai Kim Ludng yéu diéu chéo
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Cheo do ma ciing phai “yéu diéu”, thi phai la nguoi Hué, du 6 day, nguoi diéu nhiéu
hon 1a nguoi yéu diéu. Nhé tho Nguyén Binh md ta thiéu nit Hué:

Loanh quanh xém ving dwong gin,
Ay ai lam ding phi tin v6i ai.
Con song khong rong ma dai,
Con do khong cho nhitng nguwoi chinh chuyén.
(Vai nét Hué, 1941)

Lai con hai chit ding dinh. Trong bai Thiong vay noi trén, Xuan Diéu c6 ta tang 16p
nguoi ngheo chung quanh d€ d6: “Doi quanh Hué ciing dung dinh nhw doi giita Hué,
ngudi ngheo & ddy khong cwc hin, khong lam lii, khong khon ciing”.

Sy that thi Hué nhu bao nhiéu thanh phd khdc, cling lam nguoi nghéo. Nhung song
chon d€ do, gidy rach gitr 1dy 1€, ho che giau vé lam 1t dwdi bé ngoai bao gio ciing
chinh té, twom tat.

Con “dung dinh” that su la cung cach cta gidi quan liéu, hay cdc mu cadc mé¢, con vua
chdu chta. La ngoc canh vang.

Nguyén Cong Trit da c6 lan mo ta quan lai triéu dinh Hué:
D tia vong xanh vin dung dinh
Guom vang thé bac vo nghénh ngang

Canh quan treong phong kién ay ttr lau da ha man. Khong biét x& song Hueong nti
Ngu ngay nay con ai nghénh ngang, con ai dung dinh nita hay khong.

*
Dung ttr Meo Hué'la ngoa ngtt. Meo la stc vat doc lap tw do, Itc chan ¢ véi nguoi thi tu
giai phong lam meo hoang, chiu tat ta, déi lanh nhu Xuan Diéu da mo ta ky va hay.

Trong mot thoi gian lich st dai, meo it 1 thudc vao ky cwong loai ngwoi; nhung khi
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nhing tién bd khoa hoc, ky thuat cai tién doi song vat chat, thi con meo cling ¢ thira
huong. Con meéo bau ban, nhiéu sac 16ng 1ong 1y ngay nay khong con 1a con méo

mudp bat chuét ma Nguyén Trai da mo ta. N6 bién d6i khong phai do chinh séch gia
huan, ma do con ngudi lai gidng, tao ra gidng méo méi, nhu gidng “meo Bac ky”,

Tonkinois, ngay nay khong can dy gi dén con méo Nguyén Trdi, ma lai gidng tlr meéo
Xiém véi meéo Mién Dién, khoang 1950 tai M. Goi la Bac ky cho c6 &m huong vién
ddng va vién xtt. Mai kia mét no, trén thi treong meo thé gidi néu cé xuat hién con

“Meo Hué” e cing la mao danh dé€ khuyén mai.

Bai nay viét vui choi ngay Tét, da dwgc nhiéu ban Hué gop y va cac hoa si Hué, trong
va ngoai nudc minh hoa, tac gia chan thanh va than thiét cam on. Co thé goi la... Meo

giao luu.

Cudi cung cling d€ mua vui, xin ra cdu ddi, dac biét cho nguoi Hué von sinh chi
nghia:

Tét Meo, bam chudt giri meo méo chugt.
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Tét nim Thin trong tho cia vua Minh Ménh
Tét dén xuin vé cung véi tuc khai but (18y bat ra viét mt bai van, mot bai tho, giai
mot bai toan, hodc viét cip ciu d6i) diu nim, nguodi Viét xwa con c6 thoi quen xin
chit va cho chit vao nhitng ngay Tét ¢ truyén cua dan toc. Day 1a mét viéc lam mang
nhiéu y nghia van hoa, thé hién sw trong chir nghia, trong tri thirc va ciing 1a mong
mudn xin dwgc con chit 1dy may man, ciu mot nam tai Igc, phiic tho diy nha. Xua vi
viét bang but 16ng nén viéc khai but 1a rat quan trong, phai mai muc, 40 dai khan
x€p d6t hwong tram lam mot bai tho, mot ciu ddi, mot bai van. Cac bac vua chtia xwa
¢t dén ngay dau naim moéi sé tw minh khai bat, ho thwong lam nhiing bai tho bang
chit Han hay chit Nom véi tiéu dé nhu Nguyén dan thi bat, Nhdm Thin Nguyén
dan...

Nam Nham Thin doi vua Minh Ménh (1832), nha vua cho in tap tho ngw ché thit hai
va ban tang cho cac noi. Sdch Pai Nam thyec luc cho biét: Tap tho nguw ché th hai da
khac in xong (tit mita xudn ndm Minh Ménh thi 12 1831 d&n muia d6ng ndm thit 13
1832, tho ¢d thé va kim thé, gom 10 quyén, cong 613 bai, 2 quyén muc luc). Thudng 100
lang bac cho nhitng nguoi chuyén bién va héi bién cung vdi thg lam. Sau d6, sai in ra,
cap cho: cac hoang ti, cac twdce cong, cac duwong quan 6 bd, 6 vién, 6 Noi cac, cac quan
Qudc tir giam trong Kinh, cac quan tinh va cac quan hoc chinh & cac trye Ta truc ky va
Hiru triee ky va cac tinh 6 ngoai, mdi nguoi 1 bd.

Vua du Noi cac: “Hai tap tho Nguw ché: So tap va Nhj tap, da chuan y 10i xin ctua van
than, cho khéc in roi. Lan luot da gidng chi thieong cdp cho cac quan trong Kinh va
ngoai cac tinh. Nhan nghi vé tho van, ta khong dua tai véi van si, nhung theo y mudn
ctia moi ngudi nén cho khac in, cling ¢6 thé 1am on ma cho liu hanh trong d&dm nho si.
Vay, xuéng du quan dan trong ngoai ai mudn in riéng cho minh, thi chuan cho mang
du gidy muc dén Qudc st quan, noi chira van in ma in, d€ rdng truyén ba.
Nguyén van bai tho:

F Rt B E A £ Nham Thin nguyén dén thi triéu hiru tac
(Lam tho khi lén triéu ngay dau nam nam Nham Thin)

Bl E AL
B imARAR
(TEHBZEAREEEEREER B XRRBNH N RESH AT E)
ETXTREY
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Phién am:

Thu t6 nghénh phon chi,

Li doan mo6c hao huu.

(nguyén dan ngu dién thu ha tic giang chi yén 1ai httu sai thi nhat thién khi tinh hoa
trung ngoai han hoan thanh vi khai thiéu cat su).

Trong Nham an van vat,

Kim tué Nham Thin chinh nguyét Nham Dén an St Ki Luat Thu htu van: nham chi vi
ngon nham da ngon duong khi nham dudng van vat vu ha da.
Nhuén tuat pht tam thu.

(Ban nién nhuan ctru nguyét thuyét van van ngtt hanh thwong sinh v mau thanh w tuét
tong mau ham nhat da).

Bai trach tan xuan hiép,

Thi triéu 6 16 tu.

Tué€ thi nhung phuc thi,

Tiéu can hyu tong dau.

Hap canh ki tran tinh,

Dai ha khan thuan luwu.
Nghiép canh kham pho ti,
Ngung d€ tich twong chu.
Tam dich
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Pau nam dén nhiéu phac,
Muén vat khoi dau tim goi troi xanh.

Ngay dau nam ngu trén dién nhan 101 chtc tee thi gidng chi ban yén cho cac quan,
ngay nay khi troi tanh rdo 6n hoa, trong ngoai déu han hoan, thanh thuc nhu la mo
van gap viéc tot.

Lai gap Nham van véat yén on,

Nham Thin ndm nay thang giéng 1a Nham Dan can ctt theo thién Luat sach Stt Ky c6
no6i: Nham la néi dén nhiém vay, néi khi dwong nhan nuéi van vat ¢ dwdi bau troi.
Nhudn thang Tudt giau ca ba thu
Thang 9 ndm nay nhuan, Thuyét Van ndéi Nga hanh sinh & Mau, thinh veong ¢ Tuat,
theo Mau hop thanh mét.

An trach hoa hop nam mdi,

Lam triéu theo 18 xua.

Bon mua lai tro lai tir dau,

Viéc chinh su cling bt dau.

Cau cho khap noi bui tran tinh lang,

Cau cho song 16n nudce thudn dong.

St nghiép gido pho cho ké hen,

Ngudng vong vua ban diém lanh ca nam.

Vé mo tip trang tri rong
Theo cach trang tri biéu tuwgng ctia nguoi An Nam xua (Viét Nam ngay nay) thi c6 bon
con vat co nang luc siéu nhién, goi la t linh, chiém vi tri hang dau. Bo la con rong,
con nghé, con chim phuong hoang, va con ria. Cong dung cta ching mang moét y
nghia ton gido la do su biéu thi ctia chiing, cac con vat nay mang lai nhiéu y nghia
pham chat ma ching c6 hodc chung twgng trung cho mot y nghia nao do.
Cling mang nhitng y nghia twong ty nhu vay, nhung 6 mot cdp d6 it hon c6 nhiéu con
vat khéc da tao ra mot nén my thuat An Nam nhu con hac, con sw tr, con doi, con ca.
Tat ca déu noi 1én mot 1oi cau chiic mang it nhiéu dac tinh ton gido. Clng vay con ho
mang tinh chat nay theo mot cach dang luu y hon, vi hinh anh con hé d6i khi la d6i

twong cua mot sy tho tw riéng, boi vi c6 viéc thap hwong cung 6ng ho, va nguoi ta
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dung hinh anh con ho nhu la mét thit bua yém day tinh thiéng hoa d€ vo hiéu héa
hoac du6i xa nhitng anh hwong xdu cta loai ta ma quy quai.

Mot trong s6 nhitng hinh teong tiéu biéu cho cach trang tri ctia ngwoi An Nam xua d6
la hinh anh con réng. Rong, tiéng Han - Viét nghia la long, tiéng Viét goi la rong, la
mot con vat thuong duoc dung dén nhat trong my thudt cua ngwoi An Nam. Trong
cac cung dién la noi cw tra riéng cta con rong, boi vi noé twong trung cho hoang de,

nhung ngwoi ta cling thay rong xuat hién trong cac dén chuia va cac nha tir duong, trén

Iwon ndéc vach mai, trén cac vach trai nha, trén cac da cham cta bd swon nha, trén cac

d6 gb va trén vai lua, trén cdc biéu mau chén bt &n cho dén cac cay canh nhé ma
ngudi ta udn nan cho né 16n 1én theo dang con rong.
No6i moét cach chinh xac hon 1a, con rong khong phai duwgc nguoi An Nam ton tho,
nhung ho thay anh hudng siéu nhién khap noi ctia con rong nhu 1a vi vua dudi nueée
va vi chuia t€ trai dat; hanh phtc ctia nguoi song va su yén 6n cua nguoi chét déu phu
thudc vao con rong.

Theo truyén thong ctia nguoi Trung Hoa, con rong c6 nhitng nét ddc trung la: né cd
nhiing cai sting ctia con nai, mot cai dau ctia con lac da, nhitng con mat ctia quy st, cai
cG ran, cai bung ca sau, nhitng 16p vay ca, nhitng méng nhon ctia chim dai bang,
nhitng 16 tai bo, nhung & noi con rong thi chinh nhiing cdi sting 1a trung tam ctia thinh
giac.

Hinh anh con rong duwgc biéu trung cho nguoi chong, vi hon phu, néi mot cach chung
nhat 1a biéu tuong cho ngudi dan dng. Nguodi phu nit thi dwoc biéu trung bang con

chim phuong hoang. Trong tho van dan gian thuwong an du dé néi dén hinh anh nay,
va khi nguoi ta thdy mot biec théu ma c6 con rong phdi hop véi chim phuong hoang,
thi d6 la diéu ma nguwoi ta mudn noéi dén mot cudc hon nhan.

Trén cac luon ndc nha, con rong dwgc trinh bay hai [an déi xing nhau. Chinh gitta
luon néc nha nguoi ta dat hinh anh mot qua cau ltra, hai con rong quay dau vé huéng
qua cau d6. Toan bo qua cau va hai con rong duoc chi rd boi thanh ngtt ludng long
triéu nguyét, nghia 1a hai con rong kinh can chau mat trang.

Mot mo tip cling gan véi mo tip trén la ludng long tranh chau, nghia 1a hai con rong
tranh nhau mot hat ngoc quy, & day ciing vay, rat thuong phai thy cé s 1an 16n gitra

hai dé tai nay, hodc an trong quan niém cta cac nghé nhan. Trong truong hop ludng
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long tranh chau, thi nhitng con rong dwoc cho la hon thua d€ tranh mot hat ngoc, hat
ngoc nay la mot qua cau khong c6 ngon Itra.

Trong tat ca cac treong hop trén, it nhat la khi nhtng treong hop cho phép lam diéu
nay, con rong duogc bao boc trong nhitng dam may, chtt Han goi 1a van, may kéo thanh
tteng dai cudn lai tteng cudn trong rat dep. Trong tran lang vua Khai Dinh ta thay c6
btec tranh cttu long an van, chin con rong ndm an trong may 1a mot biec tranh ndi
tiéng.

Ngoai nhitng mo tip trang tri con rong riéng thi con c6 sy pha tron gitta con rong va
cac con khac nhw v6i con ca goi la canh ngu long hy thuy, cd va rong duia vui trong
nudc... tat ca tao nén nhitng bitc tranh vé rong sinh dong la thuong.

Du cho rong dugc trang tri ¢ trong cac lang tdm cung dién, hay cac dinh chtia dén
miéu, thi nhitng twong tong sinh dong ctia cdc nghé nhan vé con rong van 1a hinh
anh thiéng héa. Mot thong diép ma cac nghé nhan mudn gii gam vao hinh tuong rong
nhu la su ton kinh vé moét vi hoang dé€, mot biéu teong 16n lao ma ai ciing mong dwoc

hudng tdi.
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Hinh twong con rong trong cic nén vian hoéa thé gioi
Rong (trong tiéng Anh goi la dragon) 1a loai vat mang tinh twdng twong, mot biéu
twong van hda, ra doi tir sw nd lwc cta con ngwoi trong viéc tim hiéu va nhan thirc

thé gioi ty nhién.

Roéng trén mai dién Thdi Hoa Hué’

Tuy nhién, no lai ¢d vai trd quan trong trong rat nhiéu nén van minh trén thé gidi. N6
con dugc biét dén qua nhitng hinh anh khac hoa trong cac truyén thuyét va than thoai,
trong nghé thuat tao hinh tai nhiéu nén vin héa phuong Déng 1an phuong Tay. O mdi
qudc gia, ving mién, mdi thoi ky, ching déu mang nhiing hinh dang va y nghia thu
vi, ching c6 thé dai dién cho diéu may, diém lanh, cling c6 thé dai dién cho cdi 4c, cai
hung di.

Con rong trong cac nén vian hda trén thé gidi
O nhiéu qudc gia trén thé gidi, hinh anh loai rong déu dwoc biéu thi cho loai linh vat
huyén thoai c6 sttc manh phi thwong. Cac nuwéc phuong Tay xem rong la bi€u tuong
cta su hung d@. Theo tu dién Larousse do Pierre Larousse (1817 - 1875) bién soan,
rong la mot con vat hoang duong, hinh rén nhung lai ¢6 canh va dudi. N6 c6 hinh
dang ctia khung long c6 thém sting, canh, vay lung va cé thé phun ra Itta hodc nudec...
Da ctia né ran chac, khdng loai vii khi nao c6 thé sat thwong dwoc nhung lai c6 diém
y&u ndm & mat va ludi, thwong sdng noi héo lanh, con nguoi it dt chan dént.

Vét tich c& xwra nhat vé rong & phuwong Tay nam trong truyén thuyét Hy Lap ndi vé
Cadmus. Khi di dan di khai khan, Cadmus duwoc mét con bo than dan téi mot dia diém
& Boeotia (thudc mién Trung cua Hy Lap). Khi 6ng ta phai nguoi ctia minh di 1dy nwéc
O mot con sudi, tat ca moi nguoi bi mot con rong canh gitr ngon sudi giét chét. Sau do,

Cadmus da giét chét con rong, nho rang cua rong va gieo xudng manh dat. Mot toan
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nguoi cé vii trang moc ra tir mdi chiéc rang duoc gieo. Ho danh va giét 1an nhau cho
dén khi chi con nam nguoi song sét. Nhitng nguroi nay gitip Cadmus xay dung mot
toa thanh. Cudi cung, toa thanh d6 phat trién thanh thi trdn Thebes. Nam nguwoi kia tro
thanh t6 tién cua tang 16p quy toc thanh Thebes. Trong s6 d6 c6 mot ngureoi, ménh
danh 13 “con trai ctia rin”, tén 1a Echion, cudi con gai cua Cadmus lam vo. Sau nhiéu
vu r8i loan, vua Cadmus rit vé Illyria, & d6 6ng cuing vo la Barmonia bién thanh ran,
sau khi chét da duoc cac than dem lén ¢di cuc lac. Than thoai Hy Lap cling mo ta rong
dwdi nhiéu dang: ¢ con rong bay dau, c6 con rong chin dau chuyén &n thit con gai
dep, 6 con tram dau mat tron trimng... Cac chuyén ké vé rong dan xen véi nhiing
chuyén vé nguoi khong 16 va quai vat. Hau hét déu theo mot mo tip: rong cd nhiéu
dau, chuyén gieo rac tai hoa, s6ng trong hang, nguoi anh hiing giét rong dé ctu ca mot
dan toc hay cc nang cong chtia. Song cac cau chuyén vé rong van thuce sy hdp dan
qua cac cudc phidu luu ctia nhitng vi anh hiing d€ chinh phuc rong. Y nghia an dang
sau tich cac truyén vé rong ctia phuwong Tay la coi rong nhu hién than cua su x4u xa,
can bi trirng phat...; tit d6 lam n6i bat cac nhan vat chinh la cac anh hting - nhitng
nguodi da chién thang rong dé dem lai diéu t6t dep. Theo mot truyén thuyét khac cta
Hy Lap ké rdng, c6 mot vi than 1a Achilles, diing si vd dich. Anh 1a con ctia Thetis, nir
than bién véi vi vua Hy Lap Peleus. Tt thud nhé Achilles dugc tam mau rong nén co
thé tré thanh minh dong da sat, c6 sttc manh vo song, nhung chi c6 gét chan mau rong
khong thdm téi nén chd nay tré thanh nhwoc diém duy nhat ctia Achilles. Trong tran
chién thanh Troy, Achilles bi tring tén ctia Paris ban vao gét chan va chét. Ttr d6
nguoi ta moéi dung ngan ngtr “goét chan Achilles” d€ am chi mot nguoi du ¢ manh mé
dén dau van c6 mot yéu diém nao do.

Rong do 1a bi€u hién cua x@ Wales, Mabinogion (truyén) vé Lludd va Llefelys ké vé
cudc chién dau gifta rong d6 va rong trang, rong trang la biéu teong ctia nhitng nguoi
Saxon xam lugc. Cudi cung hai con rong, say rieou mat ong, dugc nhét ¢ chinh gitta
dao Bretagne, tai Oxford, trong mot chi€éc hom da. Khi chwa ai tim ra duoc chung thi
hon dao sé khdng bi bat ct mot cude xam lwge nao. Rong dwoc nhét lai la biéu tuong
cua nhiing sttc manh gidu kin va duoc kiém ché: hai mat cia mot ban thé bi che. Trong
sach Khai Huyén chuong 12, Nguoi Phy Nit va Con Mang Xa ké rang mot ngudi phu niv
xudt hién véi canh twong: minh khoac mat troi, chan dap mat trang va dau doi triéu
thién muoi hai ngdi sao. Ba sinh mot con trai d€ “dung trieong sat ma chan dat mudn

”. Mot con mang xa (c6 1é tiong trung cho Satan) c§ gang dé giét cau bé, nhung
khong dwoc. Tong lanh thién than Micae va thién binh giao chién vdi con mang xa. Bai
tran, con mang xa bi gidng xudng trai dat, noi dd, né ti€p tuc gay chién véi nhing
nguoi con hau dué ctia nguoi phu nit nay, la nhitng nguoi tuan gitt muwoi diéu ran va
161 cia Chua Giésu. Cau bé duwoc sinh ra chinh la Chua Giésu.

dan
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Nhung cidc phuong dién tiéu ceec khong phai la nhitng phuong dién duy nhat, ciing
khong phai la quan trong nhat. Y nghia biéu twong ctia rong mang tinh d6i chiéu, va
chang d¢ la diéu duoc biéu thi trong tranh hinh Vién Déng vé hai con rong dwong dau
véi nhau, ma ta lai tim thay trong nghé thuat Trung C0, va ddc biét hon nita trong
thuat gia kim chau Au va Héi gido, & d6 cudc duong dau nay mang hinh dang twong
tw nhw & cdy gay ran than. DAy 1a sy vo hiéu hoéa cic khuynh huéng trai ngroc nhau,
luu huynh va thuy ngan gia kim (trong khi d6 ban chat tiém tang, khong boc 16, duoc
biéu hién bang con ouroboros, con rong tu can 1&y dudi minh). Ngay ca ¢ Vién DPong,
rong cling mang nhiéu dang vé khac nhau, 1a con vat song luc dudi nudc, trén mat dat
- tham chi dwdi mat dat - va trén troi; khién ta c6 thé coi né la gan giii vi con
Quetzalcoat], con ran c6 16ng vii ctia ngudi Azteque?,

Trong thuec t€, day chi la nhiing dang vé khac nhau cua mot biéu twong duy nhat, 1a
biéu tuong cua ban nguyén tich cuc va sang tao: sicc manh thin thanh; nhiét tinh tinh
thin nhw Grousset noi.

Truc ctia cac con rong, trong dé tai chiém tinh hoc, cling goi la truc s6 ménh. Dau rong,
la diém cua dé tai, tai day phai thiét 1ap tiéu diém cua ton tai hiru thiee, d6i lap voi
dudi rong, c6 kha nang nhao tron tat ca cac anh huong dén tir qua khit, do la cai
Karma (nghiép) ta phai thang. Hai bo phan &y ctia rong ciing duoc goi 1a cac diém nit
ctia mat trang, Bac va Nam; d6 1a nhitng diém giao hoi gitta quy dao mit trang va quy
dao mat troi.

*

Ddi nguoc voi y nghia tiéu cuc, dai dién cho stec manh hay diét, cha cai ac thi con rong
trong tam thitc cac dan tdc phuong DPodng lai duge xem 1a vua trong thé gidi sinh vat,
la biéu twong ctia diém lanh, su may man va tot dep, 1a con vat huyén thoai duy nhat

trong 12 con gidp. Trong truyén thuyét, than thoai cia phuong Pong, du cot truyén cé

khéac nhau nhung rong bao gio cing dn chita y nghia biéu twong cho sy cao quy tot
dep. Tham chi trong st sach con ghi chép lai nhiéu lan réng xuat hién thi c6 mua, diéu
nay cang khién cho con vat huyén thoai nay trd nén huyén bi lai ¢ sy hién htru quyén
nang thuc su dau do trong doi song.

O Trung Hoa xua, ngudi ta xem rong 1a tinh linh ndi, 14 than linh bao hd nim ving,
nghia 1a bon phurong va vung trung tam; la ké bao vé nam ho bon bién (c6 nghia la
moi h6, moi bién). Ngueoi Trung Qudc con cho rang rong bat tiz. Cac con rong Trung
Hoa cling 1a nhiing con vat cudi cua cac than tién bat tw. Di chi rong dwoc cho la tim
thdy sém tai van héa tién Hong Son trong viing song Liéu ¢ Dong Bac Trung Qudc,
v6i hinh teong rong duwoc sap xép bang da, cé nién dai vao khoang 8000 nam trudc.
Nguoi Trung Qudc luu truyén rat nhiéu truyén thuyét vé loai rong, ngoai hd mua goi
gi0, ching ¢4 thé d6i song lat bién, goi may che mat troi. Truyén thuyét “Chin rong
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gion nudc” k€ vé viéc lam ra mua gié do 1 con rong diéu khién. Nhung né khong thé
lam cho noi noi mua thuan gié hoa. Ngoc Hoang ben ctt tam con rong nita xuéng ha
gidi gitup strc va phong con rong kia lam dau dan. Nhan dan moi noi don tiép. Chin
con rong an udng qua da, say tay liy nén lam mua gié gay lut 16i, nhan chim lang
mac. Chin con rong bay 1én nui cao, ritng sdu ngt mét giac dai. Khi nan lut qua di, vao
vy mua, nhan dan can mua thi khong thdy chung xudt hién. Khi rong dau dan tinh
gidc c0 stec goi gid kéu muwra, con 8 con kia khong chiu hanh dong. Lut 16i, han hén,
nguoi dan lai kéu dén troi. Ngoc Hoang triéu 9 con rong vé thién dinh nhung chiing
van dang chim dam trong gidc ngti. Ngoc Hoang ttic gian truyén chi sai tdm con rong
bay tam huéng Pong, Tay, Nam, Bic, Dong Nam, Pong Bac, Tay Nam, Tay Bac va ctt
con rong dau dan ¢ chinh gitra ki€m soat tdm huéng. Tt d6 nhan gian mua thudn gioé
hoa.

La sttc manh than thanh, sang tao, xép dat, rong dwong nhién la biéu tuwong cua d€
vuong. Rong la thé hién quyén luc t6i cao cua hoang dé Trung Hoa; mat rong c6 nghia
la mdt cta hoang d€; dang di ctia rong oai vé nhu dang di ctia cha tudng; vién ngoc
rong, ma nguoi ta bao la né ngam trong hong, 1a vé ruee rd khong thé choi cai trong loi
noi cua chu twdng, s hoan thién trong tu twdng va cdc ménh 1énh ctia nha vua. Hoang
dé da dung rong dé thang cc khuynh huéng xau xa, da cudi 1én lung mot con rong
ma bay vé troi. Nhung chinh ngai cing 1a rong, ciing gidng nhu Phuc Hy, vi hoang dé
dau tién, nguoi da nhan duwgc Ha d6 tir mot long ma. Chinh nho ¢6 rong ma Pai Vi da
c6 thé tao nén thé gidi bang cach tiéu nwdc thira di: con rong duwoc dua tir troi xudng,
da mo duong cho ngai (khai dao).

Rong 1a biéu twong ctia con mua than thanh lam twoi nhuan dat dai. Cac diéu mua
rong, viéc trung bay cac con rong cé mau sac thich hop cho phép cau duoc mua, 1a
phép lanh ctia troi. Do d6 rong la ddu hiéu cua diém lanh, réng hién 1én la ton phong
nhiing triéu dai hanh phuc. C6 lug, tir nhitng chi€c mdm ha rong ctia nd, tudn ra
nhitng chiéc la: ddy la biéu teong ctia sy nay mam. Theo mot phong tuc ¢ Indonesia,
ngay dau nam, mot doan nguoi tré tudi doi 16t rong bang gidy nhay mua trén duong,
trong khi nhitng ngwoi dan phd don ra & cac ctra s6 dang 1én rong nhiing mé rau cai
xanh ma né nhai ngdn trong niém vui Ién ctia moi ngudi. O Campuchia, con rong
nudc so hitu mot vién ngoc phat ra anh choi - va dnh chép, gay mua.

Rong cling la bi€u teong cta su song, sit d6i mai theo chu ky, dwoc biéu thi béng sw
xuat hién cta rong, teong ting véi mua xuan, véi phwong BDong véi mau xanh luc: vao
tiét Xuan phan, rong bay 1én troi va vao tiét Thu phan lai lao sau xudng viee tham;
diéu d6 dwoc thé hién bﬁmg vi tri cta cac sao Kio va ta-kio, bong ctia chom sao Xt N
va Arcturus, nhitng chiéc sting ctia rong. Viéc stt dung hinh con rong trong trang tri
cac ctra ra vao ¢ phuong Bong cting khién né mang méot y nghia biéu tuwong chu ky,
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nhung ding hon 1a ¢6 tinh chat diém chi. Vé mét thién van hoc, dau va dudi ctia rong
1a nhitng diém nudt cta trang, tirc cdc diém dién ra nguyét thuc: tte &6 ma cé hé biéu
twong Trung Hoa vé con rong nudt mit trang va hé biéu twong A Rap vé dudi rong
dwoc coi 1a viing t3i tim. O day ta gdp mot mt t6i taim trong y nghia biéu twong cta
rong, nhung tinh hai mit ctia biéu twgng van khong thay d6i: rong 1a dwong véi tu
cach la dau hiéu cua sim va mua xuan, ctia hoat dong cua troi; né la am voi tw cach 1a
chdia té cdc viing nuéc; né la duong & chd né ddong nhat véi ngua, véi sw t - 1a nhing
con vat thai dwong - va véi guwom; 1a 4m & chd né 1a héa than ctia mot con ca hay dong
nhat v6i mot con ran; 1a dwong véi tu cach 1a nguyén ly gia kim (thtiy ngan)?.

D&i v6i nguoi Nhat, con rong 1a vat chin yéu trong ly twdng. Ho cho rang, mdi ky sinh
nd, rong cai dé ra chin con. Rong thit nhat wa ca hat va thich moi am thanh ém 4i, do
d¢é dinh cac chuéng Nhat Ban dwoc duc hinh con vat nay. Rong thit hai thich &m thanh
ctia nhac cu nén dan koto hodc dan thu caAm nam ngang va trong suzumi - mot th
trong con gai ddnh bang ngoén tay, duwoc trang tri bang hinh con rong. Réng thit ba wa
udng va thich cac loai rugu nén chén udng ruou dugc trang tri hinh rong. Rong thi tw
thich nhitng chd cheo leo nguy hiém, nén dau hdi nha, ngon thap, cdc dam mai chia ra
cua dén chua déu cham né. Rong thit nam hay giét cac sinh vat nén duwoc dung trang
tri cho cac thanh gwom. Rong thi sdu ham hoc, thich van chuong, hinh n6 dung dé
trang tri cho bia sach. Rong thi bay noi tiéng vé thinh tai, nghe duwoc am thanh caa 14
cay nén cac 14 cay dung chira bénh dwgc bo vao chai cé trang tri hinh rong. Rong thit
tam wa ngoi nén ching dwgc cham vao ghé. Rong thit chin ham mang vat ndng nén nd
dugc cham & chan ban. Nhuw vay, vi tri tao hinh cta cac con rong dugc nguoi Nhat
quan niém, giai thich mot cach kha don gian.

Dai voi nguoi Triéu Tién, rong la mot trong bon con vat siéu tu nhién c6 phép la. N6
c6 stec manh khung khiép va c6 ndng luc tién cong. Vé mua xuan né bay 1én troi, vé
muia thu né nau minh dudi ddy nude sdu. Nguoi Triéu Tién xua tin rang, cdc song sudi
cting nhu dai dwong bao quanh Triéu Tién la noi ¢ cia mt con rong, nguoi dan
thuong tho cting quyén luc nay va tin rang rong kiém soat muwa va can duwoc con ngudi
lam cho vui vé d&€ miia mang boi thu. Ngoai ra con tin rang, nd c6 kha nang lam phién
nhiéu cho nhitng nguoi chéo thuyén va nhiing thuy tha ¢ bién khoi nén phai lam hai
long n6 dé€ duoc binh an. Do d6, khong nhiing nguwoi dan nong thon va nguoi lam
rudng ¢ nong trai, ma ca ch tau bé mudn cé thoi tiét thuan loi d€ di xa, déu lam 18 cau
an. Mdi loai thuyén 1am mot thit 18 riéng d&€ dam bao an toan. Lé d6 duoc coi nhi mot
thit cdng ndp cho than nude.

Dai véi ngroi Han Qudc, rong cling 1a biéu twong ctia sttc manh tam linh, cia may
man, phudc lanh. Trong ngdi chtia, ngoai chitc nang bao vé ngodi tam bao, né con dem
lai sw binh yén, giau cé va thinh vueong cho con nguoi. Biéu hién riéng ctia rong Han
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Qudc la thuong ngam ngoc dé trong miéng hodc cap trong long ban chan biéu trung
cho tri tué va chan ly.

Nhu vay c6 thé thay, trén thé gidi, cdc nén van minh phuong DPéng hay phwong Tay
déu co sy xuat hién cta con rong v6i y nghia mang nhitng sttc manh to 16n. N6 chi
khac nhau ¢ quan niém sttc manh dé phuc vu cho diéu xau, diéu ac hay la diéu tot,
diéu thién & mdi nén vin minh khic nhau.
" ¥ J  Hinh tugng con rong trong van hda Viét
(i o , ¢ Nguoi Viét cling tin twong rang rong 1a linh
. .4 vatmang biéu twong ctia thién ttr, moi khi
@ ' xuat hién 1a c6 diém lanh hodc minh chtia ra
doi d€ mang thai binh thinh tri cho thién ha.
Han nguoi Viét Nam nao ciing biét vé
truyén thuyét “Con Rong chau Tién” giai
thich ngu6n gdc nguoi Viét. Truyén thuyét
ké: Loc Tuc, con vua D€ Minh, 1én ng6i vua
va 1ay hiéu la Kinh Dwong Vwong. Kinh
Duong Vuong 1dy con gai ciia Bong Dinh
Quan la Long N, sinh ra Suing Lam. Suing
Lam n6i ngdi vua xung hiéu la Lac Long
Quan. Lac Long Quan 1&y Au Co, dé ra mdt
cdi boc chita moét tram qua tring, no ra mot
tram nguwoi con. Ngay kia, Lac Long Quan
2y " \ néi véi Au Co: Ta la dong déi Long Quan,
7 . tiec la Vua Rong. Con nang 1a dong doi than
ol | tién. Ca hai an ¢ lau vdi nhau e réng khong
- ‘%:w on. Nay dugc mot tram dira con, nang hay
dwa ndm muoi con 1én ndi, con ta sé dan

Rong ¢ chua Digu Dé’
nam muoi con xudéng bién chia nhau tri vi

cac noi, ké 1én nui, ngwoi xuéng bién, néu gdp nguy hiém thi bao cho nhau, ctru giup
lan nhau, ding c6 quén. Ttr truyén thuyét nay ma nguoi Viét Nam tu hao c6 “long
phu tién mau”.

Nguoi Muong va nguoi Thai 1a hai tdc nguoi c6 ngudn goc tir cong dong toc Viét,
trong d6 nguwoi Muong c¢d ngudn gdc chung voi nguoi Viét, tach ra mudn trong lich
stt, nguedi Thai cd ngudn gdc tir cong dong toc Viét trong viing nam Déng A, téi thoi

nha Puong vé sau bat dau di cw vé cac viing phia Nam. Céc tdc ngudi nay hién van
gitt nhitng truyén thuyét c6 su twong dong voéi truyén thuyét ho Hong Bang ctia nguoi
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Viét, cling v6i y thiee vé Tién - Rong hay hai nhan vat d6i 1ap lam nén ngudn gdc cua
dan tdc ho.

Truyeén thuyét ctia nguoi Muong ké rang, nguodi Muong von 1a hau dué ctia nang cong
chia Hrou sao: Ngu Co, véi chang hoang tit Ca chép: Lwong Vuong con vua Yit
(Viét). Cudc hon phoi huyén thoai ctia me Huou va bd C4, giéng ¢ can/nui va giong ¢
thap/nudc, c6 két qua 1a 100 nguoi con. Huyén thoai Muong ghi nhan, bat hoa da no
ra, nang Huou sao va chang Ca thuong xuyén cai va, cudi cung, duong ai ndy di.
Nang Huou sao dan 50 con 1én mién ntii d6i khai sinh dong vua 4o den, con chang Ca
dem 50 con vé mién ctta song khai sinh dong vua do vang.

Vé truyeén thuyét ctia ngredi Thai, thi ho cho rang dan tdc minh 1a sy két hop ctia chim
én - loai chim biéu twong ctia linh hon dam pt (dan dng, phia cha) va thudng ludng,
loai rén 16n song dwdi nuwdce va co thé 1én can, biéu twong cta dam nai (dan ba, phia

me).

Nhu vay, khong chi nguoi Viét, ma mot s6 toc nguoi khac trong cong dong cac dan tdc
Viét van gitr duoc truyén thuyét vé cdi ngudn Tién - Rong, né ciing chitng minh y thikc
Tién - Rong c6 tir thuo so khai trén dat Viét.

Hinh anh rong trai qua cdc triéu dai v6i nhitng bién tudng khac nhau duoc luvu lai trén
cac di chi khao ¢, cac di tich van hda. Co s6 nhan dién hinh twong thuong trén cac chi
tiet thé hién: dau rong (mat, miii, mom, rau, bom, sttng); hinh dang than rong (cac
khtic udn luon); cac chi tiét (vay, mong, dudi) va d6i chiéu véi nién dai di tich dé xéac
dinh rong cac thoi. Tt thoi Ly, thoi Tran, phong cach rong nhat quan hodc tap trung rd
déc trung (0 dau va khtic udn). Tir thoi nha Lé so, Mac dén thoi Nguyén hinh tong
rong phat trién ruc rd véi nhiéu tu thé da dang la biéu tuwong dan tdc. Nhin chung, véi
cac triéu dai, hinh anh ctia rong dwoc gan lién véi bac d€ viong, thé hién quyén uy,
mang nang lyrc tam linh siéu nhién.

Trong ngon ngtr Viét Nam, hinh twong rong dugc ghép véi uy quyén ctia nha vua,
nhu 4o bao ctia vua goi la long bao, san dién la long dinh, xe ctua vua la long gid, guong
mét vua la long nhan, giwdong vua nam la long sang, than thé vua la long thé, thuyén ctia
vua thi la thuyén rong, ngai vua ngoi la long toa... Trong thudt phong thay, viéc tim dat
dé khai pha, 1am nha, gieo vai, nudi trong, hau an cu lac nghiép can xac dinh phuong

huwdng, nhitng mach dat tot goi la long mach.

Rong khong chi xuat hién ¢ cung vua, phu chia, rong con xuat hién trong dan gian va
mang tinh dam da caa hién thyce, xuat hién véi nhiéu hinh dang khac nhau ¢ nhiéu
cong trinh kién tric dan gian nhw dinh, chtia, miéu bang nhiéu hinh thttc nhie cham

long, dap sanh stt... véi cac md tip duwege thé hién thuong xuyén nhu: ludng long chau

nguyét, tam linh (rong, phuwong, 1lan, long ma), rong 6, ca hda long, rong chau hoa
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cuc... Rong khong duoc tho cung trong dén chua nhw nhiing linh vat khéc, nhung
hinh anh rong ludn trong tu th& nam chau, rong cudn quanh cdt xay, rong nam udn
luon trén mai dinh... Hinh anh nay chinh la biéu twong cho sy che cho, phuc vy, luén
s&n sang bao vé cho con nguoi.

Trong nghé thuat tao hinh ctia ngudi Co Tu, hinh anh con rong bat ngudn tir nguon
cam hiing sang tao cuia nguoi Kinh, da duoc nguoi Co Tu tiép nhan va thé hién trong
nghé thuat cham khac va trang tri hoa vén trén nhitng ¢6 dung, tranh, tiong, phit
diéu, trén nhiing cong trinh kién trac véi hoa van trang tri doc dao.

Ddc biét, nguoi ta thay hinh anh than rong uén kiéu yén ngua c6 sting c6 tai kiéu
Trung Hoa ding bén canh than diéu Garuda duoc trang tri trén nhang an & chtia Thay
(Qudc Oai, Ha Tay). O day c6 thé c6 s giao luu tiép bién van héa Hindu va van héa
Viét?

Hinh anh réng con dén gan hon trong doi sdng ngwoi dan Viét qua ca dao, tuc ngt, 101
&n tiéng ndi hang ngay. C6 khi dan gian stt dung hinh anh con rong dé néi dén tinh
cam trai gai bang cac cdp pham tri1 nhu réng - may, rong -phuong dé giri thong diép
yéu thuong: Nhé anh 4y nhiw vg nhé chong/ Nhw chim nhé t6, nhuw rong nhé may/ Tinh co
Qap dwoc anh ddy, nhw cd gdp nwéc, nhw mdy gdp rong; Trai on vua coi thuyén rong/ Gdi chiu
on chong nam vong ru con. Cudc tinh dep cling dwoc goi la phuwong coi rong; Rong giao
ddu, phiegng giao dudi/ Nay tui hoi thi¢t, minh thwong tui khong nao?...

Hinh anh con réng cling duoc thé hién trong nhiing 16i phé phan pha tron sy bong
dlia vi von nhiing théi xdu qua thanh ngt: An nhw rong cudn, udng nhiw rong leo, lam nhw
meéo mira; ki€u vé rong vé rin thi dwgc nguoi doi gan cho ké bat tai, 1am gi ciing sai,
cling kém. Doi khi lai con vé rin thém chin, vé rong thém mit thi cing sé bi cho 1a lam
nhiing viéc thira hay 1a thuwong théu dét nhiing chuyén khong c6 thye d€ gay hai cho
nguoi.

Trong hdi hoa dan gian cling xuét hién hinh anh con rong. Tranh chudt rudc rong ctia
dong tranh dan gian Dong H6 véi hinh anh 11 cht chudt 16n bé mang ken trong co
quat va den ca chép, den 16ng ron rang di. Thoat nhin tdng thé, birc tranh nhu miéu ta
tro choi cua tré em nong thon xwa, khién bay chudt hon nhién thém ngd nghinh. Mo
hinh réng uy nghi triim 1én, thu htt 4nh nhin vao trung tam, nhung van khong 4t
duoc s6 dong cua dan chudt. Vi vay, goi la “chudt rude den”, ¢d noi goi “chudt rudce
rong”, nhung khong phai d€ ton vinh rong phuong, ma nhe mot ngay hoi vui, ngay
biéu duong lwc lwong cua nhitng chti chudt ¢ than phan thap kém hon rong. Chuot
von s¢ anh sang, nhung van rudc dén, nhue ngam guri thong diép vé viéc dan chudt
sung tuc tuw tin hoi he khi tét dén xuan vé. Hai con chudt cam sao nang hinh con rong
cao lén thup xudng, mot con cam sao dinh vao dau rong, mot con cam sao dinh vao
dudi rong. Nhin chung biic tranh chudt rude rong noi tiéng khong nhitng vé bd cuc,
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duong nét, cau tric, mau sac ma con boi ndi dung triét ly vé nhan van, nhan ban, tinh
hai huedc, cham bi€m vé su bt cong gitta dan chung can lao véi bon tham quan 6 lai
thoi phong kién.

Trong phong thuy, rong 1a linh vat hoi tu cac yéu td ty nhién, do d6 dugc coi nhw mot
linh vat ctia sy thinh vieong, may man, tri tu¢, duoc giri gam nhiing wdc vong trong
doi. Nguoi Viét quan niém trong 12 con giap thi con rong duoc xem la con vat bay cao
nhdt va mang nhiéu khat vong ly tuwong nhat. Vi thé nguoi tuoi rong thuong chi thich
nghi dén nhiing gi cao siéu voi voi, coi nhe nhiing gi lat vat cua cudc doi, song truong
nghia hao hiép, thich gitp d& moi nguoi. Nguwoi mang tudi rong la tudi dai cat, nhiéu
may man hanh thong va thwong co s6 1anh dao. Doc dai lich s, con rong van la mot
phén trong cudc s6ng van hoa ctia nguoi Viét Nam.

Du c6 nhiéu quan niém khac nhau vé hinh tuong rong ¢ nhiéu dan tdc trén thé gidi thi
chiing cling la mot loai vat c6 sttc manh to 16n. Loai rong vira ¢6 nhiing dac tinh tot
dep vira thé hién nhitng mat nguy hiém, nhu mot diéu di nhién cua suw vat. Nhung
nhin chung, du 6 vung dét nao, cong dong nao thi con rong cling ngy tri véi mot vi

thé tam linh kha kinh va han sau trong tam thitc van héa tling viing.
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Rong trong ngon ngit va van hoc dan gian Viét Nam
Dai voi cu dan Viét ¢o thi hiu nhw chwa ¢6 tir "rong", véi khai niém 1a con vat linh
thiéng, cao quy. Nguoi Viét 6 co thé chi c6 khai niém vé thuéng ludng, chi chung

nhitng loai ran, hay twong can véi ran, song ¢ dudi nudc.

Trong thuc t& doi sdng, tit san bat hai lwom dén dinh cu ndng nghiép, dan Viét c6
thuong gap phai nhiing tai nan ¢ song bién, ma ho cho la do thuy quai, mot loai dong
vat & nudc gay ra. Chinh vi thé ma ho da vé minh, xam trén than hinh nhiing dang hinh
ngodn ngoeo (truyén thuyét ké la tir doi Hung Vuwrong) va mai dén doi Tran méi bai bo.

Chinh cai truyén thuyét vé Con Rong Chau Tién la mot thit truyén thuyét Viét c¢6 da bi
khtic xa boi yéu t6 van hoa ngoai nhap, van hoéa Hén toc.

Sudt qua trinh bi d6 ho va sau d6 la giao lvu van héa véi Trung Hoa, khai niém rong
ctua Trung Hoa méi du nhap Viét Nam. Ttr d6, nguoi Viét moéi c6 khai niém rong nhw 1a

mot con vat linh thiéng, trong hé thong t linh: long, lan, quy, phung. Va tir d6, trong
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ngdn ng, tir long hay rong méi gan véi cwong vi d& viong, vua chtia, hay nhitng thuc
thé cao quy. Nhw mot loat tir sau day:

Long thé: than thé vua
Long nhan: mat vua
Long sang: givong vua
Long ngai: ngai vua
Long con, long bao: 40 vua
Long chau, long thuyén: thuyén vua...

Va hinh anh twong tuwgng cuia rong cling da chi phdi cach mé ta ngoai hinh cac bac vua
chtia ctia nha van: rau rong, mii rong, di nhe nhw nudc, ngdi virng nhu non v.v...

D¢ 1a trong ngdn ngtr va van chuong bac hoc. Con trong ngdn ngit va van hoc dan gian,
ttr rong, hinh twgng rong duoc dung mé rong hon. Va tat nhién la khong may hé thong.
Nén dé cap vé hinh tugng rong, ttr rong trong ngén ng va van hoc dan gian la mot cau
chuyén tan man, c6 tinh chat phiém luan.
C6 thé thay dan gian quan niém vé rong tan man nhu sau:
1. Ca gay hoa rong:

Quan niém nay clng ti€p thu ttt Trung Hoa. Ca dao ta ndi:

Mbobng bon ca di an theé.
Mobng tam ca vé ca vuot Vi mon.
Vit mon, tic clra Vi gdm ¢ ba tang. O Trung Qudc va ¢ Viét Nam ta déu cé dia diém
nay. D6 la noi ma nguoi xuwa tuwong la cd trai qua cudc thi khao sat vé trinh d va nang

luc. Néu vuot qua ba cdp Vit mon thi sé hoa rong(!)

Tt khai niém cu thé d6, thanh ngtt "c4 hda rong" thuwong dung dé chi viéc thi ¢t thanh
dat cta si tir ngay xua. Dan gian da titng nudi wéc mo:

Biét bao gio ca gay hoa rong,
Dén cong on thay me &m bdng ngay xura

Khai niém nay cting dugc mé rong, dung dé chi cho viéc nguoi con gai lay duoc nguoi
chdng xting dang;:
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Phén gai ldy duwoc chong khon,
Xem bang ca vuot Vii mon hda rong.

2. Rong no tlr tring va ¢ hang.
Nhung trong dan gian cing c6 mdt quan niém khac: rong ciing sinh san nhu ran:
- Tring rong thi no ra rong
Liu diu thi no ra dong liu diu. Hay:
Tring rong thi né ra rong,
Hat thong thi ndy cay thong reom ra.

Va rong ciing ¢ hang:

- Ly chong thi phai theo chong,
Choéng di hang ran, hang rong, ciing di.

Quan niém nay han c6 mau sac ban dia hon quan niém trén kia.
3. Trong ngdn nglr va van hoc dan gian, rong la mot yéu td vi von, so sanh dé biéu dat
mot s mat sinh hoat cua con nguoi, nhu dn, ndi, viét, giao té, thoi van, tinh yéu, nhan

dinh vé con nguoi va cudc séng.

Truwdc hét vé chuyén an. Chi c6 mot thanh ngt: "dn nhw rong cudn'. Rong cudn tic la
rong hut, chi hién tuwong voi rong trong ty nhién, nhu cach chiém nghiém thoi tiét:

Rong den udng nuwdc thi nang,
Réng trang uéng nuwdce thi mua.

Vé chit viét, nguoi van hay chit tot thuong duoc ca ngoi "nhu rong bay phuwong mua'.
Ngay ca 10i néi: "ndi nhu rong" la néi thao thao bat tuyét:

Trong lung chang cé mot dong,
Loi néi nhue rong chting chang thém nghe.

Nhung coi chiing, bao gio cling can noéi dung thuc chat, ndi phtu hop vdi kién thirc ma

minh tiéu hoa, néu khong dé trd thanh khap khiéng: "néi nhitng 10i nhu rong nhuw ran".
Thém yéu t8 ran lam chuyén d6i gid tri tee khac:
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Hoc chang biét ch cua, chit cong,
No6i nhitng 161 nhu rong, nhw ran!

Trén phuong dién giao t&, dan gian dung thanh ngtt: "rong dén nha tom" dé€ vira to su
ti khiém, nhtn nhuong caa gia chu, vita ca ngoi nguwoi khach quy. Nhung c6 khi, do
cting la cach mai mia:

May doi rong dén nha tom.
T6i dén nha chi khong mon thi bau.

Au ciing 1a mot 16i giao t& thuc dung. Va quen thudc nhat 1a rong chi thoi van. Hanh
thong nhu la "rong gap may". Thuong chi nguoi thanh dat khoa ct:

"Nhu ca gdp nudc, nhue rong gap may"

Nhung mat yéu to thoi van thi chi la "rong ndm 6 can", khong con vung vay, mta may
gl dugc, ma chi con tro hinh hai:

R6ng nam b€ can gio rau,
Mdy 16i anh néi gidu dau ho dudi. Hay dau kho hon la:

Rbng vang tam nudc ao tu,
Nguwoi khon ¢ vdi dira ngu birc minh.

D6 cling 1a cai tinh thé bat nhu y:

Khon nan thay, nhan 6 véi rudi,
Tién ¢ véi ct, ngroi ceoi voi ma
Con cdng an 1an vdi g3,
Rong kia ran no, coi da sao nén.

Dé thuong mdy khi rong may duwoc dung dé chi Itta d6i, vi nhitng hinh twong khac
quyeén rd hon, nhu: mén - dao, loan - phuwong, yén -oanh, gié - trang v.v... nhung diéu
do cling co:

May khi rong gap may day,
D€ rong than tho véi may vai loi.
Ntta mai rong nguoc may xudi,
Biét bao gio lai ndi 161 rong may.
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Nhu th€, "loi rong may" ciing la 16i hen thé, 10i chung thay, 16i nudc non.
Hoa hodn lam, rong duoc dung nhu la mét bi€u twong ctia ngdn tré, cua cach chia:

Ngoi buén goi birc thu sang,
C6 con rong bach chan ngang giita troi
Vay nén tho chang t6i noi,
Trong tho, ai bi€t nhitng 1oi lam sao.

O trén, da nhdc dén nhiing két hop rong - phuong, rong - ran. Ngoai ra, con c6 két hop
rong - ho, theo dang thirc d6i lap, trong cach vi von nhe nhang ma khong kém sau sic
va mai mia, dong thoi lai la choi chit:

Xdu h6 nhung ma tot long
Dén khi no long, t6t ca long 1an hd.

Trong nghé thuat dan gian va cung dinh Viét Nam cling nhu Trung Hoa, rong la hinh
twong trang tri quen thudc trén lau dai dinh ta am miéu, nhu nhitng mo tip: ludng long
tranh chau, ludng long triéu nguyét, long hy chau, long 1ong vii, long an, va ddc biét la

cac diéu hoa ca chiéc thuyén vua, long thuyén titc thuyén rong. Dén ndi c6 ngudi con

gai ngheo mo wdc:

Von t6i chi c6 ba dong,
Nwra d€ nudi chong, nira d€ nuoi toi.
CoOn thtra mua cai binh voi,
Mua xanh, mua chdo, mua ndi nau an.
Con thira mua nhiéu van khin,
Mua dam vudng voc may chan cho chang.
Con thtra mua chiéc thuyén rong,
Pem ra ctta bé cho chang tha choi...

Ciing 1 10i n6i ngoa cho d& day dit canh ngheo, chit dan gia ai ma chang biét:

Tay cheo cat mai ho khoan
Thuyén rong chia ngw, khoan khoan mai cheo.

Mot kiéu noi khac bay to s wdc ao sang ca, biéu hién mot tam ly huwdng thy, d€ tro
thanh phan boi:
Mot ngay dwa man thuyén rong,
Con hon chin thdng nam trong thuyén chai.

83



Céach néi ay tat nhién bi phti dinh bang mdt suy nghi chin chan hon, xac that hon:

Ché tham ng6i miii thuyén rong,
Tuy rang t&t dep, nhung chong nguoi ta.

Va qua that, dan gian da xét doan dung gia tri con ngwoi, nhin dung thuc chat con
nguoi, khong 1é thudc nhitng thit trang strc phu hoa, nhitng thit trang hoang sang
trong:

Du ngo6i ctra s6 cham rong
Chan loan gdi phuong, khong chong ciing hu

Nhung sau sac va khong kém chua chét 12 16i cdm than sau day:

Khen ai khéo dung binh phong,
Bén ngoai long phuong, trong long gach voi!

Trong mot cach noéi ngoa ngit, cuong diéu, mot chi tiét thi€u binh thwong trén guong
mat nguoi con gai clng ¢ thé bi chdm biém mét cach di dom:

L6 miii em mudi tdm ganh 16ng,
Chong thwong chong bao rau rong troi cho.

Dung 1a nguoi 16n 1am chuyén. Hay tro vé véi thé gidi tré em. Trong tam tuéng hon
nhién, ngay tho cua tré em qua déng dao, rong da la mot biéu twong ctia hanh phuc,
cua am no, giau c6 nhu 10i chic tung ctia tré em ngay xwa doi véi gia cha trong nhiing
ngay tét nguyén dan:

Stic sdc stic sé,
Nha nao con den con ltra,

Mo ctra cho anh em ching t6i vao,
Budc 1én givong cao, thdy doi rong ap.
Budc xudng givong thap, thiy doi rong chau.
Ong s6ng mot tram, thém nim tudi 1é...

D¢ cling 1a 16i chuc tat ca ban doc trudc thém nam mai.
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Con rong trong my thuit Hué

Rong la mot hinh twong hét strc phd bién, dic biét gan lién véi Lan, Qui,
Phuong trong do6 hinh 7 linh trong nghé thuat trang tri 6.

ORI O
Hinh veé trich trong sich "L’art a Hué” ciia Léopold Cadiere

Codng trinh khao sat vé sit my thuat trong vong ba muwoi ndm qua da xac dinh duoc
phéan nao tién trinh hinh thanh ctia nén my thuat dan toc. Trong tat ca cai chung dy,
hinh anh con rong cling ¢6 nhitng dinh hinh riéng va cting da bién chuyén, thay doi tuy
vao ting thoi ky cta lich st. Chung ta da tim thay sw khéac biét cua nhitng con rong doi
Ly, Tran, Lé, Nguyén.

Thudc hé thong van héa Dong Nam A, ndm gitra hai nén van minh 16n Hoa An c6 dai,
dat nudc ta da ti€p nhan nhiéu anh huedng dén tir hai vung nay tuy nhién c6 mot diéu
kha dic sicla sw tiép nhan chi ¢ tinh cach giao lvu van hoa, vira tiép thu vira bién doi
v6i mot ndng luc ban - dia - hda rat cao.
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R4t dé hiéu khi nhan ra trong hinh dang con rong Viét Nam nhiéu vét tich ctia con rong
Trung Hoa va con MaKaRa trong huyén thoai va nghé thuét tao hinh An Do.

Con rong la biéu twong cua nhiing wéc mo phon thuc, cia phong déng hoa cdc cua
nhitng cee dan trong lta nuwdc, trén luu viee cac con song 16n tir Trung Hoa qua vung
Pong Nam A sang dén tan An Do, cho nén khong thé nao loai bo bong dang vat linh

trong tin ngudng ctia nguoi Viét ¢d tac ddng vao day. La con rong td tem cua giong

giong con rong chdu tién nhw to tién chung ta da ty xac dinh minh trong budi binh minh
hoang so dau tién cua lich sit dat nuwdc. Nhung cang vé sau, khi cac triéu dai phong kién
thiét 1ap da vitng chac, con rong dan da tro thanh biéu tugng ctia virong quyén trong
xu hudng ap dat mot sd cam quan va y thiee co ban ctia cdng dong vao con duong
chinh thong.

Tt hinh anh mot con vat than thoai cia nhan dan, rong tro thanh dc quyén ctia nha
vua va con rong duwoc mo ta la loai rédn c6 strng nai va chan, vay ¢ nam sdc, dau lac d3,
mat qui, tai bod, 8 ran chan cop, méng chim ung, bung ca sdu. Rong dung sing lam
thinh giac, trén lung lai c6 81 céi vay (81 titc 9x9 1a s& cuc dwong). Rong 1a loai viing vay
dudi nude, lai c6 thé theo cac vang may ma bay 1én, tung luon trén bau troi va phun cac
con mua twdi rai xuéng dat dai, mang lai on mua méc 16n nhat cho con ngwoi trong
nhitng xt so chuyén canh lta nuwde.

Vi rong la biéu twong cua veeong dé, nén khi noi:

Pén Rong c6 nghia la dén vua
Ngai Rong: Ngai vua nguw
Bé Rong: bé vua ngy
Thuyén Rong: thuyén vua ngw
Hoi rong may: hoi vua t6i gap go v.v...

Lat lai trang st cfi, chung ta con nhé dudi Triéu Ly, sau bao nhiéu gian lao, kho ai va
nhing dém dai tam t6i ngoai thudc, nam Thuan-Thién Nguyén nién (1010), tha d6 cua
ca nudc dwgce doi vé mot vi tri phia httu ngan song Hong, ruc rd dwdi anh sang doc lap,
tee chu vung dat trung tam ctaa TO qudc lai mang cai tén hung vi nhung ciing day thi vi

va kiéu diém 1a Thang Long thanh. Véi tén hiéu 4y, con rong cang chita dung mot y

nghia 16n lao hon, la hinh anh tuong trung ctia toan dan tdc, va trén hét, né dong hoa

vao uy luc cao nhdt cua d€ quyén.

Fkx

Con rong thoi Ly da dat dén mot hinh thiee nghé thuat phd bién va doc ddo, mang hinh
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mot con ran dai, udn luon nhiéu vong rat mém mai, uyén chuyén trén bdn chan chim,
minh khéng c6 vay to, dau khong ¢ tai va steng, hinh anh trén da tro thanh ky hiéu dé
xac dinh nién dai mot cach chinh xac, on dinh. Mot s6 nha nghién cttu sit dung thuat
ngtt rong hinh dun hodc rong hinh didy d€ chi dén con rong nay.

Con rong thoi Tran da hoi khac, cai dau 16n hon, rau va téc rd hon, thém sung va tai,
than minh udn khiic manh chéan dap vitng chai, vay trén than minh rd nét va déi khi c6
vay trén lung, trong rat uy nghi, duong bé.

Khong bao 1au, chi sau thoi Ly khoang ba thé ky, con rong thoi Lé so da chuyén hoa
manh, chiu nhiéu anh huéng ctia con rong phong kién phuwong Bac, vé dit ton, dau to,
sting c6 chac, ¢6 song lung, vay lung va long gay tua manh, chan x0e ndm ngoén, mong
quép lai. Can d€'y dén diém nay, day la thoi ky cuc thinh cua nho gido tai nudc ta, va

chéc chan con rong la biéu tuong nghiém ngét ctia nha vua cho nén ngay ca trén cac bia

tién si tai Van Mi€u Ha N¢i, chung ta ciing khong thé nao tim thdy béng dang con rong,

ma thay vao do6 la nhitng cum may, day hoa 14 va song nudc nhitng dot song thuong va
ca nhitng dot séng bac dau vuon cao.

Gan gfii v6i ching ta 1a m§ thuat thoi Nguyén, tuy rang trai qua nhiéu bién c§ va chiu
dung kha nhiéu bao tap thoi dai, da d€ lai mot di san van hoa vat chat d6 sd 1a kinh
thanh Hué€ va nhitng lang tam véi vé madt bén ngoai gan nhu nguyén ven. Trén nhing
di tich 4y, chting ta cfing sé nhan ra rang con rong thoi Nguyén van chi la con rong thita
ké ctia my thuat dan tdc ttr nhiéu thé ky trudc, co 16 1a mot tong hop thé ctia nhitng con
rong chiing ta gép phai trén dat Bac tir khoang thé ky thit X trd lai 6 khi la con rong
minh ran doi Ly, c6 khi 1a con rong minh tht doi Tran hay doi Lé.

Con rong ¢ Hué, tat nhién cling 1a twgng trung cua vuong quyén nhung ¢ 1€ khong
nghiém ngat nhut nhitng thoi dai triede. Thoi Ly, hinh rong chi dugc cham khac noi nha
vua 0 (kinh d6 Thang Long) hodc cac noi nha vua thwong qua lai (hanh cung). Thoi Lé
so, mtrc d0 nghiém ngit dat dén diém cao nhat... Nhung dén thoi Nguyén, chiing ta dé
dang tim thdy hinh anh con réng & khap noi, ngoai cac cung dién va lang tdm va chu
yéu, con gap thay noi cac dinh, chtia miéu, vi. Ngay 0 cac tu gia, noi cdc nha vo cua,
nha reong cham trg, rong la mo thikc trang tri dau cot, dau xa. Va trén cac vat dung
thuwong dung nhu do gé, d6 sanh stt, d6 théu, trén cac tranh tho, hay trong cac khu
vuon lang 1€, tich mich, tho mdng, nhiing cay canh nhu¢m vé cd kinh, réu phong doi
ltc héa than thanh mot con rong dang vueon minh udn luwon do ban tay khéo 1éo uén
nan cting tdm long ctia chti nhan pha hoi tho vao.
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Hinh ve trich trong sich "L’art a Hué” ciia Léopold Cadiére

Con rong trong my thuat Hué, nhin chung ¢ nhitng di€ém chinh: sttng dai ¢ chac, mat
16i dix ton, vay moc khap minh, rau va bom x6m xoam, vay lung chay doc dai sudt
minh tr cd dén dudi, méng sac nhon manh mé, dudi xody hinh trén .

Nhu ching ta da biét con rong la twong trung cua cac bac dé€ vuong, trong treong hop
nay chan né c6 5 ngén véi méng vudt sac vion ra hay quap lai rat viing chac. Trong
nhitng treong hop khac, khi con rong xuat hién ma khong phai la ddu hiéu cua nha
vua, chan rong chi cé bdn vudt ma thoi. Chinh vi thé, khi gép mot cd vat bang sanh s,
ao théu, tranh tuong, nhiing d6 gS cham tr6 nhu sap gu, tu ché ma c6 dau vét con rong
ndm moéng, chiing ta khang dinh duoc ngay day 1a nhitng d6 ngw dung, dwoc chéra dé
danh riéng cho nha vua dung.

Trong sinh hoat chung ctia nhan dan ta, chit khong phai chi thudc riéng vung cyru kinh
Hué, con rong con la twgng trung cho nguoi dan 6ng, nguoi chong, nguoc lai la con
phuong tirong trung cho ngudi dan ba, nguodi vo. Tho ca dan gian van thuong nhic dén
an du nay. Vao nhitng dip cuwdi xin, cung véi ddu hiéu song hy tuong trung cho hanh
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phtic Itta d6i, chung ta con ¢ thém hinh hai con réng - phuwong dang vui dlia muaa lwon
cting nhau, trén nhitng t&m pan-nd bang gb cham, hodc bang hoa 1a két lai trang tri
treede ngd vao, hodc trén nhitng birc tredng théu ruc ré voi nén gam hay vai do diéu
nhitng dwong kim tuyén vang 6ng a cing véi nhitng mau ngii sic khac, rat m cing,
trang trong vui twoi.

Noi my thuat trang tri Hué, con rong hién ra trong nhiéu kiéu thic khac nhau.

C6 khi n6 duoc thé hién theo 16i nhin théng, khong phai toan than ma chi ¢6 hinh
khudn mat véi hai chan trudc dua ra hay udn cong lén, ngay gitra dinh tran c6 mot
chit Virong hay chir Nhdm. Kiéu nay, 6 Hué van goi 1a mdt rong hay mdt nd. (mot tir cd
dén dau thé ky van con thong dung). Ciing twong tw nhu thé, ddi khi trong miéng rong
lai ngadm thém mot chir tho da bién cach, rd rang mang y nghia cia mot 1oi chtic phug,
an khang, truong tho. B6 hinh nay dwoc quen goi la Long ham tho hay con rong dn chir
tho. Hai d6 hinh mdt nd va Long ham tho thwong duoc thé hién thanh phu diéu trang tri
dau chai nha cac chua chién, dinh thu.

Nhung thuwong thi con rong duoc khac cham hay dap toan than dang udn khuc, nhu
trén vi tri cac thanh bac. Do yéu cau trinh bay dang d6i, hai bén cac bac cap, bao gio
cting 1a hai con rong trong tw thé va dang dap hoan toan gidng nhau. Ciing chi la con
rong ay, doi lac lai bién dang di, nhiing chi tiét vé stng, vay, bom, rau, dudi, vay, bién
d6i mot cach nhe nhang, bay budém, tré thanh nhiing mang hoa van 16n gan nhu nhitng
cum may, nho thé 1am giam di vé ngng né, dit ton, khac nghiét ctia con rong phong kién
6 hitu. Trén bac cap ctia nhitng cung dién trong hoang thanh va céac lang tdm, chung ta
bat gdp nhiing hinh rong nhu thé khap noi.

Mot kiéu thire rat quen thudc la Luong long triéu nguyét, tirc hai con rong tranh gianh
mat nguyét. Hai con rong d6i mét nhau, ¢ gitta la mot khdi cau tron bdc ltra. Qua cau
bdc ltta twgng trung cho nhitng tia sim sét chdp nhoang trén bau troi, ma tiép theo hién
twgng nay bao gio cling la nhitng con mua rao d6 xudng. Hai con rong twong trung cho
than nudc, than mwa, nhitng vi vua ¢ thuy cung, ndi chung nd biéu 16 wdéc mudn cau
v{, long mong mudn pha nhiéu tinh chat huyén hodc vé mét cudc séng muwa thuan gié
hoa, ltic nao dat dai cling duoc twdi tim nhuan nhuy twoi mét, 1a gide mo tuy binh di
nhung c6 1€ cling thdm sau nhat cua nhiing cu dan trong laa nude.

Db hinh Ludng long tritu nguyét thieong thiee hién bang chat liéu phap lam, hay duoc
gan bang sanh st trén ndc cac cung dién hay dinh, chtia, miéu, vii. Thuong khi ciing
duoc duc cham trén cac pan-nd trang tri, hay trén cac vat dung thuong dung nhu riém
sap gu, gitdng nam, tu tra hodc cac d6 gd khac.
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Mot kiéu khac, twong tuw kiéu trén la Luong long tranh chiu: hai con rong dang tranh
gianh nhau mot khéi ngoc. Hoi khac d6 hinh trén mét chat, qua cau thuong nho hon va
khong boc ltra.

Ngoai d6 hinh Luong long triéu nguyét, Luong long tranh chdu, tuy hi€ém hoi hon nhung
chung ta cling thay duoc thém mot thé dang twong tu khac niva 1a d6 hinh rong chidu mdt
troi. Nhuw hinh tac trén bia d4 chuia Linh My, dwoc dgng ndm Vinh Thanh tht 11 (1715)
doi Lé Dt Toén.

Con rong con duoc thé hién chi mot minh nd, hién ra nguyén ven gitra nhitng dam may
hay nhting lwdi ltra. C6 khi dang uén minh bén trén nhw dé€ ché ngu nhitng dot séng 16
x0 don dap phia dudi.

Cung c6 khi né an gitra nhitng ddm may, Long dn vin, than minh an hién tiing khic
gitta nhitng cum may. Nhu trén nhiéu t6 chén ky kiéu men lam Thiéu Tri, ching ta
thuong gdp 161 vé nay.

Hinh rong quen thudc nhat trong hoi hoa la Nguw long hi thity, vé rong va ca chép (6 Hué
goi la ca gdy) dang dua gion cung nhau trén séong nude. Con rong an minh gitta nhitng
vang may, phun xudng nhiing tia nwdc, & bén dwdi, nira minh vuot khoi nhivng dot
song, ca chép dua miéng lén dép 1ay tia nudc ay. Li vE nay, tie trong cung dién, triéu
miéu da lan tran ra ngoai dan gian, dugc vé thanh tranh tho trong cac am miéu, dén
miéu va cac dinh lang, hodc duoc khic cham va kham xa cl trén cac an tho béng gg)
trong sinh hoat binh thuwong ctia nhan dan.

C6 mot chi tiét nay can phai dwgc quan tdm, béi vi cling it nhiéu lién hé dén viéc khao
cttu vé con rong trong my thuat Hu€. Ay 1a, ngoai con rong ching ta vira dé cap, trong
ho hang con vat truyén thuyét nay con c6 hai con vat khac nita: con giao va con cii.

Con giao, theo tu dién P. Couvreur la con rong khong strng, dang nhu ran, c6 nho, c6
bon chén va rau bac trang dudi yét hau. Theo Génibrel, né chinh la loai ca sau.

Con cu, theo Eitel 1a con rong non c¢é sting. Theo Paulus Cuia (Dai Nam Qudc am tw vi),
1a 1oai rong khong sting, thwong nam dudi dat va khi né vieon minh day thi chd &y
thanh song, gitra bién noi 1én nhing hon cii lao chinh la do cu ddy ma tao thanh.

Gitra con rong va con giao qua la rat kho phan biét, vay nén ding tredc mot my thuat-
pham ma nét khac cham hoi mo hd, cé ngudi cho 1a hoa vin hinh rong, nguoi khac lai
bao hoa vin hinh giao, va ngay ca nhitng nghé si cung nghé nhan chuyén nghiép ciing
khong khang dinh duoc. Khi con rong duoc trinh bay nguyén ven ca than hinh, han
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rang ai cfing nhan ra ngay, nhung trong trudng hop cach diéu thi rat dé 1an 16n giao va
rong. Mot 6ng quan 16n cta triéu dinh Hué ndi chuyén véi hoc gia Léopold Cadiere vé
mot d6 vat bang gd ctia chinh gia dinh minh da dwoc dung tir 1au 1am, qua quyét rang
nét cham tr6 cach diéu trén mén d6 dung nay la hoa véan con giao, boi vi ngay xwa
khong ai ddm choi hinh réng chinh tong, ma chi xt dung hinh giao va cu d€ trang tri
trong nha. Su kién nay chwa phai la mot co so khoa hoc, nhung it ra cting nén dwoc ghi
nhan nhw mot yéu t6 tir goc dd dia phuong khi xem xét nhiing con rong ¢ Hué. Va rat
co thé, day chi la su tai hién cua con rong doi Ly ma trude day vi chwa d6i chi€u voi my
thuat Ly nén nguroi ta chua nhan ra ma thoi. O mot ddi noi, triede cdc hoa vin ma L.
Cadiere khong phan biét dugc giao hay rong, ong dich sang tiéng Phap la Serpent-
dragon, c6 thé mot phan do anh huong cua dinh nghia P. Couvreur, phan khac do bj tac
dong ttr quan niém trén thuc dia & Hu€, nhung cling c6 thé do 6ng quan sat roi suy
luan 13y, va diéu nay rat thu vi la da trung hop it nhiéu vdi con rong thoi Ly trén dat
Bac, ttc rong-dang-ran, rong-hinh-dun hay réng-hinh-day nhu da dugc khang dinh.

Vé cac cham trd hinh con i thi dé nhan ra hon, mot phan vi ddc diém hinh dang, phan
khac vi & nhitng vi tri n6 xuat hién ¢6 hiru. Vi dy, noi nhiing xa doc (vi keo) d& 1dy mai
nha, phia ngoai cadc hang cot, c6 cham cli nén goi la xa czi. Va noi tay dya nhitng ngai
tho cac vi nit than thuong dung ngoai troi, cing hay cham trd nhitng cai dau nhu dau
rong, day chinh la con ct.

Ngoai nhitng d6 hinh chu yéu trén vé con rong, c6 1€ ching ta cling nén ké dén mot vai
cach diéu khac nira.

Co khi chi la mot dwong hoa van, cd khi lai la mot canh hoa, 14, mot nhanh trai, mot
than cay hay mot ddm may bién cdch ma thanh rong. Hodc ciing chi la thé, nhung bd
cuc c6 hoi khag, trai cay (nhu trai phat tht), déa hoa (nhw hoa sen, hoa mau don, hoa

cuc), ghét 1a (nhu 1a 1at) duoc dat ngay chinh gitta theo dang mdt nd mdt rong, goi dwgc
ngay noi nguwoi xem an tuwong vé mot con rong hién hién. Ciing trong dang nay, ching
ta con gap thém kiéu thikc con giao phun ra tir miéng mot ghét hoa, van thwong goi
la giao hoa.

Chung ta vira xem qua nhitng hinh dang rong, tit chinh thong dén bién thé va cach diéu
trén nhing di tich kién trtc 16n, cling nhu trong toan bd trang tri chung ctia my thuat
Hué€. Pa qua roi thoi ky ctia nhitng danh gia day dinh kién, ngay nay duwong nhu hau

hét moi nguoi déu cd thé nhin nhan vé céi dep riéng ciia mot giai doan lich st dat nude

hién ra noi day. Trén quan thé kién trtc va thién nhién hoa hgp tho mong va tuyét dep
cua Hué, nhiing con rong dy cling gdp phan lam cho cai dep chat ché, bén viing va co
hon hon. Trong tinh hinh nhw hién nay, khi di tim lai von ¢6 ctia dan toc da mat mat
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qua nhiéu, my thuat Hu€ ndi chung, con rong trong my thuat Hué€ ndi riéng chac chan
~ g . \ .~ ~ ~ 7 ~ A oA 7. oA 2 ~,
sé duwoc chat chiu, gin gitt cling nhu s€ c6 nhitng cong hién vdi hiéu qua cao nhat.
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Rong trong trang tri my thuat cung dinh Nguyén

La mot linh vat c6 mit ¢ hau khap cic nén nghé thuit ctia nhan loai nhung con rong
Viét Nam van dugc xem 1a c6 nhitng dic diém riéng doc dao, khé 1an 16n véi rong

cua cac dan toc khac.

Rbng dd thoi Nguyén
Xwa nay, nguoi Viét ludn ton vinh rong, xem rong la linh vét to, tw xung minh la “con
rong chau tién”. Béi vay, con rong cé mot vi tri that quan trong trong nén nghé thuat
truyén thong ctia nguoi Viét. Hinh anh rong tré thanh biéu twong cao dep cua ly
twdng, niém tin va stec manh dan toc.

Cling nhu cac thoi ky khac, trong nghé thuat thoi Nguyén, dac biét la trong nén nghé
thuat cung dinh, & khe"ip moi di tich va di vat, hinh anh phd bién nhat, noi bat nhat van
la con rong.

Khi so sanh rong thoi Nguyén véi cac con rong trong nhitng thoi ky trude d6 o Viét
Nam, PTS. Tong Trung Tin cling bam sat cac ddc trung da néu trong mo hinh chung vé
rong Nguyén d€ phan biét nhu sau:

- Sting: Rong Ly khong c6 sttng. Rong cudi thoi Tran thi sing rat da dang, trong dé cd

kiéu strng thon dai c6 mot nganh cong nhe nho ra. Sudt tir thé ky XV dén thé ky XVIIJ,

kiéu sttng nay van ton tai bén canh mot vai kiéu sting khac nita va cudi ciing chi con cé
né duoc lwu gitr va on dinh dwdi thoi Nguyén.

- Vay lung: Vay lung rong Ly thuong cé hinh tia lira nho, déu va xép day, sit doc theo
song lung rong. Chi dén thoi Tran vay lung bat dau da dang trong dé c6 kidu vay 6 tia
dai va cit mot tia 16n lai xen mot tia nhé. Thé ky XV-XVIII, vay lung rong rat da dang,
nhung ki€u vay ctia thoi Tran c6 phan pho bién hon, song thuong be rong, miii tia
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thudn va map. Chi dén thoi Nguyén, kiéu vay lung nay méi thdng nhat 1a tia déu, dai,
manh va lap di 1ap lai déu dan.

- Than rong, dudi rong va van dong: Rong Ly Tran c6 dic trung “than ran” thon, dai,
udn khtic cong kidu “that miéng tGi”. Dan da, cac thoi sau thuong 1am cho than rong be
ra vé chiéu rong, thu ngan vé kich thudc, khiic uén dodng ra nhung déc tinh “ran” cta
than rong ludn gitt vitng. Ti€p tuc truyén thdng d6, rong Nguyén ciing udn lwon khé
da dang nhung dang rong than ran néi chung van bao dam, thé van dong van kha
mém mai, uyén chuyén.

Riéng kiéu dudi xoan ctia rong Viét xuat hién khd muodn vao khoang cudi thé ky XVIII
(Cudi thoi Lé Trung hung va thoi Tay Son). Dudi rong Nguyén da ké thira va phét trién
kiéu dudi nay.

- Ma rong: Kiéu ma rong thon, dai la dac trung nghé thuat ctia rong Ly- Tran. D6 la
kiéu md duoc hinh thanh dudi anh hudng cua con Makara trong nghé thuat Champa-
An d6. Sau thoi Tran, trén co sé kiéu ma nay, ma rong Viét Nam bién ddi phong pha
hon, song vé nguyén tac, ma Makara luén luon duoc bao dam. Tham chi & nhiéu di
tich, né ludn trung thanh véi ki€u ma rong Ly- Tran (rong diém bia Vinh Lang thé ky
XV, rong trén bé d4 chiia Mé S&, néc chita Mui thé ky XV, rong 6 bé chtia Ngoc Kham
thé& ky XVIL..). Béi vay, khi sang thoi Nguyén, ma rong lic nay dit da thu ngan lai va
hoi map hon mot chtit, nhung dang dap m4 Makara van rat rd nét. Hau nhu cac tiéu
ban rong cua Cadiere déu chiing minh duoc diéu nay.

Kem theo su bién d6i cia md 1a mang: tir mang mot xody thoi Ly dén mang nhiéu xody
thoi Tran, tir mang nhiéu xody cong dén kiéu mang cé cac tia duoi thang ra ngoai dé
cudi cung bién thanh kiéu mang rong Nguyen giong nhu cac tia Iita nhon, sac va dai (3)

Theo t6i, trén day la nhitng nhan xét kha tdng hop va tinh t& vé con rong thoi Nguyén.
Tuy nhién cac nhan xét 4y van con thiéu boi cac ly do sau day:

1. Khéng phai bao gio con rong Nguyén ciing duoc thé hién day du véi tat ca cac dic
diém riéng (¢ dau, than, vay lung, vay, dudi...) nhu trén da mo ta, ma tuy vao vi tri,
vao y nghia can dugc bi€u hién mot cach thich hgp, rong Nguyén xuat hién voi cac tir
thé’rat khac nhau va véi nhitng ddc diém riéng hét stec phong pht, ¢6 rat nhiéu khi
rong Nguyén chi xuat hién mot bo phan nao dé ctia co thé nhw phan dau, phan mat,
phan than...

2. M6 hinh chung vé rong Nguyén véi cac dic trung trén chi dting véi con rong theo
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nghia hep. Trén thuc t& dudi thoi Nguyén rong con xuat hién rat pho bién véi cac bién
thé’khac nhau, cling tuy theo vi tri, cdp d¢ can duoc thé hién, Chéng han nhu: giao long,
long mang, con cu... Nhitng diéu nay duoc thé hién rat ro trong nghé thudt trang tri
cung dinh thoi Nguyén.

Trong m§ thuat cung dinh Nguyén, rong duoc thé hién hét sttc da dang, phong phu.
Su phong pht nay thé hién trén nhiéu mat: chat liéu, dé tai, vi tri xudt hién, cach thic
tao hinh...

* Vé mat chat ligu: hau nhu tat ca cac chat liéu st dung trong nghé thuat cung dinh déu
dugc sit dung dé€ tao nén hinh anh cta rong. D6 1a cac chat liéu kim loai (vang, bac,
dong), g6, nga, d4, gach, voi vira, ghép sanh sit, son mai, son thép vang bac, &6 phéap
lam, trang tri trén d6 gdm s, d6 dét vai...

* Ve dé tai: rong Nguyén duoc thé hién trong cac dé tai rat da dang nhw “lwong long tricu
nguyét”, “lwong long triéu nhat”, lwong long tranh chdu”, hoi long, cteu long tranh chdu, ciru
long dn vin, long vin thity ba, vién long...ngoai ra con c6 rong chiu thanh bic, rong doi bia,

rong doi mat troi, rong dgi thién ho... c6 khi rong dwoc thé hién cung cac con vat khac
trong t linh nhw rong- phung, rong- 1an, hodc ¢é khi lai dwgc trinh bay chung ca nhém
t linh long lan quy phung.

Rong con duoc thé hién trong cac bién thé vé hinh thitc cta ¢ cay hoa la hay cac con
vat hda rong nhu: mai hda rong, tric hda rong, lieu hda rong, ctic hda rong, ca chép hda
rong...

* Vé vj tri xudt hién va cdch thikc tgo hinh: D€ dé dang hon trong viéc phan tich vai trd cta

con rong trong trang tri m§ thuat cung dinh Nguyén, chting t6i tam chia thanh 2 phan

16n: rong trong trang tri kién tric va rong trong trang tri cac vat biéu tuwong va d6 ngu
dung.

I. Con rong trong trang tri kién triic cung dinh Nguyén
a. O cdc loai hinh kién tric nha 6, tho tu hay giai tri (bao gom dién, dinh, lau, cac, ta,
miéu, tu...). D81 véi cac loai hinh kién tric nay, & ca 3 phan chinh cta cong trinh la:
phan mai, phan than va phan nén méng déu c6 hinh anh ctia rong.

- Phiin mdi: Day 1a phan rong xuat hién nhiéu nhat va dé nhan thay nhat, tuy nhién do
khoang cach quan sat kha xa nén nguoi the thuong chu y dang vé chung ctia rong ch
it trau chudt veé chi tiét. Cac chat liéu pho bién duoc st dung d€ tao nén rong la voi
vita, voi vita gan manh sanh st va d6 phap lam.
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O phan chinh gitta dai bo néc, rong thuong xudt hién thanh ting cip chiu vao hinh
mot mdt troi, mat trang, vién ngoc hodc thién ho (bau ruou) theo mo-tip luong long triéu
nhdt, luong long trieu nguyét, luong long tranh chiu hay ludng long triéu thién ho. Néu rong

xuat hién ¢ vi tri chinh gitta bo noc thi thuwong chi ¢ phan dau va hai chan truede, dau
ddi mat trang, mat troi hodc thién ho.

O cudi cac dai bo néc, bd quyét rong ludn vuon dau 1én cao, mit hudng vao trong theo
mo-tip i long. Bién thé & cap do thdp hon cua rong la con giao long ciing dwgc tao
hinh twong tw. Tuy nhién ¢ 2 nha Bat giac hai bén lau Kién Trung trong Tt Cdim Thanh
thi c6 truong hop ngoai 1é: tat ca cac con rong nam trén bo mai, bo quyét ctia cong trinh
déu hudng mat ra phia ngoai, trong dac biét thu vi.

O hai dau hoi, néu duoc bit ddc thi phan dau ddc ctia cong trinh cling hay duoc trang
tri mot mat rong nhin tryc dién (thuat ngt chuyén mon goi la rong ngang hay hé phu),
miéng ngam mot cht “tho” hodc mot vong tron. Chat liéu tao nén mat rong nay chu
yéu la voi vita gan manh sanh s, d6i khi dic bang gom (nhu ¢ dién Ngung Hy- ling
bong Khanh)

- Phign thén: d6i véi cdc cong trinh kién trac gd, rong cht yéu duoc trang tri ¢ hé théng
cot tru bang cach son thép, trong métip dé tai thong nhat 1a long vin thiiy ba (rong may
va song nudc)

Mot s& hang cot hién dap bang voi vita doi khi cling duoc trang tri voi dé tai tuong tu
(treong hop hang cot hién dién Thai Hoa). Cé mot truong hop rat dédc biét 1a toan bd
cac bo vi tién dién cua dién Long An déu la nhitng khdi gd lién duwoc cham 1dng véi cac
dé tai vé rong. Day la nhiing birc cham dat dén trinh d6 tuyét my vé ky thuat va my
thuat ctia nghé thuat truyén thdng Viét Nam.

D&i véi cac cong trinh kién tric xay bang vat liéu hién dai nhw lau Kién Trung, cung
An Dinh, cung Thién Dinh (ling Khai Dinh), réng con dugc tao nén bang cach dap néi
trén hé thong cot tru va phia trén cac vom ctra. Hinh thttc trang tri nay dwgc thé hién
sinh dong va thurc st tao nén vé dep phong pht ciia cong trinh.

- Phiin nén mong: con rong hau nhu chi xuat hién 2 bén thanh bac cdp ctia phan nén
cong trinh. Réng dwoc tao hinh dudi dai theo bac cap, dau huéng xudng phia dudi.
Kiéu rong nay hoan toan tuong tw cac con rong thanh béc ¢ cac tang san tai nhitng khu
lang md vua Nguyén. Do dai ctia rong phu thudc vao chiéu cao ctia hé thdng bac cap
hay tang san.
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b. O cic loai hinh kién triic khdc:

- Cong: ¢6 3 kiu cdng chinh ma rong thuong xuat hién.Kiéu cong gb c6 mai lop (Ngo
Mon, cira Hoa Binh, Khiém Cung Mon-lang Tu Ptrc, Hién Ptrc Mon-lang Thiéu
Tri..v..v..), rong dugc trang tri & phan mai twong tw nhu ¢ cac loai hinh dau. Véi kiéu
cong duoc xay dap bang gach va vdi vita (ctta Hién Nhon, Chuong Diic, ctra & cac khu
lang tdm, miéu tho), ngoai viéc trang tri @ phan mai rong con xuat hién ¢ phan than
cong trong cac 6 hoc voi cac chat liéu voi vira co gén manh sanh st hodc khong, hodc
duc sdn bang dat nung roi gin vao. O loai cdng thit 3, tuy hinh thtec kha don gian
nhung lai mang tinh nghi vé cao (cac nghi mon bang dong ¢ hai dau cau Trung Pao
truede dién Thai Hoa, hai dau cdu Théong Minh Chinh Tryc- lang Minh Mang, hai dau
cau Chanh Trung- lang Thiéu Tri, cic cong dap bang voi vita nhu cdng Nhat Tinh,
cong Nguyét Anh & phia sau dién Thai Hoa...), rong duoc diic ndi hay dap néi theo
mbtip long vin. Nhitng con rong nay thuong rat dai, dang vé di ton, kha gidng rong
thoi Thanh.

-Binh phong: Rong dugc trang tri cic binh phong hau nhu déu dap bang véi vita c6 gan
manh sanh s (trt truong hop binh phong lang Thién Tho Hitu rong duoc diéu khac
triee ti€p trén nén da4 Thanh). Dé tai vé rong trén binh phong kha phong pht, cach thic
tao hinh cling da dang cé khi rong xuat hién mdt minh trong cac cum may va xoay
nudc (dé tai long van thiy ba), c6 khi xuat hién thanh ting cap chau vé mot mat trang,
mat troi...(dé tai lwong long tritu nhat, luong long tridu nguyét...), cing c6 khi rong nam
cudn minh trong cac 6 hdc véi cac tw thé kha sinh dong.

Ngoai ra trén binh phong con thuong str dung dé tai long ma chay trén séng nudc,
lung cho Bat quai. Co thé xem long ma la mot dang bién thai dac biét cua rong. O kién
tric cung dinh Hué, long ma bao gio cling dwgc tao hinh rat trung thanh theo
motip diu rong, thin ngya chit khong bao gio 1an 1on véi ky 1an nhw 6 nhiéu nén m§
thuat khac.

I1.Con rong trén cdc vit biéu tuong cho vuwong quyén va cdc do ngu dung
a. Trén cic vit biéu twong cho vieong quyén:
- Ngai vang: Trén mdi chiéc ngai vang déu cé 5 con rong & cac vi tri tuong tw 1a hai tay

ngai, hai chan truede va phan diém gitra hai chan truede. Ca 5 con rong déu chu trong tao
hinh 6 phan dau, mat déu hudng ra phia tredc, dang vé rat oai nghiém, hung ding.

97



-Biru tdn: 1a cdi tan 16n che phia trén ngai vang. Btru tan bang gb thép vang tai dién
Thai Hoa va bltu tén bang bétong cdt sat & dién Khai Thanh- lang Khai Dinh déu c6 9
con rong, duoc tao hinh rat dic sac. 9 con rong nay cuing véi 5 con rong & ngai vang co
modi lién hé rat chdt ché. Chang la biéu tuwong cuia hao Ciru-ngii, cua ngdi vi d€ vuong,
thira ménh troi dé tri vi thién ha.

-Virong An: cac n triéu ctia vua, dit 1am bang ngoc hay bang vang, bac thi quai 4n bao
gio cling cham hodc duc ndi thanh hinh rong. Rong trén quai an thuwong trong tuw thé
cudn tron, dau vuon cao, 4 chan chong xudng than dn, dang vé hién ngang va trong rat
sinh dong.

-Vuwong kiém: ki€m cta vua, cung véi dn, la nhiing vat twong trung cho quyeén luc toi
thuong ctia ngudi ding dau thién ha. Pudi kiém ctia cc vi vua triéu Nguyén lam bang
vang nam ngoc hinh mot dau rong duoc cham trd vo cling tinh xao0. Do gan lién véi
hinh anh réng nén vuong an cling nhu veong kiém con dwoc goi 1a Long dn Long kién.

-Ciru dinh: Clru dinh la nhiing vat biéu trung cho sy thong nhét cta dat nudc, stc
manbh, sy thanh cong va sy treong ton cta triéu dai. Hinh anh con rong duoc duc ndi 6
hang cao nhat trén Cao dinh, chiéc dinh biéu twong cho vi vua sang tao ra triéu
Nguyén- vua Gia Long dwoc thé hién trong tw thé phi long tai thién” (rong bay gitra
troi) ting voi hao Ctru - ngli ctia Kinh Dich. Tw thé rong hién ngang gitra cac cum may
von xoan.

b.Trén nhitng d6 ngw dung:

-Long bao: Long bao d€ vua mac khi t& tu hay ngu triéu thi rong duoc thé hién trong tw
thé uy nghiém, diing manh, than veon dai hodc uén minh thanh nhing khtc 16n. Long
bao trong b thuong phuc thi thuong duoc théu theo dé tai vién long (rong cudn tron)
tat ca nhitng con rong biéu tuong cho vua la mdi chan ctia chiing déu ¢ 5 méng; long
mang duoc théu trén do cac vi dai than (chi c6 4 chan).

-Trén cdc do st ngw dung: D6 st ngw dung cta trieu Nguyén déu la d6 st ky kiéu san
xuat tai Trung Hoa véi gam mau lam cho cac hinh vé trang tri rat ddc trung. Hinh anh
rong trén loai do6 dac biét nay duoc thé hién kha da dang. Cac dé tai thuong gap
la long-vin, long hi thuy, long-lan,long-phung, vién long, lirong long triéu nhit, lwong long
tranh chdu... Rong thuong dugc vé trén phan than cua do s (chén, to, dia...). Riéng thoi
Thiéu Tri, hinh vién long dwoc vé han vao day ctia d6 st xem nhu mét loai phu hiéu
ddc trung.

Chi véi chiing &y thdi ching ta cling da du co so dé khang dinh rang, rong Nguyén
chinh la sy ké thira va phat trién & mtrc 9 cao con rong truyén thong ctia nguoi Viét.
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Chuyén Rong nam Thin
Rong la mot linh vat twdng twgng, chi c6 trong huyén thoai hay truyén thuyét, nhung
lai 1a mogt hinh anh quen thudc trong tam thitc ngwoi Viét Nam.

R mgdon swiny <hides, L o Tl Tuy
Rong ngdm minh chiu, ban vé Trin Tuy
Ttr thud xa xua, truyén thuyét van cho rang dan toc Viét Nam la Con Réng Chau Tién.
Du ngay nay nhiéu nguoi khong tin vao nguén gdc ay, tham chi con phan bac mot
truyén thuyét vé chung toc mang tinh cach tu ton, ky thi, thi hinh anh rong van &n sau
vao tri tedng va 10i &n tiéng noi. Rong van thieong xuyén xudt hién trén sach v, trong
trang tri, mém mai trén vai théu, uyén chuyén trén tranh tuwong, uy nghi trong kién
tric. Tham chi, ngay nay hinh rong con xuat hién tran lan hon trudc

Vay nhan ngay Tét Nham Thin, chiing ta tim hiéu xem: Rong la con gi, xudt phat tt
dau, y nghia ra sao, bién chuyén thé nao qua cac dia phwong va thoi dai?

Trudce hét can noi ngay diéu co ban: rong hién dién trong truyén thuyét nhiéu dan toc

trén thé gidi, thuong duoc goi la Dragon, &m vang gan vdi tén Rong trong tiéng Viét,
nhung hai tir nay khong ho hang gi voi nhau. Nha bac hoc Nga, V. Propp, trong tac
pham kinh dién C6i ré ciia truyén c6 truyén ki, sau hang tram trang tham cttu truyén

thuyét rong trong cac nén van hda thé gioi, da di dén két luan: “con rong thiy toc la mot

huyén thoai quoc té”™, di nhién la dudi nhitng hinh dang khac nhau, trong nhitng chttc

nang, biéu twong khac nhau: rong Tay phuong nhiéu dau, bat coc, &n thit phu nit, rong

A d6ng mot dau, cthu nhan d6 thé. Nhung rong no rong kia déu san sinh tir mot twe duy

huyén thoai.

Rong - Cd Sdu
Pjau tién, ching ta thir tim hiéu nguon cfi gan nhat ctia con rong Viét Nam. Theo st

gia Lé Thanh Khoi, con rong Viét Nam va Trung Qudc thoat thai tit ¢4 sau, hién nay
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con 1a vat t6 ctia nhiéu dan toc Bai Dwong Chau. Nhiéu tac gia Viét Nam hién nay cling
dong y vi mot 16i giai thich ¢d tir lau, nhu trén mét bai bao 1901:

“Rbng cé chan va vdy, né nhic dén loai cd sdu thoi xiwea trén song nwdc Trung Hoa, hién con
song rdi rdc trén song Dwong Tir. Cd sdu noi thuy tdc, tw nhién dwoc lién hé voi nwdc; mia
dong né dn minh, nhwng mia xudn va ddu ha, vao nhitng trgn mwa lon, né xudt hién dé’tha ho
trirng gion. Nguwoi Tau nhiim higu qud v6i nguyén nhan va cho rang may mua theo vé vdi
rong. Tir d6 con cd sdu da tro thanh linh vdt, thu gép mady muea, roi oc sing tao ciia nghé nhan
da tao ra con vit truyén ky. Va chikc ning ctia rong giita muwa giong duwoc ghi lai bing hinh ciu
(minh chdu) twong trung cho sim chop giita nhirng ting mdy 1op 16p. Va khdi niém phon thuc
nho on mwa moc da bién con rong thanh biéu tirong tot dep”. Mot 161 giai thich cu thé, duy
ly va duy vat nhu vay, nghe qua thdy c6 tinh c6 ly, dwgc nhiéu nguoi chap nhan,
nhung chura chac da dting. Vi mot huyén thoai cé tam phd bién sau va rong trén thé
gidi nhu Rong, khong dé gi ndy sinh tir canh may mura ctia c4 sau. Li giai thich &y, néu
dtng, thi chi nam chéng l1én nhiéu ly do khac.

Giao long trén ludi gido Nui Voi (TK VI trede CN)

Cling mot phuwong phap cu thé, nhung nguoc lai, c6 ngwoi di tir sdch Linh Nam Chich
Quai (thé ky XV) dya vao truyén thuyét thoi Hung Vwong: “Liic dy din song 6 ven rirng
xudng nwéc danh cd, thwong bi giong giao long lam hgi (...) ldy mwc xdm minh theo dang thuy
qudi. Ttr do din khong bi tai hoa giao long nita”. Theo van canh va hoan canh lic d¢, giao
long 1a cé sau, hoa van theo dang “thily qudi” la rong. Nhiéu hoc gia nhu Dinh Gia
Khanh Nguyén Lang cho rang tir phong tuc vé giao long, nguoi Viét da ti xem minh la
dong déi ctia rong. Nhitng e thuyét nhu vay, du dling du sai, van cé tac dung cu thé
la tao twong quan gitra ca sdu, giao long, thudng luéng va con rong trong truyén
thuyét.
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Tuwong quan Réng-Sdu con cé thé minh hoa bang
hinh tuwgng ca sdu trén nhiéu di chi thoi Bong
Son: doi ca sau doi dién trén mot thap dong Pao
Thinh (Yén B4i, thién nién ky trudc Thién Chua)
hay qua dong Nui Voi (Ba Vi), lui riu Dong Son,

Nguyén Phtic Long da c6 bai nghién ctru rat ki vé
chu dé nay trén bao Poan Két, Paris, s6 Xuan,
cach day hai giap (1988).

Giap sau, trén bao Hop Luu, California, s Xuan
2000, Huynh Hitu Uy ciing c6 bai nghién ctu
teong tan va cap nhat nhan manh vao tuong
quan Réng-Sau trong tiéng Muong va van hoc

dan gian Muong.

Cé sau giao cdu khac trén thap dong
cta Dao Thinh (thién nién ky trudc

Thién Chua
) Rong: hinh tuong tong hop

Nhung van dé ddt ra la: con rong ta thdy hién nay - ro nét tir thoi Ly, thé ky XI - c6 that
su thodt thai tir con s&u-giao long cham khac thoi Tréng Dong Dong Son? Lich stt m§
thuat c6 lién tuc va don tuyén? Hay la bi diit doan trong mot ngan nam Bic thuoc? Con
Rong-S&u giao long néu qua that da xudt hién thoi Dong Son, chac ciing thay hinh d6i
dang nhiéu dwdi anh huong ngoai lai, tir phia nam hay phia bac.

Tt d6, lai nay sinh mot cau hoi khac: Néu hinh dang rong hién nay khong thoat than ttr
hinh sdu-giao long thoi Bong Son, thi huyén thoai Rong Lac Long ¢ phan anh thuec tai
sdu-giao long cua vung chau tho song Hong thoi Hung Vwong? N6i khac di, con rong
trong huyén thoai va con rong trong tranh tuong, tuy hai ma mét, hay nguoc lai, tuy
moOt ma hai?

Ngoai ra, rong con la mot huyén thoai c6 tam bi€u tuong sau va rong trén thé gidi va o
moi dia phwong mang mot chitc nang riéng. Vay cd nén gidi han no trong chuyeén ca

sau 0 song Hong hay Duong Tt?

Trong cong trinh nghién cttu cua V. Propp da ndi trén, tac gia da di dén dinh nghia
khai quat:

“Rong la con vt huyén thogi tong hop nhiéu dong vat khdc, chii yéu la chim va ran” thém vao
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ca sdu, ctru dé, ngua, lac da, hum beo, su tir... Con vat ¢ hinh dung chinh xac, thi
khong goi la rong, vi du con mang xa vi dai, trang tri quai dan 6 Chau Uc, 12 Thanh X3,
Bach Xa gi d6 chit khong phai la rong (tr.324).

Vay nguon goc rong ¢ dau ra? Trude hét, né khong phai la di chi ctia loai khing long
thoi tién st xa xua, vi khi loai nguoi xuat hién thi loai dong vat nay da bi diét chung tw
l1au. Hai c6t khiing long ciing kho goi y gi cho nhén loai (tr.293). Theo Propp con réng
san sinh tie tw duy hoang mang ciia con nguoi cd'so trudce cdi chét, ma ho khéng hiéu. Con
nguoi, hay dong vat, dang song, sao lai chét? Phai ching la hon lia khéi xac? Vay hon
di dau? Xdc sao lai bién dang, tan ra? Coi chét 6 phia nao? Phia troi cao ctia chim, x&
bién xa ctia ca sau, hay duéi dat sau ctia hang ran? Phai chang hon sé nhap vao mot
than xéac khac, tong hop chim-ran-sau, goi la rong? Vi vdy ma rong, c6 canh hay khong
c6 canh, van bay dugc nhu chim, luén vao hang hdc nhu ran va ngu tri thiy cung
nhu... Lac Long quan? (tr. 326).
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Rong trén st thoi Mac TK XVI

Ro6ng - Chim - Rin Vigt Nam

Cac nha nghién cttu vé dan toc hoc va cd st Viét Nam, cling ¢d nhiing suy doan tuong
tw, dugc phat biéu rai rac trong nhiing cong trinh in lai trong B6 Hung Vuong Dung
Nudc (bdn cuén) nhw Lé Van Lan va Tran Minh Hién:

“Trong ngdén ngir va khai niém nguwoi Khimu, c6 mot con vit goi la prie dong”. Do la mdt con
vt hinh rin, c6 mao nhw mao ga, c6 vay va cd chan. Trong ngdn ngik va y niém Thdi “pru
dong” twong dwong véi “tu ludng” la mot con vdt minh rin cé vdy va c6 bom nhiw ngua.
Nhitng con vt qudi dan nay khong cé quan hé gi vé dong ho véi nhitng ngieoi dang song,
nhieng lai c6 vai tro nhw mot thir thin chiu trach nhiém vé ndng muwa nhw mot thie ma nwedc va
nhitng con vdt qudi dan nay ciing thuwong dwgc hiéu nhw khdi niém thudng lubng ciia nguoi
Vigt... Tie Quynh Nhai, dén Muwong La, trén song Da, c¢6 khoang 20 cdi thdc thi cé 20 noi tho
thudng luong chw thé, thwong ciing bang ga lon”... (H.V.D.N. III, tr. 241-242).

“Hinh twrgng chim va rong thé hién sw phdt trién tw duy con nguoi trong qud trinh xdy dung
nén hinh twgng “khong 16” (...) chim va rong din din da khong con la nhitng dong vdt khodc do
than linh nita, ma da dwoc bién thanh nhitng nhin vat truyén thuyeét, nhan vdt lich sir. Do la
cdp Au Co (tién-chim-nili-dat) va Lac Long Qudn (rong-nwdc-song-bién): Roi thu hiit vao do
nhitng hinh twong Son Tinh, Giéng, ddic bi¢t la Hung Vwong” (H.V.D.N. III, tr. 244). Phan
ddng cac nha nghién ctru Viét Nam déu suy nghi theo chiéu hudéng d6, nhw Cao Huy
DPinh, Ddng Nghiém Van, Tran Qudc Vuong.
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Rong khic gb, chiia Dau thoi Tran TK XIII

Rong: Diém lanh

Trong cac xa hoi trong lia nudc, rong la diém lanh, la biéu twgng cho mwa mdc, phon
thinh, t6t lia xanh dau. Ttr d6 vua chtia chiém doat hinh twong rong dé tiéu biéu cho
minh, cho chttc nang tri dan tri nwdc, ban on “vi116” cho dan ching. Vua chua, bat dau
la Than Nong trong truyén thuyét Trung Qudc, co tén 1a Viém D€, bao gom quyén uy
ché ngy mat troi, sinh ra Kinh Duong Vwong ciing 1a biéu hiéu mat troi, Kinh Duong
l1ay Rong, con gai Long Vuong sinh ra Lac Long Quan “day din viéc cay cdy nong trang,
ddt ra cdc ding cdp quin thin, cic dao cha con ve chong, doi khi tré vé thity phit ma tram ho
van yén vui” (Linh Nam Chich Quai).

Nhu vay, con Rong tit tu duy vé cdi chét da chuyén minh thanh huyén thoai két hop
hai hién twong Nang-Mua, can thiét cho nong nghiép, réi di vao truyén thuyét va dan
dan mang chtrc nang xa hoi, lich str. C6 1€ vao thoi ky dan toc ta dinh canh dinh cw
vung song Hong, thoi Bong Son-Hung Vuong.
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Tuy nhién, con rong biéu twgng cho nén dé€ ché quan chu, phong kién c6 1€ chi dinh
hinh ro nét vé sau, tir thoi Han Cao T chon Rong lam biéu twong dé€ ché, du nhap vao
nudc ta vao thoi ky Bac thudc. Hinh tuong con rong dé& viong xudt hién rat sém o
Trung Qudc, tir nha Ha, hon hai ngan nam trude Tay Lich: rong da sinh ra thuy t6 nha
Ha, cac vua Ha dn thit rong, nu6i rong... Nha bac hoc Marcel Granet néi ro diéu nay va
giai thich bang nhitng cudc hdi he, c6 mua rong, “ddu rong” (joutes entre dragons) dé
cau mua. “Hinh thé'pha tap ciia rong la sin pham ciia tri twéng twong, bit diu tie nghé thudt
diéu khic phii hiéu, ma tuc miia hdt dan gian la khoi diém... Trudc khi la biéu tieong clia dé’
vwong, rong la hinh twong miia nhdy din gian. Tai nudc ta, trén tréng dong, nhitng hoa
van hinh dung ngwoi nhdy mua, stt dung nhac khi, gia gao quanh mat troi... bén canh
thuyén rong, c6 thé cing mdt nguoén géc sang tao.

Va ngay nay, tro choi rong ran, hay mua rong cé thé 1a tan duw.

No6i chuyén rong ba dong bay doi cho tron cau chuyén, la mong néi rdng hiéu biét ra
khoi cwong vuc con Rong chau Tién, dua mot truyén thuyét bo tdc hdi nhap vao quy
dao huyén thoai loai nguodi. Nhung diéu chinh yéu van 1a y nghia Rong trong tam thikc
dan Viét ching ta, Itic nao ciing thuwong nguoén nhé goc, thiét tha voi lich st trén dai
dat hinh rong; dong thoi hudng vé tuong lai hung thinh, ma Rong 1a biéu tuong ti
Chiéu Doi bé.
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Con rong trong tim thitc nguwoi Viét

Mic du con rong 1a mot con vat twdng twgng diy tinh siéu nhién, nhung bong dang
ctia n6 da tré thanh rat phd bién trong doi sdng xa hi nudce ta, va ciing da tiém an
trong tam thitc sau tham cua moi ngwoi dan Viét.

Rong Vigt

Con rong da cung véi nhitng nhan vat cd that trong lich st dan toc, nhu Ly Thai To
thdy rong vang xudt hién nén dat tén Kinh d6 méi 1a Thang Long; va song cung véi
nhitng con vat trong nghé thuat Viét Nam, nhw qua b tit linh: long, lan, qui, phung.
Va né van ton tai dén ngay nay, chang nhitng nam yén trong st sich, trong cac tac
pham my thuat (diéu khac, hoi hoa, trang tri), ma con muia bay, bay lion mét cach
song dong va hap dan trong cac 1& hdi dan gian.

Con rong Viét da ra doi tir thoi Hong Bang vdi truyén thuyét "Con Rong chau Tién"
chita dy huyén thoai. An phuc may ngan nim, né bay 1én vao nam 1.010 vao dau doi
Ly, roi di theo con duwong phat trién cua dan toc trong gan 1.000 nam nay dé€ sinh ra
mot dan 9 con chung séng trén viing dong bang Ctru Long & Nam Bo. Cudc doi ctia
con rong Viét cling 1au dai va stec sdng cua no cling manh liét nhu chinh lich st tién
hoa ctia dan tdc.
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Tt con rong 1a mét biéu trung cho nguodn cdi cua gidng noi, n6 hda than thanh mot
hinh twong ctia quyén lyec t6i cao trong thién ha: dng vua. Yét kién "long nhan" khong
phai nhin thay "mdt rong" ma 1a dwgc gap con nguoi dung trén tram ho. Vua va rong

nhu hinh véi béng. Hinh anh con rong da duwoc cac triéu dai quan chu Viét Nam ti
thoi Ly dén thoi Nguyén dung dé trang tri trén cic cong trinh kién tric cung dinh tir

Théng Long thud ay dén C6 d6 Hué hién nay.

Khi thay dan chung bat chudc hinh anh con rong dé to ve, dfip ndi, khic cham tai cac
cong trinh kién tric trong dan gian nhw nha ¢, dinh chtia, mi€u mao, thi triéu dinh
cam khong lam rong day du ca 5 mong va to diém dep dé nhu rong ctia vua. Trudce

luat 1é khit khe d6, ho lai lam rong ttr 4 mong tro xudng voi hinh thiee don gian hon,
nhung van 1a rong. Con rong phd bién trong dan gian tuy don gian, nhung vo cling
linh hoat va bay buém. Nhiéu vat thé da duwgc nguoi nghé si tai hoa cach diéu hoa

thanh rong d€ dap tng yéu cau tham my va thdéa man wéc vong thang hoa ctia ndi tam
lang man. Mot doa hoa, mot nhanh 14, mot canh mai, mot than trac, mot goc tre déu ¢
thé kiéu thitc hoa thanh rong v6i hang tram mo-tip trang tri tuyét voi.

Nhung con rong khong phai chi dung d€ trang tri, ma né con c6 mot y nghia sau xa
trong sinh hoat doi thuong ctia nguoi Viét: biéu twgng cau mwa, wéc mong phon thuc.
Tt thuo xa xwra, nhan dan ta song chuyén vé nghé trong lia nude. Pa lam ruéng nudc

thi can phai c6 mua thuén gi6é hoa. Ddi v6i ndng dan trong may ngan ndm qua, hién

twong con 16¢ cudn nudce ngoai bién khoi la hinh anh con rong tho dau xudng dai
duong udng nudc dé'1én troi lam mua twdi tam rudng dong. Bat ctt thoi nao, mua
cting la mot nhu cau thiét yéu, mot diéu kién séng con d6i véi nong nghiép. "Dén ngay
nay, ngudi dan qué Viét Nam van thuong coi nhitng hién teong cta khi twong nhuw
gi6 16c cudn nudce bién, la hinh anh cta rong hut nudc gay mua” (1).

Hon 90% nguoi Viét song bang nghé nong. Chinh cac vua chia ngay xua cling xem
nghé nong la "ban nghé" (nghé gdéc, nghé chinh, nghé quan trong nhét trong nude),
thwong nghiép chi 1a "mat nghé" (nghé ngon). Cho nén, du duogc trang tri @ dau (trong
cung dinh, ngoai dan gian) va bat ct thoi dai nao (Ly, Tran, Lé, Nguyén), hinh anh con
rong van ludn ludn di kém véi may troi va séng nude. Do vay, con rong da tro thanh
phtc than ctia nguoi lam rudng la mot diéu tat yéu, va tré nén ban ménh ctia nguoi
lam vua ciing 1a mot 1€ tat nhién.

Nguoi xua cing da thuong xem con rong la mot linh vat. N6 ding dau trong "t linh"
nhu da thay. Qua ca dao, nguoi binh dan Viét Nam quan niém con rong nhu la mot
hinh anh dep, c6 gia tri vé ca thé chat 1an tinh than. N6 cing thudc vé loai vat, nhung
la loai vat cao cdp nhat. C6 nhiéu cau ca dao da sit dung hinh tuong con rong dé néi
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bdéng vé mot con nguoi cao sang hay mot cai gi dang qui:

- Trieng vong lai no ra rong
Liu diu lai né ra giong liu diu

- Mgt ngay dwa man thuyén rong
Con hon muon kiép ¢ trong thuyén chai

- Ddu ngoi cira s6' cham rong
Tram khon nghin khéo khong chong ciing hw

Tuy nhién, dGi vdi dan ta, con rong khong phai luén ludn la mot thye thé bat kha xam
pham. C6 khi ngudi ta dung hinh dnh né nhuw mot thit dé giéu cot mia mai ké bat
chinh, khong c6 thuc tai ma cao ngao:

R6ng nam bé bic phoi rdu,
Dén khi nweéc can ho dau ho dudi

Tré con cting dem hinh anh con réng ra d€ dung vao tro choi do:

Diiu rong dudi phung le te,
Mua xuin dp tritng, mua he no con
(Cay cau)

Ttr mot con vat trong huyén thoai ctia nén van minh néng nghiép xa xua (Long cua
Trung Hoa, Makara cua An Do, Rong cua Viét Nam), n6é da duoc dua vao ndm trong
o thuw. R6i tr chit nghia trong sach vé, con rong lai bo ra khoi trang gidy dé€ hién hinh
trén cac cong trinh kién truc, roi di vao trong doi song van hda, xa hoi va tam thikc ctia

nhan dan ta. Con rong chang nhitng la biéu twong ctia sit cao quy va quyén lic, ma

con 1a hinh anh quen thudc va gan giii trong doi song dan da. Trong van hoda truyén
thong ctua nguoi Viét, c6 1€ khong ¢ mot con vat nao ma chirc nang da duoc bién hoa
mot cach linh hoat bang con rong,.
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Nhéin nam Thin tdn man vé con réng
Twong truyén, Khéng Tt, 6ng thanh chi tén caa dao Nho, di tirng dén xin hoc “1&”
v6i Lio T, dwgc Lao T thy gido nhiéu vé mon dao ditc hoc, mot mén hoc ma
Khong Tt cho 1a kho nhat. Dao ctia Khong Tw dwgc truyén lai cho hau thé, cha yéu
1a qua chit “1&” ma ngai dwgc gido hudn tir Lio Tit. N6 da tré thanh khau hiéu: “Tién
hoc 1€, hau hoc vian” cho bao thé hé hoc tro.

e 2t g L

Lao T

Sinh thoi Lo Tt c6 lan bao Khong Tt rang: “Ngudi quan ti gap thoi thi di xe, khong
gap thoi thi d6i nén 14 ma di chan vay. Ta nghe, ngwoi budn ban gidi khéo chira cua
qui ma coi nhw khong cé gi. Nguoi quan ti cd diec tot ma dién mao trong nhu dtra
ngu kho. Ong nén b céi chi kiéu cang cai long ham mudn cling cai sic duc va dam

chi di. Nhitng cai d6 chi v6 ich cho 6ng ma théi!” Khong Tt lang nghe nudt tting chit
mot va sau khi ra vé bao véi hoc tro minh réng: “Chim ta biét n6 bay, ca ta biét no 19i,

cac loai thti ta biét né chay. Bay thi diing na ban, 16i thi dung lwéi giang, chay thi dung

bay bat. Dén nhut con rong thi ta khong biét né cudi gi6, cudi may bay 1én troi nhuw thé
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nao? Nay ta thdy Lao Tt nhu con rong vay” (1).

Qua cau ndi caa Khong Tt véi cac hoc tro, ngoai sy ca ngoi mat thong tué cua Lao Tw
ra con cho chung ta thdy, ngai than thanh hoéa con rong. Réng 1la mot trong nhéom ti
linh: “Long, Lan, Qui, Phung”. Bon loai vat thudc vao loai thuwgong déng, linh diéu
duoc nguoi xwa rat muee ton kinh nhu mot cai gi c6 tinh thiéng liéng, mang nhiéu yéu
t0 than thoai. Trong bdn loai linh diéu ay thi rong dwoc xép 1én trén hét, dat o dia vi
cao qui nhat va duoc ca ngoi nhiéu nhat. Rong la biéu tuong cho moi su tot lanh ca vé
mat dao dtec, 16i song, cach ddi nhan xt&r thé va cac hinh thai hoat dong khac ctia con
nguoi. N6 con la biéu teong cho chim muong, cay cd, cac vat dung mang tinh chat cao
qui ca vé mat tinh than 1an vat chat, hay néi mot cach khéc 1a hinh tegng con rong c6
mat trong hau hét cac linh vuc: thién van, dia ly, nhan sy, thao moc, diéu tha... dén
cac linh virc khoa hoc khac nhw binh phap, y hoc, hdéa hoc v.v.... vav.v...

Chtt Han 1a loai chit twong hinh. Twong truyén Phuc Hi, 6ng vua dau tién trong lich
st cO dai Trung Qudc la nguoi vé ba con rong (Phuc Hi tac long thu) tuwong trung cho
Thién hoang, Dia hoang va Nhan hoang, trong ltic vii tru con trong thoi hdn mang,
am dwong chua phan biét (Thai cuc). Ba con rong &y la cac thé cua chit “long” sau
nay. (2).

Twong truyén vao khoang 3.000 ndm trudce cong nguyeén, Phuc Hi dua vao hién tuong
tw nhién nhuw troi, dat, sdm, gid, nudc, ltra, nti, ddm d€ vach ra tdm don quai, hay con
goi la:”Tién thién bat quai”. Mbi que biéu twong cho mot hién twgng ty nhién nhu:
Can (troi), khon (dat), chan (sam), ton (gio), kham (nwdc), li (Itra), can (nai) doai
(dam). Tr tdm don quai trén, 6ng ta chong lén nhau thanh 64 qué va 384 hao, dé
thanh hién teong vat chat lam co so cho cac tac pham Kinh Dich qua cac triéu dai Ha,
Thuong, Chu sau d6. Vé viéc Phuc Hi vach ra bat quéi c6 nhiéu thuyét khac nhau
duoc ghi trong sach vo, trong d6 c6 thuyét néi: Sau khi nhin 55 chdm den trang trong
lung con long ma (ngwa hda rong) xudt hién & sdbng Hoang Ha (Long ma xuat Ha do),
ngai ben dua vao d6 ma vach ra tdm qué. (3).

Theo “Hau thién bat quai” ctia Van Vuong thoi nha Chu thi nam Canh Thin thudc vao
qué Chan. Qué Chan xudt hién ¢ phwong dong, la noi v tru bt dau hoat dong (dé€
xudt ho chan)(4). Chan la hinh teong cta con rong. Sau troi dat (can, khon) la cha me,
sam (chdn) 1a tredong nam, ngwoi con trai ca ctia dat troi xuat hién ti€p theo (5). Ct
theo sach “Chu Dich” thi qué Chdn c6 dao hanh thong (Chan hanh). Trong 10i tuong
cta qué Chan lai néi: “Hai [an sdm rén la teong trung cho su chan dong, nguroi quan
ttr coi d6, lo s¢ ma stra chita” (Tién 16i chan, quan ti di khung cu tu tinh” Ct theo
twong ctia qué Chan thi, sdm sét rén vang, xé troi ra tiing mang. N6 danh tan nhiing
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ddm may mu d€ dem lai su hanh thong cho dat troi, dong thoi cling gy nén nhing
hién tugng tu nhién dang so. Nam Canh Thin la ndm con rong, nhung lai la ndm sam
sét chdn dong. D€ dat duoc sw hanh théng ta phai lo dé phong trude nhitng tai hoa
thién nhién co6 thé xay ra nhu da xay ra trong nam Ky Mao vtra roi. (6)

Nhu trén da néi, rong dwgc thé hién trong nhiéu linh viee khac nhau. Trong pham vi
bai nay khong thé nao néi hét duoc. Toi xin mao mudi 1ay vai vi du:

Cac bac anh hung hao kiét ngay xwa, khi con tiém an, chuan bi du moi diéu kién, khi
c6 thoi co sé ra cttu dan ctru nude nhu treong hop Lé Loi khi con an ndu trong nui
rieng Lam Son thi dwoc goi la thoi “tiém long”. “Tiém long” la con rong con an nau.
N biéu tuwong cho mdt con nguoi ¢d diic cao, ¢d chi 16n, o tai kinh bang. Du chua
lam nén danh phan, doi chua hiéu hét minh, nhung khong hé phién mudn, chi gite
viing chi cwong trung, séng hoa véi doi, vui véi dao, ltic nao ciing nghi dén 1oi ich
chung cho thién ha. D6 la nguoi ¢ ditc 16n ma con an ndu nhu con rong an nau dudi
hang sau vay. Hai chit "tiém long" dwoc rut ra tir hao "so ciru” cua qué Can trong Kinh
Dich. "Long phi" nghia la réng bay, chi 6ng vua ltc da 1én ngo6i. Hai chit “Long phi”
dwoc rut ra ttt cau “Long phi tai thién” ctia hao “cttu ngi” ctia que Can. “Long nhan”
la dung nhan ctia con rong. Ttr nay dung d€ chi hinh anh dung mao ctia mét vi minh
quan, mot nha hién triét. “Long dau” hay “long thu” la chi hoc vi Trang nguyén,
nguoi ding dau bang rong trong ky thi dinh thoi phong kién. “Long ditc” la chi
nguoi co dire dd cao nhu dee con rong. Gia dinh c6 truyén thong hoc hanh, cha
truyén con noi, nhiéu doi k€ ti€p chiém bang khoi nguyén trong cac ky thi dinh thi
duoc goi la “Long ching”. “Long phung” la tit d€ chi chung nhitng nguoi cé quy
tuong, cé tai nang hon ngwoi.

Hinh twong con rong cho ta rat nhiéu diéu thu vi trong hau hét cac mon khoa hoc,

nhat 1a trong linh viee thién van, dia ly... Nhung vi diéu kién khong cho phép, toi xin
ditrng lai o day.
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Rin trong quan niém van hoa va hinh teong nghé thuat
Con ran la hinh twgng c6 sitc anh hwdng 16n trong nén vin héa nhan loai. Tt
phuong Dong dén phwong Tay déu c6 nhitng huyén thoai vé loai vat nay. Tuy dic
diém van hoéa cia tirng qudc gia, khu viee, con ran cé biéu tuong, y nghia khac
nhau. Trong tam thitc cia nguwoi Viét, ran 1a moét loai khong may than thién, thim
chi 1a con vat gy nguy hiém cho con ngudi. Thé nhung, ¢6 1é vi s¢ nén rin lai la
loai vat dugc than thanh hoa, hodc dwgc hoan du thanh cac hinh twgng trong nhiéu
bd mon nghé thuat.

Ran trong van héa, vin hoc dan gian

Trong nhitng truyén thuyét, truyén cd tich Viét Nam, hinh tiong con ran va nhiing
loai vat tudng trong gan véi con ran nhu: chan tinh, thudng ludng, giao long, thuy
than... rat phd bién. Chang han nhu trong truyén Thach Sanh, chan tinh 1a con ran tu
luyén nhiéu ndm, vua bat nhan dan 1ap miéu tho va mdi ndm phai cdng ndp mot
mang nguoi. Pén khi me con Ly Thong lira Thach Sanh di nap mang thay minh thi
chan tinh d3 bi Thach Sanh tiéu diét. Hay cau chuyén rén bdo 04n trong vu an Lé Chi

Vién khién Nguyén Trai bi tru di tam tdc. Dan gian truyén miéng réng con ran bi cha
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Nguyeén Trai giét da hoa than thanh Nguyén Thi Lo béi ltic sinh ra ba da cé chiéc vay

& dudi swon.

O su tich H6 Ba B&, con giao long héa than thanh ba cu d€ bao dap hai me con ba goa
t6t bung khi ca lang bi nudce 1t cudn trdi. Trong tin ngudong dan gian, nguoi dan tho
ran nhu mot vi than bao vé sdng nuéc va mua mang. Hinh twong ran gan lién véi cac
dong chay ao ho, song sudi, thé hién su két ndi voi thé gidi te nhién. Nhitng cau
chuyén vé than ran thuong xoay quanh viéc gitip d6 hoéc tring phat con nguoi, phan

&nh m&i quan hé tiong hd nhung day thtr thach gitta con ngudi véi ty nhién.

Trong kho tang thanh ngt, tuc ngl ca dao ctia nguoi Viét, rat nhiéu cau dé cap dén
con ran véi y tham thiy. Thuong nghe nhat 1a cu khdu phét tém x4, nhac dén nhiing
nguoi dao diec gia, miéng noi diéu thién nhung tam lai doc ac. Ve rong vé rin, y chi su
bay vé lang phi, khong can thiét. Rin mat diu, chi sy rdi loan, hoang mang, mat
phwong hudng khi khong cd nguoi lanh dao. Cang rin cian ga nha, chi sw phan bdi, vi
loi ich ma quay lung, 1am hai nguoi. Rin gia rin 16t, nguoi gia ngueoi tut vao sing, y nhac
dén quy luat sinh 130 bénh t ctia con nguoi... Ngoai ra, trd choi rong ran 1én may la
mot trong nhitng trd choi dan gian phd bién cua tré nit. Tro choi nay gan véi bai dong
dao: Rong ran lén may / Co cdy lic Lic / C6 qua dong hd / Héi tham thiy thudc / C6 nha hay
khong? Day la tro choi quen thudc, doi hdi sw nhanh nhen, khéo 1éo va doan két, tao
khong khi vui vé, xom tu.

Trong dan gian, d6i khi nguoi ta 1dy con ran dé twong trung cho sy may rti. Chang
han nhu quan niém kiéng ky, khi xuat hanh hodc méi khi di dau lo giai quyét cong
viéc quan trong, néu ltc di duong gép ran la may man, moi chuyén sé hanh thong toai
nguyén. Rin di, quy vé, nghia 1a ggp ran thi nén di tiép con gap quy (ruia) thi nén quay
vé vi cong viéc sé khong thanh. Hodc cau Khi di gdp rin thi may / Khi vé gdp ran thi hay
in don cting mang y nghia chi hén xui, may rti & thoi diém gép ran. Nguoi xua ciing
coi ran 1a loai biét du béo thoi tiét. Vao muia he, du thoi tiét dang oi nang nhung thay

ran rao bo ra khoéi hang thi hom sau troi sé cé mua.
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Nhin chung, hinh twong con ran trong vin héa dan gian kha phong phti va déu mang
y nghia vé sttc manh, quyén uy, mang nghia ctia su nguy hiém, phan trac. Song, &

khia canh nao d6, ran ludn 1a hién than ctia sy huyén by, linh thiéng.

Con rdn trong tén gido, tin nguong
Con ran 1a mot biéu tuong 1au doi trong nhiéu ton gido va tin ngudng trén thé gisi.
Trong Phat gido, ran duoc xem la con vat linh thiéng, gan lién véi Ditc Phat tir khi
ngai duoc sinh ra. Twong truyén thai ti Tat Dat Da vira chao doi da dugc vua ran
Naga chin dau phun nuéc tam. Sau nay, ran than Naga da bao vé va chiing kién su
dac dao ctia Phat Thich Ca. Vi vay, trong Phat giao, ran Naga duoc xem 1a ho phép, 1a
biéu tugng cho su che chd, bao vé. Trong cac truyén thuyét vé Ditec Phat, hinh anh cta
Naga la mot phan quan trong, thé hién s két n6i gitra cac thé gidi, tir coi pham tran
dén cdi than linh. Mot trong nhitng cau chuyén noi bat vé Naga la su che cho ctia
Naga danh cho Ptrc Phét trong tuan thién dinh dau tién sau khi Ngai giac ngd. Khi
troi mua 16n, Naga da quan quanh Btic Phat, dung than minh lam tan che mua, thé
hién long trung thanh va kinh trong véi nguoi da truyén dat nhitng chan ly cta vii
tru. Cau chuyén nay khong chi nhan manh sy bao vé cia Naga ma con biéu thi su hoa
quyén gitra thién nhién va nhan loai. Vi vay, trong cdc ngdi chtia Phat gido Nam tong

thi ran 1a biéu twong quen thudc trong cac hoa tiét hoa van trang tri.

Hinh twong con ran ciing dwoc nhac dén nhiéu trong Kinh thénh cia Co Ddc gido, mo
dau véi cau chuyén con ran xti giuc nang Eva &n trai cdm trong sach Sang Thé. Sau
khi nghe 16i cdm dd ctia con ran, ho n trdi cAm va mat da ma ra, thay minh tran
truong va xau ho. Cudi cung, Chuia da dudi hai nguoi ra khoi vueon dia dang. Loai
ngudi bi mat co hoi trieong sinh bat tir va phai lao dong kiém séng bang mo6 hdi nude
mét ctia minh, phai trai qua hoan nan, dau kho vi sy lwa chon cta chinh minh. Tuy
nhién, & mét khia canh khéac, dén sach Dan s6 (cudn sach thit tu trong Kinh thanh Cyu
udc) thi hinh anh con ran 1a biéu tuong ctru rdi. Loai ngudi chi can nhin 1én con ran

bang dong duoc treo trén cot vdi sw an ndn sam hai thi sé dwgc ctru thoat, chira lanh.

O Viét Nam, hinh twgng con ran trong dao mau gan lién v6i kha nang sinh san, la

biéu tuong ctia ntt gidi. Cau chuyén vé Mau Liéu lan th ba xudng tran gian va vut
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hoéa tro thanh ran khi bi thai tte choc gheo 1a minh chiing cho diéu dé. Sy uyén chuyén
meém mai, kha nang sinh san, kich thich cua ran cting dwoc vi nhu nguoi phu ni.
Trong cac dién tho mau ludn c6 hinh anh d6i ran hién dién trén xa ngang va chau vé

twong Mau.

Ngoai ra, tuc tho ran cling kha phd bién d6i véi mot sd ton gido va nén van hda khac
trén thé gidi. Tai Trung Qudc, tin ngudng thd ran dugc biét dén sém véi cau chuyén
than N& Oa dau nguoi minh rén. O An D, rén dwoc xem nhu biéu twong cua bat tw,
tin ngudng tho ran da dn sau vao doi sdng ctia ngudi dan. Nhidu dia danh dwoc dat
tén tlr am huong cua than ran Naga. Hinh twong ran xudt hién trong nhiéu dén dai va

ca do trang stec.

Nhu vay, hinh tuong ran da xut hién trong hau hét cac nén van hda, ton giao va
mang nhiéu 16p nghia khac nhau, gan lién véi nhitng y niém quan trong ctia con
nguoi vé su song, cai chét va su huyeén bi ctia vit tru. Bi€u trung cho ca tinh nam va
nt, vira la phtc than, vira 4c than, tegng trung cho su huy diét 1an tai sinh. Sy hién
dién ctia con ran trong xuyén sudt lich st ¢ chiing minh vai tro ddc biét ctia né trong

doi sdng tam linh cta nhan loai.

Tir doi song dén nghé thudt tao hinh
Con ran c6 dt mau séc, kich ¢d, ¢6 thé s6ng trong hau hét cdc mdi truong tw nhién.
Rén khong c6 chan nhung di chuyén nhanh. Trong thyec t&, ran dong vai tro quan
trong trong hé sinh thai tw nhién. La loai san moi bac cao, ran giup kiém soat sd luong
chudt va cac loai gdm nham phd hoai dong rudéng, qua d6 duy tri hé sinh thai va bao
vé mua mang. Poc t§ ctia ran dii nguy hiém nhung lai mang gid tri vé mat y hoc. Da
c6 nhiéu cong trinh nghién ctru noc doc ctia rén d€ diéu ché cac loai thudc chita bénh
O mot s& qudc gia chau A, trong dé c6 Viét Nam, viéc udng rueou pha tiét ran hodc
reou ngam rdn duoc cho 1a 1am tang sinh liec ctia phai manh. Thit rén cting dugc wa
chudng vi c6 gia tri dinh dudng cao, chira nhiéu protein, it chat béo, ddc biét duoc tin

la c6 tac dung boi bo stc khoe.

Rén con 1a ngudn cam hing nghé thuat trong kién tric, hoi hoa va diéu khic. Hinh
anh rin quén quanh tru cft hay tuong rdn trong dinh, chua, dén miéu thé hién su két
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ndi gifta con ngudi véi thé gidi siéu nhién. Trong Ai Cap c6 dai, hinh anh ran hd

mang Uraeus thuong duwoc gan trén vuong mién ctia cdc Pharaoh, bidu twong cho
quyeén luc tdi cao va su bao ho than thanh. Tai An D6 va mdt s8 nudc boéng Nam A,
rdn than Naga dwoc cham khic trén cic dén dai, cung dién nhw moét linh vat mang y

bao vé va may man, thinh vuong.

Trong truyén thuyét Hy Lap, ong Asklepios - con trai cua than Apollo c6 tai tri bénh
va duoc ton lam than, gan lién véi hinh anh con ran. Sau nay, ca nganh y va nganh
dugc déu 14y hinh anh con rén lam biéu twong. Biéu twong nganh y la hinh con rin

quan quanh cay gay, con biéu tuwong nganh duoc la con ran quan quanh chén thudc.

Nhu vay, hinh tugng con rin vira 1a biéu twong cta sy sinh soi, bao vé va tri tué, vira
dai dién cho hiém nguy, phan trac. Diéu nay phan dnh nhan thitc cia con nguoi vé tu
nhién, vira s¢ hai trudc sttc manh ctia thién nhién, vira ngudng mo vé dep va stic song
ctua no. Mot trong nhiing biéu tugng noi bat nhat caa con rén 12 sy tai sinh. Rin ¢
kha ndng 16t xac, tir d6 dwgc xem nhw hién than ctia sy d6i mdi, hoi sinh va bat tw.
Trong van hda Viét Nam, su 1t xac ctia rin dwoc hi€u nhu mot dau hiéu ctia su

chuyén minh, thay doi d€ dat tdi trang thai tot hon.

Nhin chung, tdm 1y con ngudi d8i véi hinh anh con ran kha trai chiéu, vira so hai, vira
kinh né. Chuyén ddng s¢ 1an chuyén linh thiéng déu lién quan dén con vat nay. Boi
vay, hinh teong con ran vo cung phtic tap. Su da dién nay khién hinh anh con ran tro
thanh mot phan khong thé thiéu trong doi song van hoa cua nhan loai, vira goi 1én su
ton kinh, vira dn chita nhiéu gia tri ddc biét. Du ding trong khia canh tot hay xau, con

ran van la mot thuc thé cua tw nhién can dwgc ton trong.
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Bi€u twong ran, tir ngoén ngitr dén van hoa

Biéu tuwong (symbol) 1a mét thanh t8 khong thé thi€u trong méi nén vin hoa. Xét vé

mot phuwong dién nao d6, van hoa 1a mét hé biéu twgng.

Khi chiing ta dé cap dén van dé ddc trung tw duy cta dan toc hay tam thic Viét qua
von tit vung néi chung va qua biéu twong “ran” néi riéng la mudn dat van dé nay
trong moi quan hé bién chitng gitta ngdn ngtt va tu duy, hay ngon ngt va van hoa;
trong d6 ngon ngir dwoc xem la “hién thyec tryce tiép ctia tu twdng”, con biéu twong la
“su phong chiéu” bic tranh van hoa dan toc. Khi mot sw vat hién twong co gia tri biéu
trung thi né sé goi 1én trong y thitc ngurrdi ban ngit su lién tuong kha bén vitng. Chang
han, “rong” 1a biéu tong vin hda ctia cac nwdc chau A; “mau tring” biéu trung cho
long thanh sach, trinh khiét & mot s6 nude chau Au. Su lién twong nhu thé lai khong
xay ra trong tw duy ctia nhitng qudc gia khac. D&i véi van héa Au chau, “rong” khong
phai la con vat thiéng, ma chi la con quy dit luén gay hai cho loai nguoi trong cac
truyén cd tich; “mau trang”, trai lai, trong vin héa A Pong, né lai lién twdong dén su
tang toc, chét choc. RO rang, biéu tuwgng la tdim guong phan chi€u van héa dan toc, va
di nhién né la thanh t& khong thé thiéu cau thanh ban sac van hoa dan toc. Trong bai
viét nay, chting ti thit van dung vao viéc phan tich biéu twong “ran” trong ngdn ngit
va van hoa, qua do, chi ra cac ham nghia van hda va 16i tu duy ddc trung ctia nguoi

Viét xura va nay.
Rdn va cic danh xung trong Viét ngir
Rin 13 mdt loai ddng vat c6 that, duoc goi tén trong tat ca cac ngdn ngir trén thé gidi.
N6 1a “gidng dong vat thudc 16p bo sat, than dai, ¢ vay, khong chan, di chuyén bang

cach udn than”. Tt biéu niém vé loai ddng vat nay, nguoi Viét, trong thuc t€, lién
teong va goi tén bang nhiéu danh xung khac nhau. Tiéng Viét cé nhiéu tit ngit &€ dinh
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danh loai ran: rin hé, hé'mang, rin luc, ran nwdc, rin mang xa, rin ndp nong, ran long, ran
hoc tro, hé'ldc, hd heo, hé hanh, hé ngwa, hd'sdy, hé' may, hé bwedm, rin cap nia, rdn cap nong,
... Trong ngdn ngtt van hoéa dan gian, nguoi Viét y niém hoa vé loai rdn qua cac danh
xwng: rin, tran, chan tinh, giao long, thuong ludng, mang xa, rong. Chi cdc danh xung nay
moi tro thanh biéu tuong van héa. Cac danh xung nay c6 tinh chat triru twong, mo ho
& nhitng mitc dd khac nhau. Trin dwoc xem 1a loai ran 16n sdng & rirng nhiét doi,
khong c6 noc doc, con di tich chan sau, 6 thé bat dn ca nhiing tha khd 1én. Thubng
ludng duoc tri nhan nhu giong vat dit & nude, trong bé ngoai gidng nhw con ran to,
theo truyén thuyét né hay hai nguoi. Con giao long lai dugc y niém hoéa nhw con thuong
ludng. Chin tinh dwgc ngudi Viét tudng tuong nhu mot loai yéu quai trong cac truyén
co tich than ki. Mdang xa dwoc giai thich nhw mot loai tran s6ng thanh tinh chuyén lam
hai nguoi trong cac truyén cd. Réng duoc y niém hdéa mot cach twong twong 1a loai vat
minh dai, than cé vay, c¢é chan, biét bay, duoc coi la cao quy nhat trong cac loai vat trén
thé gian, thuong dugc cu thé héa qua hinh twong con ran. Trong cac danh xung
trén, rin, trin duoc goi tén mot cach cu thé, treee quan, con rong, thuong ludng, giao long,
mang x4,... déu duoc y niém hoéa bang cac danh xung mo hd, triru twong. Xét & goc dd
ngon ngir - van hoa hoc, rd rang cé mot mdi twong quan nao do gitra cac danh xung
vita ndi trén. Diéu nay phan anh qud trinh tri nhan thé gi¢i khach quan vé loai ran cta
nguoi Viét truyén thong qua cach goi tén. Vé mat ngén ngtt, ching ta c6 thé i giai su
bién am ctia cac tén goi, chang han, trin, rin c6 thé dugc phuc nguyén bang qua trinh
bién d6i ngtr am: *thlin/tlan > trin > rin > than lan, chan,... va c6 thé chi 1a su bién Am
ctia rin ma thdi. Vé mat van hda, tat ca cac con vat trén déu giong nhau vé hinh dang
va tinh khi (than dai, hung dt), moi tredng cu tra (thuong gan véi niede) va dic biét
thuong duoc ¥ niém héa bang hinh twong “thtty quai”, gan véi nén van minh néng
nghiép lda nudc. Diéu nay phan anh tin ngudng tho thuy than - than ran cia nguoi
Viét co.

Tt ngdn nglr dén van héa hay tir danh xwng dén biéu tirgng, cac ti nglt d6 phai tro
thanh cac word - symbols (tit - biéu tuwong). Nhitng tir - biéu twong nay khong phai mang
trong no tat ca y nghia ctia “mau géc” ctia mot nén van hda ma tiry theo su tri nhan ctia

mdi dan tdc ma chi mot s6 y nghia biéu teong ctia “mau géc” dugc hién thuwe hda o
cac tir - biéu twpng. Chinh diéu nay tao nén moét sy khéc biét vé cap do trong su chuyén
hoa ctia cdc “mau gdc” thanh cac bidu tuong ngdn ngit - van hda o cac dan toc khéc
nhau. Chang han nhu, ctt dong ctia dau ran lam cho nguoi ta lién hé dén co quan sinh
duc, c6 1 day 1a co s6 biéu trung cho sy man dé, cdc nghi 1& ciu thai. Hay loai ran c6
dac tinh 16t da, do vay no thuwong biéu trung cho su tai sinh, bat tk, du dé chi la quan
niém dan gian.

Ran, mgt biéu tuong xuyén vin héa
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Phuong Dong va phuong Tay déu xem ran 1a mot trong nhitng biéu tiong van héa gan
v6i nhidu ham nghia khac nhau. Trong d6, su “thiéng hda” loai ran gan véi niém tin
t6n gido 1a phd bién va c6 tinh vinh hing nhat. Ngudi An D6 ¢6 biéu tuong rin Naga,
gén v6iniém tin ctia An Do gido. Trong tiéng Phan, Naga c6 nghia 1a rin h6 mang 16n.
Ngudi An Do quan niém Naga 1a linh hon thién nhién va bao vé cac con sudi, giéng
nudc va cac con song. Chung mang theo mwra va c6 kha nang sinh san nhung d6i khi
cing gay nén 1ii lut. Trong y niém vé rdn Naga ddi véi ngudi An D9, chung 1 hién
than cho song ngoi, bién, cdc nguon nudc. Naga chi gay hai cho con ngwoi khi ching bi
nguoc dai. Ran Naga la hinh twong cuc ky phd bién trong van héa Khmer va Phat gido
Nam Téng & Viét Nam va Dong Nam A. Nhu cac biéu tuong kién tric khac, biéu
tong ran da héa thanh cdc mo tip rin, than lan, cd sdu, rong... c6 mat & cac yéu t& khéc
nhau ctia kién triac Pong Nam A. Trong “Chin Lap phong th'ki”, c6 doan viét rang:
“Hang dém qudc veeong déu cé dén ngu véi mot nang tién ran”. Nguoi Campuchia coi
ran Naga la vi than canh git noi vua chda ngu.

Trong Kinh Thanh, thoat ky thuy, ran 1a con vat mang y niém t&t lanh. Thé nhung, ran
la con vat tinh ranh nhat trong cac loai thtt ma Thuong D€ tao nén. Chinh né la nguyén
nhan lam cho cap vo chong dau tién la Adam (nguoi dan 6ng dau tién) va Eva (nguoi
dan ba dau tién) dang s6ng hanh phtc trén Vuon Thién Dang phai ném mui dau kho,
h& nguoi vi sie yéu dudi ctia ban than. Con ran tinh ranh ma Thuong D& tao nén da
cam dd Eva &n trai cay ¢ gitta Vueon Thién Dang, d€ r6i “mat ca hai dita da mo ra, va
chung biét la ching tran truéng. Ching da khau 14 va lam khé cho minh”. Khi biét con
ran da cam do6 Eva, Thuong D& da phan rang: “Boi nguoi da lam thé, thi nguwoi hay la
do6 chuc di, gitta moi thi vat, cung da tha hét thay! Ngwoi hay 1€ bung va an dat bui
moi ngay doi nguoi! Ta sé ddt han thu gitta nguoi va nguoi dan ba, gitta dong gidng
nguoi va dong giong né. Dong giong né sé dap dau nguoi, con nguoi sé tap lai got
chan” [Kn 3:14-15]. Tir day vé sau, ran bi coi la loai tht dit, ké thi1 ctia con ngudi. Con
rin & day tugng trung cho Satan, la b mat mot dich thu ctia Thién Chua va loai nguoi.
Da4u chi nay dwgc luu lai qua biéu tuong ton gido: twong Diic Me Ban On déu duoc vé,
tac, dap, ban chan tran ctia Nguoi dap 1én con ran dang 1é 1udi ¢ can lai Nguoi. Do
cling 1a Ii do vi sao trong vin héa phuwong Tay, chiing ta tim thay hinh twong con rin
lira dwoc mo ta nhwe mot loai ran cd canh hay mot con rong chuyén gay hai va can chét
nhiéu ngwoi; va hinh tuwong con ran dong duoc guong trén can co ctia Mosé 1a bidu
twgng cho su chita lanh vét thuong (tam hon va thé xac) cho loai nguoi. B6 ciing la
nguyén nhan tai sao ngay nay nganh y hoc 18y hinh anh con rin déng trén cdn co 1am
biéu twgng cho viéc chita bénh. Tt Kinh Thanh dén tam thttc van hda, nguwoi phuwong
Tay da c6 phuong cham song cho riéng minh: hay khon ngoan nhut con ran va hay hién
lanh nhut con chim b6 cau. Nghia l1a khéng phai d€ tré thanh “tinh ranh” nhw con ran
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trong Vuon Thién Dang, ma phai biét treon di, thoat than khoi nhitng am muu tham
ddc, nhitng tan cong xao quyét cia nhitng diéu xau, ké xau nhu con ran 6 tai tranh né
nguy hi€ém va ludn git cai dau cho khoi bi danh khi gap ké thi, nhung truedce hét,
ching ta hay sdng chan thuc, don so va hién lanh nhw chim b6 cau.

Biéu tuwong rdn trong tam thitc nguoi Vigt

Tuc tho ran 1a mot trong nhitng tin ngudng nguyeén thuy ctia nguoi Viét ¢6. Xuat phat
tr mdi tredong ty nhién gan véi diéu kién sdong nuedc, dam Tay, hinh tuong ran da duoc
dong hoéa véi nudc, thiy than va di vao tam thikc dan gian tir rat som. Trude tién, ran la
con vat co doi song dudi nude, dudi dam lay. Hon thé nira, rdn “1a than ctia nwée khoi
nguyén, nd la than cua tat ca cac loai nudce [Jean Chevalier, Ttr dién biéu tuwgng van hoa
thé gidi, tr.764]. Nguoi Viét thuong 1ap miéu, dén, dinh & gan ngudén nudc nhu: cac bén
song, ctra song, cac sudi, khe dé tho rdn nhu mot vi thuy than. Nguoi Viét khong chi
tho rdn véi tw cach la thuy than, ma con xem ran 1a vat t5. O mot goc do nao do, xu
huéng ton vinh, linh thiéng héa ran trong tiém thiic lich st van hda, ran duoc coi 1a to
ho, 1a gbc, 1a tién than cua rong - gidng noi ctia cha dng. Tir d6 rin rong, rong ran luon di
do6i thanh mot cap trong van héa Viét. Huyén thoai “Con rong chiu tién” chinh 1a huyén
thoai chim t6 va huyén thoai rdn bd d€ tré thanh me tién Au - bd rong Lac sinh ra boc
trimg, nd ra trdm con - cdi ngudn ctia ngwdi Viet ngay nay. Rong, rin 1 hai pham tru,
hai khai niém phan 4nh nhitng md&i quan hé tinh cam cta con nguoi trong gia dinh, xa
hoi. Chang han: “Véc rong thi dé phiin vua, bao nhiéu vdi rin thi lita cho dén”, “Lay chong thi
phdi theo chong, chong di hang rin hang rong ciing theo”, “Rong rin lén cdy, cé cdy niic ndc,
c6 nha hién vinh” .

Ran la biéu twong da nghia, da dién trong van héa Viét Nam. Trong né ludén dong hanh
ton tai cac mat do6i lap nhu nhitng thudc tinh ban thé tu nhién nhat. Jean Chevalier
cling cho rang: “ran vita la hién than cho tam hon ha dang, cho cai tim tam t&i”, véi
tinh dit dan, hung héan lai vira 1a hién than cho cai thién, cai dep véi nhiing biéu hién
nhan tinh, biét tra on, cé tinh cé nghia. Nhitng mat d&i lap ctia biéu twong ran duoc thé
hién rat rd trong cac truyén thuyét dan gian. Hinh tuwong con ran hung ton hodc ac tam,
chuyén 1am hai dan lanh, pha phach doi sdng ctia nhan dan trong Rin bdo odn, Ong Dai
ong Coc hay 1a sy tich thin song Ky Ciing, Rin cut dudi, Cdy da va cdy 19i. Chting ta cling
bat gép hinh tuwong con ran véi ban thé thién nhan tit, xa than cttu dan lanh, day tiét
nghia trong truyén thuyét trong Sw tich dim Myc, Ho Ha va con chim qudc, Ba Khé (Thiang
ngheo), Sw tich 16 hoi Buea Lira.

Trong kho tang thanh ngit, tuc ngt, ran thuong dwoc lién teong dén cai xau xa. Thanh
ngit vé ran trong tiéng Viét thuong mang ham y xdu: “Ngodn ngoéo nhuw rin bo”, “Thiang
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nhw rin bo”, “Lir div nhw hé dat”, “Len 16t nhw rin mung nam”, “Oai odi nh rin bit
nhdi”,... Bién thé ctia ran 1a “chan” thi cling chang mang ham y gi t6t dep. N6 thuong
dwoc lién teong dén mot thix luc gay hai, xdu xa. Nguwdi Viét thweong néi “Die nhwe chian”
hay “Dit nhw ba chin” &€ chi nhitng nguoi phu nit c6 tinh khi dit dan, khong dugc diu
dang trong cach ting xt. Nhiing ké hay bia d4t, ba hoa, chang dwoc tich su gi lai bi vi
von qua hinh anh “Vé rin thém chan”, “VE rong vé ran”; nhitng ngudi tam dia xau xa, gia
tao lai bi &m chi qua cac hinh anh “Hang hiim, miéng ran”, ”A’p rin trong long”, “Khiu
Phit tdm xa”, “Rin d6 noc cho lwon”,. .. Nhiing ké phan bdi, vo liém si, quén mat cdi
ngudn bi ngudi Viét coi 1a ké “Cong rin can ga nha”, phan boi dan tinh, giét hai dong
bao, dong chi.

Nhitng ngudi hung 4c, hiém doc nhue ran rét thi nén tranh xa, khong thé cting chung
song nhu mot quy luat diéu hién: “Rén rét bo vao, céc nhdi bo ra”. D3i pho véi cai xau
gidng nhu cach d6i pho véi ran di. “Ddnh rin dinh bing ddu”, nhitng ngurdi bidt st
dung don chi mang d8i v6i ké hung ac nhu ta ddnh ran phai danh dung chd, trang

huyét d€ khoi bi bao thit. Nguoi xau thuong duoc che day bang nhitng manh khée tinh
vi nhu con ran tinh ranh biét che cai dau ctia minh vay. Vi chi khi “Ran mét dau” thi co
thé ctia né moi khong hoat dong dwgc nira, ch:fmg khac nao twdng lanh ra tran bi
thwong, binh si hoang loan khong ai chi huy. Séng & doi diing c6 nudi dudng ké xau,
boi “Rén déin nha khong danh thanh quen”, ¢ ngay “Réin dd'noc cho lwon”, d6 16i, gan ghép
trach nhiém cho nguoi khac. D6 cling 1a diéu nguoi xwra mudn day hau thé: minh lam
sai thi nhan, chd nén theo kiéu rin ddé'noc cho lwon, nhw nhitng ké v6 lwong tam, loc Itra.

Nguoi xua ting néi “sdng giri, thac ve”, “rin 16t da, ngueoi 19t xdc”, ddi nguodi khong ai

vinh vién, sdng lam sao ¢4 ma dé lai tiéng thom ngan doi cho hau thé.

Nghi vé biéu tuwong ran trong tam thitc van héa nhan loai, chting ta cang thay rd déc
trung van hoa, 16i tw duy cua mdi dan tdc, mdi tdc nguoi khac nhau trén dia cau. Trong
tam thikc Viét, ran vira 1a biéu tuong van hoa hién than cta cai xau, diéu dit, vira an
chtta trong nod su bao dung, cai nhan tinh nhan tinh. Con rdn, mot con vat thap hen,
duoc nguoi Viét goi 1a “6ng”, 1a “ba” trong “Rén 6ng ran ba”, “Ong Dai 6ng Coc”; 1a
“ngai” trong “ngai ran”, 1a “than” trong “than xa”, 1a “vuong” (vua) trong “mang xa
vwong”. Phai chang d6 ciing la 16i tw duy “nudc d6i” day tinh nhan van va khoan
dung cta nguoi Viét truyén théng ty ngan xua.
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Nam ran noi chuyén ran

Trong muoi con gidp thi chi 6 hai cdp "ho hang" dugc x€p lién véi nhau 1a Dén -
Maio va Thin - Ty. Nhung trong hai cap d6 thi lai chi c6 cap Thin - Ty la dwgc ngon
ngit giao tiép hang ngay nhac dén luon: Rong ran.

Rong ran - t& hop dé trong tlr thuan Viét chi mang hai nghia: chi mot ddm nguoi kéo di
16n x6n hodc chi nhiing kién trac hoi hoa cau ky.

Ciing mot nghia den "rong ran" nhung t6 hop "long xa" trong ttt Han Viét lai mang rat
nhiéu nghia béng khac nhau: - nhan tai phi thuong - chi chung cac loai thu dit. Khi dua
vao két cdu tiéu ddi nhu "long dau xa vi' (dau rong dudi ran) thi y nghia con sau sac
hon nhiéu.

Nam rong qua roi dén nam ran. Chi néi riéng chuyén ran thoi ciing da nhiéu. Trong vian
hoc, hinh trong ran thuong duoc dung dé chi nhitng thé luc ddc ac, nguy hiém: hang
htim miéng ran, ran khon dau dau... vi thé nguodi ta thwong nhac nhau "danh ran phai

danh dap dau'". Ran con duoc dung dé chi nhitng thé liec ngoai xam khi c6 ké "cdng ran

can ga nha". That 1a chi nho mot tir 7dn ma thanh ngtt d6 nhu mot mi tén tring hai
dich: vira 1én 4n bon cudp nudc, vira nguyeén rua bon ban nudc.

Mtic &6 doc hai ctia ran c6 thé dugc giam bét khi ta néi "ran d6 noc cho lwon" dé chi
trich nhitng ké lan tranh trach nhiém, trat khuyét diém cho nguoi khéc.
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Tt xa xta, hinh tuwong ran da géan lién véi cac truyén 6 tich, truyén thuyét va dién cd
phuong ddng: Thach Sanh chém xa tinh. Ran gia ran 16t, nguoi gia nguwoi chui tudt vao
sang. Vién ngoc ran, truyén thuyét Liu Bang chém ran khéi nghia 1ap nén nha Han, roi

hinh teong Truong Phi véi ngon xa mau - tht binh khi ¢6 mii nhon, dai va uén cong
nhw con ran, roi thé tran "treong xa quyén dja" (ran dai cudn dat) cia Khong Minh, da

hap dan bao nhiéu thé hé.

Mot cau chuyén hoang duwong ndi vé viéc "ran bao oan", dan dén cai hoa tru di tam tdc
cua Nguyen Trai duwgc nhiéu nguoi biét dén, han la do bon thong tri hoi dé dung 1én dé
hong che ddy phan nao cho t6i ac ghé tom ctia ching ma thoi.

Rén cfing con 1a mdt hinh twong dwoc nhac dén kha nhiéu trong thuyét duy tam. Khong
biét do dau ma c6 cau: "Khi di ggp ran thi may..." Kinh Thi, tdp phong dao ¢ dai cta
Trung Qudc cling ¢é cau: "duy huy duy xa, ni t chi twong” nghia la mdng thay cac loai
ran thi tng vao diém... sinh con gai.

Xua kia nguoi ta x&p ran (tdt nhién phai 1a loai mang xa) manh vao hang thi ba, hon
voi, chi thua dai bang va ca kinh: "nhat diéu, nhi ngu, tam xa, t& twong". Ran dang so
dén ndi, sach truyén lai, c6 ngudi dén nha ban choi, cdAm chén ruou 1én dinh udng, thay
béng cay cung treo tran véch in vao chén, tedng la trong chén c6 ran, khéng dam udng
nira!

Rin 1a mdt loai bo sat khong chan, diéu d6 ai cling biét, vdy ma ¢ cau bé hoc mai
khong thudc, da phai ngat ra ma gao 1én hai doan cau: "ran la mot loai bo, ran 1a mot
loai bo, st khong chan, sat khong chan''(!) Ran khong c¢6 chan ma da nguy hiém nhu

thé thi nhitng ké "vé ran thém chan" con déng so biét bao!

Thuyc ra thi thanh ngit vé ran thém chan (hoa xa thiém ttic) von khong mang y nghia vu
khong, bia ddt nhu ngay nay. Theo "Chién Qudc Sach" cia Luu Hudng doi Han soan ra
thi xudt x ctia thanh ngr d6 nhu sau: Mot vién quan nudc So té€ than xong, ha chén
rieou t& xudng néi véi nhitng ngudi cling du rang, hé ai vé dregc xong con ran trong
mot hoi trong thi thudng rugu cho. Cé nguoi vé xong, thdy khong ai kip minh, ben
khoe: "To6i con vé duoc ca chan nita". Nhung y vé chuira xong bdn céi... chan ran thi
ngudi bén canh vé xong ran, lién quat: "vé ran cé chan thi khong phai 1a ran!". Roi giat
chén ruou udng mat. Ttr d6 vé sau "hoa xa thiém tuc", duwoc dung dé chi nhitng viéc
thém thit vung dai.
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Vay la trong van hoc, hinh twong ran khong phai bao gio cling doc ac, va xau xa, c6 khi

né con lanh manh, dep va dang thuwong nita: "rong ran lén may, c6 cay ntc nac'... (dong

dao) len 1ét nhur ran mung nam (thanh ngit tiéng Viét). Hodc khi ta néi: "Mat chu tuéng,
nghia quan nhw ran mat dau' thi rd rang "ran" & day 1a mot luc legng chinh nghia.

Cé 1 nho duoc ghép véi "rong” ma "ran" nhiéu khi thay do6i ban chét chang;:

"LAy chong thi phdi theo chong
Chong di dwong rin duwong rong ciing theo" (ca dao)

Trong quan niém xwa, ho hang nha ran rat déng, dén ca than lan ciing con dwoc coi la
mot loai rin, d6 cting 1a mét thuan 1oi cho 161 tho han chi rat odi oam dwong thoi.
Chuyén ké rang Lé Quy Dén hoi nho c6 Tan pham 16i, bi b8 phat bang cach bat phai lam
mot bai tho ma trong mdi cau déu phai cé tén mot loai ran trong d6 (it nhién phai la
loai tho that ngdn bat cti véi dt niém luat khat khe). Hinh phat qua la khac nghiét d6i
voi mot cau bé, vay ma cau da vueot qua dwgc mot cach dé dang:

"Ching phdi liu diu vin giong nha
Rén ddu biéng hoc I¢ khong tha
Then dén hé' liva dau long me
Nay thét mai gdm rit c6 cha
Rdo mép chi quen tudng léu lio
Lan lung cam chiu vét nidm ba
Tie nay Trdu, Lo xin siéng hoc
Kéo h6'mang danh tiéng théqia".
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Dt cac loai rdn ddc, ran lanh, ran to, rin nho trong d6 ma bai tho van rat di dom, lai thé

hién dwogc khi phach ngang tang. Vay méi biét cau cham ngdn Da-ghét-Xtan: "Trong tay

nguodi hidu biét thi noc ran cling tré thanh cé ich, trong tay ké ngu dét thi mat ong ciing
tro thanh tai va" that la chi ly.

Nam ran néi chuyén ran d€ cdm nhan nhing gia tri van chwong réi ngam su doi, cling
la mot diéu bo ich va tha vi nhu la... uéng ly reou ran vay.
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Rong ran 1én may
Nudc ta nhiéu nti rirng, song lach. Lim thudng luéng, ran rét. Ran bo vao dién tho,
chui vao sich vg, nap trong quan an.

Tré con moi tap tenh cap sach dén truong da phai rung minh lam quen véi ho hang nha
ran:

Chang phai liu diu, van giong nha,
Réin dau biéng hoc 1€ khong tha.
Then den, hé'lira, dau long me,
Nay thét, mai gim, rat cO cha,
Rdo mép chi quen 10i 1&u lao,
Lan lung chang khéi vét ndm ba.
Tt nay Chau, LJ, xin sieng hoc,
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Kéo hé'mang danh tiéng thé gia.
(Rin ddu biéng hoc, Quoc vin gido khoa thir)

Rén ddu biéng hoc, c6 ban chép 1a Trdch minh biéng hoc, tuc truyén la ctia Lé Quy Don. Bai
tho ghép duwoc nhiéu tén ran nhu vay thi ngoai than dong Lé Quy Don ra ai ma lam
duoc, phai vay khong thuwa cac cu? Lang Nhan (Giai thoai lang Nho), Bui Hanh Can (Lé
Quy Dén), Ta Quang Phét (Vin dai logi ngi¥) va nhiéu hoc gia khac ké rang:

Nam Ién tam, mdt hom Lé Quy Don bi bd mang 1a &6 rin ddu rin cd (hay rin diu biéng
hoc), ben xuat khau “phun” ra bai tho!

Réng hay thi that 1a hay, nhung nghe khong 6n, hdm nay xin ban! Ban
vé Rin va Rin. Ran ludn lach va ran ciing do.

Ran (con ran) thi ca nwdc ta ai cting biét. Tat ca cac tu dién tiéng Viét tir xwa dén nay
déu c6 ttr Ran nay. Khoi can ban thém.

Rén (ctng) méi... c6 van de.

Ttr dién Alexandre de Rhodes (1651) c6 tir Rin (cting). C6 ca Rin gan va Ran may rin
mit.

Dai Nam quéc @m tw vi (1895) cia Huynh Tinh Cua khong ¢6 Réin (cting). Chi
c6 Citng (cing long, ciing co, ciing dau).

Tw dién Génibrel (1898) c6 Rin (raide), Rin mat (tétu) va Rdn gan, rin da (audacieux).

Vigt Nam tw dién (1931) ctia hoi Khai Tri Tién Dtec khong ¢ Rin (ceng) nhung lai
6 Diin (ctmg, trai véi nat). Nguwoc lai, Citng nghia 1a Din (khong bé duoc, trai voi
mém).

Tim trong tat ca cac tw dién xwa khdng dau cd ran diu va ran diu ran c6.

Thuc t& thi nguodi mién Bac thuwong mang con 1a &6 Citng diu citng c6'hay Rin may rin
mét. Ngudi dang ngoai khdng néi rin dau hay rin diu rin c6. Khuyén con chim hoc chix
khong khuyén siéng hoc. Poc truyén Bong Chu liét qudc, kinh phuc cu
Phan Chu Trinh. Chdu, LS hoi xa la véi ho.

Lé Quy Don sinh ndm 1726 tai Dién Ha (Thai Binh). Mwoi bon tudi mdéi roi qué, theo
cha lén kinh d6 Thang Long... Rin diu biéng hoc va Chdu, L xin siéng hoc, chac chan

127



khong phai la khau khi ciia cau bé Lé Quy Don.
B& Lé Quy Poén mang con rin diu rin c6’ (Lang Nhan, Bui Hanh Can) 1a... mang bay!

Ran ctia Quaoc vin gido khoa thi bo lung tung nhw vay nhung van con ki luat hon ran cta
nha Nho rat nhiéu.

Séch Cong dur tigp ky ctia Vii Phuong Dé (th€ ki 18) c6 truyén Quan Phuc Hiu Nguyén
Trai:

“Qudc triéu Quan Phuc hau Uc Trai tién sinh nguoi xa Nhi Khé, huyén Thuong Phuc.
Trong khi Thai T6 Cao Hoang D€ binh dinh thién ha, cac hiéu 1énh van thu déu do tay
ong thao ca. Trong bai Binh Ngé dai cdo ctia 6ng c6 cau rang:

Toai linh Tuyén Dirc chi gido dong, doc binh v6 yém.
Nghia la: Dén ndi dira tré con gido quyét nhuw Tuyén Ditc nham vo khong chan.

Ong lam cau 4y, 1a vi dng oan ghét ngudi Minh nhiéu hai nwedc ta, nén xi va thang dén

vua ctia ho. Nguoi Trung Qudc xem bai Binh Ngb dai cdo phé rang: “Ngudi nao lam bai

nay, con chau sé khong dwoc toan ven”. Vé sau vi viéc Thi Lo dng bi giét chét. Nguoi ta
cho 10i phé ctia ngwoi Trung Qudc la linh nghiém.

Ong 14y Nguyén Thi Lo 1am vo 1&. Tuc truyén Thi Lo 1a yéu tinh rin héa thanh (...). Sau
ong vi nang ma bi ti”(1).

Vii Phuong Dé 1a nguoi dau tién dem “sdm” Tau va “yéu tinh ran” vao théu dét cai chét
ctia Nguyén Trai. Vii Phuong Dé da mé duong cho phong trao viét... “1an 1on thuc hu”.
Cai chét bi dat cua Nguyén Trai, mot su kién lich st c6 that, bit dau dwoc td vé, thém
bét.

Dau thé ki 19, Pham Dinh H6, Nguyén An soan sch Tang thirong ngau luc, chép
truyén Ong Lé Trai. Thuc thuc hie hee. Tran Nguyén Han va Nguyén Trai dwoc than bao
mong, duoc Tién Dung mach bao vao Lam Son pho Lé Loi...

Trudc khi hién dat, Nguyén Trai mo truong day hoc 0 lang Nhi Khé. Mot hom 6ng sai
hoc tro don sach moét cai go d€ dung nha hoc. Dém hom ay ong nam mong thdy mot
nguoi dan ba dén xin dng cho ngting chat pha, 1am co trong 3 ngay dé me con ba kip
doi di noi khac. Tinh day, 6ng ra tham thi thay hoc tro da lam cé xong céi go. Chiung

khoe cé danh cut dudi mot con ran va bat dugc hai qua tring.
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“Ong cam hai qua triing vé nudi gitt. Dém hém &y giong den doc sach, dng thady mot
con ran trang leo trén xa nha, ro giot mau xudng sach, wét chi “dai” (1a doi), vét mau
tham xudng ba to gidy. Ong ty hiéu ma rang:

- N6 sé bdo 0an ta dén ba doi sau.

Triing ran nd ra duoc hai con, mot dai mot ngan, 6ng sai dem tha xuéng séng To Lich &
lang bén, nay nhitng ran dy lam than song.

Khi 6ng hién dat, thuong mdi ngay & triéu dinh vé, qua phd hang Chiéu, gép mot ngudi
con gai nhan sac rat dep. Hai bén dung tho duia cot, rdi dng yéu mén, 13y vé lam thiép.
Trong nam Thiéu Binh, nguoi dy thuong di lai vao trong cung cam, vua Thai Tong cho
lam chitc Nt hoc si. Dén khi vua bang ha, Triéu dinh dem nang ra tra héi. Nang ndi la
do 6ng xti. Vi thé nén dng phai toi. Khi bj hanh hinh ngudi con gai &y hda lam con rin,

bo xudéng mdt nudec mat.

Ong c6 mot nguoi thiép chay trén xudng ving Son Nam, an & nha ngudi, roi sinh ra

duwoc mot nguoi con trai la Anh Vo (...). Nhon 1én, Anh V6 lam quan 6 Pai sanh, roi

phung ménh di st Tau. Khi qua h6 Dong Dinh, thdy trén mat nwdc xuat hién mot con

ran, 16i séng gié ndi 1én dir ddi, dng khan xin cho di xong viéc nuwdc, séng gié méi im.

Sau khi di chau vua Tau vé, dén ho Bong Dinh, thuyén bi tip sdp ma chét dudi, duoc
truy tang Thai Su Sung Qudc Cong”(2).

Truyén Ong Lé Trdi cia Pham Pinh H8, Nguyén An dugc dan dung cong phu, c6 nhiéu
tinh tiét hdp dan. Truyén duoc nhiéu tac gia doi sau, trong d6 c6 ca ngudi Phap, tiép tuc
thém mam thém mudi, “xao xdo” lai.

Nam 1886, Landes ké truyén Ong Nguyén Trai (Nguyén Trai duoc Tay goi la Nguyén
Trai). Xin tam dich:

“Nguyeén Trai 1a 6ng t6' thit nhdt ciia Gia Long. Ong lam quan kiém 1am thoi Lé. Mot hom
ong dan linh vao rimg d6n cay, gap mot td ran, dén dém nam mong thay mot ngudi
danba(...).

Sau khi bon linh giét con ran céi, trén duong vé dng gdp mot cd bé rat xinh dang ding
khéc. C6 bé Itic nay da bi hén con ran cai yéu tinh kia nhap vao. Nguyén Trai dong long
mang cd bé vé nudi. Lon 1én ¢6 dugc tuyén vao cung vua.

C6 Tan Hoang thai hau bi dau mat, khong lang y nao chira ndi. Co gai xin chita. Cd chi
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liém nhe vao mi mat, Hoang thai hau ben khoi.

Mot hom nha vua bi dau luwdi, cho voi c6 gai vao chita. C6 gai xin nha vua le lu6i cho ¢
xem. Vua le ludi. Co gai bong nhe rang can ludi vua. Vua chét tiee khac. Dinh than ra
lénh giét co gai. Nguyen Trai va ngwoi linh hau ctia 6ng bi xt toi phai chon song.

Vo nguoi linh biét tin, 1én duong di tham chong. Nhung, ltic ba dén duoc ctra nguc thi
chong da bi hanh quyét.

Nguyén Trai néi véi vo ngudi linh: “Chdng nang chét vi ta. Ta bi oan, cling sé chét.
Chuyén da r6i! Nang hay chia tay ra d€ ta lwu dau tich lai cho hdu thé”. Nguoi dan ba
chia tay ra, Nguyén Trai lién nhd nuwede bot vao 1ong ban tay.

Tro vé nha, nguoi dan ba mang thai. Ba sinh duwoc mot dra con trai ndi doi dong ho
Nguyén Trai”.

Landes cht thich: C6 nguoi ké rang Nguyén Trai tit chdi nhitng 10i du dd ctia con yéu
tinh nhap vao c6 bé. Tham chi 6ng con danh cd bé. Con yéu tinh tra thu bang cdch nhap
vao con gdi ctia dng. Lén 1én, con gai cua Nguyén Trai dwgc tuyén vao cung vua, trd
thanh hoang hau. Vé sau, hoang hau pham tdi giét vua. Dong ho Nguyén Trai bi giét
hét. Liic sap chét Nguyén Trai duoc vo mot nguoi linh xin duoc tiép tuc luu truyén
dong doi caa 6ng”(3).

Nam 1898, Nordemann ké Sy tich 6ng Nguyén Trai bang chit qudc ngtr. Nordemann
cting ndi tén Trai bi trai thanh Trai!

“Poi vua Théi T, nha Hau Lé, 6 lang Nhi Khé, huyén Thuong Phuc, tinh Ha Noi, ¢6
mot nguodi tén 1a Nguyen Trai (tuc goi la Nguyén Trai)... Nguyén Trai nam mong thay
mot ngroi dan ba xin cttu cho “muwdi ba me con t6i”. Sau do, nguoi nha don vieon chém
con ran chtta muoi hai trieng v.v.

Truyén ctia Nordemann dai khai cling giéng truyén cua Landes. Nhung Nordemann
dua ra mot chi tiét can duoc kiém ching: “Nghe ¢6 nguoi néi rang 6ng Nquyén Hitu
Dg, 1am kinh luoc Bic Ky, twdc l1a Vinh Lai Quan Cong, mdi mat nam Dong Khanh thw
ba, ciing la dong doi ong (Nguyén Trai) dy” (4).

Nam 1908, Dumoutier lai duwa thém vai diéu méi vao truyén Vua Lé Lgi va con rian ho
D¢ng Dinh. Xin dich tém tat:

“Ong Phi Khanh don vuon stra soan dat lam nha. Ong nam mong thdy mot nguoi dan
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ba xin 6ng tha chét cho ba me con v.v. Phi Khanh doc sach, bi con ran trén xa ngang nho
mot giot mau xudng sach, tham wét 3 to gidy ...

Con trai Nguyén Trai tén 1a Nguyen Dam dwoc vua Lé Thanh Ton ctt di stt sang Tau.
Thuyén dang di trong ho Dong Dinh thi mot con ran rat 16n ndi 1én vung vay gay séng
gi6. Nguyen Dam xin duoc di binh yén, ltc trd vé sé ndp minh.

Di st xong, ltic trd vé Nguyen Dam lai gap ran. Ong viét 2 birc thu giri vua Tau va vua
ta d€ giai bay hoan canh, réi nhay xudng sdng. Con ran can 6ng, 16i xudng day hé. Vua
Tau duoc tin, bén sai phu thuy diing buia bt con ran. M8 bung moi xac Nguyen Dam,
dem chén cat. Than rin bi chit 1am 3 doan, vt xuong ho. Trong h6 ben ndi 1én 3 hon
dao. Vua Tau phong Nguyen Dam lam than hé Dong Dinh” (5).

Dumoutier moi B8 cia Nguyén Trai nhap cudc. Nguyen Dam (khdng biét tén Viét 1a gi)
c6 lién hé gi voi Anh Vo (hay Anh Vi) khong?

Ba t4c gia Phép dua ra nhiéu tén méi la, khong hiéu nham muc dich gi?
Tai sao Nguyén Trai bi doi thanh Nguyén Trai?
Truong hop ddu nga doi thanh ddu nang chung ta con thdy trong mot van ban khac.
Dia danh Vy Di, Téng Di Lé, xa Da Lé thuwong, Dd Lé ha cua thoi Lé Quy Pon(6) da tro

thanh thon V§ Dg, lang Da Lé khong biét ttr ltic nao.

R&t c6 thé may ong Tay da duoc mdy ong thong ngdn tro tre ch qudc ngir “ga” cho
chang?

Truyén Ong Lé Trdi clia Pham DPinh HS, Nguyén An dwoc Phan K& Binh d6i tén
thanh Nguyén Trdi, dwa vao sdch Nam Hdi di nhin.

Phan K€ Binh cho biét “vua Thai Ton nhan di choi qua tinh Bac, vao choi trai Tiéu vién,
Nguyén Trai di vang, c6 nang hau la Thi Lo, 6 nha pha che hau vua, chiéu hom ay vua

mat...(7).

Ngo Si Lién chép 1a vua vé dén L¢ chi vién (vuon Vai). Phan K€ Binh chép la trai Tiéu
vién (vueon Chudi). Bao gio thi dén luot veeon Cha La, vueon Sa B6 Ché?

Nguyén Ddng Chi ddi han tén truyén thanh Rin bdo odn. Ong ngo réng Rin bdo odn ctia
ta chiu anh huong truyén Phwrong Chinh Hoc va truyén Ngé Trdn ctia Tau.
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“(Rén bdo odn) la cau chuyén do tang 16p Nho si gan giii giai cAp thdng tri bia dat ra
nham huyeén thoai héa tdn tham kich ctia nguoi anh hting Nguyén Trai, xéa mo su that
vé tan tham kich dy, hong go ti cho nhitng ké da gay ra cai chét oan khdc ctia 6ng va ca
ho 6ng”(8).

Thwa cu Nguyén Trai, vang thau ldn [on ctia thoi xwra chua phién bang “vang ta pha vang
tay” cua doi sau dau a! Cu sdng khon thac thiéng, xin cy... xi x6a cho!

Thud bé t6i thich nghe chuyén than thanh, ma quy. Cho dén ngay bi thay mang Néi cd
sdach, mdch co chirng, bi cu Manh bt gam cuc xwong Tan tin thw bat nhw v6 thir méi tinh
nguoi. Tt d6 hét thich truyén “vé van”.

Dan ta c6 truyén thong kinh trong cac vi anh hung dan tdc. Than thanh, ma quy chi
nén kinh nhi vién chi, xin cac st gia dirng nhap nhang dwa vao st.

Ve rin thém chin nén giao cho nghé nhan dan gian, nhitng ngwdi nhw Thach Sanh.
Thach Sanh mo c6i cha me, két nghia véi Ly Thong. Trong vung c6 con yéu tinh:

NG la rin I6n hién hinh,
Nho hoi nhat nguyét thanh tinh hai ngueoi

Nha vua treo giai thuong tim nguoi giét con Xa tinh. Thach Sanh véc baa di giét duoc
Xa tinh. Nhung bi Ly Thong lap muu cudp cong. Mot hom, cong chtia bi Mang Xa
Virong “tam dau ctru vi (ba dau chin duoi) ai nao chang ghé” hoéa thanh Dai Bang bat
mang vé hang. Thach Sanh giét Mang Xa virong, ctru duwoc cong chiia. Nhung lai bi Ly
Thong cudp cong, 1ap ctra nhot dudi hang (...). Thach Sanh con gap nhiéu 1an dén. Con
phai giét Tran Tinh, danh ho tinh.

Cudi cung, Ly Thong ciing bi tring tri. Thach Sanh dep duoc gidc, duoc vua ga cong
chta, truyén ngoi.

Xa ctia Tau 1a ridn ctia ta. Mang 1a con trin, mot giong ran 1én. Trin tinh khong biét c6 ho
hang gi v6i Chan tinh khong? Chan cling 1a yéu quai (Huynh Tinh Cua).

Bén canh may con ran c6 chan lam tro mua vui, v thudng vo phat, ta con c6 mdy con
ran giup cac ong dong ba cdt, phap su phu thuy kiém ra tién.

“Phu thiin Bach Xa thi diing mot con rin bang rom réi phti phép vao con ran dé con ran
bo quanh nha diét ta ma. Con rin thueong bo dugc la nho trong rudt c6 b phan ctt dong
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bang mdy, nhung nhitng ngudi qua tin cho 1a thay phti thay cao tay c6 phép la”(9).

“Tai cac dién tho chu vi, nhat la dién tho cac 6ng Hoang, ba Chua Thuong Ngan, ta
thuong thdy ¢ hai bén hang sa keo ¢6 cdp ran trang rat 16n mao do, ma cac dé t goi
la ngiea ngai, tiec 1a cap ran la cdp ngurra d€ ngai cudi.

Cac dé tir con huwong thwong thuat lai tai cac dén tho 6ng Hoang ba Chua ¢ duong
ring, hay ¢ nhiing cdp ran cé mao thit bo ra quén 18y keo 18y cdt & trong dén, khac han
véi cac dén, dién mién xudi, cdp ran chila d6 ma”.

“Néi vé ran, phai ké t6i loai ran bién, tiec 1a con dén cling dwgce dan ta & ven mién duyén
hai kinh s¢ ton tho va goi bang Ong (...).

Ciing la dén, phai k& dén ba Lach ttec 12 ba Chang lach va ba Mgc, dwgc goi 1a Mdc truy
thian xa” (10).

“Pén la loai ran bién c6 nhiéu sic, né can nham ai thi bat ngt mé ma chét. Bén cuwom 1a
dén c6 hoa lim dam, chinh la dén d6c hon.

Thanh ngitt Xong khéi dén nghia 1a d8t dén kho 1am cho chti nha mac khéi né ma nga
mé, ay la nghé ké trom”. (Huynh Tinh Cua).

C6 am thi phai cé duong. Co ba thi phai c6 6ng.

“C4u truc khong gian trong cac dién tho Mau, vi tri chu vi than thanh dwoc bai tri sép
x€p theo ba tang: tang trén khong, tang ngang trén ban, bé tho va tang trét. Day la mot
diéu rat riéng vi khong cé ton gido tin nguedng nao bai tri nhw vay. O tang khong la su
hién dién ctia doi ming xa (con goi la Ong Lot) twong trung cho quan 16n Tuin Tranh. Mot
con mau trang, mot con mau sam quan trén xa ngang phia trai, bén trén ban tho” (11).
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Quan I6n tudn Tranh la ai?

“O huyén Vinh Lai (Hai
Duong), vé doi Tran cé
hai vo chong ngheo,
khong con céi. Mot hom
nguoi chong lam vuon
bat dugc hai qua tring.
Tring no ra hai con ran.
Nguoi vo mudn giét.
Nguoi chong bao dé
nudi. Rin mét ngay mot
16n. Vo chong phai dem
ném xudng song. Nudc
song bong xoay lai thanh
virc.

Mot hom ¢ nang cong
chtia qua song, bi nudc
xoay khong di duoc.
Nguwoi vo ném com
xudng song, khan véi.
Song lang séng ngay.
Dan s¢ tai lap miéu
tho thin Thubng
Ludng ctia song.

bén doi Tran Minh Tén, c6 vo quan phtu Ninh Giang Trinh Thuwong Quéan 1a Duong Thi
bi mat tich. Thuong Quan phai nho Bach Long Hau dat xudng Thiy Cung tim vo.

Vo chong gap lai nhau. Duong Thi ké cho chong nghe chuyén bi hoang tt thtt nam cua
Thuy Than Long Vuong bat vé lam vg. Thuong Quan dem chuyén khiéu nai véi Thuy
Than.

Thuay than xtt cho vo chdng Trinh Thuwong Quan duoc doan tu. Phat hoang t thit nam,
day ra song Tranh cho dwoc déi cong chudc toi.

Thay than vira tuyén an xong thi trén tran gian miéu thin Thudéng Luong bi 40 nat.
Nguoi ta thdy mot con ran dai hon muoi treong, vay bi€c mao do noi trén mat nuwdce di
vé phia séng Tranh, hon trdm ran nho theo sau.
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Hoang tir tht ndm hién linh tai song Tranh. Dan gian 1ap dén tho, goi la dén tho Quan
I6n tuin Tranh. Hang nam mo hoi. Céc ba cac cd 1én dong, hau bong rat dong” (12).

Ong Lot 1a... cai gi?

Lot nghia rong la vi than doi 16t ran thuong goi la éng Lét. Nghia bong 1a muon béng
muon tiéng di doa nat Itra dao. Thi du: d¢i 16t su di khuyén gido. (Tir dién Khai Tri Tién
Durc).

Lot 1a con ran huyén thoai, mot loai ran nwdc ma nguoi ta thuong mo ta la c6 3 cai dau
nguoi va 9 tam vay o cudi dudi. N6 dung dé cho thuy than cudi, theo dao dong cot
(Nordemann).

Ong L6t 1a “ngua” ctia 6ng Hoang ba, hoang tt thtt ndm, quan 16n tuan Tranh. LSt sdng
dudéi Thuy phu. Lt cing c6 ba diu chin dudi, giong Mang Xa Vuong ctia truyén Thach
Sanh.

Nhin sang vieon nha hang x6m ciing thdy ran. Ran that!

Liéu Ton Nguyeén ké truyén nguoi bit rin:

“0 Vinh Chau cd giong ran la, than den, vin tréng cham vao cay co, thi cay co chét, cdn
phai nguoi, thi khéng thudc gi chita néi. Song ma bat duoc gidng ran dy dung lam
thudc d€ chita nhitng bénh nhu bénh triing phong, bénh co quap chan tay, lai sat dwoc

ca trung.

Cho nén nha vua c6 1é bat dan gian moi ndm phai hién hai con ran ay d€ danh. Ai bat
duoc ran thi duoc trix thué rudng.

Nguoi chau Vinh tranh nhau ma lam nghé bat ran. Cé nha ho Tuong ciing lam ngheé &y
da duoc ba doi. Héi ra thi nha ho Twong noi:

- Ong t0i chét vé nghé bat ran, cha t6i cling chét vé nghé bat ran. T6i n6i nghé 6ng cha
toi méi c6 muoi hai ndm, cling da may lan suyt chét.

Nguoi ay ndi, vé mat rat budn rau.
Ta thuong va hoi rang;:
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- Nha nguoi 6 that cho nghé bat ran 1a khd khong? Ta sé& néi véi quan trén cho nha
nguoi bo nghé 4y ma ct ndp thu€ rudng nhu thuong. Nha nguoi tinh thé nao?

Nguoi ho Twong vira khoc, vira noi:

- Ong thuong t6i, mudn cho tdi s6ng, thi 6ng dé cho toi 1am nghé bat ran con hon. Néu
t61 khong lam nghé nay thi t6i khon kho da 1au r6i. Nha toi ba doi 6 lang ké da hon sau
muoi ndm, cach sinh nhai trong lang mdi ngay mot quan bach. Nguwoi lang phai rat hét
ca lgi hoa mau, vét hét ca cua cai trong nha dé€ ma ndp thué€ hét, tham chi bo lang, bo
x6m, doi khat, troi giat, chét duong, chét cho ké bao nhiéu nguroi. Nhitng nguoi vao
chac tudi 6ng td6i mwoi nha khong con mét. Nhitng nguoi vao chac tudi cha t6i, mwoi
nha con d¢ hai, ba. Nhitng nguoi vao chac tudi t6i muwoi nha con d¢ bén, nam. Khong
chét chéc thi lwu lac ca... T6i nho nghé bat ran ma con dén bay gio. Nhitng quan lai tan
ac vé lam thu€ lang t6i, xtc hét dau lang, cudi xom vo vét dén ca con ga, con cho, dan
gian phai hai hung kinh sg. Nhitng lic dy, vé phan tdi, t6i duoc yén lang, trong trong
gié con ran van con la tdi dwoc &n no, ngt yén. Toi lam ngheé bat ran mot nam so chét
chi c6 hai Ian, ngoai ra 1a vui vé, khong phai lo thué ma, khong dén ndi nhuw nguoi lang
xom toi hét ngay nay, sang thang khac khon kho vé quan lai tan 4c. Gid t6i c6 chét vé
nghé bat ran, vi véi ngudi lang x6m tdi cling da la cham, dau dam cho 1a ran doc ma xin
thoi.
Ta nghe cau chuyén, lai cang thuwong lam. Xua Dttc Khong néi: “Chinh sach ha khac ddc
hon hd dit” ta van ngo, bay gid xem chuyén ho Twong mdi cho 1a that. Than 6i! cai doc
quan lai tan 4c lam thué & dan gian dit hon con ran doc, cho nén néi ra day dé nguoi

xem xét phong tuc thau duoc tinh canh dau kho cua dan!”(13).

Kinh Thi c6 cau: “Duy huty duy xa nit tit chi twong; duy hting duy bi nam tt chi tuong”.
(Mdng thay ran la diém sinh con géi, mdng thay gau la diém sinh con trai).

Cé tin don la ba ngoai Khong Tt mot hom nam mong thay ran. Me Khong T nam
mong thdy mot con gdu to tudng.

Ta bat chudc Tau, cling nam mong thay ran, thay gau:
Diém lanh hung huy hién thin
Ké'di ba doi sinh dwoc phu nhin
(Thién Nam ngir luc)(14).

No6i chung, loai nguoi khong thich ran. Tham chi sg ran.
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So tir ngay ba Eva bi Ran du dd an trdi cAm. Ba moi 6ng Adam cuing dn. Thuong dé hay
tin ben noi gian, dudi 6ng ba ra khoi veon Dia Dang. Phat 6ng ba va con chau doi sau
phai séng... nhw ching ta bay gio!

Rén tro thanh ké thu cta loai nguoi tir ngay do.
Nguodi phuong Tay goi nhitng ké hay néi xau, chup mil ngudi khac 1a bon rin
djc (langue de serpent, langue de vipere). Ctru gitp ké vd on, sdn sang quay lai hai
chinh minh 1a dp rdn trong nguc (Réchauffer un serpent dans son sein).

Ta goi bon khua moéi miia mép la néi ran trong 10 bo ra.

Dan ta cdm thu, nguyén rua bon cong ran can ga nha. N6i dung hon la bon bat ran vé can
ga nha (Léopold Cadiere).

Tuy nhién, ran phuong Tay ciing c6 khi duoc cung. Ngay nay chung ta thdy nhan nhan
ran trén bang hiéu ctia bac si, tiém thudc tay. O, la nhi? Vi sao vay?

Than thoai Hi Lap suy ton Asclépios la 6ng than ding dau nganh y. Ong 6 tai chira
lanh cho nguoi mu1, ngwoi tan tat. Ong cii tir hoan sinh cho Glaucos, Tyndare, Hippolyte.
Tam nguyén cta Asclépios 1a ctru nhin dj thé... hoan toan mién phi.

Khong ngo, viéc lam cua Asclépios da gay bat man cho vi than cai quan Dia nguc
Hades. Hades lo ngai... thiéu dan d€ hanh ha. Hades khiéu nai véi Zeus. Zeus mui long

treede canh dat rong nguoi thua cta Dia nguc, bén tung sét danh chét Asclépios.

Sinh thoi, Asclépios rat thich ran vi rin 1a con vat biét thay da d6i thit, biét d6i méi hang
nam. Ran 16t xac giong nhu bénh tat duoc chira khoi, sttc khoe duoc phuc hoi.

Luc di hanh nghé, Asclépios bao gio cling mang theo chi€c gdy ¢ cham trd mot con
ran. Vi vy ma cdc bac si, dwoc si da chon Ran quan gdy lam biéu twong ciia nganh nghé
va moi ran bo 1én bang hiéu.

Ran ctia nguoi 16n rac r6i qua.

RGt cudc chi ¢d Rong ran cua tré con 1a de thuong nhat!

Lii tré that 1a... rin gan (de Rhodes, Génibrel). Dam d& cho ran choi tréo véi rong.
Chung may cho dan den dwgc dom mat vua a? Khong coi ton ti trat tw ra ci gi.
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Trod choi Rong rin chia lam hai phe. It diza choi (chuyén khé tin!) thi chon mét dira lam
thay thudc, dam con lai 6m nhau lam rong ran. Thay thudc phai dudi bat cai dudi rong
ran. Néu c6 nhiéu dira choi thi chia lam hai phe, mdi phe 1a mot rong ran. Pta diing
dau vira phai bao vé, che chin cho cai dudi khoi bi d6i phuong bét, vira phai tim cach
bat cai duoi ctia d8i phrrong. Vao trd, rong ran udn éo hat:

Rong rin lén may
C6 ciy niic ndc
Co nha diém binh
- Thiay thudc ¢ nha khong?
- Thiy thudc khong cé nha
(...)
- Xin khiic dudi
- Tha h6 ma dudi.

Thé 1a tha h6 dudi bit nhau. Vui nhén, 6n ao. Nguwoi 16n bye minh thi mdc ké nguoi
16n!
Gan day bén Au Tay nay sinh m&t choi ran canh. DPep... dé so! Nhung chua dang so

bang mo6t am thuc day “tam huyét” cta dai gia nudc ta.
HoOm nay moi 6ng moén la. It hiéu co.

Khach chuyén tro méi hét nira dia lac rang thi tir nha bép mot “thich khach” mat lanh
nhw tién bude ra. Tay cam dao, nach kep chiéc gay nho. Mot thang tiéu dong xach gid
ran theo sau. Thay tro dén trudc mat khach am thye cho 1énh. Ong khach quen cta hiéu
liéc nhin gi6 ran roi hat ham, chi tay. “Thich khach” lién tho chiéc gay gan méc sat vao
gio, khoéng mot vong, 16i con rdn duoc chon ra ngoai. Tay con lai muia mét dwong, c6
ran bi kep chat. Dao loe sang. Tiét ran phot ra. Tiéu dong nhanh tay gio tach hiing.
Khong mét giot roi xudng mat ban. Thém mot duong dao. Tim rdn bi méc ra, tha vao
tach. Tiéu dong md chai Qudc Lui, rét day tach, dat trede mat khach.

Khach mim cuoi, gat dau ra hiéu cho “thich khach” biéu dién thém mot [an nira...
Tém, huyét da sdn sang. HO trieong! HO trieong! Ta biét rét vé dau? (Nguyén B4 Trac). RSt
vao hong chtt con rét vao dau nira? Dinh rét vao tai a? Loc troi cho, ta ¢ ndc.
Lang Lé Mat “c6 hang tram ho nuoi ran, hang chuc nha hang dac san ran va cé nhiéu
hoat ddng van hoa nghé thuat vé rdn duoc to chitc rAm rd hang nam. Lé Mat dugc danh
gia 1a trung tam giao dich vé ran ctia toan mién Bac, dong thoi 12 lang ran néi tiéng &
Viét Nam va trén thé gi¢i”(15).

Réan duoc gidi Am thyee khen 1a loai ¢6 tdm, huyét. B than, cedong dueong. Bay mén khé
kha.
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Con ran trong tim thitc dan gian

Trong Tt dién Biéu tuwong Van hoda thé gidi cho hay, con ran cé rat nhiéu y nghia ma
moi dan tdc, ton gido déu cd cach giai thich khac nhau.

Hinh tuwong mang xa trén ctru dinh

Con rin 1a biéu twong cua linh hon va nhuc duc; con ran vii try, rén 12 vi than ¢, vi t&
tién huyén thoai. O Viét Nam ¢4 rat nhiéu loai rdn vdi cac tén goi khac nhau nhuw ran hé
mang, ran hd Itra, ran hd phi, ran hd dat, ran cap nong, ran cap nia, ran mai gam vang,
rdn mai gam bac, rén den vang, rén vong vang, rén long, rdn hoc tro, rin luc, rin dén,
rén nude, ran roi...

Trong van hoc dan gian tit truyén thuyét, than thoai, truyén c6 tich dén thanh ngt, tuc
ngtt, ca dao cting 1ay hinh twong con rén d€ giai thich hién tuong su viéc, d€ bay to
quan diém song ctia ngurdi binh dan xwa. Nuwdc ta & viing nhiét d6i nang 1am, mua
nhiéu cho nén viing qué nao ciing cé ran sinh séng. Ran séng quanh bui bo, cay cdi,

hang hdc, song ho, khe sudi, dam ph4, bién ca. Rén song chung v4i muon loai co cay,
thti vat va véi ca con ngudi. Con ran vira ¢ ich véi nguoi nhat 1a d6i véi nha nong, ran
o tai san bit chudt, coc, nhai, éch giup nong dan bao vé muia mang, lia thoc, tranh
duoc sy pha hoai ctia loai gdm nhdm. Bén canh do, ran cling la vat linh cta dan gian, c6
nhiéu cau chuyén ly ky xoay quanh loai ran dwoc truyén tir doi nay sang doi khéc.

D&i véi cee dan Hué, hinh tieong con ran & ngoai doi va trong tin ngudng tam linh déu
6 su sung bai cliing nhw thé hién mot nét van hoa riéng c6 vé loai vat nay. Tuc tho ran
la mot tin ngudng ctia nguoi Viét ¢8. O Hué viéc tho rén ¢6 lién quan dén cac tich
chuyén sau day: Trong hé thong 24 vi than linh duoc lang Pht Bai, xa Thuy Phu, thi xa
Huwong Thay tho cing, ma nha nghién ctru Tran Pai Vinh da néu cu thé; c6 ngai
Nguyén Purong va nguoi con géi clia ngai ¢6 lién quan dén chuyén tam linh vé con ran.
Theo gia pha lwu gift tai nha thd ho Nguyén, tién t6 1a ngai Nguyén Dwong von tir dat
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Lang Son vao Hoan Chau trong thoi nha Mac cudp ngoi nha Lé. Viéc ra di ctia ngai la

do me ngai mét sém, vao cu tra tai Hoan Chau mot thoi gian. Thoi ky nay loan lac cha

ngai da mat tai Nghé An. Nhan lac Nguyén Hoang vao trdn tht Thuan Hoéa, ngai theo
pho va dén thang dat An Nong con Trai xit, ngai dimg chan ¢ day dinh xay dung co
nghiép lau dai, ngai da khai pha duoc hon 2.000ha dat rudng; khi gap ngai Ngo Thu,

hai ngai két nghia thé cung sdng chét. Sau d6, ngai Ngd Thu thady dat Phu Bai rong 16n,

tri1 phtt hon nén ban véi ngai Nguyén Duong vé d6 ciing xay dung co nghiép. Sau mot
thoi gian hai ngai da bao chiém va canh pha hon 15.000ha tir d6i ntii d&n dong bang,

rudng nuwdc. Phia bac gidp lang Luong Van, phia nam giap La Son, phia tay giap nguon

Ta Trach, phia dong giap song Pai Giang. Luc nay hai ngai gap ngai Lé va cung két
nghia tao thanh thé chan vac d€ gitr gin dat dai rong mo da khai pha.

Theo huiong phd ctia lang Phi1 Bai, “Ong Nguyén c6 bach nghé nén dung 10 n&u sat va
hang nam phai nap cho triéu dinh 2000 khéi”. Nhu vay, cung véi ngai Ngo Thu, ngai
Lé Trai, ngai Nguyén DPuong cling da gop stic d€ phat trién nghé khai quang ndu sat &
Phu Bai. Sau khi ngai mat, dan lang 1ap miéu tho va phong 1a “Tung bon thé Thanh
Hoang”. Ong dugc ban sic phong dudi triéu vua Khai Dinh ndm thit 2 va Khai Dinh
nam tht 9. Miéu tho ngai luc dau dwoc xay tai mo, mi€u nho lop tranh. Nam Nham
Than (1932) miéu bi hu hong con chau ¢6 trung tu lai. Nam Dinh Dau (1957) dua vé nha
tho va d6i tén 1a “Pién Tung bon thé Thanh Hoang”. Qua cac lan trung tu, miéu hién
nay la mot ngdi nha ruong 3 gian 2 chai, trudc ¢d cong tam quan, cac cach bai tri ciing
gan gidng nhu miéu ngai Ngd Thu, ngai Lé Trai. Sau khi mat, md ngai dwgc tang & con
do dat kim quy, vi tri d6i voi dinh lang cach 2,5km, hudng Tay Tay Béc, tai khe C)ng
Thé. Dan lang goi dia danh nay la hoc 6ng Puong hay md 6ng Buong. Nam 1962, con
chau xay lang cho ngai. Nguodi con gai cia dng Nguyén Duong, khi c6 thai sinh ra 2
triing né ra thanh 2 con ran mau vang, c6 con cut dudi thuong néi gié mua khi lang
cting t&, Ba dugc ton xung 1a Tan phi Nguyén phu nhan, 2 con ran la Long cung hién
hda nhi vi oai linh ton than
Chuyén ran 6 véi nhau mot cip 1a thuong gap va thuong nghe thay, tham chi con
truyén miéng nhau chuyén cip ran nghe kinh Phat 6 chtia Tra Am. Con chuyén ran cip
& ngay trung tam thanh phd Hué ciing dwgc nhiéu nguoi biét. O khudn vién Bao tang
H6 Chi Minh hién nay, trudc day c6 cay sau cd thu (thudc loai hiém trén dat Hu€), khi
thi cong bao tang thi phai chat cay sdu, can bo bao tang ltic do 1a 6ng Lé Viét Xuan
cwong quyét gitr lai cho bang duoc hai canh bo d& khang khiu vang tia cao khoang 1m,
goc tich cta hai canh b6 dé chinh la phan trén con lai ctia mot goc cay bo dé 1on da bi
triét ha va vui 1dp. Dudi goc cay bo dé dé c6 mot am tho thiéng 1am. Cte mdi khi lut
ngap, ngudi ta thady mot doi ran hd mang rat to, tir &6 ré nude boi ra.

Trong thap nién 80, & cac di tich bén trong Pai Noi chuyén vé ran duoc nhiéu ngwoi luu
truyén. Vi trong khuon vién Dai No6i thoi 8y c6 nhiéu gia dinh luu tri, chinh ho da gap
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ran, ran vira nhiéu, vira to va tré thanh huyén thoai véi cudc sdng ctia nhidu nguoi dan

qua cdc tinh tiét nhu: “Mot con ran dang tir tir treon di, nd treon dén dau tranh san nga
ra d&n d6”. Hodc, “con ran rat dai, dwong kinh c& nhu banh xe honda dang ndm chan
ngang qua duong, may anh 16n tudi 1dy den pin hua hua ro6i 1ay da ném, con vat hinh
nhu khong biét sg, né ngéc dau 1én cao, phuing mang tho phu phu roi tir tit treon vao
goc thanh gan d6”. Tham chi “gdc phia dong vueon Co Ha gan ddong Bao Nguyén c¢6 1
con ran to nhu 16p xe Hué ky, trén dau c6 mao mau do, thuong cat tiéng gy nhu ga
vao budi sang, dic biét con ran nay c6 thé bay tir bitc thanh nay sang btic thanh khac.

Va mdi Ian né di chuyén thi gié bui va tranh san xao xac mot géc thanh”. Nguoi ta thay

truc tiép, “Mot do6i ran rat to, trén dau c6 mao, ré nude cung séng do6i, phi pho lao di tao

thanh nhitng dot séng nho dap dénh nude vao bo”.

Trong s6 loai vat, cw dan Hué ¢6 noi tho cop, voi, rén, ché, ca voi v6i y nghia khac
nhau. Trong d9, ran 1a loai tho hiém hoi nhat, treong hop duy nhat dugc biét 1a tai lang
Phu Bai, xa Thuy Pht, thi x3 Huong Thuy truyén tung huyén thoai vé hai con ran mot
cut, mot dai vén la con ctia Than Gi6, ting hién linh giup dé dan lang, dem lai mua
thuan gi6 hoa nén dwoc dan lang tudng nhé, ton xung la Ong Dai, Ong Cut, 1ap bai vi
tho ¢ dinh lang.

Trong kho tang than thoai Hué da nhac dén cau chuyén Hai nguoi chdu ctia Than Gio,
nhu dé giai thich cho hién tugng trén ¢ lang Phit Bai. Chuyén ké rang: “Ngay xua, 6
vung doi nui phia tdy, cd hai cha con song trong mot tip léu hiu quanh. Nguwoi cha lam vweon,
phdt rdy, cdi ciit nudi con. Co gdi gitip cha gieo tria va lo viéc ndi tro. Cang 16n, ¢ gdi cang hay
lam hay lam va tré nén xinh dep. Rat nhiéu thanh nién lang dén dam hoi, déu bi co tir choi.
Nguoi cha ciing mudn ép cd dé’yén bé gia thit, nhung thiy cd cuwong quyét khong chiu nén phai
chiéu theo.

Bong nhién co thiy trigu chirng ctia ngudi c6 thai. Nhitng nguoi rdp ranh cwedi co déu 1ay lam
ghen tikc, hua nhau béu xdu cé di diéu. Ho con gin cho cd t6i thong didm vdi cha. C6 gai rat khé
tam vi nhitng loi budc toi xﬁng bdy dé. Hom no, khi cd riea mdt & bo ao thi bong nhién cd cdp rin

nho tir ngueoi cd bo xudng. Cdi bung sau dé xep ngay. Toi hom &y, cd nam mo thdy mot vi tién

dén den rang: “Con von la nguedi ciia nha troi, vi trede ddy v0 y nudt nhiim hai cdi trieng ciia

Thitn Rén la con ciia Thiin Gid, nén phdi day xudng tran gian dé’sinh ra. Nay da hét han, con

duwegc 1én troi. Ngay mai con kiém ba thudc lua diéu thit vao ling dé'cdc thin nhdn ra con ma
duea lén”.

Hom @y, diing vao ngay cd gdi bi lang mang ra dé'bit va, trén dwong t6i sin dinh, cd xin ba
thuéce lua dieu va bién mat truede mat moi ngueoi. Chd co bay lén troi con in ddu chin lin dat
xudng. Din lang ldp dén tho c6 ngay tai d6. Dén tho &y dén nay van con. Cha cd gdi rat budn.
Mot hom ong dang thiu thiu ngu thi cé hai dira tré dén, tw nhin la chiu, xin dirgc cung 0 v0i
ong. Ong cu ngac nhién mé mit, ching thay hinh ddng lii tré ddu, bén canh chi thiy doi rin nho
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nam quan quyt. Ong gigt minh nhé lai chuyén cil, cham séc doi rin nhw chdu minh. Di ddu hay
lam viéc g1, ong déu mang ran theo.

Mot hom, di phang bo rudng chudn bi gieo cdy, 6ng v y chém phdi vao dudi mot con, lam divt
lia. Tir d6, con dai, con cut phén bigt nhau. Vi la chdu ciia Thian Gid nén doi ran thuong ding
phép lam thay d6i hudng i, giip o ba con di lai dé dang trén ving song nwéc va tgo nhirng
con muea can thiét cho mua mang. Nho do, vung qué nay nhiéu nam lién tiép dwoc mua, doi
song nong dan khiam khd. Doi ran ciing thay nhau lam viéc, c6 khi tw bién minh thanh nguoi dé
do din cho ong cu. Ong lio gia yéu roi mat. Nhidu ngueoi di tim kiéin khdp noi doi rin la nhieng
ching thay ddu. Tir khi doi rin biéh mat, thién tai don ddp xdy ra, dan lang lam vao cdnh déi
kém, lim than. Bdy gio, ho nhé lai chuyén cil, ton dodi rin chitc “Ong”, Ong Dai, Ong Cut va
lap bai vi tho ¢ lang.

Thoi gian kha ldu vé sau, mot ngw din di danh cd 6 khiic song xa, gdp gio ngugc thoi manh
khong veé dwoc. Troi sdp toi, dang ling ting lo so thi bong c6 hai thanh nién tim dén ngd y
mudn di nho. Nguoi dan chai than tho chuyén gié chwéng. Hai chang trai lam phép quay nguwoc
chiéu gio khién thuyén di chuyén le lang. Dén noi, nguoi danh cd nhin kij hai nguwoi khich thdy
mgt miii giong hét nhau, déu khoi ngo tudn tii nhung cé ngwoi bi cut mgt chian. Hai thanh nién
dén nha ong ldo da mat, roi ra dén tho cd gdi bi ham oan Sau do, ca hai déu bién mat. Thi ra, hai
ngueoi thanh nién ay chinh la Ong Dai va Ong Cut, la hai ngueoi chau ctia Thin Gid héa thanh.
Ho vé tham lai nguoi than noi tran the”.

Ttr mot con vat pho bién ngoai doi véi doi sdng sinh canh rudng déng, song nuwde, nui
doi... da di vao nghé thuat dtic dong trén Huyén dinh cta bd Ctru dinh, hinh anh con
ran duoc cham khac véi nét udn lweon vira dai, vira mém mai gitta thién nhién. “Véi tén
goi Mang xa, titc con ran to. Nhiéu sach chép loai Mang vuong xa (vua cta loai ran).
Theo quan niém dan gian, ran 1a vi than (than L&t) & mién song nudc. Mang xa lén nhat
trong loai rén nén goi la xa veeong, mét né tron, mua xuin va mua dong ¢ trén can, mua
ha va mua thu ngdm minh dwéi nuée. O Viét Nam, nhitng tinh ¢ viing ban son dia,
nhiéu sinh [ay, dam ho, mang xa thuong an cu.”

Trong kho tang thanh ngft, tuc ngit va ca dao Hué, hinh tuong con ran duoc nhac dén
véi nhiéu y nghia khac nhau: - Rén ddi lai ché nhai que: Cau nay vdi nghia den, nhai la
thitc &n ma ran rat yéu thich. Nghia bong 1a da d6i kho lai con lam cao cach. - Rén gia,
ran 16t vo. Nguoi gia, nguoi bo v “sang”: Cau nay mang nghia den 1a ran gia ran 16t vo
ti€p tuc song, con nguoi gia chét thi phai bo vao quan tai (khong song dwgc nita). Nghia
béng la tuy cung chiu quy luat sinh diét nhu nhau, nhung qua trinh bién thai, phat trién
st sdng ctia moi sinh vat trong d6 ¢6 con ngudi lai khong gidng nhau. - Ran mai tai chd,
rdn ho vé nha: Cau nay c6 y nghia la rdn mai gdm ¢ noc cuc doc, ngwoi bi cén c6 thé
chét ngay tai chd, rdn hd mang ciing c6 noc rat doc, nguoi bi can c6 thé sé chét sau d6
vai ba gio (vé téi nha).
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Thanh ngir Hué c6 cau Ran bo ra miéng giéng nghia 1a 16ng mii tho ra bén ngoai (vi
nhu con rin hodc con vt tiong tw, bd qua miéng giéng) chi mot tuan quén dé'y, la ran
bo ra miéng giéng r6i8 . Ca dao Hué c6 nhitng cau néi vé con ran hodc muon hinh anh

con ran dé thé hién ndi 1ong ctia minh nhu: - Ran liu diu ¢6 phwdc ciing héa rong,
Phuong hoang chép canh, rung 16ng nhu co.

Hodc trong ho d6i dap, hinh anh con rin cting dugc nhic dén: - Rén hé leo cay thuc dia,
Ngua nha troi &n cd chi thién, Chit rang cdm sat nhan duyén, Trai bén chang d&i dang,
em xin két nguyén tram nam. Thay phu thuy di trén méat nuedc, Tho Thanh Long cham
cai dau rong, Phu thé gitt ven chit d6ng, Trai nam nhon da d6i dang, hoi thi€p cé xting

nghia vo chong hay khong? - Ran khdng chan, ran di ndm rimg bay rt, Ga khong va
nuoi dang chin muoi con, Twdng em ma phan moéi son, Ai hay ma mong moéi mon thé

ni. - Ran khong chan ran di khap rt, Ga khong vt nudi dang chin muoi con, Nam nhon
doi dang thi€p két nghia hau non gia doi.

V6i nhitng cau chuyén vé ran trong tam thitc dan gian Hué cho thay ngudi Hué cing
sang tao ra nhiéu cau chuyén vé ran trong van hoc dan gian dé xua di ndi s hai vé ran
trong doi séng thuong ngay. Pong thoi cling nhu luu truyeén tuc tho ran trong doi song
tam linh ma cho dén hém nay cuw dan lang Phui Bai van ludn huong khéi cho miéu ba ho

Nguyén, miéu Ong Dai, Ong Cut, bai vi than rin ¢ dinh lang. Hinh twong ran ciing tir

dan gian dugc dua vao nghé thuat cham khic cung dinh nhw hinh khic trén Ctru dinh.

Chinh vi 1& d6 ma nguoi xwa da chon con ran la biéu tuong trong lich phép véi cdi tén
goi rat dan da: Ty.

143



Hinh anh con ngua trén dat Thuin Hoa

Ngay mobi Ian du khach tir phwong xa dén v6i Hué, khong ai khong viéng thim Ngo
Moén, Phu Van Lau, truong Quéc Hoc...

Hinh twgng Long Ma kham sanh trang tri trén bo noc liu Tiv Phirong Vo Sw
Ctt theo di chi thi nhitng ky tich &y da gan lién véi hinh anh xa md va goi 1én cac nim
Ngo ¢ y nghia trong viéc hinh thanh dat Thuan Hoéa ¢ cac thoi diém mang tén cac ndam
Ngo: Binh Ngo, 1306; Mau Ngo, 1558; Binh Ngo, 1786; Mau Ngo, 1918; Canh Ngo, 1930...

Trén moét ngan nam cua lich st ddu tranh dé€ hinh thanh, dat Thuan Hoéa da in diu
nguwa va vé ngwa cua cac bac anh huing dan toc trong stt ménh cao ca gitt nwdc (nam 979
m¢& dau chinh phat Chiém Thanh) va dung nwdc (cac nam 1069, 1306...)

Bay toi han ma (1) day cong
Phén minh ngoi thie, twéc phong dang hoang.
Huynh Thién Kim (Viét Nam cdn dai dién sir ca).

Nhé lai... Nam Mau Ngo, 1918: thi Huong bai bo va nam sau Ky Mui, 1919 la nam thi
hoi cudi cung. Ché dd Han hoc cao chung tir day va ciing chinh ¢ thoi diém nay
Nguyén T4t Thanh d&i tén la Nguyén Ai Qudc.

Nam 1921, ttir Con Pao tro vé dat Than kinh, cu Huynh Thic Khéang, mot trong nhiing
lanh tu ctia phong trao chdng thué & Quang Nam da vinh canh Hué:

Hai mwoi nam lai dat Than kinh,
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Xe nguea ldu dai nhon cd thanh.

Han thw c6 cau: Xa nhu lwu thiy, md nhue du long, y quan tac 16, ma cu Tién dién
Nguyén Du da dich:

Dip diu tai tw giai nhan,
Nguea xe nhw nwdc, do quin nhw ném.
(Kieu)

Phai ching gitra cac ttt NGO, MA déu c6 nghia 1a NGUA da c6 m6i duyén van ty trng
phung mang day y nghia lich st va nhan sinh theo quan diém ctia triét hoc phwong
Dong.

Theo bat quai, moi qué gitt mot hudng quanh vong troi. Bén qué quan trong 1a can,
khon, kham, ly dwoc goi la t& chinh, gitt bdn phuwong chinh. Kién déng & phuong Nam
thudc NGO. Qué Kién 1a qué ngua: ngua ran, ngua gy, ngua gia.. Vua la Thién ti ngdi
quay mat vé phwong Nam c6 nti Ngu Binh lam binh phong thién nhién, an ngtr ¢6 dan
Nam Giao d& lam noi t& troi. Quay vé phuong Nam dé 1ang nghe thién ha theo 1di hay

y dep ma cai tri.

Vi vay phai hiéu NGO MON theo y nghia chinh théng dy chtt khong chi phai hiéu
tir NGO la dung gio Ngo - ltc 12 gio trwa, d6i nghich véi gio Ty (ntra dém) nhw xwa nay
mot sd sach bao (ké ca dich thuat) da quen dung.

Long ma truéc truong Quéc Hoc dwoc ddp néi bang sanh siv cd’
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Hinh twong Long md con rd nét & binh phong Long md cta treong Quéc Hoc Hué dung,
nam 1896, nam Thanh Thai thit 8, biéu hién tinh hoa va c6t tay ctia dat van vat, ndi 1én
quéc hon qudc tay tiee hon nuwde cta giang son cam tu nay.

Bi€u twong cua Long md rat phong pha va day y nghia. Long ma la ngwa da hda rong,
giong nhu rong, dan Viét tw hao 1a con Rong chau Lac. Long ma xuat hién thoi thai binh
thinh tri khi vua Nghiéu 1én ngdi tri vi thién ha. Long md xudt hién minh xanh ma van
d6, minh c6 mang Ma d6 1a sach troi ban cho vua dé€lam cdm nang tri nudec.

Long md cao 8 thuéc 5 tic (thwée Tau) xwong cd dai. Canh bén phai nhiing xudng nwdc ma
khong w6t, trén cd thanh nhin dé’birc c6 do (tdm do xwa)(2)

Trong cung y nghia d6, Phu Van Lau dwgc dung vao gan nam gan cudi cua thoi Gia
Long, nam 1819, nhan nam sinh ctia nha tho Tung Thién Vwong la chau ndi cta vua Gia
Long, va la con trai cia vua Minh Mang. Phu Van Lau la [au biéu tugng cho nén van
hién nudc nha, quay mdt vé huéng Nam dé cau hién. Noi day nha vua dung dé€ déan cac
sac, du va treo bang cho khoa thi Huong goi 1a bang H3, cho khoa thi Hoi goi bang
Rong. Ngay nay phia hai bén ta hitu Phu Van Lau con bia da d€ bdn chit KHUYNH CAI
HA MA nghia la nghiéng long xudng nguea.
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w K hdm wha FHué

Long Md khdam sanh si¢ trén binh phong c6 phii Tuy Ly Vwong

Cac 6ng nghe tan khoa dwgc nha vua chiéu dai, cho cdi ngua xem hoa, dg yén tién trudce
khi tré vé lang vinh quy bai t6 dwoc lang nuwdce, phu, huyén, tinh reée ming xe dwa nguea
don, vong anh di tredc, vong nang theo sau.

D¢ la y nghia day tham hau ctia chinh sach chiéu hién dai si.

Sach Pai Nam nhat thdng chi soan ndm 1907, xuat ban nam 1910 tai Hué vao doi vua
Thanh Thai co6 ghi:

"... Thién Nguyét linh, kinh Lé néi: "Xa gid ctia Thién tie di ra, thang manh xudn (thing giéng)
thang ngua thwong long, ngwa sic xanh; thdng manh ha (thing tw) thing ngwa xich lwu, ngua
sdc d6; thang manh thu (thdng bdy) thing ngwa bach lac, ngua sdc tring; thang manh dong
(thdng muwoi) thing ngwa thiét ly, ngwa sdc den." (%)

Vua chtia di xe ti# md, phia sau khung xe va thliing xe c6 gan ngai goi 1a ngoc 16. Chi c6
vua va hoang hau hoéc dé nhat giai phi (triéu Nguyén khong 1ap hoang hau) méi dugc
ngoi trén ngai. Con ré€ theo hau goi la pho mad. Chon pho ma cling 1a mét cach thé cau
hién d€ pho cho ngdi bau cua Thién ttr.

Vua ban pham twdc, chiic quyén cho cac quan va an diec, chire phéan cho than dan goi
la thwong tie. Ngwea thieong tir 1a ngwa vua ban cho van quan hay vo tudéng co cong

phung ménh gitt trong trach véi dan véi nuede.

Vi thé & Hué 6 cau:
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MEé gi nhw mé t6'tom
Meé ngiea Thiwong Tir mé Nom Thiiy Kiéu

S6 Ky ma thudc binh chung ky bink ndm & phia Pong Nam thanh ndi thudc phuong
Ninh Mat vé sau doi vé phia sau cira Hoa Binh (géan san bay Tay Loc ch). Tau ngua, tau
voi dong gan ké nhau. Ttr d6 & Hué c6 cau: Voi trong co, nguwa thuwong tir.

Tram kinh 1a dich tragm tai Kinh d6. Ndm Gia Long thit 3, 1804 theo quy dinh mbi tram
trén thién ly 16 xudi nguoc duong Nam - Bac di cic doanh, tran d€ dua tin. Dau thoi
Minh Mang dat chttc Dich thira, dich muc & mdi tram va cap cho 3 con ngya. Nhiém vu
cua ngua tram va phu tram la dua tin theo diéu 1€ quy dinh goi 1a phat d¢, nhu sau

1. Phi dé
2. T6i khan
3. Thir khan
4. Thueong khan

Va vé sau lai thém thuwong khan, gia khan.

Vi vay trong dan gian c¢6 cau "Chay nhw chay ngua tram”. Trong tw dich & 6 te ma 5§,
hoi y tir "t¢" I9 12 bén va tir "hanh" 5 1a tot.

MBbi cb ngwa gom c6 bon con, binh lic hting manh tinh theo s& dau voi ngwa c6 duoc.
Ngay xuwa mua voi ngua, tuyén quan la chuan bi cho chién tranh. Ngua tot 1a ngya &
Tay Bac, ngura diing dé chuyén ché 1a ngira 6 DPong Nam. (Trong cong nghiép du lich,
ngay nay, wdc gi sém phuc hdi nhitng cb xe ngura dé dwa dén khach du lich dén Hué
tham quan vung ldng tdm va chua chién & khu vuc d6i nii bén ngoai ndi thanh va
nhanh choéng stta chita khu nghi mat Bach Ma & Pha Loc).
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Hinh anh ngwa trén Ciru dinh

Nam Minh Mang tht 17, 1836, hinh anh ngua duoc cham vao Anh dinh trong hé thong
Ctru dinh 6 Dai N6i trede Thé Miéu.

Ngay nay trén chinh treong qudc té€ hodc qudc ndi ctia cac nude trén thé gioi mot khi
phai thay d&i nhan su cho phit hop véi thue tién tinh hinh méi, nguoi ta quen dung
danh ttr "d6i ngua".

Nam 1933, Bao Dai hoi loan, thay d6i ndi cdc ma thuc chat la d6i ngwa ma nguwoi Hué
quen goi 1a chinh bién 2-5-1933.

Nha nho V6 Thai da t& séng ndm cu bang bai van t& doc 1én rat sang khodi vé cai canh
déi nguwa khong do Bao Pai quyét dinh ma do ban tay 16ng 14 ctia thuce dan Phap:

Oi thoi théi! Si chi tiry thoi, hanh tang tity ngd, vua da tha ma Phdp ching tha, ta khong phu sao
nguoi no phu.

Y nghia biéu twong ctia ngura trong van hoc that phong pht va tham hau. St ky ctia Tw
ma thién goi la Ma si, sach xem tudng nguwa ctia Ba Nhac goi Twéng Ma Kinh. Lé Qui
Don viét sdch VAN DAI LOAI NGU xong ndm Quy Ty, 1773, trudc d6 3 nam khi dng

gitt chirc Hiép tran tham tan quan co nam 1776 ¢ Thuan Héa c6 doan ghi vé cach xem
teong ngua:

"Nguwa tot, can dwoc diu to, vudng; mit sang, xwong song cirng; bung thon, bon chin dai;

quing mat cao, miii to; ddu miii cé chiv vieong (E); trong miu do; ong xwong chdu tron, dai, tai
gidn nhau, ma vénh vé dang trudc, vai nhé ma day.
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Phép xem twong nguea, phdi kiéng trude hét la tam luy va ngi nd; v6i hiy xem cdc by phin khdc.
Cd'to ddu nhé la nhat luy; xwong song yéu, bung to, la nhi luy; dui nho méng to la tam luy.

Diiu to, tai ciip, la nhdt né; ¢d dai, khong vay la nhi nd; niva trén ngan, niva dwoi dai la tam né;
chin to ma swon ngﬁn, la tir n6; trong hom, ma vé'mong la ngii n6é”(4).

Va chinh 6ng dwa ra 10i binh kha sau sac:

"Ché’dg xwa, quin dgi do ¢ dan gian, nguoi nao ciing phdi tw tiic, sim 14y ngwa, cho nén xem
nguea sanh nhuw thé"

C6 18 ngay nay chang khac xua bao nhiéu, mbi khi "d6i ngua' tedng can xem xét, kiém
tra, phtic tra ky lwong dé thau ro ban lai dién muc méi may gap ngwa gim khoi
Tam ngwa dém vi rang biét nguodi da khé ma dung nguoi lai khé hon, nhuwe nguoi xua da
day, ché khong thi nguwra dé theo dwong cii trd thanh ngua diet cieong, ngiea hoang, ngiea
chikng thi nguy to.

Ngay xwta Manh Tt khang khai néi: "Vua xem biy toi nhw trdu ngua thi biy toi xem vua
nhw ciru dich". Trong bang giao qudc t&€ cting thé, Lé Quy Don trong Phil bién tap luc da
viét:

"Cdnh Hung, Canh Ngo nim thir 11 thdng 8 (1750)(5) Thudn Héa sip ddnh Cao-Mén, sai 1 b§
Nguyén Ding Thinh lam thw g6i cho Vua nwdc Xiém-La rang: "Nuwdc toi voi nwdc ngai két tinh
Qiao ban tir ldu r6i, khong phai nhw thoi nguea trau ma khong gin nhau dwegc" (6).

A 'Y'_ RN

Long Ma trang tri trén cong vao ling mg vua Ty Dikc
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Trong moi lanh vuc quan sy, van hoa, chinh tri, xa hoi diéu cam ky nhat 1a do thiéu suy
tinh loi hai ma quén mat da sa vao duong cut, va chd tac ty, gieo nén bao nhiéu ach tac.
Nguoi xwa da néi ngua phi chic cé hoi quay cd. Cau néi ¢ 16i ré ma nghia 1y sau sac,
tham tram.

Khéng nhitng nguoi can ¢d diic ma ngua cling can phai c6 dire. Btec d¢ sau day thang
budc tat ca moi thu doan, muu d6 den t6i cua d6i phuong.

Ptic ctia con ngra la ¢ tinh khi va cong dung cua né. Nguwa rat chung thuy véi chu,
thong minh, tinh y va nhat 1a biét chiu dung gian khé theo cht cho dén cudi doi. Vi vay
ma dudi md ctia tht tudng bao gio cling ¢ mo cua linh hau, md ctia ngua, cho dén ndi

nguoi da chét cling thich dap dwgc ndm mo kiéu vanh ngua.

Sach O Chau can luc ndi "An Md tiém cao, triee quai ky téng chi Han" ¢6 nghia la nai An
Ma cao ma nhon, treo thang 1én song Giang - Han may ting".

Dai Nam nhit thong chi da mo ta hinh teong ctia nti Md An ¢ Quang Binh nhu sau:

e phia nam huyén 20 ddam, khi di vong quanh uyén chuyén, ¢ giita cé hon cao hon, lwng niii
ay lom xudng, trong nhw yén ngua nén goi tén dy, 2 bén ta hitu c¢é day niii bam theo hodc dirt
doan, hodc tiép tuc thién hinh van trang, hodc nhw nguwa ky di thong tha, hodc nhw ngua tudn

chay bon ba, ngon niii toi cao dirng do s, trong cé mudn ngan tinh thin khi tirong thién
nhién"(7)

Nguoi Viét rat nhan nghia, danh nguwoi trén nguwa ché khong nd danh nguoi nga ngea.
Hué la trung tdm Phét gido 16n nhat ctia dat Thuan Hoa, c6 thé néi Hué'la thu d6 Phat
gido vinoi day da tiép thu hai nguon Ti€u Thira va Pai Thira Phat gido va c6 rat nhiéu

ngoi chtia ¢d kinh, nhiéu T6 dinh da dao tao nén nhiéu danh tang.
Nam Mau Ngo 1558, Nguyén Hoang tran tht dat Thuan Héa. Nam Giap Ngo 1774, doi

vua Du Ton, chta Nguyén Phuac Chu ¢ vuon Co6 Gia tai chua Thién Mu hon mot thang.
Chaa sai nguoi dem vang sang phu Chiét Giang Trung Qudc thinh Dai Tang Kinh.
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i Dwong

-Ngyf’a ciia HS Hin Ciin tho

Trong thién hoc, nguoi ta thuwong nhic dén hinh anh ctia con ngua siéu viét, truy phong
lot gi6: Con ngua hay chi thay bong roi la chay ding duwong. Con ngua qui cta thai tee
Tat Dat Pa bang qua giong A-né-ma trén duong tim dao khong nhiing da khac sau
trong tam twong cua tin d6 Phat gido ma con dugc cham ndi 1én phia tién duong cung
v&i hinh anh B6 tat Mad Minh, & cac chua chién ctia xt chuia chién.

Cau ndi: "Ngua tring, khong phdi la ngwa" ciia Cong Ton Long, biét dau khong nhiing 1a
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mot kiéu ly luan nguy bién ma con 1a mot cong &n déng cho ta suy gam.

Tt khi ti€p xtc véi van héa phuong Tay, nguoi dan Thuan Hoéa lai duoc ti€p thu thém
nhitng hinh anh ngwa quy ctia chau Au. Nam 1789 - thé gi6i c6 hai su kién trong dai:
phuong Dong Quang Trung Nguyén Hué ngdi trén minh voi t6c chién chiém Thing

Long! danh tan 29 van quan Thanh xam lugc, Ton ST Nghi khong kip mang theo an
tin, phdt ngua tau cau chay trén vé Tau; phwong Tay Napoléon dé nhat chién thang ca
chau Au nho c6 con ngua cii tring dwa chii 1én thanh thién tai quan su. Ngua trang ctia
vua Henri dé t& (1590 - 1610) la bach ma thuyét mao da goi 1én mot hinh anh vé than Bach
Ma xa xua...

Lich st nhan loai con truyén tung cho dén bay gio truyén "con ngiea thanh Troie". Moi
hay "con ngwa thanh Troie Viét Nam" xuat hién khi Nguyén Nhac (nha Tay Son) dung
lai k& d6 d€ chiém thanh Binh Dinh mot cach dé dang.

D4t Thuan Hoéa nam giita hai déo chan ngang ra bé tao nén déang uy nghi, ding trén nti

cao ché ngu ca bién ca Thai Binh Duong ménh mong bat ngat. Ngua chay khong nhiing

trén by ma con phi dudi nude. Tran Bich San da mo ta canh deo Hai Van nam 1875 nhuw
sau:

Hika dgo Tin quan chinh 1§ hién
Ma dau hoa tan déi yén khai.

Nha tho Vit Hoang Chwong dich:

Diiu ngiea rirng hoa chen khoi no,
Cueoi ai khen hiém 167 sang Tin.

Va Hoai Nam Nguyén Trong Can (1900 - 1947) lai thay hinh ngua trén séng bién méi la!

Nguwa bé dua chen dan trin séng,
Co non phat phdi kéo hang may.

Tran thay chién &y, phai ching 1a tran thay chién do Tran Khac Chung cttu Huyén Tran
cong chtia nam Binh Ngo, 1306 khoi 1én gian hoa thiéu theo tuc 1¢ lam dau ¢ dat Cham.

Truyén nguea trén dat Thuan Héa xwra nay con 1am tro, lam chuyén, k& sao cho hét. Dan
Thita Thién-Hué ngay nay con nhéc dén cac thanh ngit, tuc ngt, truyén cd lién quan
dén ngwa mot cach tham tram nhw Tdi 6ng thit ma, Thwong doc md, Tra md, sao Hy Ma

(Pégasse), Song Ma, Hiéu 1y tw ma, Dai tw ma, Phit ma, ma chwoc, thwong ma phong, co
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ngea, cd nguea, 1én voi xudng nguwea, ddu trau mit ngwa, bop ddi nguea, thing rudt ngwa, nguwa
90, cao ngwea bach, thit ngwa, té ngwea, dn xe ngwa, 1y ngwa 6, ngwa 6, ngwa hi, thd tho ngwa tréu
vua, vanh mong ngua...

Théng ngay tr6i nhanh, da bao giong nudc chay qua cau Phut Xuan khién cho doi nguwoi
thu lai ngan chang khéc nao bong ciu qua cira s6’ sinh véi vl tru ménh mang va mién
vién:

Phan son tai tudn phong xa ma,
Cung nir duyén ta xé'ngwa ciu.
(Phan Van Dat)

Nhung c6 thitc 1au méi biét dém dai vi rang trueong do tri ma luec, sy ctru kiéh nhan tam.

D4t 1kra 1én dé tan hwong cho tron ngay dau Xuan vi Xuan bat tai lai. Xuan Canh Ngo,

1990 lai trd vé theo vong quay cua trai dat, gitra luc dat troi dang o trong tiét Lap Xuan

chuyén minh d6i méi. Cé gia di trwdc nam thang thi chiic hoi xuan tro lai cho sung stec

dé€ gép phan xay dung dat nwdce giau manh, khéng phu véi an diee cao day cua T tién
con Rong chau Lac.

N&m Canh Ngo 1990 phai 1a ndm Ngua héa rong nhue hinh tweong con LONG MA &
treong Qudc Hoc Hué. Binh phong Long Ma dugc dung lén gan mot thé ky va Bac Ho6
yéu quy cta chtiing ta da tir ngdi treong lich st nay, nam 1908 dau tranh chong thué
trede Toa kham Hué va nam 1911 da di tim duong cttu nude. Dat troi Thuan Hoéa xua,
Thtra Thién-Hué nay va ca dat troi Viét Nam virng mot niém tin:

Xa tic lwdng hoi lao thach ma
Son ha thién c6' dién kim du

dich la:

Xd tic hai phen bon nguea dd,
Non song ngan thuo vitng du vang.
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Nghiép ctaa con ngua

Rdn truon da hét nam, Ngua hay dwa Xudn veé.

Nguea trén Ciru Dinh Hué’

Chuyén lién quan dén con ngya thi qua nhiéu. Trong diém cta bai viét thu tom giam
trir thanh ba tiéu muc: 1. Pac sac ctia loai ngua; 2. Cai dirc ciia con ngua; 3. Nghiép cua
con ngua

I. NHUNG NET PAC SAC CUA LOAI NGUA
1.1. Loai ngua

Nam Gidp Ngo - 2014, con ngua gitt vai tro hanh khién, quan sat viéc thé gian trong
mot ndm. Trong 12 con gidp, ngwa la loai vat dac dung va oai phong tir viéc nha cho
dén viéc nudc.

DPbdng loai vdi con ngua ¢ con lira, con la. Lira quen mang kéo ndng, néu cho nhe thi
khong chiu di. La 1a loai lai gidng gitra ngwa va lira. Dan gian noi trong ngua hoa liva.
Ltra va la khong anh diing nhu ngya von da ndng, da tai. Vi vay, ngua dugc xé€p vao
loai gia stc, than can voi con ngwoi. Trdu, chd, ngwa, dé, ga, lon 1a luc suc, mdi con cb
tieng cach thire phuc vu doi séng con nguoi. Mbi loai lam mét viéc theo phan dinh rach
roi ma tao hda da ban cho. Vat 16n vat nho déu c6 mot ngon ngheé tai gidi riéng biét.

Vong quay cua dat troi 1dy 6 con gidp dy quan sat viéc thé gian tirng nam mét, cung voi
6 con vat khac la: cop, tho, rong, rin, khi, chudt.

b1 12 vong quay/ ndm tao thanh mét giap. Dua vao 10 thién can va 12 dia chi d€ dinh
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nam, dinh thang, dinh ngay, dinh gio phan minh. Nguoi xura dyra vao ngay thang nam
sinh ctia tiing nguoi d€ doan van ménh bang 14 s& ti vi. Pling/ sai con tuy theo tri tué
va dirc hanh cua thay tudng s6 va nguoi dugc doan giai. Ba cd 101 két rat minh triét
Viét: Twong bat cdp s6, s0'bat cdp dirc hodc phiic chii Ijc thiy.

Khoa ttt vi & Nhat Ban tién bo vi c6 nhiéu nguoi hanh nghé gan xem nhu nha nghién
cteu khoa hoc, ¢4 tri thire dap ting nhu cau giai ma mét phan vé van héa tam linh cho
con nguroi. Nam 1968 dang trén da bién khoa tit vi thanh mot nganh ngon cua khoa hoc
dén miic d6 90%, thién ha khong con xem khoa ti vi la di doan, mé tin nita. Cling nhu
thé, khoi thuy khoa cham cttu, khoa thoi mién bi xem 1a mé tin thi non hai tram nam tré
lai day dwoc stra sai va khéng dinh cham cttu 1a khoa hoc, ché khong con bi 1én 4n la
pht thuy. C6 04i &m khong! Anh sdng ctia khoa hoc da minh oan, mo trdi nhitng oan
khién cho nguoi hanh nghé cham cttu. Nha bac hoc Albert Einstein da tung viét: Khoa
hoc khong ton gido thi hoi hot; ton gido khong khoa hoc 1a mu quang.(2)

1.2. Ddc diém ciia ngua

Tl con ngwa hoang, cao bdi hodc nai ngua sdng bang nghé nudi ngua da thuan hda,
bién ngwa hoang, ngwa chudng thanh gia stic gom 6 loai: trau, ché, ngua, dé, ga, lon ma
ngua 1a oai phong hon ca. Thoi c6 dai B4 Ly Hé nudi ngua gioi ma lam dén chire T€
tedng. Trinh Kiém tir mot linh cit co ngira, nudi ngra ma tro thanh Thai s dudi thoi
Lé Trung Hung.

Ma (B) 1a ngua, am Béc Kinh 1a Ma. Day 1a ngon ngit hinh twong. Cac chit trong Gidp
cOt van va kim van déu giong hinh dang mot con ngua s6ng dong, mdt va bom dai lam
nodi bat dic diém cuaa loai ngwa.(3)

Than mang con ngya oai phong va da nang, giau y nghia ndi trdi vi ngwa chay nhanh;
ngua chuyén chd hang hda ndng di duong dai, ngira kéo xe song ma, tt ma; ngua dua
thu; ngua chién ddu... Lam trai chét ¢ sa trwong, 1dy “da nguea boc thiy”(4) la vinh danh,
vinh du; con chét trén givong phu nit la nhuc nha. Ngay nay cho du van minh téi may
tang may, ngura van dugc dung d€ dan chao, dén rudc qudc khach c6 tam cd tham
viéng 1an nhau gifta cdc nudc trén thé gidi.

Ngua oai phong chi vi cac ddc diém sau day: ngua c6 mat dém (¢ khuyu chan trudce),
khong c6 mat, va mot mong. Co ngua tdt va cling c6 ngua xau. Sach xem tudng ngua
goi 1a “Tudng ma kinh”. Theo sach nay thi “Nguwa t6t cin dweoc dau to, vudng; mt sing;
xwong sdng cieng; bung thon; bon chan dai; quing mdt cao; miii to; dau mili c6 chit vieong (E);
trong mom dé; ong xwong chin tron, dai; tai gan nhau ma vénh vé dang trudc, vai nhdé ma
day”.(5)
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Ngua tot phai hoi da 12 ddc tinh vé hinh dang thé hién cai than thai vira ké 6 bén trén.
C6 3 hang nguoi, c6 3 hang vat. Nguoi xua quen goi ngua hay, nga tot la tuan ma nhw
ngwa Xich Thd, Bach M4, Kim Ma. That thanh thoat khi dung danh tir “ma théng” (FHi&
) d€ goi nudc thai theo dwong ti€u tién cua loai ngwa. Nguoi cé cai dau 6c “ma thuong”

da phién dich cd vén, c6 st phai chiu khd cong tra di, xét lai, thAm chi c6 khi phai san

sang tham nhéap vao gidi binh dan dé€ tim hiéu, hoc hoi theo tinh than “bdt si ha vin”.

Dung nhu 6 nhan day bao: Loi néi 1a “tac”, 1a phép tac dé thuyét phuc nguoi nghe,
nguoi doc.

Sau cung phai ké dén mot ddc diém khac cua loai ngwa 1a ngwa c6 mdt dai, khi di hoac
khi chay, khi phi thi chuyén chti nhin thang vé phia treéc. TAc pham Luc siic tranh
cong c6 cau: “Dd'mdt ai dai bang mdt ngwa” .(Viét mdt day nhu trén mang internet 1a sai).

II. CAIDUC CUA CON NGUA
2.1. Long trung thanh cua ngua

Ngua la mot sinh vat, mot dong vat duoc thuan hoa, duoc huan luyén dé€ phuc vu dan
sinh trong van chuyén, chién dau, 1& nghi va ca trong nghé thut trinh dién nhu dua
ngua, xiéc ngua, dong phim... Cong nang phuc vu cta loai ngwa c6t d€ phung su dan
sinh hanh phtic. Nguoi xura goi d6 1a cai Pie ctia con ngura; nguoi Au Chau goi 1a
“Vertu”(6) ma nguoi dau tién 1a Platon da viét trong tac pham La République (ché do
Cong hoa).

Trung thanh véi cht la phadm chat cao quy nhat ctia loai ngwa. Dan gian thuong noéi: “O
cho dikc mdc sirc ma dn” hodc “Nguoi trong cdy hanh ma choi/ Ta trong cdy divc dé doi cho mai

4

sau .

Trong lich stt chong ké thut xam luoc, da c6 nhitng con ngwa chién cho than xac ctia cht
tudng da chét trén minh ngwa hodc bi trong thuwong vé noi an toan dé roi cung song
chét theo véi vi tudng quan. Vi vay ma ngua duoc chon cdt hda than d€ ding chau bén
lang mo cua twéng quan ma chinh ngwa da tan trung theo pho sudt mot doi ngwoi, mot
doi ngua chién.

Qudc vin gido khoa thw do cac tac gia DO Than, Tran Trong Kim... bién soan da ké lai
chuyén mot ngwoi Muong tai hang ttr mién cao xudi vé cho ban, mai mé chuyén giao
hang cho khach mua dé&n ndi quén 14y tién. Phéc 1én yén ngua, giat cwong nhung nguwa
nhat thiét khong chiu di. Ngac nhién! Ngua sao ndi chudng ky vay. Nguoi Muong nhé
lai, ben xudng ngua tim nguoi giao hang dé 14y tién. D6 la pham tinh trung thanh cua
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loai ngwa da song c6 nghia véi chi nuoi.
2.2. Y nghia biéu trung ciia ngua

Ngoi trén minh ngua duoc goi b?!mg thuat ngtt “ma thwong”, 1én ngya la “thwong ma”.
Thanh ngt “Ma thuong dAc thién ha” ¢ nghia la ngdi trén minh ngya ma lam nén viéc,
khong nhitng viéc binh ma ké ca viéc ban budn. Thuong triedong ngay nay con la chién
treong. Lam nén viée 16n, nguoi xwra dién ta ly twong dy thanh t tu thanh ngr “Ma ddo
thanh cong”.

Vi ngwa cé nghia véi chti cho nén duwoc nguredi doi tac twong ngua bang gb quy, bang d4
dé tho hodc diing chau bau ¢ lang tam, dén dai, cung dién. C6 tranh ngua dé tang
khach, tdng ban, ngam y chic phtc, chic tung thanh cdng trong dwong kinh doanh va
trong binh nghiép lam rang r& non song.

Chién thang quan xam lugc Nguyén Mong, toan dan han khong quén hinh anh ngua da
duoc cham khic & khu lang mo cua 2 vua: Tran Thai Tong, Tran Thanh Téng & Chiéu
Lang thuoc tinh Thai Binh ngay nay.

Xa tac ludng hoi lao thach ma3,
Son ha thién c6 dién kim au. (7)

Dich:

Xa tic hai lin phién ngwa dd,
Non song nghin thuo vitng du vang.

Kim au la cdi binh vang. Ngwoi xua khéo vi von nurdc nha nhw mot cai binh vang. Kim

au con duoc dat tén cho mot ngon nui ¢ tinh Thanh Héa vi nghia bong ctia danh tir nay

da noéi ro “dat dai ciia nede nha dwgc tron ven”. Co tac gia xua 1dy bat hiéu Trung Hiéu
Than Tién da giai thich y nghia ctia danh tir “kim au” bang hai cau tho: Nghin nim gii

1y kim du/ C6 gian trudn méi phong lwu ldu ngay. Nghia bong ctia Kim au la dat nudc, la

t0 qudc. Khong tim hiéu y nghia cta tit ¢d nay thi khong thé nao hi€u va tham y vi cua
chat tho ctia bac d€ vewong nhan hau. Be‘”mg khong thi chi hiéu, chi phéan tich hai cau tho
ctia cAu ddi mot cdch mo mang, theo 18i dién ndm ma thoi. Thi ra trong tho ¢ nhac, ¢6
hoa, c6 dién duwoc dién xudt bang tht1 phap ¥ tai ngdn ngoai ctia mdt cong 4n ctia vua

Tran Nhan Tong.

[II. NGHIEP CUA CON NGUA
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3.1. Nghiép

Mdi hanh vi ctia con ngudi c6 tac y déu tao ra nghiép (3). Goc tich cta tir “nghiép”
duoc Ttr dién o tén goi “Tim vé cdi nguodn chit Han” ctia Ly Lac Nghi ¢ trang 454, sach
xuat ban nam 1997 nhu hinh vé dwdi day:

Chit nghiép (%) von chi manh gd bac ngang qua gia treo nhac khi thoi xua, khac thanh
hinh rdng cua, dung dé€ treo chudng, khanh... Kinh Thi: Lap nghiép (gid treo), lap day
treo chudng, cai nga, cim 16ng. Sau cting chi van bao vé sach va van né twong. Nghia
mo rong thanh “hoc hanh”, “nghiép vu”, “chttc nghiép”, “san nghiép”, “co nghiép”
v.v.(8) Vi vay ma dan gian noi: “Sinh nghe, tir nghiép”. Ai ai cing phai hoc nghé dé tu
thanh nghé nuoi than va gép phan gitp ich cho xa hoi. Ca dao ¢ cau: Con nguwoi la ké
hoc nghé/ Ma thidy la ndi é ché don dau. Phai kho luyén maéi thanh nghg, c6 tay nghé cao,

vi: Nhat nghé tinh, nhat than vinh.

3.2. Nghiép theo Phdt gido

Nha Phat dich tir karma ra tiéng Viét la nghiép (3) c6 nghia la hanh vi ¢6 tac y, ¢6 chu
dich.

Néi r6 hon, nguoi ta thwong néi “nghiép chwong ning no”. “Nghiép” la cdi nhan nay
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sinh ra “qua”. Tam nghiép toi la khau nghiép, than nghiép va y nghiép. Theo ttr dién

Han Viét cua Thiéu Chtru thi khdu nghiép do nhan ac boi miéng gay ra. Than nghiép,
nhén ac boi than lam ra; Y nghiép béi y lam ra. Con tic nghiép la nghiép ac do kiép

triede da lam, khién cho kiép nay phai chiu khé. Lam diéu thién goi la thién nghiép.(9)

Tiéu phdm “Phu day con” ctia Mac Dinh Chi gém 205 cau, mdi cau 4 chit dwoc xem
nhuw Kinh hoi hwéng nhin qud. Poan cudi bai phu vira la kinh nay da viét:

Nhiéu con nhiéu vo,
Phién ndo budc ta;
Tan cd ngwa cao,
Ta xem bang gic.
Anh em ndi ngoai,
An di me cha;
DE'1€ xudt gia,

Bdo on mdéi duwoc.
Hé dwong bao ngueoc,
Sdt, dao, ta dam;
T¢i nang muon ndim,
Phai chira phai bot,
Doi on troi dat,
Cha me sinh thanh
Cho gdp ché chiy
Tu hanh lam But.(10)

(Pao Duy Anh - Hué Chi dich)

Ngua da di vao kinh sach Phat gido rd nét nhat ngwa Kién Tréc. Kién con doc 1a Can (&%
) 1a cai twong ton nhat nhw Troi, nhu Vua. Trac () 1a nghiéng minh. Dong c6 chit il
cting doc la “tric” ¢6 nghia “do sau can”, liéu lvong. Hinh anh con ngya Kién Tric phi
nhanh nudc dai vuot dong song Anoma xudt gia tim dao giai thoat ctru d6 loai nguoi
va chting sanh 1a mot biic tranh tuyét dep mang sac mau thiéng liéng day vé nhiém
mau.

Binh chon vé tranh vé xwa, Lé Quy Don da viét trong pho sach Vin dai logi ngir & quyén
tht 9 ¢ twa dé Pham vat loai, ma so 47 nhu sau:

“Sach Hoa Ludn noéi: “Phép chon tranh v€, qui nhat la tranh dao Thich, roi dén nhan vat,
son thuy, hoa co, sau hét 1a tranh ngwa: Phép xem tranh, nén xem khi van truwdc tién, roi
xem bt y, xem c&t phap, vi tri, sau hét mdi xem hinh dang c6 giong khéng. D6 1a phép
chinh vé xem tranh vé”.(11)
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Dai vdi nhitng nguoi nghién ciru Phat hoc, nghé thuat van hoa Phat gido thi tranh
“Ngua Kién Trac” vueot dong Anoma 1a biec tranh tuyét thé. Trong kién tric chiia ¢6 6
lang qué hoac do thi, bttc tranh v6 gia nay dugc cham khéc, kham mé sanh & mit tién

trén vach tuong cua Tién duong la vi 1€ &y. Ton vinh va sung thuong tranh ngwa déu cd

o s0: €0 ly r6i mdi ¢d su. Tim cho ra cdn co cua su ly nay that 1a mot diéu ly thu dé

thuyét minh cho du khach dén tham chua Hué, chua Viét Nam. That long ma ndi,
chiing ta dang thiéu nhitng hudéng dan vién du lich chiu khé di vao chuyén sau dé tra

101 nhitng thic méc, van nan cta du khach.

No6i vé dé tai “NGHIEP CUA LOAI NGUA” thi khon cung. Dau xuan Giap Ngo, xin
tuyén chon mot sO nét tiéu biéu lién quan dén con ngua, dén loai ngwra, dén biéu trung
cua hinh twong ngwa trong c6 st va Phat st d€ 6n cd'tri tin va tim thdy sdng 1én hon
minh triét Viét. Dong giong Tién Rong bao gio cling 1dy so hoc d€ gido hoa va canh tan
dat nuwdce theo da tién bd va van minh ctuia thoi dai:

Hoc nhu nghich thiy hanh chu bat tién tac thoai,
Tam tua binh nguyén tau ma di phdng nan thau.(12)

Dich la:

Hoc nhw chéo thuyén niwedc nguoc, khong tién thi thoi;
Tam twa ngua chay dong bang, dé phéng khé dieng.

Thiét nghi, d6 la chia khda vang dé€ sém chdn hung va bai trir cac té doan, té nan xa hoi,

tiéu cuc gido duc ma nhanh chéng vuot qua moi thach thie trong thoi dai méi dé€ To
qudc Viét Nam ngay mdi rang 1 trén thé gisi.
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Bi an tuc tho ngwa ¢ Hué

Qua lang kinh vin ho4, ngya dugc xem 1a biéu tugng ctia su tai 1¢c, thanh cong, sw
trung thanh, nhanh nhen. Hon nita, hinh anh con ngya tung vo6 hy vang, bi€u twgng
cho su kiéu hanh, tu do va thanh khiét.

Nhitng con ngua degc tho ¢ Hué'thwong co phong thii rat uy nghi

Khé c¢6 mét dia phuwong nao lai ¢d biéu teong vé ngua trong van héa nhiéu nhw Hué.
Dén Hué, du khach sé bat gap hinh teong ngua & khap noi, déc biét 1a tai cac di tich.

Ngua duoc thd nhu con vt linh thiéng, gdm ngua d4, ngua gidy va ngua gb; mau sac
cht yéu d6 va trang tuong trung cho mot vi than.

Vi sao dan Hué ton tho ngwa?
bén Hu€ vao nam Gidp Ngo 2014, du khach hay danh chut thoi gian d€ di dén cac lang
tAm va bo mot chit thoi gio d&€ ngam cac con ngua da.

ac lang tam triéu Nguyén dén thoi diém hién tai van con hién ton 10 teong ngua da
nguyén ban. Trong d6, lang Gia Long, lang Minh Mang, lang Thiéu Tri, lang Dong
khanh, lang Khai Dinh moi lang van con luu gitt dugc 2 teong ngura da. Riéng lang Tw
Dtic thi hai tuong ngura ¢4 duoc lam lai sau nay nhung van dam bao tinh nguyén ban
khi xay dung.

Nguoi dan Hué€ quan niém, & trén troi cao, gitta dan gian va am phu cac diee thanh
cling dung ngua d€ di chau, di hanh dao nén khi ho dat am miéu tho ciing phai tho
ngua thé hién long thanh kinh ctia minh déi véi cac vi than thanh cua dat nudc, nhitng
vi thanh da c6 cong md mang bo cdi, gitt vitng binh yén cho dat nudc. Cho nén, cac am,
canh, miéu 6 Hué, nguoi dan déu tho ngua.
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Tai cac dinh chua, dién tho, miéu mao ¢ Hué, hinh anh Long Ma (ngua héa rong) cling
duoc trang tri ton nghiém. Hinh anh ngwa héa rong thuong duoc khac hoa hay dtc
twong trén cac vat thé nhu binh phong, hoanh phi d€ vira trang tri chon ton nghiém,

vita c6 cong dung phong thuy trir ta, khir trzge. Nhung nhiéu nhat van 1a trén cac biic
binh phong.

Cé dén gan 100% dan s6 ¢ Hu€'lap am, miéu d€ tho, tir trong nha ra dén san, trong s6
cac am miéu pho bién nhat la miéu tho cac ¢d, cau, 6ng chiém thanh, 6ng quan, ¢ d6 ho
déu c6 tho con ngua.

Cac kién truc truyén thong 6 Hué thuong quay mat vé hudéng Nam — la hudéng Hoa
theo quan niém Phong thuy phuwong Dong. Vay nén, d€ tranh khi doc va gié doc bay
vao nha gy hai cho gia chu, nguoi ta thwong xay btec binh phong va trang tri biéu
twong Long Ma phia truede.

Binh phong la mét "san pham dac trung” ctia xit Hué. Nguwoi Hu€ dung binh phong
ngay sau ctra ngd dé ngan chan cac loai ué€ khi va doc khi phat sinh tir cdc vat la tham
nhdp vao nha, dong thoi, khién cho cdn nha trd nén &m cung, an toan hon. Va linh vat

duoc chon lya d€ trang tri trén binh phong x& Hué nhiéu nhat chinh la long ma.

Hinh anh Long Ma da dwgc chon lam biéu tugng cho Festival Hué ké tir nam 2002, 1a
phéc hoa cua hinh anh Long M3 & btec binh phong truéce treong Qudc Hoc Hué cling ¢6
1€ vi cac dac tinh néu trén.

Tha vi su tich "Ngwa Thugng T®"
Trong bai hat "Rat Hué" cia minh, nhac si V6 T4 Han da thira nhan con gai Hué c6 mot
cai gi d6 e then, khép nép, diu dang nhung sau lang la: Da thura, ngot lim ai mé say/Em
di got nhe xanh hon c6/Va hoi thd mém swong khoi bay.

Tuy nhién, @ Hué, khi ndi vé mdt nguroi dan ba hung dit, ¢ 101 an tiéng noi thd 16, cie
chi viing vang, nguoi ta thuong vi ke d6 nhu "Con ngira Thwong T".

Vay vi sao lai c6 nguyén cd nay, chac han du khach dén Hu€ ai cling mudn sé c6 dip tan
mat tim hiéu.

Nguyén nhan bat dau tir dja diém c6 tén 1a Dong Nam Moén. Dong Nam Mén nam 6
goc bong Nam Kinh Thanh. So di ctta ¢6 tén goi la Thuong Tt ngay xua, ¢ gan bén
trong ctra thanh nay (khoang vi tri Treong Tiéu hoc Tran Qudc Toan hién nay), triéu
dinh da thiét 1ap mot co quan tén la Vién Thugng T, chuyén trong coi viéc nudi ngua
dé kéo xe cho vua.
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Nhitng con ngua nay thuong 1a dit dan nén phai do ddi phi ky vé va khinh ky vé nudi
day, huan luyén cho ngua tré nén thuan. Nguoi dan ba dit dan Itic nao ciing Iong 1én
nhu ngua chiing duoc vi nhw la "Con ngua Thuong T¢'". Dan gian goi riét roi thanh thoi
quen cho dén tan bay gio.

Va ctra Bong Nam vi ¢ gan khu Thuong T nén ciing duoc nguoi dan goi ludn la ctra
Thuong T, khong ai con d€ y dén hai chtt Pong Nam ghi trén vong lau nira.
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Ngua va... thang rudt ngua!

Ngua khong gin giii nguoi Viét bang triu. Ngua chi biét kéo xe, khong biét kéo cay.
Ngua con bi khién trach 1a khéng chiu tham gia khé kha chén chi chén anh. Pao mit
nhin quanh chi thiy nao 14u dé, bé thui, nao doéi chd, cat heo, nao...

"Thinh Giong” - tranh son mai cuia HS Nguyén Tw Nghiém

Tuy vay, ngua chwa phai la hoan toan vo tich sy. Ngwoc lai, ngira dong mot vai tro
quan trong trong doi sdng tam linh cua nguoi Viét.

Than thoai cta ta c6 cau bé lang Phu Bong sinh ra chang néi chang cuwoi, tro tro, nghe tin
vua tim ngroi cttu nedc, béen vuon vai hda thanh chang trai cao 16n. Chang xin vua cho
dtic mot con ngwa sat dé€ di dep gidc An. Gidc tan...

Ao nhung céi lai Linh-san
Thodt da thodt no trin hoan Ién tién.
(Pai Nam qudc st dién ca)

Hinh anh dep tuyét voi. Dep gidc, gitt nudc, ciru dan. Gidc tan, Thanh Gidng cudi ngura
sat bay 1én troi. Phai la thanh méi hanh dong... nhu vay.

Tuc truyén vua Ly Thai T6 (1010 - 1028) xay thanh Thang Long ct bi lin, d6. Xay mai
khong dwoc. Vua phai sai cic quan dén cau dao tai dén Long D6. Lé vira xong thi cd
mot con ngua trang (Bach Ma) tit trong dén di ra, chay mot vong r6i tro vé dén. Vua

ben ha 1énh bit xay thanh theo dau chan ngua chay.

Thanh Thing Long dwoc hoan thanh. Vua phong Bach Ma 1a t&i linh thuong dang than,
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Thanh Hoang cua thanh Thang Long.

Ngura ngu tri trong tin ngudng dan gian. Tinh, dién trong nha, hay goc da, goc me, hdc
da ngoai duong dugc chon lam noi nhang khoi tho cac 6ng hoang, ba chua, cau quan.
Ban tho luén c6 vai con ngua dé€ cac ngai dung lam phuong tién di chuyén.

Tt ngay nuwdc ta bi Phap d6 ho, dan ta bat dac di phai lam quen véi ngoai hinh, noi tang
clla ngua.

Xua kia, ai vO phtc phai ddo tung dinh (dén toa an), thi sé€ dwoc biét cai vanh mong
ngwa. Vanh bang gb cao dd mot mét, hinh ban nguyét. Trong gidng hinh miéng sat déng
dwdi mong chan ngua (fer a cheval). Bi can ding trong vanh nghe quan toa budc t0i,
thay cai bao chtra.

Mot dao, thanh nién Ha N6i dua nhau cit toc ngé'm. MOt hili cua (court). Mai toc chi con
nhu cai méng chan (sabot) ngwa. Goi la dau moéng nguea.

Vao khoang nhitng nam 1960, Sai Gon ¢6 mot téc dudi nguwa (queue de cheval). Cac co cot
mé téc thé thanh cai dudi ngrra con con. Nhiin nhay, rung rinh... O mé ly, mé ly doi ta!

Bén canh nga than thoai, ngya ctia tin ngudng dan gian hay ngua cta doi song hang
ngay, phai ké thém mdy con ngua ctia van hoc. Moi con mot sd phéan.

C6 con mang vé dep oai hung:

- Ao chang d6 twa rang pha
Nguea chang sdc tring nhu Lo tuyét in
(Chinh phu ngam)

C6 con dong 16a véi chu, lam chuyén lén lat:

- Cung nhau len buéc xudng liu
Song song ngwa truwdc ngua sau mot doan
(Kiéu)

Co6 con hay tu hao, tu ton:

O! nidy, nidy, tao bio chiing bay
D6 'mat ai dai bang mdt nguea?
(Luc suc tranh cong)

166



Ngua khoe cai mat dai thong véi ddm trau, chd, dé, ga, lon cung hoi cung thuyén.
Khong biét rang duwdi con mat ctia ngudi ngoai thi mdt ngua... thdy ma phat khiép!

Nguoi ndch thiwdc, ké tay dao
Didu trdu mdt ngwa ao ao nhuw soi.
(Kiéu)

(Diu trau mat ngwa la bon quy st dudi dia nguc. Nghia den chi bon hung ac vo luong
tam).

Nguoc lai, c6 con mang mac cam tu ti. Ty ha thap minh mot cach hoi qua dang.

Téu ring: “H6 phdn ngu si,
Dem long khuyén ma dén nghi bé’'song”.
(Nhi o mai)

(Khuyén ma la ché va ngua. Hai gidng vat c6 nghia, mén chu).

Tai sinh chuwa dirt hiong thé
Lam than trdu nguwa dén nghi triic mai.
(Kiéu)

(Theo thuyét luan hdi ctia dao Phat, nguoi nao ltc séng mac no ai ma khong tra, thi chét
r6i, dau thai lai lam thin trdu nga d€ tra cho hét ng).

C6 con xd than vi dai nghia:

- Nam 1422, Tram (Lé Loi) thu binh tré vé nai Chi Linh, quan si tuyét lwong hon hai
thdng, chi dao ré cay, hai rau va mang dé &n do d6i ma thoi. Tram lam thit bdn thét voi
va ca ngua ctia minh cudi d€ nuodi quan si, thé ma thinh thoang van c6 ké b trén...”
(Lam Son thec luc).

C6 Con ngwea gia ciia chita Trinh (Phung Cung, 1956) chét tham thuong.

Ngoai ra, bén 1é van hoc con c6 mét con... ¢d van dé. That khong? Ngua cling c6 van dé
a?

Ta c6 thanh ngtt Thing rudt ngiea. Ngén gon nhung... khé hiéu. Chi ¢ 3 tir ma con than
khé hiéu a? Chiu kho lat sach ra...
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- Tw vi Huynh Tinh Ctia (1895), tir dién Génibrel (1898) khong c6 Thing rudt ngua.

- Tuc ngik phong dao ctia Nguyén Van Ngoc (1928), Thanh ngit tiéng Viét cia Nguyén Luc
- Luong Van Dang (1978) c6 Thing nhw rudt ngua.

- Viégt Nam tw dién cua hoi Khai Tri Tién DPtec (1931) lai ¢6 Ngay rudt ngua.

- Tir dién tiéng Viét caa Hoang Phé (1988), Tir dién thanh ngit va tuc ngir Viét Nam ctia
Nguyén Lan (1989) c6 Thang rudt ngua.

Thanh ngi Thiang rudt ngwa va cac bién thé dugc giai nghia 1a: Nghi thé nao thi néi ra
nhu thé, khong gidu giém, khong né nang. Céi mé va thang than. Tinh tinh thang than,
bdc truec.

Néi gon lai, Thing rudt ngiea nghia 1a thang than, néi thang.

Thé nhung, ai cling biét rfang rudt ngwoi, rudt chd, rudt ga, rudt bo hay rudt ngwa, rudt
nao ciing... khong thang. B rudt, bd d6 long nao ciing duoc sap xép long vong, udn éo
trong bung con vat, con nguroi.

Ching ta c6 thé loai bo hai cau Thing nhw rudt ngwa va Tinh thang dudt nhw rudt
nguwa (Hoang Phé, thi du cta tir Thing dudt) vi thing nhw cai khdng thang la mot dieu
chua ai chitng minh dugc. Cac tac gia da chép thira chx nhuw.

Con lai hai thanh ngit c6 nghia giéng nhau 1a Thing rudt nguwa va Ngay rudt ngua.
Xin ban vé cau Thing rudt ngua.

Tl trude dén nay, nguoi ta thuong hiéu cau nédi duwoc chia thanh hai phan: Thing/rudt
ngwra. Phan chia nhw vay vira dung ngir phdp tiéng Viét vira dé hidu. Chi phién mot
diéu la... thang nhu cdi khong thang. Mot nghich li khé chting minh!

Chi con mét cach chia khéc 1a Thing rudt/ngua.

- Chia cat ki€u gi ng6 nghinh vay? Rugt ngua bi chia hai, chang c6 nghia gi!

Thing rudt nghe mudn. .. 16n rudt. Ngua dting mot minh lo 1do vo duyeén! Thing
rudt/ngira hoan toan khong cé... ban sac Viét Nam!
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- Da, dang vay. Thang rudt ngya khong phai 1a tiéng Viét cia nguoi Viét!
1) Thang rudt 1a dich tir chit Han Tryec trueong.

Truc trwong nghia 1a: Rudt gan ngay thang. Tén mot ching bénh &n vao thi di ta ra
ngay, tuong nhw dai truong thang tudt, nén khong gitt dwoc d6 an (Ti diéi Dio Duy
Anh).

Thuec t€ thi khong c6 rudt nguoi hay rudt stic vat nao théng ca. Vivay, Thtfng rudt chi
dugc dung theo nghia bong. Dao Duy Anh cling néi 18 1a tubng nhw dai treong thang
tuot.

Thing rudt (Tw dién Khai Tri Tiéi Dikc goi la Ngay rudt) nghia bong 1a rudt gan
ngay thing hay long da ngay thang. Trong bung nghi thé nao thi ndi thang ra nhuw thé,
khong gidu giém. Rugt gan, long da dwgc dung d€ chi tdm tinh con nguoi. Rugt gan, long
da, tdm tinh khong dat ra van dé thing nhu.

May cach giai nghia ctia cac hoc gia con thiéu sét. V6 tinh hay ¢0 y cac hoc gia chi giai
nghia hai tr Thang rudt va da bé roi mat tir ngua.

2) Ngua cta thanh ngi Thang rudt ngua la... ngwa Tay, nguwa thue dan. Ngua nay khong
biét kéo xe, khong ham chay dua. Ngwa nay chi d€ cudi choi trong phong,.

Tiéng Phap phan biét ngua dwc (cheval), ngya cai (jument). Ngua cai (jument) dugc van
chuwong goi 1a cavale (g6c tiéng Y 1a cavalla). Cavalla (gidng cai) va Cavallo (gidng durc)
ctia tiéng Y con dé ra may tir cta tiéng Phap nhu cavalerie (ki binh), cavalier (ki
si), cavaleur (may Ong di tan gai), cavaliére (dwoc Viét hoa thanh ca-ve, gai nhay) v.v.

Vong vo mot hoi maéi thay ngua (cdi) ¢ didy mo ré md voi gdi nhdy.

Mady em ca-ve, nhay trén san khong du song, phai nhay ca lén givong. Thé la... ca-ve bi
bién dang, trd thanh gai diém. Tr d6, nghia la tit ngay thuc dan Phép cai tri dan
ta, ngua (tiéng Viét khong phan biét ngwa duc hay ngua cai) duwgc dung dé€ 4am chi
bon me tdy, di tdy (Nguyén Khuyén goi la Tdy ki). Chang bao 1au ngua ctia tay chay ca
vao lang xém binh déan cta ta. Cudi thé ki XIX ngua dung dinh di vao sach vo.

Tw vi Huynh Tinh Ciia c6 cau Thua ngya mét cdi dudi nghia la dam duc qua (tiéng mang).

Tir dién Génibrel c6 Nét ngua: am chi nguoi dan ba lang loan, sa doa (de moeurs légeres,
débauchée). Di ngua: dan ba thd 16, ha cap (poissarde).
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Cac ba thoi thuegng trong Nam bat dau 16n tiéng chtri nhau 1a d6 nguea, hay di ngua.

Nam 1931, Nguyén Cong Hoan viét Nguwa nguedi va nguoi ngua, ké chuyén dém giao
thtra, anh phu xe tay bi co gai diém ltra.

Nguwa nguwoi am chi co gai diém. Nguwoi ngwea (homme-cheval) la anh phu kéo xe tay. Hai
loai ngwa dac san ctia thoi Phap thudc.

R6t cude, Thing rudt ngwa nghia 1a long da ngay thiang cia gdi dié, hay 1a néi thing, néi
that nhuw gdi diém.

- Troi dat quy than oi! Di diém ciing néi thang, néi that sao?
- Con lau! Thing rudt ngia phai dwoc "hiéu ngdm" theo mot cach khéc!
Trwdc khi tra 10i, dé nghi duoc lac dé chut xiu.

Ngudi xwa 6 cau Thit tha ldi trau va Thit tha ldi budn. Ai cling biét rang 1ai budn, nhat 1a
lai trau, déu ndi diéu, ndi lao, ltra ddi khach hang dé kiém loi. Khdng c6 1ai trau hay lai
budn that tha. That tha ldi trdu hay Thdt tha ldi buén la mot cdch néi cham biém, hai huwdc,
tuong ty nhw Ve ndi nguoc:

Bong béng thi chim/ G6 lim thi ndi/ Pao ao bang chdi/ Quét nha bang mai...

Bao gid cho dén thang ba/ Ech cin 6 riin tha ra ngoai dong. ..

Ai khong thich "giéu do" thi n6i: Thét tha ciing thé'ldi trau/ Yéu nhau ciing thé nang diu me
chong.

Ngudi xira quan niém rang gai diém ciing gian déi nhuw 14i budn. Khong c6 gai diém
ngay that.

Nghe cac em "gidi bay tam su" thi tinh canh em nao ciing dang thuwong. Cha chét, me
binh, mot 1d em tho. Phai bé nha, bo qué, 1én tinh ki€m song, goi tién vé nudi gia dinh.
Em méi "di" dwoc mot tuan. May sao bira nay gap dwgc anh hao hoa phong nha...

Anh nghe ma mu6n rét nuwdc mat...

Thing rudt ngwa mudn khuyén may dng hoi bi bay buém, lang bang phai coi chiing
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"rudt gan ngay thang... cia ca-ve". Chang khéc gi ngudi mién Nam ngay truedc khuyén
nhau dting tin 107 hita cudi cua may dng by hét ra lwa.

Gai diém long da khong ngay thang. Cudi khong gitt 101 hira. Lai budn khong that tha.
Thanh ngir Thang rudt ngwa phai dwoc hiéu nguoc, hiéu theo 18i néi cham biém.

Thing rudt nguwa 1a két qua chong chéo ctia ba nén vin hoéa Tau, Tay va Ta. Y nghia
quanh co chit khong thiang dudt nhu nguoi ta thwong lam tuong, hidu sai.

- Anh Tich phai nan ni mai. Ciing béi Ut hay néi 16 la thang rudt ngwa nén anh sg
(Nguyén Thi, Nguoi me cim sing).

Nha van mudn khen c6 Ut, nhung e rang c6 nguoi hiéu la ¢6 Ut dang bi ché.
Néi thing nhung dtng néi... thing rudt ngua!

Rac r&i qua! Néi thang, néi that... khé néi qua!
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Dé va biéu twong cuia dé

Ngay xuan con dai, xin ké vai mau chuyén dé tiéu biéu trén dat kinh ky van vat c6t
chi mua vui chéc lat trong hwong vi caa ngay Tét c6 truyén.

Minh hoa: Biru Chi

Mzii con goi va doc 1a Vi X, la ng6i thit 8 trong 12 con giap, déu c6 biéu tuong rat dan

da 1a Dé. Theo cach viét duwong %, 1a dé, dau 1a dé nha hay dé rieng cling vay. Tt Dé lai

con nghia riéng dé chi ngwoi da dim du 1a dan 6ng hay dan ba, gia hay tré, ngheo hay
giau, dinh hay qué.

Dim 1a mot diéu cadm thuoc ludt cdm caa doi lan dao. Thé ma cac cu tic nho doi xwa lai
bao:

"Ai dam bao chir ddm la bay
Khong dam sao lai dé ra hién”.

L& nao cac cu n6i khong ¢é ly vi thi€u co sé nhan thiec!

Ding trén cau Pht Xuan ngam nhin may troi hwong nudc, ngam nga hai cau tho cta
mot tac gia, da mot thoi cam tac vé Hué budi xa xwa duoc phan ranh trong tri tuong
twong lam hai: bén nay la toa s, bén kia 1a Nam Triéu:

" A \ g
Duc trong tam sy chim mura nang

Aindi ai nghe chuyén hy treong"
(Nguyén Vén Thu)
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Nh¢ lai 108 nam vé trudc, nam Quy Mui (1883), lich st nudc ta dién ra mot giai doan bi
thuong. Trudc hoa giac Phap gay stic ép dén tan kinh d6, vua Ty Ptec dau ndng roi mat
(16 thang 6 Quy Mui). Ttr thoi diém nay tro di, chi trong vong hon 4 thang, sy phé lap
vua xay ra lién ti€p ¢ triéu dinh Hué.

Vua Duc Dtec 16n ng6i duwgc 3 ngay thi hai 6ng Phu chinh chuyén quyén Nguyén Vin
Twong va Ton That Thuyét bit tdi, dem vua bo nguc cho chét ddi. Lang qudc cong huy
Hong Dat, em tt vua Ty Dtic, dwgc ton 1én lam vua 1ay nién hiéu la Hiép Hoa. Str sach

ghi lai rd vai chi tiét ngay 1& ding quang:

"Ngay At Hoi 1am 1é tan ton tai dién Thai Hoa. Khi Cac quan duong sép hang lay, c6
mot con chim dau trén ngon cay trude dién kéu tiéng 16n. Bén khi doc di chiéuy, lai
c6 mgt doan dé qua ciu Kim Thity. Nguoi ta cho la diéu khong t6t"®.

Thang Chap nam Quy Miii, nam cung thang tan, cong sit Phap ¢ Tau la Tricou nhan di
qua Sai Gon, duwgc chinh phu Phap ty nhiém ra Hué hd giao Hoa wéc Quy Miti (con goi
1a Hoa wéc Harmand) vao thang Chap ndm &y tttc nham ngay Tét Duong lich
(1.1.1884).

V6i Hoa woc Quy Miii ky ngay 25-8-1883 tai Hu€, gom 27 khoan, nieéc Nam mat hét chu
quyén. Nam triéu da “gui than" cho chinh phu bao h cac quyén vé ngoai giao, quan
s, tai chanh... Vua quan ta ranh viéc!

Chi trong vong hon 4 thang ma phé'lap 3 vua. Ca mot tan tuong bi 1€, mot birc tranh
van cau khong hon khong kém. Nguoi dan Viét khong ai 1a khong dau long trude van
nudc den t6i roi dung vao ndm con dé hi€m cé nay.

Chép vé loai dé, st sach da ghi lai rd nét vé tén goi va dac diém ndi bat cua loai dé nhu
sau:

"Ban thao goi la Cé' # 1a Dé #, 1a Yét #.Sach Lé ky goi 1a Nhu mao ZE E, Thiéu lao 2
. Dich kinh chti: Dé khong c6 con ngwoi ma ngd thdy. Lai c6 mét loai Dai Vi
Duwong X /E # dudi rat 16n".@

Dé dong bang c6 dudi ngan khac véi loai dé rirng dgi vi durong. Dé 1a loai thtt dwoc chon
dwa vao phuc vu chén cung vua, gan giii voi hoan quan va cung tan my nit. Hinh
twong dé duoc khic cham vao DU DINH trong hé thdng Ctru dinh bing dong dit trude
Thé miéu vao nam Minh Mang th 17(1836).
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Dé trén Curu Dinh

Ban Dgi Nam nhit thong chi thoi Ty Dtic da phan 16 hai logi dé rieng bang cach duwa vao
mau sic clia cip sitng dé:

" - Dé rirng tring sirng - Linh dirong. Ban thao goi 1a Loc linh dirong. Hoan vii ky chép ring
¢ nui cao thudc An Nam san sinh giong Linh dwong, cé6 mot sting, rat ran, c6 thé hic nat
duwoc d4 kim ceong'...

- Dé rirng den sirng- Son dwong. Ban thao goi la da dwong 1a nguyén dwong”®

Sach lai ghi thém rang ndm Nham Dan, vao dip dau Xuan nam 1842, & ngoai Hiéu lang
(lang vua Minh Mang) c6 con linh dwong tir ngudn Ta trach (ctia Song Huong) lac vé,
nguoi gitt 1ang 1ap muu bat duoc dé dem dang. Dé ring dwoc nudi lau thanh quen véi
moi treong moi vi nho duoc tiéu chudn cao do nha vua ban cdp va lai duwoc nguoi git
khéo cham soc, o bé dé€ lap cong.

Nguoi chin séc dé cho biét dé song thanh bay dan Dé cu dyc lam chuia dan ¢6 cach lam
viéc nghiém tdc, tir séng sém da kiém tra i s, roi dan dan di &n cho dén chiéu hom tim
cach dua vé sao cho du mat. Dan dé song lién két véi nhau, tao thanh siic manh tong
hop c6 thé duong dau véi chtia son 1lam. Su t, cop phai so bidy dan dé. P6 1a mot nét dac
trung ndi bat ctia loai dé dau la dé nha hay dé ring.

Cung loai thi1 ¢6 nét twong can it nhiéu véi dé la khuyén dich ndm 1a chd. Ban thao la dia
dwong. Gitra dé va cho c6 nét tuong dong trong cach goi tén. C6 1é d6 la mot trong
nhitng co s& phu vao yéu td sinh ly cau tao thanh hai loai thit dé va thit cho. Cho nén
trong dan gian da co6 cau tuc ngt: "Treo diu dé ban thit ché.” Nghia rong va thoat ctia cau
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tuc ngl nay that phong pht va da dang. Chi riéng vé lanh vuc kinh t€ san xudt, viéc
lam hang kém chat luong, hang dom cling 1a mot cach bi€u hién tinh than cau noi bat
hu cua dan gian:

"Xin dirng d¢ doi van chwong nita,
Ban cho sao ngoai lai thu dé"
(Nguyén Cong Trtz)

Duwdi khia canh Dich Iy, nha bac hoc Lé Qui Don da giai thich chung quanh cac dac
trung ctia c4c loai cAm thu ciing nhém, cting mau ma sach Dwong Coc man lyc da dan lai
thanh dudi dang tap hop:

"Stu, Mdo, Ty, Miti, Ddu, Hoi la AM, cho nén 1&y s8 chin twong thudc va dit tén nhuwe
trau 4 méng, tho 2 méng, ran 2 ludi, dé 4 moéng, heo 4 méng"®.

R6i dwa vao sach Thién sinh tiéu ludn, tac gia sach Vin dai logi ngir 1ai ghép thién can dia
chi &€ giai thich ban chat mit dé khong cé con nguoi:

"AT MUI ¢ trén la gid, ¢ ngii tang la gan, Gidp mdc sinh & Hoi, tt & Ngo, mo & Mui, cho
nén loai dé trong nguoc, khong co6 con ngwoi va 4 méng"®.

Nam Tin Miii, (1871), Nguyén Truong T6 dang 1én vua Ty Dtec ban diéu tran. Ong
dung thuyét am duong, ngt hanh dé€ 1ap luédn, chiing minh viéc thuc dan Phap xam
chiém nudc ta 1a diéu treede sau khong tranh khoi. D6 la mot cach biéu hién t6t dao lam
toi biét ban khoan truede van nuwde do den.

Vé mdt ceong thuong dao ly, dwong tic la dé ¢ y nghia bi€u tuwong dep nét, dy la duc
hy sinh, ké ca mang sdng dé ctru gitip ngwoi, ctru nguy t6 quoc. Vi y nghia cao thwong
dy trong ngti thuong cd diéu nghia. Nghia la hy sinh cai ta (cai nga) theo nghia ly rut ra
tlr chiét ty ctia tt NGHIA. Tl ndy gom chir duwong # dit trén tt NGA Z hoi y ma thanh

tit NGHIA £.... Vi viéc nghia doi hoi tw nguyén hy sinh cdi ta d€ gitip nguoi, gitp doi.
S6ng vi nga (vi minh) thi con vudng nang nghiép chuéng dé dan téi chd hep hoi, ich ky

lam mat nhan cach. Duong Chu, triét gia thoi Chién qudc, chu truong thuyét vi ky:

"Nh& mdt soi téc ma 19i cho thiép ha ciing chang lam". S6ng 6 nghia la sdng dep, chét

vinghia la chét dep. Ngan nhat trén doi la ké phi nghia, ké bat nghia.

Vi vay ma Dé dugc chon la mot trong nhitng con vat t€ than. Phan Ké Binh trong tac
pham Vi¢t Nam phong tuc nhac dén 18 tam sinh ma dtng tén goi 1a 1& Thai lao:

"Sau khi dicc Khong phu ti chét roi, dén doi vua Cao td nha Héan, méi 1én ngoi vua,
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trude hét dung 18 THAI LAO (mot con trau, mdt con bo va mdt con dé) than hanh dén t&
Ngai noi nha tho".©

Trong cac 18 t& troi, t& ton miéu, t& than hoang nguoi ta dang 18 tam sinh. Thong thuong

vi kho kiém dugc dé, ban chui t& da thay dé bang heo. Viéc chon gidng vat dé t& than da

c6 tir doi Phuc Hy, thoi Tam Hoang ngtt D€ ctia Trung Hoa. Vua Phuc Hy day dan cach
chan nuoi loai vat.

Nam Qui Mui (1823) nhan tiép st than nudc Dién Dién dén giao hao, vua Minh Mang
da som nghi duong 16i ngoai giao véi cac nudc. "Khong nén bo tinh giao hiéu ma gdy nén
sw cweu thu"?

Gitt 14y long thut dich thi chi tao thém mau thuan. Tu tuéng Ay thé hién trong tdc phdm
"Luc stic tranh cong" ra doi vao dau th€ ky 19. Chua r6 ai la tac gia, tac pham nay viét
theo thé loai tubng gdm 453 cau. Noi dung dwa ra viéc tranh ludn gitra 6 con vat: trau,
ché, ngua, dé, ga, lon... Nguwa kién dé, dé ké cong roi lai xoay ra kién ga. Tranh luédn gay
gat hda ra tranh chap quyén loi vi chura diéu hoa duwoc nhitng mau thuan. Ctia it ma
phan phdi khong cong bang, thudéng phat thiéu cong minh, co cdu nhan sy theo phe
canh chit khong vi thiee Iyre thi triede sau cling xay ra chuyén luc duc, chia ré trong noi
bd cho du khéo cach tém nhat, che gidu vi so sy that bay ra ngoai.

Vua quan ¢4 tai, c6 tuéng la diéu diém phtc cho dan, cho nuéc, loai vat cling c6 tuéng
va cling ¢ dung ctia chiing. Platon, triét gia Hy Lap thoi cd dai, d@ manh dan goi d6 la
cai dtc ctia loai vat. Sing dé rirng la vi thuSc quy, Sach Dgi Nam nhit thong chi cho biét
n6 duoc dung dé tri bénh nhiét phong va kinh gian (co giat). Lay linh dwong gidc va nhi
hong sam dem chung véi sita dé trd thanh phwong thudc bo than va tri than suy...

Dé con cung cap cho nguoi ta bo da quy va dat gid. Sach Siz Ky ctia Tw Ma Thién chép
chuyén Bd Ly Hé 1am quan dai phu nuwéc Ngu. Nudce Tan diét nudc Ngu. Ba Ly Heé bi
bat 1am nd boc dé theo hdu con gai ciia minh da ga cho Tan Muc Cong. Ba Ly Hé thdy
nhuc, bén trén sang nuwdc Uyén thi bi ngudi ¢ bién dp nuée So bat. Trong nhitng ndm
thang lao dao, 6ng phai di gitt bo. Muc Cong nghe tiéng d6ng la nguoi hién bi day doa
ben sai nguwoi dem nim bg da dé cdi mau den chudc vé phong cho lam tuéng qudc. Do d6
nguoi ta goi ong Heé 1a "ngh ¢6 dai phu" : quan dai phu nim by da dé cdi®

Bén canh cdc s¢ dung, loai dé c6 nhitng di tudng. D6 la twdng troi sinh goi dung chit
nghia 1a ban chat tién thién. Néu rudt ngua thang thi rudt dé hep va uan khic. Theo
twdng s6, nguoi nao duoc ram don trang rudt dé la nguoi c6 long da dang so nhu nguoi
c6 rudt cho vay.
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Gidi sanh diéu an udng da biét cach lam va ch€ bién cac mon an tir dé nhw dé tdi, tiét
canh dé, g6i dé, b6 sb dé, ruwgu dizm, cao dé... N si Truong Dang Thi Bich da dién thanh tho
vé cach lam va nau cac moén an tit thwong vang dén ha cam ¢ chon cung dinh va trong
dan da. Dac biét, cac mén an thudce loai thu c6 mon goi dé va bé s6 dé 1a doi héi nhiéu
cong phu:

GOI DE

"Thit dé xat nho ciing in rau
Cha 164, heo ria, ludc bun tau.
Banh trang me rang, xuwong ndu nudc
Twong duwong mo toi ruéc nam mau".©»

BO SO DE

"Nay dé phai cao sach long con,
L4 sa bao ngoai khéo cudn tron,
Lat méng rang quanh cho thit chat.
Ludc lau da déo ay 1a ngon". *»

Lai thém loai nép co tén rat bieu twong la nép mo dé, tén goi theo chinh st la dirong chi
néa. Loai nép ngon nay c6 mau trang, chat déo va thom. Néng dan tréng vao thang 5 va
thu gat ¢ thang 10 am lich. Gdi banh chung, banh tét dung trong dip Tét Nguyén Dan
bang loai nép m& dé thi cuc ky tuyét: md dé, boc 18y m& heo, md heo quyén 18y mé deé,
cudn tron va lan déu...

Dau nam Tan Miii, nham chén tra sen, hit thé huong vi ngay Tét, xin nghe ké lai rai
chuyén ndm Mz cho bui tai va dem loai dé ra khao ly lich ba bay doi vrong. K€ lam sao
cho hét, néu c6 thi gio ma kién tri phdng van dé thi ciing chi thdy dé kéu ba tiéng be, be,

be réi ngtic ngac cai dau, bé di vao duong cAm.

O dat kinh ky con 1&m chuyén dé, nao 1a tro dé chon cung cdm, dé cu, dé xom, dé tie chiéng,

dé com hiic gan, ong tién si moc 1ong dé, ca dé, qudn dé, bt mat bat dé, chiu dam dwoc dé, dé doi

mdi... Co nhitng chuyén von khong dé ma lai hda dé mai tai, méi tic cuwoi... Dau long biét
may: khoc do khoc, cuoi do cuoi vi tinh doi von di éo le.
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Than phan cua con dé

Ngay thang voi diy di qua, nam Giap Ngo diy ap nhiéu bién ¢ trén moi linh vuc
khap noi gay chdn dong dia ciu. Tam dwong khai thai van, d6 1a niém tin vao dau
Xuin méi At Mui. Gié dua mui huong vi ngot thoang thoang lai vé. Xuin nay c6
ngay dén mudn hon so vdi vong quay ngay thang cua trai dat.

Con Dé trén Ciru Dinh

Théi thuong trong dan gian van quen goi ndm Mui 1a ndm Vi, 1a ndm con dé. Vi vy ma
nghia ly van chua tron ven, c6 dén 5 ndm Mui: At Mui, Binh Mui, Ky Mui, Tan Mui,
Quy Mui. Loi chic phtac dau Xuan At Mui - 2015 t&t lanh nhat 1a cau mong van su nhw
y, van su cat tuong.

I. NAM MUI HAY NAM VI?

Viét (), doc “dwong”, c6 nghia la con dé, loai dé kéu “be be” chao doi; cho du la dé
nha, hay dé nui - con dé hoang da voi tén goi chinh chu “son dwong”. Lai ¢ con dé
trong than thoai hodc truyén thuyét duwgc ménh danh la “linh duwong”. Tuy la gia suc,
con dé van c6 cai phan ctia né khac ndo con ngudi c6 than phan riéng ctia minh. Hon
nhau & chd biét cai yéu ctia phan minh dé chon cch chuyén héa thanh thanh thién, ung
dung s6ng mot doi tu tai triede nhitng bat trac va thie thach.

Y nghia ctia 10i chtic “van su cat tuong” (B = &H4f). Cat twong dong nghia véi “cat
duong” (&), co nghia la “t6t dep”, “hoan hao”, “hanh phuac”(1). Loi chiic phtc quy
gia &y nhu con phang phat, roi dong lai it nhiéu ban chat, than phan va thién chirc ddc

tht ctia loai dé ma tao hoa da ban phat cho no.
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Chir Han viét 3K , phat am la “vi” hodc “mui”, déu c6 lién twong dén hinh tuong va
biéu trung cua con dé, dia chi thit 8 trong 12 con gidp. Ttr d6 dwa vao thap can méi dinh
dwoc chudn tudi tac ctia tiing nguoi. Tudi Vi hay tudi Mui la tudi con dé ¢ nghia ly rat
y Vi.

Cai khac nhau gitra Vi véi Mui la cing mot chit ma ttr thoi Trung dai trd vé trude doc 1a
“vi”, vé sau doc 1a “mui”. Vao thoi cd, am Han Viét phat am chit >k la vi. Nhung vé sau
cht vi duoc dung d€ chi nghia mdi la “chwa”, “chua ting”(2). Nghia goc ban dau cta
chir Vi khdng con nguyén xi nita! Da bay hoi nhiéu lam roi. Ttr dién Hén Viét cia Thiéu
Chtru khzfmg dinh: Chir 3k trude 1a “vi”, vé sau doc 13 “mui”. Am Bic Kinh doc 1a “wei”.
Mot cau hoi duoc dat ra: Vi sao? C6 thé do kiéng tranh vi ky huy dén vua chua, hodc do
ngon ngt da chuyén hda, bién nghia theo dong chay thoi gian. Chit nghia doi nay phan
nhiéu bi bé tiéng, bé nghia ca d6 thoi. Diéu nay khién cho it nguroi khong quan tam dén
nghia gdc va nghia méi. Vang thau 1an 1on.

II. DE LA LINH VAT TE THAN

Thoi ¢ dai quy dinh rd rét: c6 5 noi cing 18. Clng than than dai, nguoi dang 18 huéng
phuéc dike. Lé than ctra dung con dé, than bép dung con ga, than cdng dung con cho,
than giéng dung con lon, than Trung lwu duing con heo con(3). D6 1a viéc cudi ndm ta 1é
0 ngoai dan gian d€ cau an lanh.

Tai chon Triéu miéu, quan Dai Phu dtéing chti 18 hodc c6 khi nha vua than hanh chu té.
Theo dién ché té tu, dung ngt dinh (con goi la vac) chira 5 loai thit dé, bo, lgn, ca va nai.
Nhung ky thuc dé, bo, lon méi 1a 18 vat chinh, con c4 va nai 1a phu lam ting vé sang
trong. Vé sau, tam sinh la dé, bo, lon bét budc phai du, giam trtt di con ¢4, con nai. Vi
trong nghia méi dang 18 tién ciing. An tich &y dwoc khéc ghi vao sach Thit bit ciu: “An
trong nhw son, ngti dinh tam sinh vi tuc ha”, c6 nghia la “an ndng nhu ndi, dau c6 cung
dé béo, bo ngon, heo 16n ciing chuwa du dap dén(4). Vi vay ma trong dan gian xuat hién
thanh ng “Nhu dé t€ than”. Dé trd thanh mot linh vat. Than thoai phwong Dong cho
biét “than gi6 Vayu” duoc coi la hoi thd cua ltra, ¢6 nhiém vu thanh tay va cung vdi lira
chuyén 18 pham 1én cac than linh. Than tuéng cua linh than Vayu nhu thé ndo? Vayu la
mot vi than minh trang, diing manh, cudi con linh dwong mang theo cung tén. T4t ca
cac trang phuc khac déu mau trang ca(5).

Trong nghia 16n, an sdu day méi dang 18, hién 18, t&18. Chit “nghia” () bao gom chit (
%) duong la con dé, ddt phia trén chit () nga 1a cai ta, cai thdn minh chiju hy sinh dé
lam phdm vat t€ than linh. Tai cac lang x3, do khong c6 diéu kién kham néi viéc dung

dé dé€ t&'1é thi con dé duoc thay bimg con vit @€ c6 dua bd ba: dé - bo - lon da duoc thanh
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tay.

Thoi xwra, ngudi Chiém Thanh c6 nghi thiic t& 18 khac voi ngudi Viét, ho thuong td chite
18 t& linh dinh tai cac thap c& hoéc dén thap la phd bién. Lé phan gom mot con dé va
com canh. Lé t& than bién 1a Ié trong, ding dén 5 con dé va 21 con ga, ngoai ra con cd

nhtng tht khac nhu tréi cau, cu qua, bach ngti cde... Hat n6 du mau duoc ché bién tir
ltia gao la ddc san tat yéu phai c6. Nghi thiee ciing dat, ciing than song, than bién, than
nui con chiu anh hudng phan nao ctia phong cach Champa(6).

[1I. HINH TUONG CON DE TRONG VAN HOC - NGHE THUAT

Nguyén Tuong Bach xuat than tir viing dat Bao Vinh - Dia Linh thudc huyén Huong
Tra, tinh Thira Thién. D4t nay lai tiép gidp voi Thanh Ha, lién thong véi nga ba Sinh d6
nuéce ra cira Thuan An - An tich Chiém Thanh con dé lai mo nhat & céc lang qué tring &
4 bo hop luu ctia song Huong song Bo tai nga ba Thanh Phwéce cach tha pht Héa Chau
xuta chang bao xa. Lén 1én tir lang qué nira phd thi ntta cang song, Nguyén Tuong Bach
c6 diéu kién di du lich cac ky quan khap nam chau bén bién. Viét vé Phat giao Tay
Tang, dng cho biét & dén JOKANG c6 mot Bite tranh dé ndi tiéng. Birc danh hoa nay dién
ta canh dé cho dat d6 xudng ho nhu dé minh hoa cho cong lao day khé nhoc ctia nguoi
va dé da giau thién tam dé xay dung ngoi dén ky la nay. Dac diém ctia dén JOKANG lai
nam ngay gifta cho! Dén nay tho cac vi 4c than, ma quai da duoc hang phuc va sdn sang
hd tro chanh phap. D6 chinh 1a chu treong cta Lién Hoa Sinh va la déc trung ndi trdi
ctia Phat gido Tay Tang. HO phap Palden Lhamo véi cdp mat to tron(7) c6 stec hdp dan
du khéch chiém ngudng. Bai phuc, ai da khai quang diém nhan cho bitc danh hoa ay.

Con dién tich lién quan dén con dé thi lai doc ddo néu khong mudn noi la “déo d&” dé
doi cho hau thé hoc tap. Nhé To Vi di st rg Hung N6 vao nam 100 trude Cong nguyeén.
Ong da néi 1dm diéu lam cho ro Ay bat binh, bat ¢ lai xit nguoi, roi bi day di chan dé
dén 10 ndm, nhat thiét khong cho vé vdi nha Han. Mai téi lac hai bén hoa hoan, vua
Han V6 D€ héi Hung No: St than T6 Vi hién 6 dau va lam gi? Ro Hung N6 tra 1oi: N6
chét roi. Vua Han van ké'hoi y kién cua cac dai than tim cach ctru T6 Vii. Muru si cta
vua Han hién ké cho st than di st Hung N6, ndi vdi ho nhu vay: T6 Vi bi day di chan
dé co bit duoc con chim nhan; rdi tw minh xé 4o lua viét thu budc vao chan chim, tha
nhan bay vé c§ quan. Vua nha Han di san, bat dwoc con chim nhan &y va biét ré T6 Vit
hay con song. Hung N6 tudng chuyén ban nhan c6 that; ben sg, 1ién trao tra TO Vi vé
nudc.

No6i dén cung nhan thi khong thé nao quén “Chiéc xe dé”. Tan Thu chép: Vua Han Vo
Dé€ thich dé, lai wa c6 nhiéu cung nhan. Nao la dai than, ninh than cau danh, cau loi
cting ham dem con gai dep ¢ do tudi xuan thi dé€ tién cung, nhap cung ma cau canh
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quyén Iyc. Con vua thi tham cai &y, chuyén y. “Ay” sao nhiing cho vira long vua.
Chinh vua Gia Long da khong it khé khan moi khi phai phan xtt cho “dwoc long” véi
“mot bay quy cai” thay vindi “nhitng cung phi my nit”.

Méi khi muén dén véi cung nhan nao, vua ngdi trén chiéc xe dé dwoc kham chau ngoc
do con dé kéo, dé€ tuy thich dé mudn vao cung nao thi vao. Boi c6 manh mung, trong
cung cam ma “ndi bat xuat, ngoai bat nhap”, chi trir quan Thai gidm thoi van c6 manh
mung. Cung nhan thuong dé nuwdc, rac mudi, cam 14 tre, 14 dau 6 ctra cung. Con dé vén
wa thém cac vi &y thi bat mui roi tim duong vao. Tam sao that bon, c6 sach chép 14 tre,
c6 sach chép 14 dau... Thoi thi chdp gi, 14 tre hay 1a dau, 1a gi ciing 1a 14 ca. B¢ la kiéu
cach luan ly cia Cong Ton Long ngay xwa bén Tau!

Trong Cung odn ngdm khiic, Nguyén Gia Thiéu da van dung dién tich sinh dong dy dé
viét:

Ngin phwgng lién chom réu 16 chd,
Dau dwong xa dom co quanh co.
Liau Tan chiéu nhat vé thu
Goi hoan tuyét trang chin ci gi6 ding.

Va, trong van chwong binh dan ciing ndi trdi 1én hinh twong con dé trong viéc cdy cay,
viéc ban mua san vat bang 10i 1€ chon queé:

Budn ngu budn nghe,
Bin bo tdu rugng, mua dé vé cay.
Don rang dé duec khoe thay,
Bt dch lén cay, né lai phd ngang.

Kinh nghiém rut ra tir cudc song da duoc nguoi xua dac két thanh nhitng cau noéi vi
von véi 11 véan gian di ma nghia ly that sau lang: Mat dé méi lo lam chudng, treo dau
dé ban thit ch6, nguoi ma vo 18 khac gi muodng dé...

Ctt ngam nhin cai canh duong lang, va ngay ca duong cai quan c6 do ngan dai, rong
hep khac nhau; roi suy ra cho cung sé thay canh twong ay nhu con ham an hinh tuong
cua con trau, con dé. Boc hoi ky Khiic tiéu dong caa Ha Ngai (1890 - 1976), mot vi quan

triéu Nguyén, moi thadm thia qua viéc tim ra d¢ dai cia mot ddm duong: “Ct mot doan
xa, ngudi dom thdy con trau bang con dé, goi 1a dam”(8).

No6i duong thién ly dai ngan ddm, vi ti Kinh sw dén trdn thanh Thang Long dai:
308.383 tam 4 thwdc tic 1427 dam rwdi, du 43 tam 4 thudc; tir Kinh s dén thanh Gia
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DPinh: 506 507 ttec 2344 ddm rudi, du 95 tam. Mot tam béng 8 xich, twong ting voi do dai
1m8(9). Trén duwong thién ly Bac Nam con c6 tén khac duong cai quan (tién than qudc 16
1), tién nhan ta da phai trai qua duwong dai ngut ngan dé€ di mo coi tién vé Nam. Gian
nan nhét la vugt sdong rong, nui deo cheo leo, khic khuyu. Véi tri twdng hon nhién,
tham hau nguoi xuwa da vi von duwong vuot qua deo Hai Van, c6 tén goi trudc la deo
Ngai Lanh 1a “duwong rudt dé”. Thuat ngtr Han Viét dung dé€ dét tén cho dwong hiém
tro la “duong treong” ma sach Thuyén uyén tap anh da viét: Duvong trueong long thé
duc trong trling, nghia 1a “Rudt dé, rong thé phu nhau von(10). Ca dao da ting dién ta
thé dat, thé nuwdc cua duong di qua nui cheo leo ¢ chan dam ra thanh viing bién c6

nudc chay xody lam thuyén bé dé bi chim dam:

Di bg thi khiép Hai Vin
Di thity thi s song thin Hang Dori.

III. CAC SAN PHAM LAY GOC TU LOAI DE

Trudc thoi Ly, da c¢é “loai tui da dé”. Tui nay khong phai la tdi thoi trang d€ dung d6

dung ca nhan cho tudng chién treong nhu tra, thudc, guwong soi, diéu dém hodac thudc

men cho binh linh Itic x6ng tran mac, ma la d€ dung chién loi pham. D6 1a tha cap caa

twdng gidc Chiém Thanh xam 14n bién thity nudc ta, pha tinh giao hao t6t dep gitra hai
dan tdc lang giéng. Bo dau gidc bi giét chét vao trong nhiing tti dy d€ binh linh nwdc
Pai C6 Viét, cAn mat chuyén vé Kinh d6 Hoa Lu & Trang An. D6 la chién loi phdm sau

cudc hanh binh chdng gidc qudy pha va ngang nghién bo 1€ triéu cong nudc ta vi Chiém
Thanh la phién qudc lai phan phtc di dém thong dong véi nha Tong véi muu d6 xam
chiém nudce Viét. “Cong Udn sai thu nhiing thu cdp gidc bo vao nhitng chiéc tii da dé

dem vé Kinh, vi d6 la moén d6 giai tri cia Ngao Triéu(11).

Théng tran, triéu dinh t8 chitc 18 khao quan dé ca khiic khai hoan, tiéu thuyét lich ste c6
twa dé Cdi hat min da ta lai canh twong han hoan don mung va biét dai ba quan tudng si
da anh diing xong tran, chém dau cac tudng gidc: “Khi quan tro vé gan cita Nam Kinh
thanh, mot vi vo twdng vang ménh ctia Thién ti, da chuc san vai dé, trau, bo dé khao
quan”(12). Thi ra, thit dé nhiéu chat dam, c6 stic boi dudng lam tiéu tan chudng khi &
mién son lam, khoi ltra chién trueong lam ton hai dén stic khoe cta tudng si va binh linh
da timg nam gai ném mat. Thoi binh quan van séng gia, thoi chién quan v duoc trong
dung. Vua ban ngu ttru, trao co mao ti€t va thwong phuong bao kiém “tién tram hau
t&u” ké ca phi tuéng khong tuan lénh. Trén can co c6 gdm mot chiim 16ng trang ctia dé,
ctru, hwou. Cai phat tran cua cac dao si hay phap su dung dé€ hanh 18 ra uy yém trit ma
quy trong cac 1é tong tang, ma chay gidng nhu cot co mao tiét ctia quan van di nham
chttc 6 mién trong yéu cta dat nudc, tuwong vo ra chién treong chong gidc. Phia bén trén
cOt cO mao tiét cod gfm mot chuim 16ng dai ctia cac loai gia stic nhu huou, dé, ctru, ngua.
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Hinh twong con dé dwgc ngudi xwa tinh tuyén, nang cap dé dwa vao moi ngdc ngach,
moi lanh vuc ctia doi thuong, ké ca doi song van hda tam linh. Dé gan gui véi nguoi.
Con dé duoc thang hoa tén goi va nhu c6 mot chirc ndng phuc vu dén sinh tot dep.

Ty than, Tw Ma Thién la nguoi tai tri, giau khi tiét da chiu nhuc vi bi thién(13), chiu
nhan vi bi day ra ngoai ai xa ngan ddm dé chan dé tot, nudi dé béo. R6i ung dung tu tai
theo 101 cha dan viét cho xong bd sach St ky noi tiéng d€ doi cho hau th€. St than To6
Vi di st dat nguoi néi 101 khang khai roi bi day di chan dé ma van xem d6 viéc thuong
tinh. C4 hai vi da chiu dung, chiu tran nhitng 14m oan khién. Nguwoi ting méc nan thi
sém mudn gi ciing qua khoi vi troi xanh cé mat. Oan khién trat hét, cay lanh né hoa.
Tién hung hau cat thi tdm hon nhe tung: VAN SU CAT TUONG.
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Con dé trong tho ca

Trong 12 con giap, con dé (Mui con goi la Vi) la con vat dieng vao hang thw 8, truedc
khi va sau ngwa. Dé tén chir 1a Duong.Dé von 1a con vat mién nai, dugc thuin hoa
nén c6 thé nuéi trong nha. Hinh anh con dé giy dwgc nhitng 4n twong véi nguwoi doi
mot cich kho quén. Dic biét ctia loai dé 1a dé duc hodc dé cai déu cé rau va co sing,
ban chat hién lanh va tran day sinh lwc.

TN

DI #

Ai sinh vao nam dé déu mang tudi Mui. Day 1a hinh anh mét cu dé:
Tudi Muii la con dé cha
Co sweng, co gac, rau ra um sum.
(Ve 12 con giap)
Tudi Mui la tudi t6t, du mang tiéng la dé, nhung dé dung vo, ga chong theo cac ong
thay ly s6. Do d6, tu6i Mui ai cling thich, nhung tanh dé thi khong wa:
Nguoi ta tuéi Ngo, tudi Mii
Em day ludng nhitng ngdm ngui tudi Thin.
(Ca dao)

Nguoi ta dn thit dé quanh nam, nhung tét dén xuan vé, mén dé cling dwoc chon la mot
thuc don qui. Thit dé lam duoc nhiéu mén ngon va b6 khong thua gi thit bo, thit heo.
Tuy diing sau con ngwa, nhung con dé cting biéu twong sy sung tiic, mang nhiéu strc

song sung man, dem lai cho ngwoi doi sw &m no, hanh phuc:
Nim Ngo, ma dio thanh cong
Nam Mui, dé béo, riegu nong phu phé
(Ve mién qué)

Dé béo 1a dé thit ngon nhat, mot mén an kha hap dan duoc ké mot trong ba cai tha vi
ma con nguoi ca ngoi, khong ai la khong them khi néi dén. Tuy né thién vé vat chat
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qua, nhung ciing 1a nguoi tran mat thit, chd c6 ai 1a Tién, 1a Phat dau:
Thé gian, ba sw khon chira
Ruwou nong, dé béo, gdi vira dirong to.
(Ca dao)
Nguoi ta cling thuong lién hé gitta con dé va nguoi co mau dé. Ba con thuong chi trich
va canh cdo nhitng ké gia da tinh hay sam s mot cach btra bai, c6 ngay gap tai nan:
Dé som an ld khd qua
An nhidu séu rom, chét cha dé xom.
(Ve)
Théi dé cuia bon tinh ai lung tung hoang tang bi ngwoi doi nguyén rua khé ndng né.
Phung hoang dau nhdnh sa ké
Ong thiin khong vt may thang dé cho rdi.
(Ca dao)

Dé nuoi d€ an thit va 1ay stta. Ngoai ra, nguoi ta con dung dé dé kéo xe thay cho ngua
va trau bo. Dé kéo xe, thi nhitng ai doc tap tho "Cung odn ngam khic" ctia On Nhw hau
Nguyén Gia Thiéu, d&u nhé dén nhiing cau:

Phdi duyén hwong lira cting nhau
Xe dé lo ric 1 ddu méi vao...
(Cung oan ngam khc)

Do dién tich vua Tan V& d€ (Trung Qudc) thuong dung xe dé kéo di mdi dém trong
cung cdm, hé dé dirng & ctra phong cung phi nao titc dém &y nha vua sé nga véi cung
phi d6. Nén hang tram cung phi mdi dém tim 14 dau non (loai dé hau &n) dat trude ctra
phong dé xe dé dung lai. Nhung khéng dwgc vua dén tim tha vui, thi nguoi cung ni
cam thdy c6 don lanh 1€o:

Tham khué ving ngdt nhue to
Ctra chdu gi6 lot rem nga swong gieo.
Ngidn phwong lién chom réu 16 chd
Dau dwong xa (xe dé) diam co quanh co.
(Cung oan ngam khtc)

Trong tho "Luc Van Tién", cu Nguyén Dinh Chiéu c6 ta ltc nang Kiéu Nguyét Nga trén
duong quanh co, khic khuyu dén pht dwong cua Kiéu cong:
Trai qua ddu tho dwong dé
Chim kéu, vweon hii bon bé niii cao.
(Luc Van Tiéen)
Poan quan trang Luc Van Tién "vinh qui bai t0" gdp lai Nguyét Nga, gitra lac moi
ngudi t6 chikc vui ming hanh phtic ctia di trai tai gai sac, thi ltic d6 bd mat ctia Bui
Kiém da tiing "dé" Nguyét Nga, trd thanh tro trén:
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Con nguoi Bui Kiém mdu dé
Ng0i chai b mat nhw gié thit triu.
(Luc Van Tién)

Trong dan gian, tit dé da bién dang thanh de. Chit de goc tir dé ma thoi. N6 lam cho
ngon ngt thém vo cung phong ph, trit tinh:
Bdp non ma nwéng liea 1o
D06’ ai de dwoc con do Thu Thiém.
(Ca dao)

De ttrc la gan gii o b€, tao hiéu biét kich thich cho nhau. Dé la thudc tinh ctia dan dng,
trai lai dan ba cling biét dé day chi, nhung khong bao dan nhu dan 6ng.Chtt de vao ca
dao, né kha hay vira twong hinh, vira twgng thanh, day stec quyén ra:

Cam sanh 16t v6 con the
Thdy em con nhé anh de dé danh.
(Ca dao)

Ban chéat cua cam sanh la ngon ngot, 1a b6 dwdng, chat qui trén doi. Con chi "de dé
danh" c6 duyén khong ché vao dau duoc!
Dé con trong rat dé thuong, thuwong chay gidn hon nhién, nhung nit si Ho Xuan Huong
da mot [an ché 1a dé nay:
Ong non ngiea noc chidm hoa riva
Dé con budn sieng hiic gidu thiea.

Trong nghé diéu khac, ca dao tho moc ciing c6 chd diing ctia con dé, vi con dé 1a mot
trong ba con vat "tam sinh" (bo, heo, dé) trong cac 18 hdi dwoc dung dé t& than:
Bon cira anh cham bon dé
Bén con dé dwc chitu vé t6'tong.
(Ca dao)

Trong cac trd choi dan gian dip tét, 6 tro choi "bit mat bat d&" hao hiing, s6i ndi. DSi
véi tré con, tro choi nay 1a thi vui hdn nhién, nhung d6i véi cac ¢d cau thanh nién,
thiéu ni la mot dip dé tiép can dung cham vui dua véi nhau.

Gid vo bit mat bit dé
Dé cho c6 cdu dé bé... véi nhau
(Ve)

Con dé sudt doi mang tiéng xau mot cach oan udng, khi moi cai xau xa ctia nguoi doi
do trat lén dau dé. Trong do, ¢ su dong hoa con dé véi bon thuee dan cudp nudc:
Nay anh chi em lao khé’
Noéng ndi nay ai té ching ai
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Da non tam chuc ndam roi
Lam thén trdu ngwa cho loai chd dé.
(Bai ca cach mang)

Khi Nam Ky mat vao tay gidc, cling cé tac gia lam bai tho "Con dé&" nham chi trich bon
tiéu nhan lam tay sai cho gidc. Boi nang dau 6c nd 16, nén chung cam long cai dau dé
mac tinh gidc thao tung;:

Gibong nai sao lai tiéng bé hé
Dirng lai ma coi von thi¢t dé
Duec cdi ciing rdu khong hd then
Vo chong mot mdt hét khen ché
Som phoi bon méng sian To Vil
Chiéu gdc doi sirng cira Ly Hé
Boi no so triu kia don dic
Cam long chiu bugc linh vua Té

Trong luc d6, hau hét si phu déu gitt virng long thuy chung d6i véi qué huong T
qudc. Cé ngudi da 1am bai tho "Td Vi'" dé goi gam tam sy trung thanh cia minh:
Ngan dam Truong An mdt ludng bang
Doan siu cin din ndi tan man
Khon dem téc bac thay dau dc (1)
Dé khién long son doi migng lan
Dém lanh ngu co swong lot dot
Ngay chiéu dai mdo (2) gi6 xung xing
Mudn dé bao sd loai H6 16 (3)
Mot twong hang vwong, mot nghién riang

T6 Vi la toi trung ctia nha Han (Trung Qudc) di st mang dat Hung N§, bi chiia Hung
N6 la Thuyén Vu giit khong cho vé, du d6 Td Vii dau hang nhung khong duoc.
Thuyén Vu noi gian dem T6 Vi1 bo vao hang nui cho chét déi, nho uéng swong dong
trén ngll cd ma van song. Cudi ciing day T6 Vii di BAc Hai chan dé, hen rang khi nao
dé duc dé thi mai tha vé nuwdce. Sau, nha Han danh bai Hung N6, T6 Vi méi duoc tha
ve.

Con B4 Ly Hé la tuéng nudc Ngu (Trung Qudc). Nwde Ngu bi Tan cudp, Ba Ly Heé luu
lac sang nuedc SO lam ké chan dé. Vua nuwdc Tan la Muc Cong biét Ba Ly Hé la ngwoi tai
gioi, sai ngwoi mang 5 bo da dé chudc vé lam tuwdng qudc. Sau, Ba ly Hé gitp Muc
Cong dung nghiép 1on.
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Khi B4 Ly Hé lén duong 1ap cdng danh, nguoi vo nghéo dua tién, dén ltac lam twdng
qudéc mai say mé cong danh quén nguoi vo ngheo. Nang 1én duong di tim chdng. Nhan
Ba Ly Heé bay tiéc cd ca nt mta hau, nang lién cai trang lam mot ca nit vao trudc tiéc
om dan hat mot khuc:

Bi Ly Hé nam bg da dé
Nhé ngay chang ra di, giét con ga mdi dp, théi néi com gao vang.
Chir nay dwoc giau sang, quén ta sao?

Ba Ly Hé nghe cau hat ngac nhién nhin ky thi nhan ra la nguwoi vo thuo han vi, hai vo
chong lai doan tu.
"Hich tudng si" cia Tran Hung Dao k€ t6i bon st gia nha Nguyén (Trung Qudc) sang
nudc ta hong hach, c6 doan:
Cui diéu uon lwoi thip cao
Bé bai triéu bé xiét bao nhuc nhan
Tubng dé ché twong rang dic thé’
Chon triéu dinh ngao nghé vwong cong
(Hich tudng si)

Con dé trong tho ca mang nhiéu tiéng xau do ngwoi doi gan cho mot cach v ti va, vi
con vat va con nguoi khac nhau. Con vat vo tri song theo duc tinh, con con nguoi co ly
tri song theo dao dtrc. Lay hinh twgng con vat ma ndi vé con ngwoi hodc nguoc lai, chi
la mdt 161 an du.
Con dé von ngoan ngoan, hién lanh, ¢d stic sdng manh liét sung man. Thit ngon, sira
tot. That ra, con dé dé thuong hon 1a dang ghét nhu con nguoi da c6 thanh kién tir lau
trong dan gian.
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Bit mat bat de
Hau nhu ai ciing biét trd choi Bit mit bit dé. Nhung choi nhw thé nao thi... con tuy.
Ta c6 nhiéu tro choi Bit mdt bdt dé khac nhau! Ong bat dé, ba bat vé... tiy 1é lang
cho phép hay khong!

"Bit mat bit dé” - Tranh dan gian Dong Ho

Bit mdt bat dé 1a mot trong “bach hi” ctia hdi lang, dwoc Phan K& Binh cho biét cach choi
cua nhiing ndm dau thé ki 20 nhu sau:

Nguoi ta stta soan mot bai dat rong, chung quanh bac giéng cho dé khoi chay ra ngoai.
Trong tha do dim bdy con dé. Ai vao bat dé phai bit mat cho k§. Bat dugc con dé nao thi
thuong ludn con dé dy(1).

Tl xua, giai thuong cta hoi lang khap noi thuong chi la quan tién, géi tra hay vudng
lua, treo trén ngon sao. Bay gio lang thuong ludn con dé cho ai bat dwoc. Khong biét c6

duoc may lang c6 du tién d€ mua dam bdy con dé lam giai thudng?

Gan day, nhém Phan Thanh Hién néi la Bjt mat bit dé duoc choi tai hoi lang Dong Ky,
Pht Man (Yén Phong). Choi cach khéc:

Nguoi ta stta soan san roi tha mdt con dé, cho mot cdp trai gdi bit méit, mic 4o toi, deo luc
lac, di bt dé. Dé cling dwgc méc 4o toi, deo luc lac nhw nguoi. Lac choi, nguoi dé kho
phén biét. Trai gai lan mo, so soang, dm nhau sudng nhu... duoc dé. Nguoi xem cang
khodi chi. VO tay, ho hét.
Bit mdt bit dé caa lang Dong Ky, cd thé' nhiéu nguoi cung dong loat vao sin dé’bit dé(2).

Hoi lang Bong Quan co:
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(...)

Biit dé, bit vit, leo cau
Lai day anh ké trudc sau moi tro (...)(3).

Khoéng biét Bit dé ¢ phai 1a Bit mt bit dé khong?

Trit hai hoi lang ctia Phan K& Binh va Phan Thanh Hién, khong nghe noi Ié hdi truyén
thong(4) hay héi he dinh dim(5) ndo khac (k€ ca ctia lang Dong Ky!) choi tro Bjt mat bit
de.

That ra, Bjt mdt bit dé ctia Phan Thanh Hién chi 1a md ta lai tdim tranh dan gian Bing
mit bit dé (dwoc khic in vao khoang nam 1930) ciia Maurice Durand(6). Theo Durand
thi Bing mat bit dé ctia Viét Nam 1a colin-maillard ctia Phép.

Tro choi colin-maillard chon mot nguwoi, bit mat lai, cho di bat nhitng ngwoi ding vay
tron xung quanh. Bat droc ngudi nao va néi ding tén nguoi dé 1a thang cudc. Dén luot
nguoi bi bat phai bit mat di bat nguoi khac. Tro choi ctt tiép tuc nhu vay.

Co nguoi lai qua quyét rang Bit mat bit dé 1a tro choi cta hoi tay.

Ha No6i thoi bi thec dan Phap cai tri. ..

- Mbi ndm, ngay 14 thang 7 né mé hdi “chinh trung” d€ vui choi, bay ra nhitng tro
nhuc nha. Nao, dao nhiéu hd trong mot khoang dat, tha dé vao, roi bit mat nguoi ta
cho vao dudi, d6 1a tro bt mat bat dé. Tro liém chdo n6 d€ ddng hao vao long chao day
nho noi, ai li€ém dwoc hao thi 18y. Tro leo cft md, tro choc noi(7).

R4t c6 thé Bit mit bat dé da duwgc choi lan dau tién tai hi tdy Nam Dinh:

- Nhan dip 1& qudc khanh Phap 14 thang 7 nam 1884, tong d6c Nam Dinh bat tit ca moi

nha phai treo co Phap. Nha nao khong treo s€ bi phat 50 quan tién! D€ lam guong, tong
ddc treo trudc ctra nha minh mot 1a co0 An Nam va hai la co Phap “bao h¢” hai bén.

Khap tinh Nam Dinh, phd xa nha ctta dau dau ciing phap phéi co Phap. Canh tuong
“yui” nhw Hgi Tdy ctia Nguyén Khuyén.

Kia hot thang binh tiéng phio reo
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Bao nhiéu co kéo vdi den treo. ..
Ba quan ténh nghéch xem boi trai
Thing bé lom khom nghé hét chéo

Cay stec cdy du nhiéu chi nhiin

Tham tién c6t mé liam anh leo...

Khen ai khéo vé tro vui thé’
Vui thé'bao nhiéu nhuc bdy nhiéu!
(Nguyén Khuyén, Hoi tdy)

Dung 7 gio sang, trong thanh ban 21 phat siing ca nong bao hiéu ngay hdi bat dau.
Tong doc cho t6 chitc nhiéu tro choi: choi ga, choi trau, choi ca, danh du, leo cit ma,
mua rdi, hat cheo, bit mit bit dé, bt lon duédi ao, boi trai, tdm ca, xéc dia...

Budi chiéu, quan cong st chiéu dai. An udng tai ngoi chtia 1én va dep nhat Nam
Dinh... Tiéc tung xong, quan Tay “nhan nht” quan ta. Sau man “an ndéi”, cdc quan
ngoi xem con gai mua hat...

Bit mat bit dé choi tai Nam Dinh dwoc bac si Hocquard mo ta chi tiét:

San choi Bjt mit bat dé 1a moét manh dat hinh tron, rong khoang 7, 8 mét. Xung quanh
rao tre. Gitta san dung mot cdy sao, trén ngon treo 4 quan tién thuong (tién thuong
khong bang mot phan mudi tién phat vi t6i khdng treo co Phap!). San choi dugc dao
h&, cam coc, d6 nudc cho Tay 16i. Nguoi ta tha mét con dé vao san, cho mét nguoi bit mat
vao bat. Nguoi choi Ian mo, vap nga, gay cuoi cho ddm dirng xem. Ai nam bat duoc
sttng dé thi thang giai(9).

Theo Pao Duy Anh thi Bjt mit bit dé 1a mot trd choi ctia tré con. Tiéc rang Dao Duy
Anh khéng cho biét choi ra sao(9).

Tranh Hang Trong Luc hop déng Xudn vé canh éng b6 ngo6i udng tra ngoai hién, xem
dam con choi Bit mit bit dé ngoai san. Dam tré choi bang dé that. San choi khong c6

hang rao. Dam tré con nay bao qua!

Con nhé Ha Noi thoi 1950, 1t quy st choi Bjt mat bit dé trén he phd Lé Loi. Mot dtta bi
bit mat dudi bat ca bon dang reo ho tit phia. Loan xi ngau.

V6 tinh bon tré da nham mat bat chiede ngredi 1on goi tro choi 12 Bit mat bit dé. Ptng ra
phai goi la... colin-maillard 100%.
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Bit mat bat dé 1a tro choi ctia ca nguwoi 1on 1an tre con, modi noi choi mét cach, thi khé co
thé la mot tro choi “dan gian, ¢ truyén” duoc.

Xin ban thém...
Moi cac ban cling xem tranh Bing miit bit dé cia Durand. Tén tranh dang chu y.
C0 hai cach doc chit Bing:
1) Durand doc theo chit han 1a bing (bang gia).

Nhung Bing (chtt Han) khdng dung véi ndi dung caa tranh. Vay Bing phai duwoc hiéu
theo nghia khac. Hiéu theo nghia tiéng Phép... cia nguoi Viét!

- Bing (bande) 1a mot dai béng vai hay nhya dung dé€ che day, hay dan dinh d6 vat. Hoc
trd dung bing keo d€ dan gidy. Tho dién dung bing nhya € quan che chd ndi giay
dién...

- Bang (pansement) la boc kin, che kin. Bac si bing bé vét thuong.

Nguoi Phap con dwa vao nude ta nhiéu bing khac. Cu 16n cat bing (ruban) khanh thanh
nha bing (banque)! Bing dang (bande) xa hoi den tu tadp quanh may ghé'bing (banc) trong

cong vién...

Chi c¢6 ngudi Phap mai biét bang mdit (bander les yeux) choi colin-maillard. Cai tén Bing
mit bit dé chiing t6 rang day la mot tro choi ctia Phap.

2) Chtt bang doc ndm la bung (hay bing).
Bung nghia 1a bit (mat), 1a che, 1a pht boc cho kin. Troi t8i nhu bung, bung miéng cudi
khtic khich, bung bit su thwee. Bieng mat bit chim (tuc ngi). “Nghi da bung kin miéng
binh” (Kiéu).

Tro choi tén 1a Bung mit bat dé. Vé sau trd thanh Bit mt bat dé. Tén trd choi chwa ¢&
dinh vi tro choi con méi. Khong phai tro choi ¢d truyén.

S&ch Bién khdo vé nguoi Bic ki (1908) ctia Gustave Dumoutier ¢ doan:

- Nguoi ta dwoc thay lai nhiéu tro choi ctia tré con Au chau tai An Nam. Ca hét, dudi
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bat, dan tran, danh du, di trén, nhay xa, bit dé, tha diéu, 1o co, danh khang, d4 cau, choi
bi (bi dwgc thay bang hon cudi) v.v.

Colin-maillard dwoc (ngredi An Nam) goi 1a trd choi bt dé: ngudi choi ding thanh vong
tron, nguoi di bat dé bi bit mat, dling gitra. Bat dwgc nguoi nao va goi ding tén thi
thang cudc(10).

Dumoutier cdng nhan rang Bat dé chinh 1a Colin-maillard.

Ngoai ra, Bit mdt bit dé con cé vai diém dic biét, dang cha y:

1- Xa hoi phong kién ngay xwa quan niém Nam nit thu thu bt thin. Dan 6ng dan ba dwa
nhau cai gi va nhan cai gi ciia nhau, khong dwoc 1ay tay ma trao cho nhau.

Trwdc thoi Phap thudc, khong thé c6 chuyén “d6i phong bai tuc”, cho trai gai [an mo
nhau gitta thanh thién bach nhat, lam tro cwoi cho dam dong.

2- Xa hoi phong kién trong chit hi€u: Thdn thé phdt phu, tho chi phu mdu bat cdm hily
thwong, hiéu chi thuy dia. Minh may téc da, cha me sinh ra, ché nén huy hoai, 1a hiéu
truedce tién vay.

Trai gai gid mu d€ vui choi la v6 luan, bat hiéu.

3- Cho dé mac do toi nhu nguoi, cho ngroi deo luc lac nhu dé. Lan 1on ngwoi voi suc
vat. Ton ti trat tu ctia phong kién khong cho phép “hai” nhu vay.

Bit mat bit dé khong phit hop véi luan li, dao dikc cia phong kién. Lang nao ddm
“choi”, dam coi thwong “Khdong, Manh” nhu vay?

N6i tém lai, Bit mit bit dé khong phai 1a tro choi “truyén thong” cua ta.
Tranh Oger (1909) c6 tdAm vé mot nguoi dan 6ng choi bit chach trong chum. Dong thoi
tranh Oger lai c6 tdm tranh Tét Du xudn vé mot cap trai gdi quang vai nhau cing bat

chach. Xa hoi Viét Nam thoi Phap thudc dang thay d6i. Bén canh cdi cii, c6 cai méi.

Sau lity tre xanh, hi he ciing ruc rich d6i méi. C6 lang “cai tién” tro choi ¢d truyén. Co
lang cho tro choi ctia Phap “nhap tich”.

Hoi lang ctia Phan K& Binh 6 leo cdt (mét de cocagne), bit mat bit dé (colin-maillard), nhdy

193



bi (course en sac). Lang nay la... “lang tay”.

Gi dao! Lang nao cha la lang!
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Bam lam con dé
Dé c6 cong lam cho lang nhéu, lang choi Nam Bac xich lai gin nhau. Thit dé tir Bac
chay vao Nam r6i tit Nam ra Bic. Ngay nay, nhiéu nguoi gat gi khao nhau “séng &
doi khong dé ciing udng”.

[T

Tranh cia HS Dang Mdu Twu

Méi ngay nao, dé ba mién nudc ta con 1an dan vi... “li lich mo 4m”. Tai liéu cta l71y ban
Canh nong va Cong nghiép Nam Ky (Le comité Agricole et Industriel de la Cochinchine), soan
thao nam 1878, cho biét tiéu str ctia dé trong Nam:

Nguoi An Nam (dung hon la nguoi Nam Ky) von khong an thit dé, khong udng stra
dé. Nam Ky lai 1a x& nhiéu dong lay, dé dé bi binh, dé chét, cho nén chéng ai nghi dén
chuyén chan nudi dé. Trirt mot vai dai gia thich dé, nu6i choi dam ba con.

Nguoi Phép c6 cho nhdp dé vao Nam Ky dé nudi thir. Hy vong trong twong lai Nam
Ky sé phat trién nganh chan nubi dé(1).

Tai mién Trung, mai dén nam 1931 nguoi ta van chwa d€'y dén viéc chan nuoi dé. bo
day thinh thoang mai thay 1é té vai con(2). Chi c6 mién Bac méi nudi mét giong dé nhod
con, 16ng ngan, thit mém, it m&. Gidng dé nay dugc nguoi Lao, nguoi Muong nudi rat
nhiéu.

Mam cd cting gid ong ba, dac biét 1a mam cb ngay Tét ctia cac gia dinh kha gia thuong
cd mon thit dé. Noéi chung, nguoi Viét it khi an thit dé vi thit dé kha dat. Nguoi Au
khong thich thit dé ctia ta vi ho cho rang thit chang bd dudng gi. Bac si Courtois canh
bao moi nguoi réng dé nudc ta hay bi dich. Phai kham xét can than thit dé truedce khi

an(3).
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Mién Trung khéng nu6i dé nhung... Nam 1883, ngay At Hoi, vua (Hi¢p Hoa) nhan ton
hiéu. Ngay hom &y, lam 1€ tin ton O dién Thai Hoa, ltc dang bai ban c6 mot con qua
bay dén dau ¢ cay trudc dién, kéu to 4 tiéng. Lai ltc tuyén chi€u, cd dan dé di ngang
qua bén ngoai cau Kim Thuy, c6 ngwoi cho la diém khong t6t(4). Thi ra, dwdi thoi Tw

Dtic trong Hoang thanh c6 nudi de.

Vua quan vui thii bo dé,
Giang son nghiéng ngira nhiéu be... ai lo?

Thit dé la mot ddc san cua triéu dinh. C6 1€ vi vay ma dan ching mién Trung khong ai
dam “pham thuwong” nuoi dé chang?

Nguoi mién Bac c6 meo Cho dé udng rweou say roi méi giét (Tte dwong am tiru hoach tay
nhi sat), dugc tranh Oger ghi lai. Khong hiéu cho dé udng ruou v6i muc dich gi?
Nguoi thi néi: Dé nga nga say sé coi cai chét nhe nhu 16ng hong. D6 t€ ¢é xin ti
huyét pha ruwou tiét dé (mot phan tiét, ba phan rweou)(5), dé cling sin sang nham mat bo
qua! C6 ngudi lai cho rang: Say cho doi 1én huong! Dé say thit méi thom. Méi... b ti
bo phé. B6 am bd duong.

Thé gian ba sy khon chira
Rurgu nong, dé béo, gdi vira diong to

Ruwou vao, di “dé gdi to” thi... ong troi cling chang chtra dugc.

biéu dang ngac nhién 1a mién Nam tuy hi€m dé nhung phan 16n cac chuyén dé cua ta
lai xuat phat ttr mién Nam.

Ca dai dé: Trai ca tim tredc kia deoc ba con trong Nam goi ndom na la ca ddi dé (Tw vi
Huynh Tinh Cta, 1895). Tw vi Génibrel goi mot cach kin ddo 1a ca dé. Tén khong hay,
khong ding. Ca ddi dé méi tuyét voi, ding 1a ca... trong mat dat tén. Khen cho con mit
tinh doi va nhay cam ctia cac ba ngay ngay xach gioé di cho. Mién Nam khong nudi,
khong dn thit dé. Vay ma lai ¢6 ca ddi dé. Giai thich thé nao day?

N&m 1878, trai ca aubergine ctia Phap (Solanum melongena) van con duwgc ngudi mién
Nam goi trong khong la ca. Chua ¢ tén riéng. Nhung mién Nam luc nay da c6 ddu ddi
chon (petite lentille), c6 ca cii ddi chon (Orchis morio)(1’). Tén ddi chon ching to rang ngudi

mién Nam da c6 thoi quen trong mat dit tén cho rau trai bay ban ngoai cho tir 1au roi.
Khi nguoi Phap dua dé vao chan nudi tai mién Nam thi cac ba ndi trg da nhanh chéng

“nhin ra” tén trai ca mau tim nam chinh inh ngoai chg. C6 thé suy doan
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rang ci (aubergine) da duwgc cac ba (véi s dong 16a ctia cac 6ng?) cap nhat thanh ca ddi
dé vao khoang nam 1880. Mién Béc 6 ca dii dé mudn hon mién Nam ca chuc ndm. Bac
si Courtois cho biét chinh nguwoi Phap da gt hat giong ca tim (aubergine), ca chua
(tomate), nghé tay (carotte), bap cai (chou)... va nhiéu loai rau (salades) tit Phap sang
trong tai Bac Ky vao khoang nam 1890(3').

Ca ddi dé 1a thwong hiéu ctia mién Nam. Bu lai, mién Bic ¢6 thwong hiéu thude té cirt
dé. Thuo bé, mdi Tan nhike dau xd miii lai dwoc me cho nhai vai vién ci¢t dé mau den.
Thudc ¢ vi ngon. Cam thao ngot thom nhur vay ma lai bi gdn cho cai tén chang thom
tho chat nao.

Ca dai dé da lam mot cudc “cach mang van héa” d6 giwong 1éch chiéu trong Nam. Trong
mit ma bt hinh dong, dan gian dwegc mat trong tay nan trai ca, vira cim nhan vira nam
bat dwoc cai “vi dai” ctia dé. Ba con beén ton dé 1én hang “quan quan diam duc”. Ghi
tén dé vao sd do “ki luc bay ba”!

Oan cho dé. Nha nho khong danh gia dé la ddm. Sach Dai Nam dw dia chi woc bién cuia
Cao Xuan Duc chi chép hirou rdt dim. Mot con cai thuong giao hgp véi may con duc,
goi la tu 16¢(6). Nha nho mudn néi gi thi ndi. Dan gian ¢ ndi theo dan gian. Ct¢ cho dé
la biéu hiéu ctia dim.

Mién Nam, mién Bic cé ca ddi dé... Nhung, giai thoai ca tung ca ddi dé dwgc binh chon
la hot nhat Viét Nam lai 1a ctia C& d6 Hué! Thoi Khai Dinh (1916 - 1925), trong s6 céc
cung nit mdi duwge tuyén vao Doan Trang vién cé hai ¢d thin mit véi nhau nhiw ve chong.
Thuong ngay hai c0 lai hay dan nguoi di chg mua chudi va ca dii dé.

Lwa chudi ché mém va ché ngin
Chon ca khong cirng ciing khong to

Mot hom 6ng thai gidm gia to mo rinh, day ctta phong vao thi bat gip hai c6 dang ht
hi 1ay chudi 18y ca choi tro du yém nhw la vo chong(7).

Réu dé: Thuc dan Phap con mang vao nuwdc ta chom rdu dé (barbe du bouc). Cé chac riu
dé 1a cia Phap khong? Tai sao Lang Nhan lai ké rang:

Trong thoi gian Nguyén Cong Trix lam tong ddc Hai Duong, 6ng ¢ bd Nguyén Quy
Tan (nguoi tinh Hai Duong, d tién sinam 1842), di gido thu pht Binh Giang. Mot hom
Nghe Tan, sai con dén dinh Nguyén Cong Trit xin cam c& 18y chut tién tiéu. Lai dan
con trao cho Nguyén Cong Trt mot bai tho dudng luat, moi cau cd tén mot con vat.
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Hai cau cudi la:

- Bon tau lam chi cho rach gau
Tha rang ngo6i d6 vuot rdu dé

Nguyén Cong Trit dura tién cho nguedi con ctia Nguyén Quy Tan, kém bai tho hoa véi
hai cau cudi la:

- Xin ditng do doi van chuwong nita
Ban cho sao ngoai lai thua dé?(8).

RO rang cac cu nha ta da ¢ tha vudt rdu dé tir trede khi Phap d6 hd nuwdce ta. Noi ¢6 sdch
mdch cé chirng dang hoang!

Néi c6 sdch nhung sach néi c6 dung khong? Stt nha Nguyén chép:

Nam 1833, Nguyén Cong Trt duoc thang 1am tong d6c Hai An (Hai Dwong va Quang
An hay Quang Yén). Nam 1836 6ng bi giang bon cap va bi goi vé Kinh. Nam 1840 6ng
di danh thanh Tran Tay bén Cao Mén. Tt 46 vé sau, Nguyén Cong Trit bon ba & An
Giang, Quang Ngai, Thira Thién. C6 lac duoc thang, ¢ khi bi giang. Nam 1848 6ng xin
vé huu tri, vé sdng tai qué nha. Nguyén Cong Trit mat ndm 1858, tho 82 tudi, tai lang
Uy Vién, tinh Ha Tinh. Thoi gian Nguyén Cong Trit 1am téng d6c Hai Duong (1833) thi
Nguyén Quy Tan méi 19 tudi, néu cé con thi con ciing chi dwgc vai tudi. Nam 1842,
Nguyén Quy Tan d6 tién si, thanh 6ng nghe thi Nguyén Cong Trix da bi cach chtic tdng
ddc Hai An ttr 6 nam trudce roi.

Chuyén tong d6c Nguyén Cong Tr bd nghe Tan di gido thu pht Binh Giang, ciing
nhu chuyén ngheé Tan sai con dén dinh tdng ddc Nguyén Cong Trix dé vay tién chi la
twong tuong, hu cau. Xét cho cung, nghe Tan khong du tw cach d€ xudng hoa véi mot

ong quan hon minh 36 tudi, mot nguoi ting trai, biét huéng lac, hiwdng nhan nhw
Nguyén Cong Tr.

Mau dé: Huynh Tinh Cua goi may 6ng ddm duc qua d¢ la nguoi c6 madu dé. Ngon ngte
binh dan goi hanh dong tan gai la dé gdi.

- T6i ngdi toi nghi chin ghé thiét cha con thang Bui Kiém 1a hau t& mdu dé trat doi
(Nguyén Van Tron, Bui Kiém dim, 1913).

H@ trai gheo gai
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Thi goi mdu dé
Con gai gheo trai
Dé chang, xin xt!
Bui Kiém gheo Nga
Goi la dé bay.
Gai vay qudy phai?
Gai vay dé chang?
Nhu gai do thoi,
Dé chang xin xt?
(b.T.B. vab.T.S., 1915)

Nguyén Van Tai (1916) ciing 1én tiéng yéu cau:

Co bac liéu dinh,
Doan tdi cong minh,
(...)
Luan phan cho can,
Huy an mdu dé (cho Bui Kiém).

Dé hang nang la dé xom. Nghe ma phat so! Oan cho may con dé x6m hay dé xom long dai
(Génibrel).

Dé xom, dé con, dé hoang,
Be be, leo nhay, khoe khoang... to dai!

Bdm lim: Déc biét, trong Nam con goi mdy ong thdy gai nhu meo thdy mo la may
théng cha bam Lim (35) (Tw dién Viét Nam, Khai Tri, 1971). Gidi binh dan méc réng
tén bam lim xudt phat ttr tro co bac 36 con vdt (Jeu des trente-six bétes) noi tiéng (tai hai)
clia ngay xura, con dugc goi la tro choi dé.

C6 vi cd 10 ké chuyén: Ngay no Tran Ba Tho, con Ba Loc, chau Ba Phudc lam 1€ tan
quan, c6 nguroi dén tang mot bicc hoanh dé hai cht “Phudc ton”. Phudc ton ¢d hai
nghia: mot la nghia chdu ctia Phwdc; hai la nghia con cho. (Xua kia nhan dan thwong
choi dé ba muoi sau con (dé 1a mot 16i co bac). Con thir 36 la Phudc ton, nghia 1a con
cho(9).

Tém tat trod choi dé hay 36 con vdt nhu sau: Tuy tén goi 1a 36 con vdt nhung that ra khong

o t6i 36 con. May con con thiéu duoc thay bang nguoi hay d6 vat nhw ba vdi, hon dd, cdi
thuyén v.v. Tén cac con vat duoc ghi san trén to gidy (vé) choi dé. Moi con vat con duoc
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danh s6 d€ gidi binh dan mu ch dé nhéan ra, con c6 thém tén bang cht Han dé€ chiéu
long... nguoi c6 hoc. Con ché dwoc goi la con... Phudc ton. Con khi la Tam hoc v.v.

Mobi ngay nha cai chon mot tén, viét ra gidy, bo vao phong bi. Phong bi dwoc dé trong
mot cai gio, kéo 1én treo gitta tran nha. Nguoi choi 1ldy vé, chon mot tén, ghi so tién dat.
Mbi vé chi duoc choi mot tén. Ai mudn choi nhiéu tén khac nhau thi phai 18y nhiéu vé.
Budi chiéu nha cai ha gié xuéng, mo phong bi, xudng tén con vat. Ai trung thi dugc an

gdp 30 Jan so tién dat. Trong s6 36 con vit choi trong Nam c6 luc con dé duge danh s6
20, con ché s8 17 (10). To vé choi ngoai Bac khong danh s, khong c6 con dé(3”). Tén va

thir ty cac con vat trong hai danh sach ctia hai mién cling khéc nhau.

Hai tai liéu ctia ngay xwa chitng to rang tity song bai, 36 con vt dwoc chon va danh s
khong bat budc phai gidng nhau. Trong Nam da c6 Itc con dé duoc song bac danh s§
35. Tiéng 16ng ctia dan co bac goi con dé 1a con bim lim. Ngoai Bac khong ai biét
con bam lim 1a con gi. Chang bao 1au, dé song khoi song bai, chay vao xa hoi. May 6ng
co mau dé duoc gén nhan hiéu c6 mdu biam lim. Lai thém mot ddc san cia mién Nam.

Dé nam trong sdch vé: Nho lai nam xwa cap sach dén truong. Hoc nhiéu chuyén xa la.

Phai duyén huong ltta cing nhau
Xe dé 1o ric 14 dau méi vao
(Cung odan)

Tén thi chép: vua V6 D& ¢6 1am cung nhan, mdi khi mudn dén véi cung nhan nao, vua
ngoi trén xe nhd kham chau ngoc ¢é con dé kéo, dé€ tuy y dé mudn vao cung dién nao;
cho nén nhitng cung nhan thuong 14y 14 tre ray nudc mudi, rac 6 clra vién, con dé ua
an vi &y nd vao. Bay dung 1a dau, c6 1€ vi van trén phai ép ma dé€ chit diu, chinh
1& tre moi dung(11).
Trai qua dau thé dwong dé
Chim kéu vuon ht tue bé nwdc non

(Luc Vian Tién)

Ddu thé dwong dé 1a duong chat hep, gap ghénh va hoang vang. Vuong Duy c6 cau L§
kich dwong trirong dc (Prong kho khan nhw rudt dé)(12).

Hin Vigt tir diénh Dao Duy Anh giai thich hoi khac:
- Buong rudt dé (dwong triong) 1a dwong quanh co. Ciru ban dwong trieong la Leo chin
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16p deo quanh co nhw rudt dé. Nghia bong chi dwong doi nguy hiém.
Rugt dé gap ghénh, quanh co.

Chéang can phai mé bung dé, bung ngwa ra xem, ngudi xua cling biét 1a rudt dé, rugt
ngwea tham chi ca rudt nguoi khong cé rudt nao thing dudt, ngay can cude ca. Thanh
ngit Thang rudt nguwa ctia ta chac chan khong c6 nghia 1a thing dudt nhw rudt nguwa(13).
Biét roi, kho 1dm, ndi mai!

Cac cu thadm nhuan chir nghia thanh hién cu nao cling thudc long truyén Té Vii chin
dé (Té Vii muc dé). Dén khi ké'lai cho con chau nghe thi héi 6i mat may dira nao dira ndy
ngo ngac nhuw chiia Tau nghe kén, nhw vit nghe sdm. T6 Vii la... phim nao vay, ngoai?

T6 Vii la mot toi trung cia nha Hén, bi Hung N6 bit, day ra dat Bic chin dé. Hen rrlfmg
bao gio dé duc dé thi cho vé. 19 nam sau T6 Vit méi duoc tha, trd vé véi triéu dinh nha
Han.

Vay nén sinh tt di chi,
Chan dé trai may nan nguy chang chon.
K& da muoi chin ndm tron
Mao ¢ mon hét long son van con
(Chinh khi ca)

Chuyén dé durc (chtr Han 1a dé) dé con cling twong tu nhu chuyén sirng nguwa hen quy kiy.
Thai tit Dan nuwde Yén bi bat lam con tin & nwde Tan. Nguoi Tan bao khi nao ngwa moc
sieng méi duoc cho veé.

Vian hoc hién dai cua ta ¢6 Bui Giang lan dan chan dé sudt 15 nam troi 6 niii doi Trung
Viét Nam Ngai Binh Phil.

Nhitng ban nao Tra linh qua B4 ditng Hon dung
Dui chiéng vé Phuwong ranh nguoc Khe rinh
Bao lan anh cung chung em 1an dan
Bon ba bang rd ram ludng rung minh

Nhiing ban nao Qué son Ru ri con sudi nguoc
Nudc troi ngudn nuwdce 1ot xuéng phang phang
Nhitng ban nao mit mung mua gi6 wdt
Dam than minh co rdm lanh nhu bang...
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(Bui Giang, Noi long Té Vii)

Muoi lam nam troi! Tuy chwa lau bang doan doi kho cuc cua T6 Vi, nhung cling da
dang déng bang thoi gian trdi ndi cua cd Kiéu:

MG6i to veeong xay cudc tang thuong
Nguoi ma phdn bén troi lvu lac
Gam duyén c6 mudi ldm ndm chéch mac
Phan héng nhan nhiéu ndi gian truan
Tréu nguoi thay may tao nhan.
(Chu Manh Trinh, Thuy Kiéu lwu lac)

Dé 1a mot trong ba con vat (tam sinh gom trau, dé, lon) duoc dung trong viéc t& 18 ngay
xua.

Dan Ha Noi c6 con dé t€ dan nhau ng¢ nghinh. Nam 2013, phd Trang Tién (Ha Noi) ¢
bang Banh Trung Thu Bodega. Cdi tén “vang bong mot thoi”. Anh ban cwoi bao
Bodega la Bo Dé Ga. Nghe vui vui. Ntta dia ntra that.

Lat Tir dién Ha N§i ctia Bui Thiét ra thi thdy: B6 Dé Ga (ctta hang an): Tai ph6 Trang
Tién. Von 1a mot clra hang &n véi cac mon an bang thit bo, dé, ga ngon cé tiéng tir
tredc. Nay ¢ tén la cira hang B6 Dé Ga(14). Héa ra anh ban khong noi dua. Noi theo
sach vo dang hoang. Theo Bui Thiét thi bo, dé, ga ngon c6 tiéng ctia ngay xwa bi “noi
trai” thanh B6 Dé Ga! Khen cho mdy cha thye dan xa nha, hoa nhap sao ma nhanh thé!
Ctt da nay thi toa lau dai am thuc cua Phap c6 ngay sé lung lay, sup do vi 3 con bo, dé,
ga cua Viét Nam.

Nhin quanh nuwéc Phap chua hé thay tiém an 16n nho, binh dan hay sang trong nao lai
dem khoe trén bang hiéu la tiém c6 bo, dé, ga hay ctru, ¢4, cua! Quy khach, “thuong
dé” mudn biét moén an c6 nhiing gi, gia bao nhiéu, ctt xem thuwc don thi sé biét. Ciing
nhu tai Viét Nam, chéng 1€ lai khoe trén bang hiéu la tiém c6 rau mudng, rau cai, rau

can?

Thuyec ra thi B6 Dé Ga ctua Bui Thiét chi la mot hiéu Jam. Bodega (bd-dé- ga) la tiéng Tay
Ban Nha, c6 nghia la ham rwou, 1a noi tu hop an udng, ca hat, nhay dam. Thoi Phap,
chti nha hang Bodega mudn nham vao cdng dong nguoi Au thich &n udng, ca hat, vui
choi nén da chon cai tén Bodega “dam da ban sac qué hirong”. Bodega la mot loai nha
hang, trong s6 nhiing restaurant, café, bar, cabaret. Mot loai Karaoke khong ¢ mat xa
(massage) cia ngay xua. Bo bién California nuwdc Mi ¢6 miii Bodega, vinh Bodega nam
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tai phia bic San Francisco, noi duoc Alfred Hitchcock chon dé quay phim Chim (The
birds, 1963). Bodega duwoc Bui Thiét “hiéu” thanh Bo Dé Ga ch khong phai Bo Dé Ga
cua ta bi Tay “phat am” ngong nghiu thanh B6 Dé Ga.
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Than nay lai nhé Than xwa

Nha tho Nguyén Khoa Vy (1881-1968) & lang An Cwu, pht Thita Thién, bit hiéu
Théo Am, da sang tac bai tho Dwong luat that ngon bat ca theo han méi cau c6 tén
mot con thu.
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Hai cau két thi kha hay ma lai di dom nira:
Tho thé chuyén tro vui véi ban
Khi khim doi chén rwou diy voi

Dau ndm mdéi vi kiéng ttr khi, ngwoi Hué bao 1a "khong nén'". Cho du viét khi phai doc
trai ra la khdi. Lai ntra, v6i bai tho Thap nhi thoi Than, han ¢6 dua 12 con tudng tinh cua 12
nam ma chi dung tuc ngir chay thi nghé thuat lam tho da dat t6i mac "hét sdy”. Cing vi

kiéng tir khi, tac gia da khéo thay bang tir “chiu”.

Cam treo nhin doi nhan rang chiu
Nhin ring chiu 1dy gdc tir thanh ngtt "nhan rang khi". Mung Tét Nham Than, ndm 1992,
ké hau sinh "xin bai" 4 lay mtng tudi cu Thao Am...

Céac nha 1am lich xuwa déu 18y ngay Giap Ty, mong mot thang muoi mot lam ngay dau
xuan méi. Tét xwa ké tir gio THAN, ngay GIAP, thang TY, sao GIAP.

Ctt mdi Giap Ty 1a mot Nguyén, ct ba Nguyén la mot Chu, ba Chu 1a mot Van. Vay thi
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c6 thé bao rang tir nam NHAM THAN (1812) dén nam NHAM THAN (1992) vira dung
mot CHU. Van méi thi thoi phai d6i méi. Cau cho qudc thai dan an va dan giau nuée
manh.

Qua dat quay chung quanh mét troi ding 12 vong quay thi THAN LAI GAP THAN. Va
dung 60 vong quay thi NHAM THAN LAI PUNG NHAM THAN. Giit duwoc tron ven
60 quyén lich Tau, tuc goi la Lich Van nién la diéu khdng phai dan swu tap sach c6 nao

cting lam noi.

Nh lai, thang 6 ndm Nham Than 1812 theo 10i tau ctia Téng tai qudc st quan Nguyén
Vian Thanh (nhan chitc tir thang chap ndm Tan Mui) da tau xin vua Gia Long 4 diéu
quan yéu dé lam phong héa hung day. Hai viéc hé trong la:

1. Xin vua nguw 1am sach luat roi khac ban ra cho rd phép nuéc.
2. Xin lya nho than sung vao st cudc.

R6i thye dan Phap ddt nén bao ho tir nam 1886 trén toan coi dat nuwdc ta, vua chuia do
ching bung 1én dé xudng. 60 nam sau, nam Nham Than 1932, vua Bao Dai (ké vi vua
cha Khai Dinh t&r nam 1925) sau thoi gian du hoc ¢ Phap tré vé nude. Bao Dai da di
tuan du cac tinh tir Thanh Héa cho dén Phan Thiét. Vi quan quan, dan ching Phan
Thiét phai di dén ruéc Hoang dé cho nén khdng san xudt lwong va chat niedc mam dat
yéu cau cho cac hang thau nuéc mam Phan Thiét. Troi oi! Cau hat:

Trong khoai khong trdi
Lam rugng mat mua,
Co bac thi thua
Di bubn 16 von
T6i miéu Bo dé
Cho cho vua vé
Lam dn méi dang

da tro thanh 101 mia mai cay dang nhw ngam qua b6 hon. R6i vi anh hudng ctia cudc

khung hoang kinh t€ thé gidi, dong tién mat gia, tuw ban Phap bon rut stic lao dong thi
101 cdu mong ctia dan chiung da tré thanh banh vé to tuwdéng.

Thoéi thi danh "Than lai lap than" ché ding trong bén ndi, trong bén ngoai lam chi cho
nhoc than.

Tt "than" ciing nhu tir "hau" von c¢é nhiéu nghia. Than 1a con khi, hau cting la khi con.
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Khi con, con khi thi déu 1a khi ca.
Tir - Nguyén giai thich THAN 1a KHI. Sach Pai Nam nhat thdng chi ghi: HAU.

"Ban thao”, goi tén 1a M¢c hau, la Di hau, "Quang Van" goi la Thu, 1a Vwong ton, la HO6

ton. Con khi hinh tuwgng gidng ngwoi ma chat né 1a loai trung, tanh wa lau mat, nhu la

lau rira vay, cho nén goi la tén Mdc. Sau nguoi ta [am nhan am "Moc" lam "Mau", lai

lam nhan am "MAU” lam "DI", cang lam cho méat nghia. Trong chuéng nuoi ngwa, nudi

theo con khi d€ trtr bénh cho ngwa. Tuc cling goi la MA LUU, thudc vé loai NHU HAU
vay.®

Than lai nhiéu than ma hau lai lam hau. Péng am ma di nghia, ngén ngtt that giau y
nghia phong pht va tham sau. Trach gi nguoi ta néi mia mai vé viéc s mé vao do6 co

Diiu ghénh cé con ba ba.
Ké la con chach, nguoi kéu con rua.

Hinh anh nhitng ndm Than khé phai mo trong tam tw ngwoi dan xit Hué. Nao la Hoa
wdc Gidp Than (1884), tran doi cdc nam Than, Dau (1944, 1945), nam Mau Than (1968)

Duwoc mua ché phu mon khoai
Dén nam Thin Ddu 14y ai ban ciing.

Trudce nira, Nguyén Hué 1én ng6i Hoang dé& ¢ nti Ban, roi cing ngay 25 thang 11 ndm
Mau Than (22-12-1788) mé mot cudc duyét binh 16n 6 canh dong phia nam nui Nguw
Binh. Vé sau, Vua Tu Dtic 1én ngdi vao thang 10, ngay Ky Sttu nam Tan Mui (Thiéu Tri
thir 7, 1847) nhung ké tir ndm sau, Mau Than (1848) mdéi 1ay nién hiéu Ty Dtc nguyén
nién cho danh chinh ng6n thuan. Thang 3 nam 1908 (Mau Than) da mo dau phong trao
khang thu€ Trung Ky, nhan chiing lich st nguoi Phap, Jean Ajalbert coi day la "Cudc
khoi loan duoc t6 chitc mot cach thong thao nhét, - nhuw la mot s luyén tap, mot sy
thao dién thi nghiém trong d6 xit An Nam t6ng wdc cac nang luc ctia né, kiém diém cac
luc luwong phién loan ctia né"®.

K& ra, nguoi Phap da biét né phuc y thirc dan tdc trao vot manh mé noi nguoi Viét
trong cudc ddu tranh gianh quyén sdng va ty chu dan toc.

Bén chén rugu nong, phang phat hwong vi ngay Tét "khi kham” xin ké chuyén nam
Than theo 16i chap nhit 16i qué d€ mua vui khong ton tién.
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Biéu twgng khi, te bieu twgng van hoa dén biéu trung
ngon ngir va van hoc
1. Khi - bi€u twgng xuyén vian hda
Khi c6 nhiéu dic tinh giong loai nguoi, thudc loai dong vat c6 v, sinh con, thuwong &

trong rirng, wa nhay nhét chuyén canh, song tirng bay dan, thong minh hon cac loai
vat khac, va dic biét co tai bit chuwéc con nguoi.

b & _
R = 3 y o %
SO0 e, N = A

C6 1€ vi vay, trong cac nén van hda, hinh anh con khi biéu twong cho sy nhanh nhen,
hoat bat, tinh nghich, ldu linh; nhung cting cé khi né dwgc ngroi ta ton tho nhu mot vi

than c6 sttc manh v bién trong hanh trinh tién trw céi 4c.

Tl xa xwa, khi da ¢6 mat trong doi sdng van héa nhén loai. Trong Phat phap, hinh
twong khi (tiéng Phan la Markata), dich am tiéng Phan 1a ca tra, mang nhiéu ham y
tham sau. Khi xuat hién kha nhiéu trong cac cau chuyén Kinh Phat: Vua khi 4y thin
minh ciru chiing khi, Cau chuyén vé vwon khi dang mat ong, Con khi tw cho minh la thong
minh, Vua khi tri tu¢; va nhitng motif, tir ving lién quan trong Phat gido: “Khi bat
trang”, “Song Ma Cac”, “Dong da ¢d Ti O & Trach Duong”. Do tdm tinh ctia né voi
vang, tuy tién, kho diéu khién, thuong bé mot chon mat, cho nén trong sach c6 thuong
dung no dé so sanh véi vong tam ctia nguoi pham tran. Trong quyén 43 cua Tap a ham
kinh da dung sau loai dong vat la cho, chim, rdn ddc, da can, that thu ma la, khi d€ vi
v6i Luc can cua chiang sinh. Khi dwoc vi véi cai tdm xau xa, khong thé tinh tai cua con
nguoi qua hinh anh “luc song nhat vién” (sau ctra sO mot con vuon) [7, tr.116].

Tt nhan vat trong than thoai Hindu, khi Hanuman trd thanh nhan vat trung tam trong
hai b0 str thi vi dai ctia dan tdc An D06 - Ramayana va Mahabharata, giap do cho ngwoi
anh hiing Rama trong cudc chién chdng lai vua quy Ravana. Trong cac dén tho & An Do
déu c6 hinh anh Hanuman, vi than khi n6i tiéng véi v khi la qua chuy (gada), biéu
twong cho long dling cam va su trung thanh. Than rat sung bai ngwoi ban ciia minh la
Rama (vi vua anh hung, héa than cta Vishnu - Bang bao ton trong quan niém Trimurti
ctia An D6 gido) va ciing dugc Rama tin tudng, yéu thuong nht (trong nhiéu biic vé vé
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Hanuman c6 hinh Rama xam trén nguec). Hinh tuong than Hanuman mat khi in bong
trong van héa Khmer. Chting ta c6 thé bat ggp hinh anh Hanuman & khap noi, trong
sach v&, dén chua, tranh tuong, tranh phu diéu cham trd, va trong tin ngudng cau mua
cta ngroi Campuchia.

Truyeén thuyét vé Hanuman sau khi dén Trung Qudc thi dién bién thanh cau chuyén
Tén Ngd Khong ndi tiéng trong Tay du ky (Ngd Thita An). Theo y nghia Phat gido, Ngd
Khong 1a sy giac ngd tir nhitng cai khong: khong cha me, nha ctra, gia dinh, vo con...
Theo y nghia Lao giao, Ngoé Khong 1a con khi d4, sinh ra tit khoang trong cua Troi va
bdt [3]. Con khi nay la nguoi d6 dé/ ban duong cua cao tang Huyén Trang trong cudc
hanh trinh di thinh Kinh Phat. N6 khong chi la nguoi ban dwong hay bong lon ma con
la mot vi phu thuy Dao gido c¢6 phap thuat cao cuong.

Trong quan niém A Déng, Than (con Khi) ding hang thit 9 ctia 12 con vat trong Thép
Nhi Dia Chi. N6 di vao doi song qua nam than, thang than, ngay than, gio than. Trong
quan niém cua dan tdc Han, khi duwoc xem la con vat cat tuong. Do chir hau (khi) va hau
duoc dung chung va c6 am giéng nhau, nén trong nhiéu btrc tranh ¢6 vé hinh con khi
véingu y phong tudc quan hau (“Phong hau treo dn”, “Poi doi phong hau”, “Ma
thuong phong hau”). Ngoai ra, khi con xudt hién trong cac nghi thitc cing t€ (dan toc
Cao Son ¢ Dai Loan), vd thuat truyén thong (vd hau quyén), trong nghé thuat biéu dién
(san khau Kinh kich véi nhitng tich tudng c6: Dong Thuy Liém, Nio thién cung, Kim dao
trdn, Muwon quat, Dong Vo ddy...), nghé thuat tao hinh (hdi hoa, diéu khéc), nghé thuat
ngon ti (tuc ngtt, thanh ngt, truyén thuyét, van hoc viét)...

O Nhat Ban, do anh huéng ctia van héa Trung Hoa, motif “khi bt béng trang trong
nudc” rat phd bién trong nghé thuat hoi hoa. Tai vung Nikko (cach Tokyo chirng 140
cay s6 vé hudng Bac), trong dén Toshogu con luu gitt mot biic diéu khic 6 bang gb ctia
nghé nhan Hidari Jingoro (thé ki XVII) rdt ndi tiéng, ¢ tuwong 3 con khi tén Mizadu (bit
mat), Kikazadu (bit tai), Iwazadu (bit miéng). Hinh teong 3 con khi vita la sang tao nghé
thuat, dong thoi vira an chta nhidu y nghia sau xa ma nguoi Nhat mudn gri gam: bit
mét d&¢ ding TAM ma nhin, bit tai d¢ diing TAM ma nghe, bit miéng d& dung TAM ma
néi. Khi TAM 6 trang théi “Tinh”, khong bi qudy ray, phan tan boi diéu xau, thi TAM
méi “ngd” ra diéu Thién. Lic nay, hay dung cai TAM thién, TAM dep... ma
nghi/noéi/lam.

Trong tin ngudng ctua nguoi Ai Cap ¢6 dai, hinh anh than Thoth (vi than Mdt Trang,
bao trg ctia cac nha thong thai va nhitng ngwoi c6 hoc thiec; “Vi than ctia Thanh thu”
chuyén ghi lai 16i ctia Ptah - Than tao thé, ciing nhu nhitng phan quyét ctia Anubis khi
than nay can linh hon cua nguoi chét) duoc tao dung dudi dang mot con khi dau cho
tréng to 16n [1; tr.480]. Than Thoth dong thoi 1a nghé si, ban ctia hoa, ctia veeon tuoc va
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cua hoi he; nha ma thuéat c6 hiéu lwec nhat va tat nhién la ngwoi dan linh hén. Bidu teong
ngwoi do lwong, dan linh hon cting xuat hién trong quan niém ctua nguoi Tay Tang qua
vi than Shinje cling c6 dau khi [9; tr.58].

Trong nén van héa phuong Tay, hinh anh con khi xuat hién kha mo nhat bén canh cac
con vat than thoai nhuw nhan ma, nhan sw, my nhan ngu... Con khi, tén cudp duong, ké
lidu linh vui tinh, né choc ttic gay ndi cdu nhung lai lam ngudi bang nhiing su duia cot
cua nd, dugc minh hoa trong than thoai Hy Lap vé nhiing Cercopes (Kercrop - giong quy
lin chuyén s6ng bang nghé cudp duwong) [1; tr.481]. Khi tro nén gan giii hon trong nén
van hoéa dai ching phuwong Tay qua hinh tuong King Kong - con khi dot khong 16 trong
bd phim khoa hoc gia twong cling tén ctia dao dién My Ernest B. SChoedsack (1933, sau
do tiép tuc duoc lam lai vao 1976 va 2005). Mac du xuat hién mudn hon rat nhiéu so véi
t6 tién ctia né, nhung King Kong lai ¢6 stic lan toa vo cling nhanh trén khap thé gioi
nho nhitng wu thé tuyét voi ma nghé thuat dién anh hién dai dem lai.

Nhu vay, ttt Pong sang Tay, tw ¢6 chi kim, du c¢6 dam nhat khac nhau ¢ cac nén van
hoa, khi trd thanh mot biéu tuwong xuyén van hoa, ¢ strtc manh biéu trung phong phu,
da dang cho nhitng y niém da chiéu, da dién va tham sau vé nhan dang, nhan/tam tinh,
nhan sinh. Bi€u tuwong nay lam nén d¢ sau, sttc nén, tiéng vang ngan trong s tri nhan
ctia moi toc ngudi gan véi mdi déc tinh tu duy, moi nén van hoéa khac nhau.

2. Khi trong ngon ngir doi sdng nguoi Viét

Cac nha khoa hoc déu thira nhan rang gitta ngdn ngit va van hda, ngén ngit dan toc va
van héa dan toc c6 médi quan hé gan b chit ché. Ngdn ngit 1a mot trong nhitng thanh
t0 dac trung nhat cia bat et nén van hda dan tdc nao. No6i mot cach biéu tuwong nhu
P.M. Dostoievski thi: “ng6n ngt la dan toc”, hay Albert Camus: “T6 qudc cta toi la
tiéng Phap”. Chinh sy dac thu ctia van hoa dwgc biéu hién trong ngdn ngtr da quy dinh
ddc trung van hoa - dan tdc cta hanh vi néi nang 6 nhitng nguoi thudc cong dong van
hoa - ngon ngtr khac nhau.

Nguoi Viét von thoat thai tir nén van hda lia nwdce, bén canh hinh anh con trau, con co
vOn rat gan giii, than thudc trong tam thixe mbi ngudi dan Viét; con khi hién dién nhuwe
mot loai vat mang lai ndi lo lang, bat an. Bdi ngay xua, khi rudng dong dang con gan

ring nui, khi hay dén pha hoai hoa mau, anh huwong khong nho téi doi s6ng con nguoi.

Mic du vay, nguoi Viét lai khong so va khong ghét khi. Trong 12 con gidp, néu nhuw

hinh anh con Rong, biéu twgng gan chung ta nhadt vé mat tam linh, tinh than, thi Khi lai

la biéu tuwong gan chung ta nhat vé mat vat chat, thé xac. Nguoi Viét nghi dén rong voi
tam thé “kinh nhi vién chi” béi su linh thiéng, linh ting ctia né, con véi khi nguoi Viét

lai to ra than thién, sudng sa, c6 thé bong lon, dua cot.
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Trong tiéng Viét c6 11 tir dwoc dung d€ chi khi: hau, khi, khai, khec, khon, twou, ndm,
bu du, dwoi woi, veegn va nghé; goi 1én an tuong vé thoi lau tau, nghich ngom, pha
phach va phét lac. Trong cudc sdng hang ngay, nhitng 16i mang lién quan dén khi xuat
hién kha nhiéu, nhung hau hét mang mot sac thai nhe nhang - méang yéu, cing mot
chut bon cot: “D6 khi!”, “D6 khi gié!”, “D6 con twou!”, “D6 con khec!”, “D6 nom!”, “D6
bu du!”, “Nay, lam tro khi gi day!”, “D6 khi d6t, thdy ma ghét!”, “Khi mdc, durng tudng
bd!”... Gdp phai chuyén chang vira y, thi “Khi that!”, “Khi ho!”, “B& khi”...; that vong,
bwec bdi khi viéc chwa xong: "Chfang dwoc viéc khi gi ca”, ”Chéng ra cai khi kho gi ca!”
37 ndm di thi véi tdm khoa thi déu hong, TG Xwong da giéu minh, rta doi, tung hé
nhitng cdi nhd nhang, bat cong, phi li ctia xa hdi bang 16i than tho sau cay: “Cte nhan:
cau dm Ky/T tai: con d6 My/Thi thé ma cing thi!/Oi khi oi 1a khi!” (Than sw thi - Ta
Xuong).

Dan gian tao dung kho kinh nghiém song (“tai khdn”), quan niém song, triét ly nhan
sinh sau sac lién quan dén con khi. D6 1a 16i nhan nht than trong, cAn nhac khi tng xt
v6i khuyét diém cta nguoi khac: “Con ché ché khi 1am 16ng/ Khi lai ché ché dn déng an
dai”; “Chudt chti ché khi rang hdi/ Khi lai tra 16i: “Ca ho may thom”; khi nhin ngudi va
dung nguoi: “Nudi ong tay 40, nuodi khi dom nha”, “Nubi khi gitt nha, nudi nai cai dai
doc gia”. D6 con 1a 16i ché bai nhitng viéc 1am khong hiéu qua, chang di dén dau, chi
lam moi viéc tro nén r8i ram: “Giét ga doa khi”, “Rung cay nhat khi”, “D day khi leo
cay”; nhiing 10i hita suoéng, hita d€ ma cd, cho qua chuyén: “Hra hwou hiva vueon”;
nhic khéo vé théi do cau 6, khé chiu: “d6 khi dinh mam tdm”, “nhin nhé khi khi dinh
mim tém”, “mit nhin nhw khi/teou”, “nhin nhé nhu khi n ging”, “khé tinh nhu con

4

nom”,...

Dan gian con gli gam nhitng bai hoc mang triét Iy nhan sinh sau sac: phai biét bang
long véi nhitng gi dang cd, ché bai thit nay lai gdp thit khéc t6i té hon: “Khinh khi (lai)
méic déc gia”; goi tén dung sy vat vdi ban chat cua no, vat nao chd ay, déu co vi tri cuia
minh, ding dung vi tri cia minh la thuan, nguoc lai 1a nghich: “Khi lai l1a khi, meo lai

hoan meo”.

Ngon ngit la linh hon ctia dan tdc, 1a hinh anh truc ti€p cua tu duy. Hinh twgng khi anh
xa trong 10i an tiéng n6i hang ngay ctia nguodi Viét phan nao da thé hién nét van hoéa
cling nhu tdm hon Viét qua cach ndi, cach nghi, cach 1am. Lang nghe tit nhitng 16i/diéu
noéi dy, chung ta sé nhan ra guwong mat, tiéng noéi cua dan tdc. Gan gi, binh di, ¢d khi
thong tuc nhung mdi cau tir lai mang mot chiéu sau cta thi triét hoc van héa - nhan
sinh sau sac.
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3. Bi€u trung khi trong ngdn ngit van chuwong Viét

Ttr ngdn nglt dén van hoda hay tir danh xung dén biéu tuong, khéng phai lac nao hinh

anh con khi ciing bao quat hét y nghia “mau gdc” ctia nén van héa. Ty theo sw tri
nhan, dac trung tw duy cua ting dan toc ma cd nhiing nét biéu trung noi troi, dwoc
hién thuc hda qua cac tir - biéu twong. Diéu nay nd “tao nén sy khac biét vé cap do

trong su chuyén hda ctia cdc “mau gbc” thanh cac biéu tiong ngdn ngtt - van hda & cac

dan toc khac nhau” [5; tr.50]. Qua d6 n6 phan anh ddc trung van hoa - dan tdc cia ngdn
ngtt va tu duy trong tiéng Viét, van hoa Viét va nguoi Viét. Hinh anh khi khong chi

xudt hién trong ngdn ngtr doi song nguwoi Viét, ma con di vao ngdn ngir van chuong véi

nhiing biéu trung da dién, da sac thai.

Khi biéu trung cho sy hoang ving, xa x6i, tinh ling: Mdi truong song tw nhién cta khi
chu yéu 1a ntii riing xa x6i, hiém trd, nén né duwgc dung biéu trung cho sw V:fmg veé,
hoang liéu, c6 tich. D& dién ta canh hoang da, budn tham, héo lanh, khong c6 béng
dang nguoi, noi son cung thuy cdc, ngwoi Viét thuong dung thanh ngti: “Khi ho co

gay” hay “Vuon hti chim kéu”. Khong gian ay con pht 1én tdm trang, tinh cam cua con
ngudi. D6 1a ndi long trac an ctia nguoi con gai khi 18y chong xa: “Ma oi dimng ga con
xa/ Chim kéu viron hti biét nha mé dau”; ndi ¢o6 don, 1é ban ctia “phén géi” don chiéc:

“Khi bong con 1én non kiém trai/ Cam thuong nang phan gai mo c6i”; niém khac khoai,

lo lang, hoang hét trong ting buwdc chan ctia ngudi vo vuot ndi bang déo chay theo

béng dang ctia chong minh dang dan xa khuat: “Mo6 hoi gié duwom/ Thiép thuong chong

thi€p phai chay theo/ Con oi, me dat 1én déo/ Chim kéu bén no, virgn tréo bén kia”; hay

ndi long u budn, luyén tiéc ctia nguoi thi si khi sap stra ly biét muia dep nhat trong nam:
“Nhan vé én lai bay di/ Dém thi vieon hét, ngay thi ve ngam” (Cdm thu, tién thu - Tan

pa).

Khong gian dy con goi 1én ndi 4&m anh, hoang mang boi nhiing su heo hut, vang vé, ron
ngop: “Chiéu chiéu dat ban qua déo/ Chim kéu bén né, vuron tréo bén ni (Ly qua déo -
dan ca Hué), “Dém i la dong swong tai em nghe con vueon/ nd kia a con a nan ni a
duong w hy du con i hi” (An & trong rirng - dan ca quan ho Bac Ninh); hay nhitng hiém
nguy rinh rap trong tirng budc chan trd vé cua Kiéu Nguyét Nga gitta ritng sau sau khi
dwoc Luc Van Tién ctru: “Trai qua dau tho duwong dé,/ Chim kéu vuegn hu t& bé nude
non” (Luc Vin Tién - Nguyén Dinh Chiéu).

Khi biéu trung cho canh sic va niém u hodi nguyén thiiy: Hinh anh khi/ vuon thuong
g0i cho chiing ta nghi dén thoi méng muoi, man dai khi loai nguoi chua tién hoéa, van
“4n 1ong & 16”7, chung séng vdi cac loai dong vat khac trong ritng xanh nti tham. N6 goi
khong khi tién stt mit mung, tich mich, u am, ron nguoi: “Roi nhiing dém sau b6ng
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hién vé,/ Vuon lam tuyén khéc ron trang khuya./ Pau day u udt hon so ¢6,/ Ting béng
ma rung theo budce di (Nhitng hieong sao roi - Mé hon ca/phin I. Tho nguyén thuy - Dinh
Hung); goi vé trong hoang twdng, mdng mo mot vung nguyeén so: “Ta mé tiéng vuon
sau mudn kiép/ Chim ntii cAm canh, hodng goi bay (Ldm tuyén vién méng - Dinh Hung),
cung mot troi tinh thai ¢6 xwa, u mong: “Trai song nwdc, vuot qua tirng chau tho,/ Ta
dén day nghe vuon nui kéu sau (Nguwoi con gdi thién nhién - Dinh Hung).

Khong chi goi khong gian hong hoang, Bui Giang con ddy niém u hoai tién st cua minh
1én xa hon nita trong thoi gian tién s, qua hinh anh “dwoi woi” - nguoi chua thanh
nguodi. Trong ban chat ctia than phan 1am nguoi, thi s dau ndi dau ctia kiép nhan sinh,
noi dau ctia sy that bai trong nd lwc vuot qua sic khong, ngti udn, vo thuong. @ng
khong sao dat dwoc budce chan vao coi thanh tinh v6 vi. Thi si ty day vo minh trong
hinh hai “dwoi woi, con vat, giong khi, ngtra mat cudi vu vo” (hinh anh “dién” cua Bui
Giang). Nhan ra “tinh thé dwoi woi” trong phan nguoi la mot gidc ngd tw tudng cua Bui
Giang [8]. Nha tho nhan ra Phat Tanh trong hinh hai dwoi woi ctia ngweoi, caa “t6i”. Vi
try, thoi gian 1a nhat thé, ty tai, khong sinh khong diét: “Hodc rang nguoi ciing 1a t6i/
Hay 1a t6i ciing 1a t6i nhw nguodi/ Ay rang tinh thé dudi woi/ Loi ring quyét tuyét va

twoi vui va...” (Xdéa nhoa).

Vuron biéu trung cho tam hon quan ti, khi phdch nguoi tu hanh, an ddt chi lam ban vdi
vieon (va hac) é choén lam tuyeén: Tiéng vuon kéu ai oan, tham thiét, c6 “ndi han” 1a mot
cam xUc nam trong “that tinh”: “hi, ng, ai, cy, &i, 6, duc”. Nhitng yéu t6 khién con
nguoi sinh vong niém, mé kién. Hinh tuwgng “Ma y tam vién” (y ngua, long vuon) la
mot an du ctia Thién hoc chi ngudi phdng tung nhw con ngua, con vuon, khong bao gio
& yén mot chd, ma ludn dao dong, vong cau. Hinh anh Thién nhan trong bai tho Yén Tt
son Long Déng t (Nguyén Trung Ngan) da cham duoc cai khoanh khac dén ngo diéu ki
ctia bac tri gia, khi tam da hoan toan tinh ling, an nhién, khéng bi “tap nhiém”, khién
cho moi vong niém da bi diét trie: “Cach lam hiru han vién minh nguyét,/ Y thap vo
ngon tang doi san” (Bén riing cé tiéng vueon ai oan kéu dwdi trang/ Tua vao giwong
khong ndi, nha st nhin nui).

Khong gian tho mong, thanh thodat, u tich, sdu léng la noi chon d€ van vat cuing quy tu
vé dudi béng Thién d€ chiém nghiém, thanh loc, dudng tam: “Chim 6c ban can hoa
nang cing/ Viron bong con ké ctra nghe kinh/ Nuong am vang But hién tir bi, gi6 hiu
hiu, may nhé nhe/ K& song thura thay ngbi thién dinh, trang vang véc, nai xanh xanh”
(Vinh Vin Yén tw phii trong Thién Tong ban hanh - Thién su Thién Quang). D6 cling la
chon binh yén, ngudn sudi lanh dé dudng nuoi, xoa diu tdm hon ngwoi quan te von da
tirng chiu nhiéu song gio, bi kich trong cudc doi: “Dau nguoi di la da mon/ Puong hoa
van vit tric ludn/ Ctra song rai xam hoi nang/ Tiéng viuon vang kéu cach non” (Bai s6'
21, Quéc Am thi tdp - Nguyén Trai). Chinh cfing noi d6, ngudi quan t te nhi véi long,
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thé cung “vién hac”, chon tam thé'lanh xa cdi tran tuc, d€ hoa cung thién nhién, trd vé
v6i ban nguyén/ban thé: “Thé cung vién hac, trong hai dy,/ Thay c6 hai han chd dai
dang” (Man thugt - Nguyén Trai).

Khi biéu trung tdm trang, cam xiic da chiéu ciia con nguoi: Trong sO cac loai vat, khi 1a
loai giong nguoi nhat. N6 khong chi c6 nhiéu nét gan giii voi con nguoi vé thé xac, ma
ca cach biéu hién cam xug, tinh cam. Diéu d6 1i giai tai sao ngwoi ta hay so sanh nhiing
trang hudng cam xtc ctia con ngudi voi loai khi. Nguoi dang c6 ndi long khong vui,
kho tam, cau c6, kho chiu v6i moi nguoi thi “Mét nhan nhw khi an 6t” (hoac “Nhédn nho
nhu khi an gtrng”); “Rau ri nhw khi chét con”; “Vuon lia cay cd ngay vuon rii/ Anh xa
nang mat u may chau”. Trong Truyén Kiéu, d€ ta tiéng dan ctia Kiéu khi nang phai mua
vui cho tiéc mirng cong cua H6 Ton Hién, ké mai giét chong minh, Nguyén Du d viét:
“Mbt cung gi6 tham, mwa sau,/ Bon day nhé mau nam dau ngdn tay/ Ve ngam vuon
hét nao tay/ Lot tai HO cling nhan may roi chau (cau 2569 - 2572). Panh dan bén canh
xac chong, minh méi vui bén bo séng, cam xuc cua Kiéu gan nhu chét roi.

Nhu vay, tr mot biéu tuwong xuyén van hoa, khi da bude vao trong doi sdng con nguoi
qua l6p ngdn tir doi thuong va ngdn ngtr nghé thuat. Qua trinh dich chuyén, tham thau
tlr “mau gbc” Ay da thé hién dic trung van héa, dan tdc trong cach nghi, 16i néi ctia
nguoi Viét. Nghi vé biéu tuong khi trong ngdn ngt va doi song cling la cach dé€ ching
ta ti€p can, kham pha va luan gia nhiing biéu hién da dién, nhiéu chiéu, phtic tap cta
van hoa, tam thitc dan tdc Viét. Bang diém nhin van hoa, triét hoc nhan sinh, tinh than

nghiém sinh, biéu teong khi da goi day, ndi két nhitng ki tc van hda cua nhan loai voi
cudc song hién dai, tir tdc nguoi nay dén toc nguoi khac vé cac van dé thé gidi quan,
nhan sinh quan sau sic ctia mdi ca nhan, dan toc, nhan loai.
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Khi gio... con bu du!

- Tét Binh Théan di x6ng d4t, no6i chuyén Khi...
- Dung lam tro khi. Khong ai mudn bi giong ca nim dau!

Tét con khi ma khong duwegc néi dén khi thi néi gi bay gio? Chang 18 lai 1ai nhai nhitng
cai “biét roi, khd 1dm, ndi mai”?

Thoi thi, mgt liéu ba bdy ciing liéu. Ct ndi chuyén Khi. Ai chtri nguoi dy nghe...
Khi Viét Nam...

Trong s6 12 con gidp cua lich ta thi chi c¢6 Khi la bi mang nhiéu tiéng xau. Vi sao vay? Vi
khi... khi ldam. Nhung... khi 1a cai gi?

Khi 1a tiéng Viét. Con khi ¢6 tén trong Tir dién Alexandre de Rhodes (1651).

Di nhién la Khi khdng c6 mit trong cac sach viét bang chit hén cta ta. Khi chi xudt hién
trong van ban viét bang chit ndm hay qudc ngir.

C6 hai cach viét chit ndm Khi.
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1- Khi (ndm) = bo Khuyén + chir Khi (b6 Dau).

(Maiorica (1646)(1), Tw vi Huynh Tinh Ciia (1895), T dién Génibrel (1898), Tam thién
tw, Ngii thién tu v.v.).

2- Khi (ndm) = bd Khuyén + chit Khi (b9 Tau)(2),(3).
Khi (bd Bau) nghia la Ha (nghi van tt, to y con ngo).
Khi (hay Khéi, bd Tau) nghia 1a diing 1én, day 1én, bat dau (khoi nghia, khéi cong...).
Con vat biét diing 1én bang hai chan dwoc tiéng Viét goi 1a con Khi hay con Khdi.
Duing chit Khi (bd Dau) dé€ viét tén con Khi khong khéo bang dung chit Khi (bo Tau).

Ho hang nha khi sinh sdng tai Viét Nam kha dong dac. C6 Vuon (dén tir cht han Vién),
c6 Twou (Tiéu)... Thoi Tay, vung nti Hai Van ¢ con Vooc (bién &m cua Vuon?), con
Douc (khi Pot?), mién Béc c6 con Bt du...

Biu du...

Vao khoang nhitng nam 1930, van hoc Viét Nam bSng xuat hién mot con khi mdi la tén
la b du.

Con “bt du” von loai tinh quai,
Khi bo doi xuéng dudi am cung.
Doa day man han lao lung,
Pau don 1én chén bui héng tai sinh.
(.-.)

Diém vuong lai cho 1én duong thé
Bat lam anh thuyét si nta mta
Pua d0i mé mua, moéi khua
Ba dau cling doc “dit cua” ti ti
Miéng soen soét khdc gi con vet
B0 mua may lai hét khi gia
Thuee la khi vet tinh hoa?

(Ta M, Ba kiép con b dii, 1934)

Théng 8 nam 1937, Dong Duwong tap chi dang truyén ngan Di sin khi ctia Vii Trong
Phung. Truyén c6 con bii ru:
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(...) Ntra gio sau chiéc xe d€ vuong ay dén dong Khao Ky (Bac Can). Anh chang tho,
nguoi gac am va gac dén, da dén chung toi:

- Bam cdc quan, moi cac quan hay di xem dong da, chtt bl ru thi chdc nita chiing méi
kéo nhau xudng rudng.

Poan sau, Vi1 Trong Phung lai viét:
T6i hoi anh chang thd thi han dap:
- Bdm quan, bay gio thi khi né xudéng an trom ngo roéi con gi!(4)

T4 Md va Vii Trong Phung néi rang bii dit hay bii ri: déu 1a con khi. Nguoi mién Bac
phat am khong phan biét du va ru. Bu di hay bil ri chi la mot.

Tén bu du tir dau ra?

Tw vi Huynh Tinh Cua, Tw dién Génibrel xudt ban trong Sai Gon hay Tw dién Hpi Khai Tri
Tién Dirc (1931) xuat ban ngoai Ha N§i déu khong co bii dil.

Tam cho rang ndm 1931, Viét Nam chuwa c6 bii dit. Phai chd dén nam 1937, Tw dién
Gustave Hue moéi c6 tt bu du. Hue chi viét bu du la bién am (ding hon la ghi am) cta
tlr bouzou ctia tiéng Phap. Tiéc rang Hue khong cho biét bu du nghia la gi.

Céc ttr dién cta ta sau nay (Pao Pang Vy, Khai Tri, Van Tan, Hoang Phé) déu c6 b dii,
co nghia la con khi (macaque).

Bui du c6 phai la bu du khong? Bouzou ctia Hue la céi gi?

Tra tim trong tr dién Larousse va Robert thi khong thay ttr Bouzou. Cuing khong thay
giong khi nao cd tén phat am gan gidong Bouzou.

Tra tim ki hon ntta thi thdy Robert c¢é tir Boubou (bu bu).
Theo Robert thi Boubou la tiéng malinké, mot thé am ctia vung xung quanh nudc Guinée
(chau Phi). Boubou du nhép vao tiéng Phap vao cudi thé ki 19 va c6 nghia la “con khi,

hay b da khi. Boubou con cd nghia (16ng?) la cdi do ctia ngwoi da den Phi chau”.

(Larousse cting c6 ttr Boubou nhung Boubou ctia Larousse chi c6 nghia la 4o ctia ngroi da
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den Phi chau).
Nam 1884, nudc ta bi thuc dan Phap d6 hg. Cudi thé' ki 19, dau thé ki 20, Phap da dua
nhiéu linh Phi chau sang Viét Nam. M&y ong nho noi, cft nha chiy nay da dat
theo Boubou sang Vién Dong. K& tir ngay 4y, nti ring Viét Nam bat dau c6 mén boubou,

ddc sdn Am thuc ctia linh Phi chau.

Boubou von 1a mot tho am, rat co thé da dwoc dam linh Phi chau thudc mot bo toc nao
do phat am thanh Bouzou nhuw Hue da ghi.

Bouzou (bu du) cua Tw dién Gustave Hue l1a con khi Boubou ctia tir dién Robert. Bouzou da
dwoc Viét hoa thanh b di.

RGt cude, bii du 1a con khi cua... tdy den rach mit!
Tro lai truyén Di san khi (1937) ctia Vii Trong Phung.

Anh chang nguoi thé séng & Khao Ky (Bac Can) cling goi khi 1a bii rit. Tén Bii it da
duoc pho bién rong rai dén cac dan toc thiéu so Viét Bic hay Vi Trong Phung da cho
nguoi thd dung ngdn ngtt cua nguwoi Ha Noi?

Khi cua dan gian...

Phong tuc xuwa cua ta kha ki thi Khi.

- Nguoi budn ban kiéng nghe ngwoi ta nédi tiéng “con khi”(5).

- Ngay Tét, kiéng ndi “con khi”(6), e lam &n xai quay(7).

Tai sao vay?

Tai may 6ng d6 da dem rao giang mé chit nghia nira mua cho dan qué.

Tw dién Thiéu Chiru c6 chix Khi (b Mich) nghia la:

1- Cac thit the lua c6 hoa béng chang chit, khdng dung soi thang, déu goi 1a khi.
2- Xién xeo, Iam 1an. Khi dao 1a duong 16i ngoat ngoéo nhu van to xién xeo vay.

3- Tuoi dep.
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(T dién Dao Duy Anh doc chit Khi (b6 Mich) la Y va dinh nghia la: Tdm vai nhiéu sic.
Dep dé).

Dan gian da hiéu Khi la xién xeo, lam lan, ngoat ngoéo.

Ngudi buén ban khong mudn nghe ai 4m chi minh 1a xién xeo, ngoat ngoéo hay lam
1an. Ngay Tét lai cang phai kiéng ndi dén nhitng tinh xdu nay. So bi gidong ca nidm.

Doan Trién viét An Nam phong tuc sdch bang chit hdn. Con Khi 1a Hiu.

Chit Hiu khong giai nghia dwoc nhitng cai “xién xeo, ngoat ngoéo” nhuw chit Khi. Chi
c6 Khi mdi giai nghia dwge mot phong tuc la caa Viét Nam.

Ciu khi...
Ngay xwa, nhiéu lang qué (mién Nam) nuwdc ta co cai ciu khi.
Cé nhiéu dinh nghia khac nhau.
- Cau khi 1 cau lam d&i, bac mot hai cay so sai. (Huynh Tinh Cua).
- Cau khi (pont de singes) 1a cau kho di. (Génibrel).

- Cau khi 13 cau lam béng mot hay hai cay tre, g6, v.v., bic qua sudi, lach, thuong cé tay
vin. (Hoang Phé).

Cau khi cua Génibrel c6 thé bi hiéu [am la cau caa khi, duoc khi dung dé€ qua lai.
bc két lai, c6 thé dinh nghia:
- Cau khi la cau tre so sai ¢6 tay vin, kho di, duoc bic qua sudi, lach.
Tai sao lai goi la cau khi?

Tai ciu ngoat ngoéo kho di. Chan cau la nhitng 8ng tre cam xién xeo (hinh X). Nhin ttr
xa giéng nhu con khi dtng. Ngodt ngoéo, xién xeo hay ditng lén déu 1a khi ca.

Cau khi 1a cau cua nguoi. Ttr xwa tdi nay, nuwdce ta chwa hé bac cau dé€ cho khi qua lai.
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Khi kho, khi gio...
Khi kho, khi moc 1a tiéng mang, néi khong c6 su chi, khdng nén su chi (Huynh Tinh Cua).
Kho nghia la kho héo, kho rao.
Con ga béo ban bén Ngo, con ga kho ban ling giéng.
Nghia rong cua kho 1a kém, la xdu.
Tai sao khi kho lai c6 nghia la khong c6 gi?

Cht Khi (bd Mich) cling ¢ nghia 1a twoi dep. Khi kho la cai twoi dep da bi kho héo, hét
dep r6i. Vi nhu hoa héo, nguoi hét duyén.

HGi ban dwong xa. Hdi hoa (i) cho khéo. Hoa nao heo héo, thi hdi b6 di. Ché dé'lam chi (it w 1)
hoa tan.

Khi kho bi coi nhi khong con gi, “khong c6 su chi”, “khong nén s chi”.
Khi kho khong phai la xac con khi phoi kho.
Mién Béc c6 thanh ngtt Khi gié (néi dt 1a Khi phdi gid), dung d& mang, chiri.
Phai gi6 1a bi trung gié ddc, sap chét. Khi gid 1a cai tuoi dep bi gié doc, sap hét.
Khi gié ngoai Bac twong dwong véi Khi kho trong Nam.

Mién Trung cling c¢6 Khi kho, Khi méc nhu mién Nam. Ngoai ra, con c6 thém Khi ho, Khi
gi6. Khi ho 1a tiéng rtia than mat. Khi gié 1a con cu li(8).

Thoi Phap, nudc ta ¢ thang cu li. Khong ngd ¢ ca con cu li.

Con cu li ¢6 phai la con courlis (cudc li) cia Phap khong? (Courlis 1a chim chan dai, mé
cong, song ven bo nude, dai khai nhu con cudc cua ta).

Nguoi Phap da dwa vao may thanh phd 16n nude ta mot lam tro khi (singer). Pugc gioi
thuong luu “tan tién” s6t sing hudng tng.

Lam tro khi 12 1am trd cudi, bt chude mot cach 16 bich.
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Thanh nglt thuong dwgc dung dé phé binh may 6ng «nghi gat» bu nhin thoi Phap,
hang hdi ting ho hdi dong thanh phd, ché giéu cac c6 tan thoi mic quan sodc ddnh ten
nit, cac cau dién giay tay, phi pheo thudc 14, di bdt phd’ (battre le pavé).

Lam tro khi khdng hay, khong vui nhon bang Khi lam tro.

Tré con rat thich xem khi lam tro, khi hat xi€c. Xem mady con khi ctia Son Dong mai
6 bidu dién ganh nudc, ddy xe, du giay. Khi lam tro mua vui gitip chti ban than duoc

tri ba binh. Thay tro kiém an qua ngay.

Ngay nay, du khach c6 thé 1én tau ra Pao Khi (Khanh Hoa) xem khi lam tro. Swéng
mat.

Vian hoc ¢ mot con khi (vieron) ndi tiéng.
Swu thin kij ké rang:
- Co nguroi bit dwoc hai con vuon con, thuong dem ra hién dua gion. Vieon me ngay
nao ciing dén ¢ trén cay gan dau nha, trong thay kéu tham thiét. It 1au sau vueon me

chét, xac roi xudéng gdc cay. Nguoi ta dem mo thi thay rudt dat ra ting doan.

Vian hoc ¢6 dung ttr dogn truong (dat rudt) dé ndi s dau dén, khd ndo qua trong cudc
d0i(9).

Dién hinh la truyén Kiéu cia Nguyén Du. Truyén c6 d¢én 19 tinh canh dogn trueong.

Vi dem vao tdp doan truwong
Thi treo giai nhat chi nhiwong cho ai.

Truyén Kiéu duoc nguoi doi sau goi la Doan trieong tin thanh.

Ngay Tét ndi toan chuyén Khi vé van. Bi giong dung co... nhdan nhw khi!
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Meénh con khi

Tt chén thanh d6 cho dén chon déo heo hut gid, anh duwong xuin chiéu téa rang soi
lam 4m 10ng nguwdi va mudn loai, mudn vat déu tot twoi.

0
Thién can Binh thudc hanh Hoa, dia chi Than biéu twong bang hinh anh con khi, dong
am véi chit “than” trong thuat nglt “thanh than” va dong nghia 1oi xung “Than” cua bé
toi lén céc chua.

%
é‘

Xudt phat tt y tudng trong lanh dy, cay gié dua duyén chuyén 10i chic tung “Than bat
that than”, c6 nghia la da 1a nguoi than ctia minh thi chang bao gio d& mat tinh than.
Nhac dén hinh tugng biéu trung ctia con khi khong thé nao khong lién nghi dén mot s§
su kién lich st lién quan vao cdc ndm Than.

1. Nép song doi thuong ctia loai khi

Khi séng theo bay dan twwong than tuong ai. It thi ndm bay con, nhiéu dén con s hang
chuc, hang tram. Khi dau dan c¢é quyén uy, wu tién c6 quyén an trude. Tuwong can voi
loai khi c6 vuon, voc, duoi woi, tinh tinh... Voc tam thé la loai ddng vat quy hiém, dwoc
x&p vao “sach d4”, cAm san bat. Nudc ta c6 loai voc ndy ¢ ni ritng mién Trung, cu thé
la 6 mién nai hai huyén DaKrong va Hudong Hoéa, tinh Quang Tri; hay Son Poong 6
vuon qudc gia Phong Nha - Ké Bang c6 loai khi d6t 16n nhat hanh tinh.

Khi cdi nudi con bang sita me, giau tinh thwong, sdn sang bao dung 1am ba vi nudi khi
con som mat me, loai muong tha khac va ké ca tré tho mo6 c6i me hodc bi bé roi. Mot khi
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khi con 16n 1én, khi me ban giao con khi con lai cho ¢§ chtt ma khong doi b6i hoan chi
phi nudi dudng. That 1a cao thwong!

Mot con khi duc to 16n, nhiéu tudi, diing manh dwgc bay dan ton 1én lam thu linh. Xa
hoi loai khi sdng ¢ né nép, o to chirc, cd ngoi thit. Dudi tredng cha tha linh c6 hang
chuc “phi tan va my n&*” d€ phung sy cho chuia dan va phat trién ctia noi giong ma
chang bao gid nghi dén tac hai ctia viéc gia ting dan s& theo cdp sd nhan.

Tha linh ¢6 quyén ra 1énh, giao viéc cho khi ¢ bén dudi, néu tréi y lam sai thi sé bi tri toi
bang cach cho nhitng can vé cao cau; toi ndng thi toi nhan khi bi can xé cho dén chét.

Néu cé loai mudng nao xdAm pham dén lanh dia ctia bay dan thi tat ca s&n sang tng
chién. Vao thoi ¢ dai con khi duoc phong than va tho cing hoa qua.

2. Hinh twgng con khi trong van st

Khi khong phai la gia stc, nhung ¢ mién nui da nuoi khi & vieon nha, riéng 6 thanh phd
thi hoa hiém c6 nha nubi khi trong 16ng lam canh.

Hinh anh khi 6 Thao Cam vién, nam 1919 mot thi s khuyét danh da vinh qua bai tho
vuon Bach Thu Ha Toi dwoc hinh thanh ttir nam 1897.

“Lii khi dwoc dn, bay lim chuyén
Dan chim chic miéng, hét ra tuong” (2)

Choi chit “khi”

Cai 16i “choi cht” ¢ trong cau doi, giai thoai khién cho van chuong chit nghia tré nén
da dang va phong ph, khé bét gép & cdc ngon ngit khac.

Ho6 Quy Ly duoc phong twdc hau: “Trung Tuyén Hau” vao nam 1380. Dai Nam quoc st
dién ca viét vé viéc Lé Quy Ly ph&lap, 6ng da truat phé vua Tran Thiéu D€ roi chinh
thitc 1én ngdi vao ndm Canh Thin (1400) bang hai cau luc bat:

“Thwong hoang mot gidc chiém bao
Bach ké xich chuy irng vao cdu tho” (1)

Xich chuy la “khi mom d6” (xich chay hau), y chi H6 Quy Ly. Tham thuy that! Tudng

ching nhu “khdng c6 khi” ma “la khi” theo cach néi bang tht phép an du.

Biic tranh thuy mdc vé khi
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Vé doi Trinh Khai (1783), Pang Kim lam quan t6i tudc hau, nhung vi mudn 1dy long
chua, lién xin d6i ho cua minh theo ho Trinh, tw dat tén Trinh An. Thién ha nghe tin ma
long ngao ngan. Tiéng xau lan nhanh.

Mot budi sang, Dang Kim khan do chinh té sang chau bén phai chtia. Vira ra khoi cong
thi thay trén tuong voi trang nha minh c6 ai d6 vé mot biec tranh thtiy mic. Tranh vé
mot cdy ¢6 thy, canh 14 tro troi, than cay xién han vé mot phia, ma gdc ré thi sap bat 1én
khoi mat dat; phia trén c6 mot chum day chac ba, loai day leo tao thanh nhw mot vong.
C6 mot con khi ndm ngt say li bi, chang biét troi trang ra sao ca.

Bén dudi biec tranh, viét hai cau tho luc bat bang chit Ném. Nay phién am ra chir qudc
nglt nhu sau:

“Khi o1, tinh ddy di thoi
Dirng cho cdy d6'di doi nha mi” (3)

Noi dung va bd tri cta btec tranh nhdm chim biém ong quan ho Dang tudc hau. La
thay, ngam chdt tho trao 1ong di dom va nhat tit du ludn quan ching day séng x6n sao
da khién cho Bang Kim cam thay xau hd, giat minh tinh ngo. @ng Xin tir quan va xin
dong toc rong luong tha thit.

Xem ra van chuong nghé thuat xwa da cam hoa duoc long ngwoi vi da kich ¢ hau.
Céu d6 dong lai mot tir “khi”

“D0"ai biét vdt gi mdi sinh ra
Thi la con siu
Sau héa con budém
Lai hoa thanh con cong
Sau lai bién thanh con lira
Ltea lai hoa ra cdo, cdo bién thanh khi” (4)

Tri twdng ctia nguoi xuwa that sau lang, tham hau. Goi 16i thach d6 &y 1a mot cong an thi
e rang cting chang sai. Ngay nay, goi d6 la mot trac nghiém do lwong tri tué thi van
dung. Thit dodn, roi xem 10i giai ma ¢ cha giai.

Tho binh din ciua nguoi Cham néi vé khi
Lay dung mao cta nguoi dan ba sinh ra duwdi ngdi sao xdu d€ vi von véi hinh anh con
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khi. Nha tho Inrasara da cat cong lan 16i trong dan gian Cham - Viét d€ suu duwoc “chat
ngoc” tr trong da dé€ viét thanh sach quy, lam giau cho kho tang van chwong binh dan
mang sac thai Chiém - Viét.

“Dan ba xdu nhw khi

Co chong ngoi ké, sang nhw vang” (5)
Nguoi Viét cd phong cach dién nghia bang tw duy thoang mé vé hinh anh con khi.
Tuc ngtt Viét co cau: “Bung bi rg, dn nhw bdo, lam nhw khi”.
Vé ca dao viét theo bién phap tu tir 1ong ngtt ¢ cau tiéu biéu:

“Bao gi0 cho khi deo hoa
Cho voi ddnh sdp, cho ga nhudm ring”.

Binh tho cho khi noé nghe

D¢ 1a ki€u noi rét chi la “Cao Ba Quat”. Vao nam Ty Dtic th 7 (1854), ho Cao phai
phung ménh ra lam Gido tho phu Qudc Oai, tinh Son Tay. 162 ndm vé trudc, phu nay la
chon “khi ho co gay”, dan cu con thua thot, hoc tro it 0i. Cao Ba Quat dén nham chire
ma long chang may vui. Cam xtic truedc tinh canh &y, 6ng 1y but viét thanh cau d6i dén
o treong hoc:

“Nha gido ba gian, mgt thay, mot cd, mot cho cdi,

Hoc tro ddam diva, niva ngueoi, niva ngom, niva duoi woi” .

Tong d6c Nguyén Ba Nghi (1807 - 1870) kiém nhiép 3 tinh Son, Hung, Tuyén, khi gap
lai ho Cao & Bac thanh Thang Long, da 1én mat hach dich. Vén truée day, Nguyén Ba
Nghi d6 Pho bang, Itic con lam quan tai Hué da titng bi Cao B4 Quat thang tinh ché van
chuong tho thién. Nay, quan 16n ra 1énh cho cac quan Gido tho, Huan dao ¢ cac cap phu
huyén ct ngay dau thang phai dan hoc tro dén tu tap tai Van Miéu tinh hat d€ binh
van. Ky nao quan Tong doc ciing lam chua toa méi vira long.

Thanh Quét khdng han dong tinh, nhung phai tuan lénh. Ong chi chon nhiing quyén
van hang xoang dén Van Miéu dé binh, con nhiing quyén nao hay thi gitr lai, roi dan
hoc tro 1én nai Sai Son dé€ binh riéng véi nhau. Cé nguroi hoi duyén cd, Cao Ba Quat noi:
“Binh trén nui cho khi né nghe, ¢ duwdi dat khong ai biét nghe” (6).

O chén nti ring, vach diing cheo leo 6 tai nghe. Viéc roi cling thdu tai quan 16m,
Nguyén B4 Nghi danh ngam qua bo hon.
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Vi sao ga c6 thé 1a mot trong mwoi hai con giap?
Nho nhit nhw con chudt va kiéu diing nhat nhuw con rong, mudi hai con giap trong
lich can - chi van mai thoi thuac 1€ nghi suy ctia muén van kiép doi trong cai nghiép
tan hang cta sw hiéu va ca “sy” lam nguoi.

Trong muoi hai con gidp, con chudt bé nho nhung la loai tinh ma nhat. N6 c6 thé “sa
chinh gao” d€ hdn ho sudt doi. Vi con rong mang ménh vua, khong ai biét va khong ai
nhin thdy nén ngua la loai to xac nhat du c6 con trau ding doé trong cu lan, tho kéch.
Chin con ¢6 bén chan, hai khéng chan (tat nhién van cé nguoi cho rang rong c6 chan)
va chi duy nhat loai ga c6 hai chan. Ga la dai biéu duy nhat cia mét “hoi dong” chi cd
hai chan. Pay khong thé 1a ngau nhién béi mudi hai con gidp 1a tu duy c6 chon loc d&
tao nén sy khuic chiét tw 1au roi.

Ct nhin ngam loai ga 1a toi lai nghi dén loai nguoi. Khong phai chi boi chiing ¢ hai
chan, c6 “ddi tay” bat luc khdng thé bay, khong thé cAm nam hay s mé ma bai toi
luén nghi ching nhu la hién than caa tudi xa xwa, dai dot ctia loai nguoi.

1. Ga ¢6 cai dau qua nho trong mot thé gidi rong 16n cua sy hiéu biét. Do vay, ga khong
bao gio c6 kha ndng dé “hod giai” nhitng van dé phtec tap chang han nhu mot céi triing
hay muoi hai cai triing, hodc khong, né van nam ap nhu thuong. D&i véi loai ga, vii tru
la mot cai gi d6 vira du d€ sinh ton. Khong khi nao loai vat nay ban khoan it ga con la
con ai ma chiing chi can biét &6 1a con minh. Mot khi ga me nghi rang d6 1a con minh
thi tat ca nhitng diéu con lai la vd nghia. Khoang khong gian sinh ton hop ly d6i véi ga
me 1a 10i ich ¢6 thé nhat cho 1d con ctia nd. Ga la loai vat cho thdy mot hinh anh rd rang
va dé hiéu nhat vé mo wdc phon thuce cta loai ngudi. Mot bay con dong duc, quay
quan &m cing xung quang ga me bao gio cling 14 sy thoa man day hung phan va ca ndi
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xtic d6ng. Quan hé gifta me con nha ga la mot mdi quan hé song phang, ranh mach
nhu quan hé cua nguoi... My! Trong thoi gian nudi con, ga me hy sinh tat ca cho 1 con
cta né. Thé nhung, mot khi con né da trudng thanh la diet khoat, khong thuwong tiéc;
no “cit det” moi mai rang budc, mot lan va mai mai. Day 1a bai hoc ma ngay ca con
nguodi cling con thua xa. Con ngwedi van ludn ludn mudn dwa ddm vao nhau cho du da
that sy treong thanh.

2. “Buoi quao” dé kiém &n la dan chiing day dt nhat ctia kiép ga. Can cti, chdm chi
sudt ngay khong liic nao ngirng nghi, loai ga cho thay ré mot hinh anh that chan xac vé
sw vat va va kho nhoc dé sinh ton. Day cling la loai vat duy nhat trén thé gidi nay kiém
&n bang... chan, tat nhién khong ké cac cau thu béng da! Do khong cé méng vudt va su
nhanh nhen nhw loai meo; khong c¢6 noc doc nhw loai rén nén su khé khan cua ga cang

nhu phai nhan 1én gdp boi. Hang chuc luot, tham chi 1a hang tram Jan cao béi nhiéu
khi chang kiém duoc gi. Loai ga chdp nhan diéu d6 nhw 1a mot méc nhién cta s§ phan

va khong hé phan nan, khong hé that vong, khong hé hét kién nhan va bén bi. Khong
phai ngiu nhién ma loai ga gan gfii, than thiét dén thé véi lang qué xwa. Ching nhu 1a
mot anh phan chan x4c cia nhitng ngudi sudt doi “mot nang hai swong”; quanh ndm

“ban mat cho dat, ban lung cho troi” sy khé nhoc ciia ga khong khac gi ngueoi noéng
dan: degc an hay khong con tuy thudc vao ménh troi. Mot tran bao khi Ita vtra chin téi

rat gidng véi nhitng tran mua dai 18 thé khién loai ga chang thé buoi cao, nhung van
phai song, phai ton tai trong déi rét.

3. C4 1& chang cd loai vat nao ngay ca trong gidc ngt cling phai chju dung khé khan toi
nghiép nhu loai ga. Hai chan ctia chiing bAm chac vao mdt nhanh cay hay mot khtic
tre. Chting vira ngt vira phai giit thang bang. Xét trén y nghia sinh ly hoc, ga 1a loai

khong bao gio ¢6 dwoc mét gidc ngt sau. D6 1a chwa ké con ga trong cit gay sudt dém
dé cho troi sang. Ga tréng gdy thi tat nhién cac & ga mai ciing chang thé ngu yén. Loai
ga con la loai vat ddc nhat tam khong can nuwdc. Cat va dat 1a nhitng “hat nudc” cta
ching. Mac dau ky cuc vay nhung ching van “ky co” rat can than trong mot [an tam
kha dai. Nhuw thé d€ thay rang ngay ca “thd vui” tam tap, ho hang ga cing cwec nhoc va
tat nhién la hong giong ai.

4. Loai ga trong suy nghi cta t6i 1a 1oai vat number one vé tinh kién nhan. Sudt ngay
nam trén 6 rom dé dp tring. Néu troi mua, ga mai c6 thé nam ly sudt may ngay. D6 1a
mot tw thé vo cung kho: canh phai luén xoe ra d€ che cho hét 6 triing; chan va than
minh thi phai han ché ctr ddng hét cd boi néu nguoc lai 1a mat nhiét, tring kho no
thanh con. Tinh mau ttr trong nhitng ngay &p tring la mot sy thiéng liéng kho giai
thich. Ta s& dé cho qua bang céi chac 1udi vé ban nang sinh ton. Lam sao lai don gian
dén thé khi quan sat mot thyce té: tir lic nhitng cdi mo ty hon nho ra khai voé tring ciing
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la ltic ga me tuc tuc goi con va sé tiép tuc goi nhu thé, khong ngirng nghi suét may
thang rong. Ga me sé khong bao gio roi xa dan con du chi vai budc. N6 yéu 6t va dé bi
tén cdng 1am nhung né sdn sang hy sinh ca mang s6ng dé bao vé dan con ctia né. Khi
kiém duoc thirc an, ga me luén nhwong cho con, né chi an céai phan con thira lai sau khi
dan con da no né. Médi Ian nhin dan ga con tiu tit xung quanh me chting, bao gio ta
cling c6 cam gidc that 1a dé chju vé sy 4m cting; vé cai 1& da diét ctia sy sé chia, vé hanh
phtc ctia nhitng diéu cho va nhin...

5. Trong cudc song cua nhitng nguoi ndng dan xwa, nhiing con vat xung quanh ho la
mot phéan cua chinh ban than ho. Vé mat nay, Ngo Thira An 13 mot thién tai: bon thay
tro Puong Tang va ca con ngwa bach la nam thugc tinh cia mét con nguoi.
Nguoi ndng dan xwa kia, trong quan hé vdi con trau hay con bo la quan hé chiu on boi
“con trau la dau co nghiép”. Trdu oi ta bao trdu nay; Trau dn no c6, triu cay vdi ta. Vi con
ché 1a quan hé “ban be”, quan hé tin cay, quan hé khen ngoi doi v6i mot loai vat khong
bao gio phan bdi va c6 “tinh than trach nhiém” rat cao. Véi loai lon (heo) thi ro rang la
mdi quan hé cua danh dum; mot cach dé tiét kiém strc lao dong va luwong thuc, thuc
pham déi, du...
Hau nhu khéng c6 nha nao khong nuoi ga. Ga tro thanh loai vat gan giii nhat va dé
nudi. Tham chi cé nhitng gia dinh (triedc day) chang cho ga an bao gio. O Nghé Tinh
qué t6i c6 cau: “Com méd cho diy bung ché, 16 (liia) mé cho diy diéu ga”. Sw thirc, mbi ngay,
ddi voi nguroi ndng dan xua, ga ludn cho nhitng qua tring “vang”. D6 1a nguon thuc
pham quy gid, vira phai ma gan nhw la khong... ton tién.

Vay thi vi sao ga tré thanh mot trong muoi hai con gidp? Day la cau hoi khong dé tra
loi. Tat nhién ngwoi viét bai nay cling chi man phép dé nhan dam trong Tét Con Ga ma
thoi. 5 van dé t6i néu ¢ trén la nhiing khai quat “so so” khi men rwou néng cua ngay
Tét dang lo 14t trong mat ai. Nhung du sao ciing phai “nhin thang vao sy that”.
Truwdce hét, ga la loai vat gan giii nhat vdi san va veon nha. Ngay nao chung ciing c6 thé
dem dén niém vui trong nhiing tiéng fuc ta, tuc tic ron rang. Pay la phan duwong nhw
khong thé thiéu duoc moi ngay. Thit hai, ga 1a biéu tuwong, tham chi 1a “tdAm guong”,
anh phan cta sy can ct, lam 1, cam chiu va bon phén ctia chinh ban than con nguoi.
Con trau cting cam chiu va vat va nhung né im lang qud, n6 “khé khan” qua. Th ba,
ga la hién than dich thuec, ro rang, day du cta thoi gian. Tham chi trong cach nghi cta
toi, ga gan nhuw la Chronus - vi than thoi gian trong than thoai Hy Lap. Tiéng ga gay da
tro thanh phan nhat dinh phai c6 trong moi ki€p doi.

Néu c6 chat thoi gian sau nhitng gio lao dong mét moi va suy tw nao d6, ban hay th
quan sat mot dan ga con dang riu rit, dai kho véi nhitng 4nh mét trong veo xung

quanh me no; t6i bao dam mot cach chac chan rang, nhat dinh ban sé mim cwoi va nhe
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nhom hon rat nhiéu. Déi khi chi bay nhiéu thoi, loai GA da vo cung xting dang dé
“sanh vai” cung hd va rong ma chang hé phai xdu hé mét teo nao...

G4, tir biéu twgng van héa dén biéu trung ngon ngir va van hoc

Tt lau, ga ludn xudt hién trong doi song van hoa nhiéu nudc trén thé gidi. Tt Dong
sang Tay, ttr c6 chi kim, ga da trd thanh biéu twong xuyén van hda, mang stcc manh
biéu trung cho y niém da dién, da chiéu vé vi try, thién nhién, nhan sinh, tam linh,
nhan tinh. Danh xung “ga” da di vao ngdn ngit doi sdng qua 10i an, tiéng noi hiang
ngay, qua thanh ngft, tuc ngtt, ca dao va tré thanh hinh teong déc sac, sinh dong trong
nhiéu sang tac van chwong Viét.

Ga - biéu twgng xuyén vin hda

La vat nudi dugc thuan hda tir 1au trong tu nhién, ga (vdi cac chung loai: ga gio
(poulet), ga gb (perdrix), ga gb den (tetras), ga 16i (faisan), ga séu (outard), ga tdy mai -
ga tay trong (dinde - dindon), ga mai (poule), ga tréng (coq) gan bé mat thiét véi cude

séng con nguoi, tré thanh loai vat linh thiéng trong cac nén van héa, gan chat véi nhigu
hé thong tin ngudng va tho cing ton gido.

* Ga trong nghi 1€ hién t¢] 1€ vjt

Trong than thoai Hy Lap, ga tr6ng c6 mat bén canh Léto, khi nit than nay c¢6 mang véi
than Zeus, sinh ra Apollon va Artémis. Vi thé n6é dugc cung hién cung mét lac cho ca
cac vi nam than & thai dwong (Zeus, Apollon) 1an cac vi nit than & thai am (Léto,
Artémis). Mic du da c6 16i khuyén du ctia Pythagore rang “hay nuoi ga tréng va dimng
giét n6 boi vi nd duoc cung hiéh cho mat troi va mat trang”, ga trdng van bj hién t& cho
Asclépios (than y hoc). C6 thé nhan thay st ménh dan dat linh hon ctia ga trong trong
cau chuyén huyén thoai nay, n6 bao tin cho thé gidi bén kia va dan dat linh hon nguoi
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qua c6 sang coi dy. Vai tro dan dat linh hon nguoi chét vé thé gidi bén kia cling dwoc
nguoi La Ma trao cho ga trong khi chung c6 maéi lién hé véi than Mercure, vi st gia di
nguoc xuodi khap ba coi sinh ton ttt Am phti 1én Thién gidi d€ dua tin cho cac vi than.

V6i nguoi Do Théi gido chinh théng, nghi 1& hién t& ga hodc c4 (nghi thikc kapparos)
mang y nghia vat hién t& sé dem di moi tdi 16i ctia ngudi 1am 18. Cai chét ctia vat hién t&
nhu mot 101 nhic nho nhing ké sam hoi re\”ang moi sinh ménh ctia ho déu ndm ca trong

tay Thuong dé.

* Ga - biéu twong ciia mdt troi, ngudn sang, tri minh tué

Trong van hda va ton gido cua nhiéu quoc gia, ga trong la mot biéu twong pho bién ctia
mat troi, tiéng gay cua né bao hiéu mat troi moc; no cling 1a biéu twong cda tri minh
tug, s sang suot. Trong dao Hindu ¢ An Do, ga trong la vat hiéu cua than Skanda (than
chién tranh), la hién than ctua ndng lwong mat troi. Trong Thanh Kinh, Giésu muon
hinh anh “ga me tic con minh lai ap trong canh” dé noéi lén tinh yéu thwong dac biét
Nguoi danh cho dan Hebrew (Do Thai). Nhung cling chinh Ngai thdy dugc ¢ ga trong
biéu tugng cuia sy canh giac, sy phan bdi va su thic tinh. Ba lan chdi mdi quan hé véi
Thay ctia Phérd da duoc Giésu tién bdo tir trede (kinh Tan Udc): “Thay bao that anh,
ndi dém nay, ga chua kip gay, thi anh da chdi Thay ba [an”. Ba trong bon cudn sach
Phtic &m trong Tan Udc viét vé cudc doi, cai chét va sy Phuc sinh ctia Chtia Giésu (Phtc
am Matthéu, Phic &m Mécco, Phiic am Luca) déu dé cap chuyén ga trong dong vai tro
la hién than cua Chua. Vi y nghia biéu trung cho mat troi: anh sang va su phuc sinh,
vao thé ky VI, Gido hoang Grégdrid I, vi gido hoang thit 64 ctia Gido hoi Cong giao da
tuyén b ga trong la biéu tuong cua Kito gido. Dén thé ky IX, Gido hoang Nicola I, vi
gido hoang thit 105 ctia Gido hoi Cong gido da ra 1énh dat hinh ga trong 1én tat ca cac
chép thap va thdp chudéng nha tho. Véi vi tri trén dinh cac thanh duong ay c6 thé “goi
nhé vé su wu thé cha tinh than trong doi sdng con nguoi, vé ngudn gdc tir trén troi cua
&nh sdng cttu rdi, vé sy canh tinh ctia tam linh chdm chti nhan bat trong béng t&i dang
tan ctia dém nhitng tia séng d4u tién cta tinh than sé chiéu roi khap thé gian” [1, tr.343].

* Ga - biéu twong cua sy thanh tinh, dai cit

Trong kinh dién nha Phat, ga la mot trong thap nhi stc, hay con goi la 12 thoi thq, bét
nguon tit Pai phurong ding dai tdp kinh, quyén 23 - Tinh muc phdm. 12 loai vat nay 1a bién
hién cua B6 Tat do hoa chung sinh, mdt ngay mot dém ¢ mot con vat lén troi d€ gido
héa ching sinh, sau 12 ngay, c6 10 con vat tu diec, duoc dau thai. Trong Phat dién
thuong dung “kim ké” (ga vang) d€ vi vdi ty tinh thanh tinh ctia ching sinh. Trong Tao
twong lwgng do kinh thi 18y “mat ga” d€ hinh dung khuén mat ctia B6 Tat [4, tr.262]. Ga
cling xuat hién trong cdc treong tir vung lién quan dén Phat gido Thién tong (“Ldy ga
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lam phuwong” am chi syt khong phan biét dwoc chinh phap va vong tedng, “Chim ga di
trén tuyét” vi véi sw van dung ki diéu sy khac biét gitra chan 1i sy viéc va sy binh déng,
“Gia lam tiéng ga” ham chi y d6 ltra gat) va cau chuyén trong kinh Phéat (“Cau chuyén
vé ga va meo” trong Tap bdo tang kinh quyén 3).

Trong quan niém A Pong, Ga (Dau) ding hang thit 10 ctia 12 con vat trong Thdp Nhi
Dia Chi. N6 di vao doi song qua ndm dau, thang dau, ngay dau, gio dau. Trong tiéng
Han, “dai ké” (ga trong) gan am vodi cht “dai cat”. “Pai cat” 1a noi dung mot qué boi tot
nhat cho cong viéc hodc twong lai ctia con nguoi, duoc sit dung trong tranh thay cho 1oi
chtic t6t lanh nguoi ta giri dén nhau vao dip tét truyén thong.

Nhu vay, tt Pong sang Tay, tu c¢d chi kim, du ¢ dam nhat khac nhau 6 cac nén van
hoda, ga tré thanh mét biéu twong xuyén van hda, c6 stec manh biéu trung phong phq,
da dang cho nhitng y niém da chiéu, da dién va tham sau vé vii tru, nhan sinh, nhan
dang, nhan/tam tinh. Biéu tuwgng nay lam nén d6 sau, stic nén, tiéng vang ngan trong sy
tri nhan ctia moi tdc ngudi gan véi modi déc tinh tu duy, modi nén van hoa khac nhau.

Ga trong van hoa tin nguong nguoi Viét

Sy hién hitru cua ga trong tin ngudng ctia nguoi Viét gop phan quan trong trong viéc
kién tao nén mot biéu tuong van hda truyén thong. Cung véi nhitng vat nudi quen
thudc nhu trau, lon, ché, ga gan véi ngudi nong dan trong ltia nuwdc nhw hinh véi béng,
Ngay ttr nhitng budi so khai, ga va tiéng gdy ctia n6 da di vao doi song vat chat va tinh
than nguoi Viét. Khong phai ngau nhién ma ga (cung véi chim) 1a loai vat duoc thé
hién kha nhiéu trén tréng dong Bong Son. Hinh anh cua né ciing dwgc lru lai trong cac
cau chuyén than thoai con sét lai cua nguwoi Viét (Thin Sét, Cwong Bao dai virong), truyén
thuyét vé An Duong Vuong Thuc Phén, Son Tinh - Thay Tinh...

Trong tin ngudng tho cing ctia ngroi Viét, con ga c6 mot vi tri ddc biét quan trong.
Nhitng btic tranh dan gian vé ga ctia lang tranh Péng Ho (Bac Ninh), lang Sinh (Hué),
tranh khac gb d6 thé (Nam Bo) vira cd chitc nang trang tri, vita mang cong nang tho tu.
O d6 chita dyng nhitng ngudng vong, wdéc mo mang tinh tdm linh su sic: xua dudi ta
ma, xui xéo, ciu mong s¢ may man, phtic 1dc, an khang... Biéu tugng ga tréng phong
thuy qua nhitng btic tranh dan gian vé ga nhw Dai Cat, Vinh Hoa... duoc dat ¢ vi tri
trang trong triede dién thd Mau, Thanh, Ngti Phti cdng dong (mién Bac); hay hinh anh
Thap nhi thoi than sat trong dién tho Mau (Nam B6) duoc thé hién dwdi hinh thic
tranh khac gb (d6 th&) muoi hai vién quan méc 4o do ding canh nhau hay vé thanh
hinh muoi hai con vat: chudt, trau, ho, meo, rong, ran, ngua, dé, khi, ga, cho, lgn; hay
hinh anh ga nam trong b tranh cau cho gia stic, gia cAm tranh duwegc dich bénh (lang
Sinh, Hué) déu xuat phat tir tin ngudng mang dam mau sac dan gian [7, tr.482-485].
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Dac biét, theo quan niém c6 xwa, ga trong ting vao thang Giéng, ngay moéng mot cing
mang cam tinh ga (mong mot sinh ga, mong hai sinh ch6, mong ba sinh lgn... méng
chin sinh troi, mong muoi sinh dat), do do, ga biéu twong cho ngay Tét Nguyén Dan,
ngay mo dau cho mot nam mdi. Viéc treo hay tang nhitng btrc tranh Bong Ho, Hang

Trong, Kim Hoang (Pai Cat, Vinh Hoa, Phti Quy, Ga Pan, Ga Thu Hung, Trong Mai va
Dan con...) la mét tin ngudng, phong tuc dep khong thé thiéu mdi dd Tét dén Xuan ve.
D6 khong chi 1a mot thit bua d€ xua dudi th ma, ngudi Viét con giri gam vao mdi biic
tranh ga nhitng wéc vong vinh hién, giau sang, thinh vuegng, sung tuc, phon thug;
nhiing nguyén cau stic khde, may man, hanh phc, binh an, thuan hoa...

Ga trong dugc xem nhu vat thong linh gitra thé gidi con nguoi va thé€ gidi than linh, la
cau ndi d€ con nguoi giao tiép voi than linh. Trong tin ngudng dan gian, nguoi Viét con
gilt phong tuc cting t& than linh bang ga tréng. Phong tuc nay mot phan xuat phat tir
quan niém cua nguoi Viét xem con ga 1a loai tam sinh, dai dién cho troi, dat va nuéc:
dau giong rong, minh giong cong, dudi giong tom. Mat khac, hinh anh ga dang dap oai
vé, canh 16ng sdc s, tiéng gay lanh 16t con tuong trung cho ndm diic tinh t6t: Van (cai
mao dé twa mii cdnh chudn ctia quan van), Vii (cwra ga sac nhon nhuw ludi gwom), Diing
(ddu choi manh mé véi doi thu), Nhan (co thitc dn thi goi nhau cuing hwong), Tin (gay
séng dung giod, khong ngay nao quén). Ga dung lam 18 vat d€ dang cting than linh, t&
tién vao nhirng dip 18, Tét; ga goi hon nguoi chét trong 1é mo ctra ma; ga mang lai stec
khoe, binh an cho tré nho (tuc ra ga). Boi la 18 vat giao cam véi thé gidi linh thiéng, than
bi, dugc than linh giri gdm nhitng diém béo, trong tin ngudng dan gian, ga con 1a bidu
tiong ctia su bdi toan (boi chan ga). Nguoi ta tin rang, nhitng “chi ddu” trén do6i chan
ga la cach than thanh “bao hiéu” cho con nguoi vé tuong lai, s6 ménh. Nguoi Viét co
han nhitng bai phti béi chan ga nham giai ma cac 16i tién bao ctia thé gidi than bi.

Co thé thay, ga khong chi la vat nudi gan giii, than thudc ma con loai vat linh thiéng d6i
véi nguoi Viét tie khoi thily dén nay. Hinh anh ga lu6n thuong truc trong doi song, tir
sinh hoat cdng dong (choi ga), vo thuat cd truyén (Hung ké quyén) dén tin ngudng,
phong tuc, ton gido, nghé thuat va ngdn ngt.

Ga trong ngdn ngir doi sdng nguoi Viét

Ngon ngir la mot trong nhitng thanh t6 ddc trung nhat ctia bat ct nén van hda dan toc
nao. Ga va nhiing ddc tinh ctia n6é da di vao 10i an tiéng ndi ctia ngroi dan Viét. Dua
vao cac by phan ctua ga, nguoi Viét da sang tao kho tit veng phong phu lién quan dén
nhiéu linh vuc trong doi s6ng: canh ga (man che hai bén san khdu), lwdi ga (mot bod
phan cta ken hoi), rudt ga (mot bd phan lam néng trong am dién hodc lam lanh cho hoi
nudc ngung dong), cera ga (chot d€ git then ctra)... VSi nhitng dac tinh rat riéng, “ga”
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duoc st dung trong mot s6 thuat ngte chuyén mon ctia nganh y va tha y: cm ga, ho ga,
sui mao ga, quang ga, hoc xwong ga, ndi da ga...; cia nganh giao théng: 6 ga.

Hinh anh ga cling thuong dugc vi von, lién tedng, am chi
vé con nguoi: hinh ding (“Mat nhu ga mai”, “Mat do nhu
ga choi”, “Mat tdi nhu ga cit tiét”, “Da tréng nhu tring ga
boc”, “Da ga, toc hac”, “Thu sinh tréi ga khong
chat”...), hanh vi - tdm trang (“Ngay ngd nhu ga mo, 10 do
nhue dom dém duc”, “Ngo ngac nhu ga con mat me”,
“Nhén nhac nhu ga con gap qua”, “Dao déac/te tai/r6i nhw
ga mac dé”, “U rt nhu ga ri1/ga phi troi muwa”, “Ga mé ctra
ma”, “Lung ting nhu ga mac téc”, “Lo do nhur ga ban
hom”, “Lép bép nhu ga mo tép”, “Lop dop nhu ga mo
mo”, “Chai nhw mat ga”...), ditc tinh - phiim chit (che chd,

: yéu thwong, hi sinh, chiu thwong chiu kho - “Con rén
it | NN khong chung (chan) lwon nam ritng bay ra/ Con ga khong
Ga tring. Anh Trin Quang v nudi dang chin muwoi con”, “Cudc keo réo rit dau non/
Tho Ga ring tao tac goi con tha moi”; khon ngoan, lanh loi -
“Ga khon gidu dau, chim khén gidu md”; hiéu khach, than
thién - “Khach dén nha khong ga thi vit”), thin phdn (ham hiu, c6 doc - “Ga trong nudi
con”; kh@ s@, bdt hanh - “Ga que bi ché dudi”, “Va vit chuwa qua, va ga da dén”; budn te,
nham chan, vd vi - “Dudi ga cho vo”; may man, gap thoi - “Bim bip bat ga trong thién”,
“Ga ri mam gao”)...

Dan gian da tao dung kho kinh nghiém s6ng (tti khon) lién quan dén con ga: chuyén dn
udng (“Ga ba thang vira an, ngua ba thang vira cudi”, “Ga cua dai thit ran, ga cira ngan
thit mém”, “Ga doc thit, vit doc tring”, “Ga 1dm lung, ché sung d6”, “Cau hoa ga gio”,
“Cho thang ba, ga thang bay”, “Con ga cuc tac 1a chanh/ Con lon tn in ct hanh dé€ t6i”,
“Fch thang ba, ga thang bay”, “Com chin t&i, cai ngdng non, gai mot con, ga nhay 6,
“Pau ga dit vit”, “Vit gia, ga to”), chuyén chita bénh (“Ché lién da, ga lién
xwong”), chuyén chon giong, chin nudi, budn bin (“Ga den chan tring me mang ciing
mua, ga trang chan chi mua chi gidng dy”, “Vit ran, ga cp ché nudi”, “Chudng ga
huéng dong céi 16ng chang con”, “Giau lon nai, 1ai ga con”, “Lon nha ga chg”, “Lon
tha, ga nhot”, “Ga ngay gid, ché ngay muwa”), chuyén thoi tiét (“Chdp dong nhay nhay,
ga gay thi mwa”, “Co ga loang 16 troi d6 mua ngay”, “Rang md ga thi gio, rang mé ché
thi mura”, “Rang m& ga, ai c6 nha thi chéng”, “Cé ga mau trang, diém nang da
hét”...), chuyén twong lai - diém bdo (“Ga gy canh mot hoa mai, ga gay canh hai dao tac”,
“Ga mai gdy mai, lun bai ctta nha”, “Cho 1é tron, ga gy go”...).
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Déc biét thong qua hinh anh vé con ga, dan gian ciing glri gam nhiing bai hoc, triét ly
nhan sinh sau sac, qua d6 thé hién nét van héa, 16i sdng, cach ting xt mang dam can
tinh dan toc. D4 1a 107 nhin nhii than trong, can nhéc trede mdi 101 noi, viée lam cta
minh: “But sa ga chét”, “Ga ba [an v cdnh méi gdy, nguoi ba lan ngdm nghi méi
néi”; 10 khuyén nhii phai biét yéu thuwong, dim boc, trénh gay xung dot, mau thuan:
“Khon ngoan d6i dap nguoi ngoai/ Ga cung mot me ché hoai da nhau”, “Ga nha boi
mat da nhau”, “Chan ga lai bdi rudt ga”, “Ga nha lai bui bép nha”; 107 canh bdo vé tam ly
an thua, ghen ti, nhé nhen, dua doi, lam theo cé thé gay nhitng hau qua khon luong:
“Con ga ttec nhau tiéng gay”, “Ga chét vi tiéng gay”. D6 con 1a 107 ché bai ai d6 y vao thé
¢6 loi ctia minh ma hung hang bat nat nguoi khac: “Ché y nha, ga y vueon”, “Ché cay
nha, ga cdy chudng”; nguoi kém coi, thién can, khong biét nhin xa trong rong, khong
dam di xa, chi quanh quan mét noi: “Ga que dan quan cdi xay”, “Giét ga 1ay tring”; phé
phén ké ham loi, keo kiét, bun xin: “Ga béo ban bén Ngb, ga kho ban lang giéng”, “Dai
ctt sao 1ay hat da, dai ciet ga 1ay hat tam”; ké c6 thdi trang hoa, lang nhang, khong
dting dan: “Méo ma ga dong”; 1én an hanh dong mang ké 4c, ké nham hiém dén lam
hai nguoi than ctia minh, rong hon la hanh dong phan bdi dong bao, dua gidc vao giay
xéo TS qudc: “Céng ran can ga nha”; cham biém nhitng viéc lam khong phit hop, chang
di dén dau, c6 khi lai phan tac dung: “M8 ga dao trau”, “Dung dao md trau cat tiét ga”,
“Hoc nhu ga da vach”...

Bi€u trung ga trong ngén ngit vin chuwong Viét

Hinh anh ga khong chi xudt hién trong ngdn ngt doi séng nguoi Viét, ma con di vao
ngon ngtr van chuong véi nhitng biéu trung da dién, da sac thai.

* Ga biéu trung cho thoi gian tw nhién va thoi gian tdm trang

Tu thoi xa xua, tiéng ga gdy nhu mot tin hiéu biéu trung cho thoi glan ngay va mua,
gén véi doi séng sinh hoat, lao d6ng san xuét ctia ngudi ndng dan. Am diéu ctia tleng
gay trong ting khoanh khac ctia mot ngay va tirng mua cia mdt ndm mang nhiing sac

thai riéng biét. Gan voi thoi gian chay trdi tu nhién theo ngay va mua la nhitng cam
xtc, trang hudng, nhitng diéu hon tham sau ctia con nguoi. Tiéng ga gdy sang, c6 khi
giuc gia budc chan nguroi nong dan ra rudong dong (“Lao xao ga gay rang ngay/ Vai vac
céi cay, tay dat con trau/ Budc chan xudng canh dong sau/ Mat nhadm mat mo dudi trau

di cay” (ca dao); c6 lac thoi thic, thic tinh con ngroi trede mot van hoi mai (“Day!

Day! Day/ Bén an mot tiéng ga vira gay (...)/ Troi da méi nguoi cang nén d6i moéi” — Bai
ca chiic tét thanh nién, Phan Boi Chau); ¢ lac lai bang khuang, nudi tié€c, xot thuwong cho
kiép nguoi (“Tiéng ga da ron trong thon/ Nira doi phiéu lang chi con dém nay” - Giang

1o, Luu Trong Luw). Tiéng ga trua thi xa xdi, quanh vang (“Mobi lan nang méi hat bén

song/ Xao xac ga triea gdy ndo nung/ Long ruwgi budn theo thoi di vang/ Chap chon séng
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lai nhitng ngay khong” - Ning mdi, Luu Trong Lu); tiéng ga chiéu thi hoang liéu, nao
long (“Téi nga ba song, nudc bon bé/ Nira chiéu, ga la gay bén dé” - Em vé nha, Huy
Can). Mua xuan, tiéng ga gy nao nuc, twoi vui, hén ho; he dén thi day dut, bon chon,
xao xac; thu qua thi kiéu bac, mo mang, diu budn; ddng vé thi diu hiu, hoang lanh, xa
vang.

* Ga biéu trung cho khong gian sinh thdi - vin hoa lang qué va khong gian tdm twéng, ndi cim

Bén canh hinh anh gdc da, mai dinh, bén nudc, bo dé, hang cau, canh diéu, dong sdng,
canh dong thom huwong Itia mdi, canh co bay 1a bay la, tiéng chudng chua, tiéng sdo
diéu, tré muc déng, hwong bo két, hwong cau..., hinh anh con ga ttr lau da han in trong
tam thirc nguoi Viét va di vao th€ gidi nghé thudt vo cung doc dao. Mot lang qué thanh
binh, yén a (“Ga gay dau thon, gay gitra thdon/ Muwa tinh swong mat tan tam hon/ Bém
qua tat gié cay khong ngt/ Mua sém hang cay dimg nga ngon” - Ga gdy trén cdnh dong
Ba Vi dwgc miia, Huy Céan); & d6 chira dung su &m cung, than thudc (“Nguoi day ca, ba
gia [an théi bép/ Thang cu con ryui mat quét quang san/ Ciing trong ltc ga 1ong kéu
chiép chiép/ Va lgn chuéng un in giuc cho dn” - Sdng he, Anh Tho); c6 ca nhitng niém
vui doi thuong, binh di: “Tiéng ga gay oi! Ga gay oi! Nghe sao am 4p twa nghe doi (...)/
Cha day di cay trau kip vu/ Hat vang diéu thudc khéi mu bay” - Som mai ga gdy, Huy
Can). Bac biét, hinh anh con ga khong thé thiéu trong nhitng phién chg qué ngay Tét,
lam nén nét déc sac ctia van hoa lang qué: “Lii tré con mai ngam btk tranh ga/ Quén ca
chi bén duwong dang ding goi” (Cho Tét - Poan Van Cur).

Chinh vi cdi khong gian gan giii, quen thudc nhw vay, nén mdi khi di xa, bat chot nghe
tiéng ga gdy, trong tiém thirc moi nguodi Viét chiing ta ron 1én bao niém thwrong, ndi nhé
da diét. O d6 c6 nhitng ki niém ém dém, ngot ngao, tran day yéu thuong thué du tho:
“Trén duong hanh quan xa/ Ding chan bén x6m nhé/ Tiéng ga ai nhay 6/ “Cuc... cuc
tac cuc ta”/ Nghe xao ddng nang trira/ Nghe ban chan d& moéi/ Nghe goi vé tudi tho”

- Tiéng ga triea, Xuan Quynh); duoc dnh thitc trong mdi hinh anh than thudc va thiéng
lieng: “Con gép trong 1oi me hat/ Canh co trang, dai dong xanh/ Con yéu mau vang hoa
muop/ “Con ga cuc tac 14 chanh” (Trong loi me hit - Treong Nam Huong). D€ roi veeong
van, luyén tiéc nhé thuong, tim lai chdn binh yén va thoi gian da mat: “Dau r6i/ mai
ngoi do twoi/ con ga cuc tac/ trau nam nhai rom/ bat com gao tam/ con thom/ &n vita
ngon miéng/ lai wom tinh doi” (Dédu 1di qué hirong - Ng6é Nguyen).

* Ga biéu trung cho tdm trang, cam xiic da chiéu ciia con nguoi

Khong chi biéu trung cho khong gian va thoi gian, hinh anh con ga con goi day tam
trang, cam xtic cing nhitng diéu hon tham sau noi con nguodi. D6 1a sw c6i ctt, lac 18,
hoang hoai gitta ménh mang bién doi, dong nguoi qua hinh anh: “Mét con ga nho lac
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gitta thon/ Mat me bi thwong goi ditt hon/ Co phai long t6i dau quanh qué/ Kéu tim
long ban gitra hoang hon?” (Hoang hon - T&€ Hanh). D6 1a ndi budn nhikc nhéi, dau dén
tot ciing trong ndi niém riéng va cudc doi chung, ndi budn ctia ca mot thé hé: “Tieng ga
gdy budn nhu mau tra/ Chét khong gian kho héo ca hon cao” (He - Xuan Diéu). D6 la
ndi nhé dong day, diu voi, chita chan nhitng ki tic goi vé tir tudi tho: “Nhé bién mién
Trung tiéng song dua/ Nhé nha cha me, canh truong xwa.../ Nhé chao 6i nhd! Troi
xanh thé!/ Ga lai don thém tiéng gay trwa” (Nhé tudi tho - Ché Lan Vién). DPé con la
nhiing dém dai khong ngt, lo lang, bon chdn ctia ba me qué danh cho con: “Ba Bt gan
rudt bon chon/ Con ga da gay dau thon sang r6i” (Ba Bu - TS Hiu); la ndi nhd, tran troc
ndm canh trdng ngdéng chong ctia ngudi chinh phu: “Budn rau néi chang nén 16i/ Hoa
den kia vdi bong nguoi kha thuwong/ Ga eo 6c gay swong nam trén/ He phét pho ri
béng bon bén” (Chinh phu ngiam khiic - Dang Tran Con, DPoan Thi Diém). D€ r6i, trong sw
ngon ngang, bé bon cua cudc sdng, su phirc tap, xao tron cua cam xuc, hinh anh ga lai
hién vé vdi tat ca sy gian di, binh thuwong, nhung lai chita dung trong né nhiing tinh
cam thiéng liéng, cao quy nhat ctia con ngwoi - tinh yéu gia dinh: “Khi con ga nhuwong
thitc &n cho bay con/ Anh chot hiéu tinh gia dinh rat that” (Diéu binh thuong - Nguyén
Béc Son).

* Ga biéu trung cho sw chia ly va nhitng diém bdo bit an

Ca dao Viét da nhiéu Ian ghi lai nhitng tiéng tho dai khac khoai ctia sy chia ly: “Trach
ga sao voi gdy tan/ Chung tinh chua man, chuéng vang voi rung”, “Trach con ga gay vo
tinh/ Chwa vui sum hop da danh chia ph6i”. Am huéng ly biét ctia tiéng ga gay tiép tuc
ddi vé trong tho ca hién dai: “Xao xéc tiéng ga. Trang nga lanh bust/ Mat run mo ki nit
thay song tr6i/ Du khach di/ -Du khach da di r6i” (Loi kij nit - Xuan Diéu). Khong chi goi
ndi niém ly biét, tiéng ga gdy con mang diém bao bat an. Budc chan nang Kiéu khi dém
trd vé sang trd nén ngap ngng, boi roi, hoang mang trudc nhitng thang ngay mit mo,

day bat trac khi nang mac muu bo troén theo S Khanh: “Tiéng ga xao xac gdy mau/

Tiéng nguoi dau da mé sau day rang/ Nang cang thon thic gan vang/ S6 Khanh da ré

day cwong 18i nao” (Truyén Kiéu - Nguyén Du). Mot [an niva tiéng ga gitta dém trang

mit mu, hoang lanh lai tré vé mang du cam bat hanh, buén dau trong dém Kiéu tim
duong bo tron khoi ban tay nanh vuét ciia Hoan Thu: “Mit mu ddm cat d6i cay/ Tiéng
ga diém nguyét dau giay cau swong/ Canh khuya than gai dam treong/ Phan e duong
x4, phan e dai dau” (Truyén Kiéu - Nguyén Du).

Ttr mot biéu twong xuyén van hda, ga da in “dau chan” trong tin ngudng, phong tuc,
van héa nguoi Viét tir thud xa xwa; “bwdc vao” trong doi séng con nguoi qua 16p ngdn
tte doi thuwong va ngon ngt nghé thudt. Qua trinh dich chuyén, tham thau ttr “mau goc”
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dy da thé hién ddc trung van hda, dan tdc trong cach nghi, 16i néi ctia nguoi Viét. Bang
diém nhin van hoa, triét hoc nhan sinh, tinh than nhan ban sau sac, biéu twong “ga” da
goi day, noi két nhitng ky ttc van hoéa ctia nhan loai véi cude song hién dai.
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Cho - Tir biéu twong van hoa dén hinh tuwgng
van hoc doc dao

T bi€u twgng van hda, cho da tré thanh dé tai, cam hing trong nhiéu loai hinh nghé
thuat. Dic biét, trong linh viec vin hoc, voi sy thau hiéu va dong cam sau sac veé thé
gioi loai vat, cac nha van di sang tao nén nhitng hinh tugng dic sic, vita quen thudc,
gan giii, vira moi la, doc dao.

Thong qua thé gidi “nhan vat ddc biét nay”, nguoi nghé si khong chi kham pha nhing
diéu ki diéu ctia ty nhién va mudn loai, ma con thé hién chiéu sau suy tu, triét ly vé thé
gidi va con nguoi.

Cho - biéu twgng xuyén/lién van hoa

Tt lau, ché ludn xudt hién trong doi song van hoa nhiéu nudc trén thé gidi. Tie Dong
sang Tay, ttr c6 chi kim, ch6 da trd thanh biéu twong xuyén/lién van hdéa mang strc
manh biéu trung cho y niém da chiéu vé vii try, thién nhién, nhan sinh, tdm linh, nhan
tinh. Khéng chi gan bo véi con ngudi 6 ¢di dwong, trong van héa, tin ngudng nhiéu
qudc gia, ché con mang st ménh dan hon - dong hanh va dan dat con nguodi vao béng
dém cta cdi chét. Trong truyén thuyét, huyén thoai, ton gido ctia nhiéu nudc trén thé
gidi, ch6 thuong gan lién véi Than Chét, am phu, véi nhitng vieong qudc vo hinh do cac
than am ty hay thai am cai quan.

Tuy nhién, ché khong mang bi€u twgng thuan nhat, ma ¢ né ludén co sy dan cai cua
nhitng mat doi nghich nhau: thanh thién va quai 4c. O mot s6 cong dong, dan toc, chd
duoc xem nhu thuay t6 (khai sinh ra con nguoi sau con dai hong thay), nguoi anh huing

khai héa (sinh ra/danh cap Itra, thiét 1ap chu ki ndng nghiép), ngudi ban trung thanh

cua con nguoi trong cudc ddu tranh sinh ton, chinh phuc va lam chu tw nhién... Ché
duoc coi la loai vat thiéng liéng, bao trg, dwoc thd ¢ nhitng noi trang nghiém, than

thanh. Nhung trong tin ngudng, quan niém ctia mot s6 ton gido, dan toc khéc, cho lai
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biéu hién cho nhiing gi xdu xa, dé tién nhat: tham lam, pham dn, dam mé nhuc duc. N6
duoc coi la mot trong nhitng loai vat ban thiu va dang khinh nhat.

Trong van héa nguoi A Pong, ché duoc xép vi tri thit 11 trong 12 con giap, & chi Tuat,
va la moét trong nhiing loai vat thudc luc stic. V6i nguoi Viét, chd la biéu twong cua long
trung thanh, sy gan giii, nguoi ban dong hanh gitp con ngwoi canh gitr dat dai, nha
ctra... Cho da dat 6 cong dinh chua, dén miéu, cdng lang, cong nha dé canh béo ké gian,
xua dudi ta ma... Ty bao doi, nguoi Viét néi riéng va van héa A Péng néi chung déu
coi cho 1a con vat c6 thé mang lai may mén, thinh vuong, niém vui.

Du c6 nhitng ¥ niém khac nhau trong van hda, tin ngudng, ton gido cia moi dan tdc,
song ché van 1a mot trong nhitng loai vat déng hanh véi nhan loai tir thud so khai. Véi
nhitng dc tinh thong minh, hiéu y nguoi, trung thanh, sdn sang hi sinh bao vé cht, ché
duogc coi la nguoi ban tin cdy, than thiét, duoc con nguoi rat do6i yéu quy. Tt biéu tugng
van hda, hinh anh ché da dich chuyén, thdm thdu, bién hoa trong doi song con nguoi.
N6 chuyén cho nhiéu biéu trung ddc dao, tha vi trong ngén ng va van héa nhan loai;
tro thanh chu dé duoc nhiéu nha van quan tam thé hién.

Hinh tueong chd trong van hoc: hanh trinh va nhitng bai hoc nhan sinh

Bang su quan sat tinh t&, tri twdng tuwong phong phti, dic biét 1a tinh yéu thuong va sy
déng cam sau sac, nhiéu nha van da vé nén nhitng cudc phiéu luu th vi, hdp dan va
day xtc dong ctia loai ché. Trong hanh trinh &y, cdc tac gia da tiép can, kham pha
nhitng diéu bi an, diéu ki, sinh dong trong thé gidi loai vat. O d6 c6 vé dep cua tinh yéu
thuong, su thty chung, long trac an, khat vong sdng; cé ndi dau, ti 16i, sy hoang dai,
phan trac; va c6 ca cai khdc liét, hung bao ctia cudc dau tranh sinh ton nghiét nga véi
thién nhién va con nguoi. Trén tat ca la nhitng bai hoc nhe nhang, gian di, nhung vo
cling sau sac, tham thiy vé nhan sinh, nhan tinh.

G.Trdiepdnxki trong Con Bim tring tai den, Luis Prats trong Hachiko - Chii ché dgi cho qua
hanh trinh s0 phén ctia Bim va Hachiko da xay dung bi€u tuwgng vé long trung thanh,
tinh cam sau nang ctia nhitng chu ch6 danh cho ngwoi cht ctia minh. Bim la chti cho
thudc dong cho san quy, bi dong loai bo roi vi su khac biét vé mau 16ng, chu da dugc
nguoi tho san Ivan Ivannuts cuu mang. Tt cude gap go “dinh ménh” va sudt bon nam
vé sau, chti da trd thanh nguoi ban duy nhat cé thé xua tan ndi cd doc va nhiing di
ching chién tranh noi nguoi linh gia. Khi Ivan lén thanh phd chita bénh, 6ng da gui
chti ché than yéu ctia minh cho ngudi hang xém t8t bung chdm séc. Néi nhé chta khong
ngudi, chi bo an, va quyét dinh di tim cht cua minh. Lang thang hét noi nay dén noi
khac, gitta troi dong lanh gia, véi biét bao vat va, gian nguy, c6 ltc déi rét, cé khi bi bat
nhot, hanh ha, nhung chwa bao gio cha tit bo y dinh. Dén khi Ivan tro vé gap lai nguoi
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ban than yéu, hanh trinh ctia Bim ciing két thtc, chu da ra di mai mai.

Néu Bim di tim chu cho dén luc chét, thi Hachiko lai dgi cho su tré vé ctia nguoi cha
rong ra sudt 9 ndm dén mon mai, can kiét strc lwc. Hang ngay, vao mdi budi sang,
Hachiko theo chan gi4o su Eisaburo Ueno dén nha ga tién dng 1én tau di lam; budi

chiéu, ngay nao cling vay, vao luc 5 gio cht lai ra ga don cha ctia minh tro vé. Véi chy,
d6 khong don thuan 1a mot thdi quen, ma la tinh cdm chan thanh, 1a sw chd mong mét
niém vui, mot hoi am, mot su sé chia tir nguwoi ban gia. Dén mot ngay, con dot quy da

khién gido su ra di va khong bao gio tro vé, nhung Hachiko van cé mat ¢ nha ga ltc 5

gio chiéu, khong k& ngay nang ngay mua, bao tuyét hay gia rét, chd doi cho dén chuyén
tau cudi cung lan banh trong dém. Chin nam trdi qua, cha da gia yéu, tré thanh con cho
hoang khéng nha, khong ai cham séc, sdng lay 1at nho vao chut bd thi ciia nguoi qua
duwong, nhung cht van khdng bao gid bé cudc cho dén khi chét. Hinh anh “hai bong
tuyét roi xudng miii Bim va khong tan ra”, va Hachiko tiéu tuy nam bat dong, lanh
ngat, tro troi trén san ga vang lang da lam lay dong hang triéu trai tim trén khap thé
gioi.

Khong chi long trung thanh, cac nha van con khai thac nhiéu pham chat, dic tinh cao
quy khac ¢ chti ch¢ trong nhitng cau chuyén cam dong ctia minh. D6 1a cau chuyén vé
chti ch6 Winn-Dixie to 16n, gay tro xwong, véi su chan thanh dén ngo nghéch da tim
moi cach kéo con nguoi xich lai gan nhau, khién cudc song cuia ho day 5p niém vui, suw
cam thong, sé chia, voi bot ndi cd don va su mat mat (Boi vi Winn-Dixie - Kate
DiCamillo). D6 1a hinh anh hai hwdc vé Enzo, mét tay dua F1 ctt khoi, thong minh, 1ém
linh, can treong, song va chién dau hét minh bén ngwoi cha Denny (Nghé thudt dua xe
trong muea - Garth Stein). Hay vé Lad, chti ché thudc dong E-c6t, khong chi trung thanh,
thong minh, diing cam khi xa than ctu chu chét dudi, cudng lai ban ndng sinh ton, lao
ra nhan don ctia con rin kich doc d€ cttu médt em bé; ma trong cha con c6 mot trai tim
biét yéu thwong, mot tdm hon cao ca, biét hi sinh va day su bao dung (Lad: Ciu chuyén
vé phdim gid ctia mot con ché - Albert Payson Terhune). Nhe nhang, vui twoi, Nguyén
Nhat Anh trong Toi la Bé To, Xin 16 may, Tai To, Chii ché nho mang gioé hoa hong da tai hién
mot the gidi sinh dong ctia cac chi chd dang yéu: Bé To, Tai To, Bato, Xuku, Emé, Haili,
Pig v6i nhiing tinh cach phtec tap va mdi quan hé da chiéu. Mdi chti ché trong sang tao
cua ong déu c6 nhitng ca tinh va td chat riéng, tham chi la nhiing c6 tat, khiém khuyét
khong 1an véi bat ki con nao trong dan. Qua cac cau chuyén, tac gia da@ mang dén cho
ngudi doc cau chuyén cam dong va thong diép sau sac vé tinh yéu thuong dong loai, sw
bao dung véi nhitng diém khac biét ctia ngwoi khéc, va dac biét la biét nang niu ban
than, tran trong nhitng gi minh dang co, du chi la mot céi tén gian di.

Cac nha van trong tac pham ctia minh da xay dung chd nhw mot nhan vat dac biét ¢
tinh cach va doi séng ndi tam phong phu. Ngoi but diéu ki ctia nguoi nghé si da cham
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vao nhitng cam xuc da chiéu, khi vui khi buon, lic gian hon, nhé mong, ltc tai than, ¢
don, va trén hét la nhiing tinh cam sau ndng danh cho con nguoi cta cac chu chd. b6
khong don thuan chi 1a cau chuyén cta loai vat, ma ¢ dé phang phdt cau chuyén cta xa
hoi loai ngwoi vé cach tng xt, pham gia, lwong tri, nhan tinh.

C4c tac gia khi chon ché lam nhan vat trong tac pham cua minh, thueong dat chung
trong nhiing cudc hanh trinh: hanh trinh tranh dau, hanh trinh trai nghiém, hanh trinh
tro vé va ra di, hanh trinh kiém tim ban th€, tu do va chan ly...; va nhitng méi quan hé
da chiéu v6i thién nhién, dong loai, con nguoi, xa hoi... Véi mdi chuyén phiéu luu va

trong tttng mdi quan hé, bai hoc ma ching c6 duoc cling chinh la nhitng thong diép
nhéan van ma cac tac gia giri dén cho con nguoi.

Jack London trong Tiéig goi ciia hoang di va Nanh tring xay dung hai cudc hanh trinh
trai ngwgc nhau: tir van minh tré vé hoang da va tir hoang da di téi van minh. Stec hap
dan va nhan t& quan trong bac nhat tao nén thanh cong cho ca hai tac phadm d6 1a
nhitng trang miéu ta, phan tich tam ly tinh t&, xuat than ctia nha van. Ong khong chi
miéu ta nhitng chuyén bién phtic tap trong cam xtic ctia Buck va Nanh trang, ma con
cham dén day sau vo thuc, c6i a0 mdng hoang vu, noi ma cudc séng van minh chua
khai ph4 hét. Dang sdng nhu mot bac vuong gia, duoc kinh né, Buck bi bat trom, ban
cho canh 14i buén dua 1én phuwong Bac 1am nghé kéo xe. Tir day, cudc séng ctia Buck
budc sang mot trang madi. Nhitng gian nan, thi thach, nhitng mdi hi€ém nguy rinh rap,
d3c biét 1a cAch hanh x bang “luat duii cui” ctia con ngudi da cho Buck nhitng bai hoc
dat gia: sy thich tng va sttc manh quyén luc/vii luc; sy trung thanh, long tan tuy va sy
bdi phan, trdo trd; niém tin, long tu trong va su xau hd, toi 16i... Véi Nanh trang, sinh ra
va lén 1én trong su dit ton, khic nghiét ctia loai sdi, cung su thiéu thdn cta tinh yéu
thwong dong loai, cht da duoc giai ctru, thuan hoa va hoa nhap vao thé gidi con nguoi,
noi cht duoc t6n trong, che chd. Hanh trinh cia Nanh trang du chita day ndi nhoc
nhan, dau d6n nhung chti van kién cuong budc tiép dé cudi cing tim ra chan ly rat doi
gian di: chinh tinh yéu thuong chit khong phai bao lyc méi c¢é thé lam thay d6i duoc
tam tinh va hoa giai han thu.

Cling v6i motif hanh trinh, Phyllis Reynolds Naylor trong series Chii chd Shiloh, Miia sin
Shiloh, Giai cieu Shiloh, Ma Van Khang trong Ché Bi, doi liru lac va Luis Sepulveda
trong Chuyén con cho c6 tén la Trung Thanh da khai thac cudc tranh ddu cuia Shiloh, ché
Bi, Afmau truedc moi hiém hoa ctia cai ac va sy phi nhan tinh trong ban chat con nguoi.
Né&u nhir Ma Van Khang khac hoa hanh trinh “luu lac” ctia chd Bi tir quang doi nién
thiéu, thanh xuan twoi dep, dén nhitng gian truan khi treong thanh: bi bon trom cho
bét, bi tiém thudc ddc, bi 16i tudt khoi cdn nha than yéu, lén riing, xudng bién, lac vao
dao Khi, bi truy dudi... d€ ¢ thé kiém tim chan ly dich thuc, vinh ctru noi ty nhién
hoang da; Phyllis Reynolds Naylor miéu ta hanh trinh giai cttu Shiloh, va su thitc tinh
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lwong tri, hai chudc 16i Tom ctia ké thti 4c; thi Luis Sepulveda lai ti hién nhitng hdi tic
ngot ngao, twoi dep ctia Afmau vé nhitng nam thang duoc séng cung “nhiing con
nguoi ctia DBat”, roi sau d6 quyét tam bao vé “nguoi anh em t6t” du phai trai qua muodn
van hiém nguy. Du s6 phan khac nhau, nhung hinh anh chti ché dwgc cdc nha van khac
hoa nhu hién than cta cai Pep - long tu trong, song thuy chung, nang tinh nghia, khong
bao gio khuat phuc triede kho khan, biét phan biét tot xau. Dac biét cai Pep &y c6 thé
thtc tinh tinh cam, luong tri va dao dttc con nguoi.

Du ¢6 nhiing cach thé hién khac nhau, Jack London, Ma Van Khang, Luis Sepulveda va
nhiéu nha van khac déu da truyén tai téi nguoi doc mot thong diép gian di, sau sac vé
sw vi dai cia nguoi me ty nhién, vé mdi quan hé khong thé chia tach gitra tw nhién - xa
hdi, hoang da - van minh, mudn loai - con ngudi. Qua d6 nhan nht véi con ngudi hién
dai, van minh: hay hoc cach tran trong va gitt gin moi treong tu nhién, khong dwoc
vt qua gioi han va pha vo sy hai hoa ma vii tru va tao vat da sép dat, boéi do6 la coi
nguon cua su song, tinh yéu, stec manh va binh yén. Con nguoi ciing ding 18y stic
manh cta chiia t€ mudn loai, va ding bao gio nhan danh van minh d€ dan ap, chiém
dung va vat kiét tw nhién. Mot khi vuot qua gidi han, phd v sy can br?mg va hai hoa
von cd, tat yéu con nguoi sé phai tra gid bang chinh mang sdng ctia minh.

Nhiing cau chuyén cam dong, chan thanh vé nhiing chti cho6 sé con khién nguoi doc
khap noi trén thé gisi thon thitc, tran tré. Dang sau nhitng nu cudi va giot nude mat,
trong mdi s6 phan tuéng chirng nhu nho bé, doi thuong, dung di dy, cac tac gia da
chuyén tai cho con nguoi nhitng bai hoc ¥ nghia, giau tinh nhan van vé sy gan két va
tinh yéu thwong, long cao thwong va dtec hi sinh, sit bao dung va hoa giai han tht, nghi
lwc va khat vong song, tranh dau vadi cai ac, cai xau va bao vé cai dep, cai cao ca, sy hoa
hop va ton trong thién nhién, mudn loai... C6 thé nhiing chti ch6 khong thé lam thay
doi thé gidi, nhung chung c6 thé khién con nguoi cé cai nhin khéc vé thé gidi, va diém
tira clia cai nhin &y chinh 1a tinh yéu throng chan thanh. Va néi nhw Nguyén Nhat Anh
trong Chii ché nhé mang gio hoa hong: “Néu con nguoi ta biét yéu thuwong mot con cho thi
hién nhién nguoi ta biét yéu thuwong mot con nguoi; xa hoi nho vay sé bot di nhitng
chuyén dau long”.
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Con ché khoc dirng khoc ngoi

Ho hang nha ché that dong dtic. Khap nam chau bon bé chd nao ciing c6 chd. Ché
kiéng, ché san, ch6 chan dai, ché ti hon. Ché Bic Kinh, ché Chihuahua, ché Phii
Quaéc...

Théi hon vao dd

Nudc ta c6 ba giong ché quy la cho stia gau gau, ché da ngoi tro tro nhin thién ha va
ché rom, ché cé bi hat hui, quang bé ngoai duong.

*
Ché stia gau gdu
SS phan con ché bang xwong bang thit ctia ta thi ai ciing da biét. That dang thuong. An

thi bita d6i bita no. Lam thi chang tit chuyén gi. Don cho thang cu, li€m cho céi di mdi
[an ching “bay” ra nha. Nao la canh trom ban dém, canh nguoi la ban ngay.
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Thé ma con bi...

“Mot ngroi cudi ngua di dén dau lang kia, ¢6 con ché dang ngu gitta duong, bong giat
minh thiic ddy, dudi theo con ngua, sta can mai, lam cho con ngua so, chay l6ng lén.

Nguoi cudi ngua tirc gian vo cung, mudn giét ngay con ch6, méi bao rang;:

- Tao ma c6 sting, thi cho may mot phét 1a hét can. Nhung ma duoc, tao da cé cch lam
cho may chét.

No6i xong, nguoi kia chay dén gitta lang, kéu to 1én rang:
- Ch¢ dai! Cho dai!

Nhiing ngwoi xung quanh day, nghe tiéng kéu ché dai, lién vac gy, vac xéng ra dudi
danh chét con cho.

G6m thay cho 10i néi ctia ngwoi ta, c6 khi giét hai dwgc hon la @6 binh khi!”(1)

Ché chay ra duong khong xem huwdéng, xem gio. Bi chup mii, mat mang. Tu6i tho hé
mdm ngdi nghe thay giang. U U cac cac, khong hidu y nghia bai hoc. Chi thay s¢ ché.

Cho nudc ta duoc sinh ra trén manh dat dam da am thye. Nhiéu quan nhau.
“Con ché nha kia bi chu héa kiép. Xuéng am phu, ché bi Diém Vwong goi ra hoi toi.
- D6 cho chét kia, ai cho mi duwgc vinh dw gap ta?

Cho run sg, méu mao ké'1é:

- Tau Diém Vuong, con an ¢ hét long véi vo chong chu con tir tam bé. Nao trong nha,
nao don d6 do. Vay ma con van con bi chung n6é danh chuii, htiy hoai ca cai “tha vi” ctia
con. Pau qua Diém Vwong oi. Doi ma hét dong con, song am tham nhu mot hoan quan,
thi con gi la doi. Tuan vira qua, nha chung né bong vui nhv mé hdi. Nao rueou, nao me,

riéng toi, lac rang, rau thom, rau hing. Than con bi bam vam, chia ndm xé bay. Tung

bing 14 vong. Rwa man, tiét canh, do6i, gan. Nudng, xao, ludc, rim...

Diém Vuong nudt nuwdc miéng, cat 1oi cho:

- Bling noi nita kéo... tao them. Trong may ho hé thé kia thi ai ma cha
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mudn “danh” may.
Cho bén lén... toat mo hoi lanh.

- May bi giét oan, tao cho di gac Cau Vong. Cho ngay bon khon nan kia xuéng day, cho
may bé rang, xéo ludi, méc mat chiing né.

Diém Vuong cho ché choi tro can phtc, can tdi! Cé tiéng xi xao: Phen nay chiing may sé
biét... mém 6ng. Nhung...

- Con khong biét tra thti. Con chi xin Diém Vwong bat chting né tir nay phai ton

/TS

trong “cau quyén”, “tht vi”, cho con dugc nho.

- Kha khen thay. Hom nay ta hoc dwgc bai hoc Co dung nguoi dwéi méi la khuyén trén. Ta
sé can thiep...”.

Tt d6, trén duong gian bat dau c6 hédi bao vé stc vat, cd mi vién danh cho ché.
bdy la chuyén duéi am phu. Chuyén trén tran gian cting 1am li khong kém.
Nguoi Viét noi tiéng, dung hon la bi mang tiéng, hay an thit cho.

Song trén doi dn miéng doi cho,
Chét xudng dm phu biét co hay khong.

Nhung ai la ngroi khoi xwdng phong trao ha co tdy?

Str ky Tw Ma Thién ké rang: Thoi Xuan Thu (thé ki thiz 5 trudéc Cong nguyén) nudc Viét
va nude Ngd quyét thon tinh nhau. Viét vieong Cau Tién bi Ngo virong Phu Sai danh
bai, nho muu ctia Pham Lai, Van Chung ma nudc Viét khoi mat. Pham Lai va Van
Chung tiép tuc theo gitp Cau Tién trong su6t muoi ldm nam. Két qua 1a Cau Tién diét
dwoc nuwdc Ngd va xung ba.

“Pham Lai ben bé di tir nude T¢, giri thu vé cho dai phu Chung néi:
- Chim da hét thi cung tot phai cat, tho khon da chét thi ché san bi ndu (Diéu tin cung
tang, thé tir ciu phanh). Vua Viét la nguoi c6 dai, miéng diéu hau c6 thé cung lo Itic hoan

nan, nhung khong thé cung vui sudng vdi 6ng ta. Sao 6ng lai khong bo di?”(2)

Pham Lai cho ching ta biét nguoi Trung Qudc cling an thit ché. Rét c6 thé trude ca
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nguoi Viét Nam.
Dan nhau ngoi trong quan nho, xem troi bang cai vung noéi lau, ct bo bo... tw hao bay!

Hau hét ché ¢ Viét Nam déu an phan song cudc song binh thuong cua ché. Nghia la dn,
ngu, chay rong, trit nhitng ltc ndi hiing... a dua ban be:

“Con cho di gdp con ga trong maéi chao, roi nai:

- T6i trong cho gap anh mot chuyén, ma hoi mot chuyén. - Con ché méi hoi: Troi phu
tinh cho anh hay, ché phai choi sao! Sao lai biét canh ba, lai khi gan sang day ma gay;
ngay ngay cting vay.

Con ga noi:

- C4i 1a troi da pht tanh hé téi chiing thi gay. - R6i con ga méi hoi: Con nhwr anh lam
sao anh biét c6 nguoi di ma sua?

- V&n céi tam toi thudc dat: hé dong dat la dong toi tam toi, nén toi biét.

- Ma khi anh ndm dwéi dat thi lam vay, chd nhu khi anh nam trén van, thi biét sao dwoc
ma sua?

- Chitng t6i & trén van, nghe chiing sta, thi toi bat chiedc stia htia theo ma thoi. ”(3)

Con ché thanh that, dé thuong. Khong biét né c6 hila theo ban beé can can nguoi luong
thién khong?

Cho 6 Viét Nam thong minh. Ct nghe cho giai bay tam s voi ddm trau, ngua, dé, ga,
lon thi du hiéu:

(...)

Khi song thi gin giik cua doi
Khi thic xudng gite cau dm gioi
Ngueoi c6 phwdc mudng dwa ra khoi
Ai v6 nhon, qua chiang ding dau
Chii ¢6 long suy truedc, xét sau
Khi lam tir, gao tién tong ting
Chii dd co cong day, ngdi rong
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Mudng dé khong tiép rude dai dua. ..
(Luc stc tranh cong)

That kho tin! Cho chét duoc chu lo gao tién, tong tang. Nudc ta c6 chu nao tw t€ vdi chd
dén mirc nhw vay khong? C6 chi!

Thanh ngt Tién cft c6’ché duoc Tw vi Huynh Tinh Cua giai nghia la: “Ngu tuc hiéu con
ché chét roi, hon né xudng gitt cau am giai, cho nén phai cot tién hoi 16 ma tong tang,
hoa ngay sau n6 da khong can ma lai dwa minh qua cau am ti”.

Chu kia chac la an ¢ cting kha lem nhem, s¢ bi Diém Vuong chiéu ¢8. Han lo mdc ndi,
stta soan di “ddm mom” chui cho cai tii twong lai cia &am phu. Nguwoi mong dwoc ché ru
long thuong! Ché ¢ Viét Nam dang né that!

Trudc hién twong Tién cft c¢6' chd, gidi khoa hoc nudc ta to ra lo ngai, tranh cai s6i noi.
Phe theo thuyét tién hoa thi cho rang chd truyén bénh “cot tién” sang ngudi. Phe khéac
phan bac, dira vao lich stt xa hdi dé chitng minh rang nguoi truyén bénh “cot tién” sang
cho.

Tuy chwa c6 két ludn thdng nhat nhung ca hai phe déu déng y v6i nhau trén mét diém
la ngwoi gidng cho, ché gidng nguoi, ca hai cung biét loay hoay kiém song.

Dan den goi nhitng 6ng hen kém ma lai ¢6 dia vi cao, hom hinh 1a Ché nhay ban djc. Ban

doc 1a ban ngdi doc sach, con dwgc hiéu 1a ban bay d6 tho. Cé ngudi dién Nom: Doc 1a
chat doc, mot loai ba. Nghe cling hay hay.

Cho da
Ngay xua, nudc ta co Ché dd (Thach khuyén).
Lin ké xudn thu biét may muwoi
Ciea nghiém thiam tham mot minh ngoi...
(Hong Dtic qudc am thi tap)

Nguoi ta dat chd da dé canh gii chd tho phung.

Doi sau, nhiéu lang bat chudc chdn chd da d€ yém trir ma quy, bao vé dan lang. Ban
dau chon ¢ ctra dinh, ctra chtia, r6i dan dan chon ca ¢ cong lang, duwong lang.
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Tiép theo lang qué, dén luot cac nha giau ciing chén cho da.

Khi lam nha, nguoi ta tranh lam ctta ngd nhin thang vao trung tam nha. Nguoi ta cling
tranh dé con duwong dam thang vao nha, tranh c6 dén chtia & trudc nha. Néu khong
tranh dwgc nhitng diéu ki dy thi ngwoi ta chon & trede nha mot con choé da hay la treo
mot cai guwong 6 trén ctra chinh dé€ yém ta khi. (4)

Hang quy toc chdn ché da dé canh gitt, bao vé chd tho vua chtia. Nha phong thty chon
ché da d€ thay doi duwong co, am phan. Dan gian chon ché da dé xua du6i ma quy.

Cho rom.

Nhiing con ché két bang rom (s6 cdu) khi chuira bay d€ cting thi duoc cat ki trong ruong
hodc gio, bao bang gdm vdc, khi cing xong 10i, ngudi ta liéng chiing ra dueong, nguoi di
duong giam 1én dau, 1én cd ching hodc lwegm vé dé nhom Ita(5).

Ché rom bi vt ra dwong, bi nguoi ta giam 1én, hodc lwom vé d& nhém Itra. Nhu vay thi
ché rom khong phai la d6 t& 1é ctia triéu dinh, vua chia. Ché rom 1a d6 cting ctia dan
gian. Bén canh cho6 rom (hay cho ¢d) con ¢ rong dat cling la mot d6 cing.

Thanh ngt Cho co rong dit dwogc giai nghia la:

Xua kia ta cing t& thueong bén ché bang cd, nan rong bang dat dé dung 1é cing; chiing

cung xong thi dem di liéng bd. Nghia rong cua thanh ngtt 1a: Nguoi hodc vat ma nguoi

ta hét can dung. Cong than da dem md&i nuwdce lai cho nha vua, ma bay gio bi nha vua sa
thai(6).

Rong la biéu twong cua vua chuia. Cho la con vat gan gii dan den. Tai sao ché ¢6 lai nam
canh rong dat trén ban tho?

Cau tra 10i don gian 1a rong (long) ctia dan gian khac rong cuia vua chua. Rong cua dan
gian la con long xa (loai ran 16n), con giao long (ca sau, loai thuy quai).

Cho co, rong dat twong trung cho chd ngao, thudng ludng, ran giai dudi am phui. Nguoi
ta cting 1&, cau xin cho ngao, thudng ludng, ran giai ding sat hai nguoi chét ltc leo Cau

Vong qua song Nai Ha.
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Ché trong vdan hoc.
Van hoc thinh thoang cting mwon hinh anh con ché d€ vi von, ban luan thé su.
Nguyén Van Lac chtti bon lam tay sai cho thuc dan Phap:
Song thi bit tho thé kéu réu
Thic thd dong song xdc ndi phéu...
(Cho chét troi)

Nguyén Gia Thiéu than van cho cudc doi phu du:

Lo cir nung niu sw doi
Bikc tranh vin cdu vé nguoi tang thuong.

(Cung oan ngam khc)

Vin cdu 1a d&m may hinh con ché. Cudc doi d6i thay nhanh nhi ddm may trang bong
chdc hda thanh hinh choé xanh.

C6 nguoi lai mudn duoc lam cho:

Tau rang: H6 phdn ngu si,
Dem long khuyén ma dén nghi bé’song.
(Nhi d6 mai)

Khuyén ma (ché ngua) 1a 10i tw khiém ctia bay t6i d6i v6i vua hodc té d6i véi cha.

O hay! Sao lai vang thau 1an 16n nhu thé? Bay tdi c6 bon phan ctia bay tdi. T ¢6 phong
cach cua t6. Tai sao tdi t6 lai choi treo, doi so sanh minh véi chd ngwa? Vo6 tinh ha thap
uy tin cua cho ngua.

Cao B4 Quat muwon chuyén cac quan cai nhau dé chtii khéo triéu dinh Ty Dtec:

(...)
Hai bén cai nhau
Bén nay bado cho
Bén kia ciing cho
Hai bén déu cho
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R6i ho danh nhau. ..
Kinh nghiém song day nguoi dan qué mot diéu:

Chd ddu ché stia chd khong
Ching thing in trom thi ong dn may

Ngoai nghia den, nghia béng, ciu ca dao con phan anh nén dao i cua ta. An trdm, &n
cap, &n cudp, bat ké gia hay tré, 16n hay bé, tat ca déu la thang dang khinh. Nguoc lai,

an may rach rudi ciing duoc goi bang dng mot cach kinh trong.

An may ki€ém an gitra thanh thién bach nhat. An trom 1a phueong chi tham thut, 1én luat,
bat ké ban ngay hay dém khuya.

Cho ciing c6 dao li ctia ché: Con khong ché cha me kh, ché khong ché chii nghéo. Chura chéc
cho da thua nguoi.

Cac nudc phuong Tay ngay nay da thanh cong trong viéc huan luyén ché dé tim ma
tdy, chat nS. Nguoi ta dang cd gang day ché ngti dugc nhitng dong tién ban.
Ché nudc ta thuc t€. Khong mo mong dwgce cung chiéu. Chi mong giang son gdm voc
nay giam bét nhirng 10 sat sinh treo co tdy ngat nghéu. Bay, tdm mon an choi. Chin,
mudi moén an thiét. Bét nhitng tdm bang hiéu chao khach lung lang, cao gan bang mai

dinh lang!

Con ché khéc dirng khoc ngoi
Ong oi, bét nhiu cho toi dwgc nho!

Trong ngon ngtr hang ngay, moi ngwoi nén than trong dé tranh ngd nhan.

- Ché md la 16i khen con nit méi dé xinh tot, ma khong dam ndi ngay. Cdy cho dé la mot
loai c6 dung lam thudc chita bénh hau san (Huynh Tinh Cua).

- D6 ché md la cau chtii, khinh thuong ngwoi khac. Do cho dé 1a cau chiii tuc tiu.

Dting nhu cac cu van thuong noi, ct dung dén do 1a hét trang nghiém. Nhat 1a... 46 chd.

Ché Phii Qudc mot thoi noi tiéng tai... mién Nam nudc ta, nho cong ctia Fernand
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Doceul.

Doceul la mot vién chirc hanh chanh cao cap hoi dau thoi Phap thudc. C)ng lam viéc tai
nhiéu tinh trong Nam Ki, chuyén phu trach cac van dé vé sinh, chinh trang thanh phd
va cac loi ich cOng cong.

Nam 1886, Doceul roi Nam Ki tré vé Phap. Ong mang theo 4 con ché Phti Qudc (2 con
duc, 2 con cai) vé tang Vuwon bach thao Paris d€ tht nuoi. Giong ch6 Pha Qudc dac biét

6 bom 16ng doc sdng lung. Au chau khong c6 gidng ché nay (7).

Nhung, khong thdy Phap cho biét két qua nudi ché Pha Qudc di dén dau.

250



Con Lon un in... dtng hanh than toi!

Séach bao ngay xwa c6 nhiéu bai viét vé tranh Tét, tranh G4, tranh Lgn. Ai ciing khen
tranh dep. Khong c6 gi phai thic mic.
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Tranh Dang Mau Twu
Tranh Lon c6 ba tam: Lon i, Lon dn cdy diy (bién thé cua Lon i) va Lon ndi. Diém dac biét
la t&t ca lon trong tranh déu c6 cai khoanh tron trén minh va trén dui.

Y nghia cai khoanh tron nay la gi?

Xura kia, mot s lang mién Bac c6 tuc déng gép, chung nhau nudi lon i ¢& lam 18 t&
thanh hoang, than thanh nhan dip lang mé hoi. Lon i mau den, mit ngan va nhan, tai
vénh, lung vong, chan thap (T dién Hoang Phé).

Tai sao lai dat tén la lon i?
I hay Y (chit Han, bd Nhan) nghia 12 dwa vao sy gitip d6 ctia ngueoi khac. Nom na la 7
lai vao ngweoi khac.

Lonila “ong lon” dwgc dan lang nudi véi muc dich la nho dng di sang thé gidi bén kia
cau xin than thanh phtt hd cho moi nguoi.

Mot vai nudc khac cling o tuc nudi lon, tuy khong goi la lon i, nhung muc dich cling 1a
dung dé t& than. Dumoutier ké rang tai ngoi chtia Phat gido 16n nhat H6 Nam (Trung
Qudc), cac nha su 6 nudi lon d€ ciing t€. Céc gido si Hi Lap nudi lon trong khuon vién
dén tho Déméter. Dan chung dén dén Cuide dang hién mot pho twgng hinh lon dé xin
“sinh ndm dé bay duwoc vudng tron”®.
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Nubi 6ng i phai can than tr viéc dn uéng dén viéc tam rira hang ngay cho éng. D€ bao
vé ong chong lai ma quy, yéu qudi nguoi ta vé buia “thai cic am duong” 1én minh va
dui ong.

“Thai cuc am dwong” 1a mot hinh tron, chia thanh hai phan mau den va mau tréng
bang nhau. Trong phan trang cé mdt cham den, trong phan den cé mot chdm trang.

Mudn khac in ding hinh “thai citc am duong” thi chi ¢6 hai cach: hoéc phai “trd tai”
thao tac khac van, hodc phai to vé bang tay.

Nhiéu nghé nhan da chon giai phap thit ba la... “xi x6a”, bé hai cai chdm, khong t6 mau
den.

R4t cude, hinh “thai cec &m duong” cta tranh Lon vé ding thi chi ¢ sach cta
Dumoutier (1908). Tranh Oger (1908 - 1909) va tranh Dong Ho6 vé sai.

Nuoi dng i trén thuc t&1a mot cai va. Chang c6 ai dai dot dn com nha, théi tii va hang tong.
Lang bat phai tinh nguyén méi xong!

Nha nao ngheéo khong déng gép ndi vao viéc nudi 6ng 1 thi ty an i bang cdch mua
tranh vé éng i vé dan 1én ctra, 1én cot. Mot cach khuyén khich choi tranh Tét.

Lang Th. L. (Phtic Yén), lang Niém Thuong (Bac Ninh), lang Tich Son (Vinh Yén) c6 tuc
choc tiét, chém lon i tai sin dinh d€ lam 18 twong nhd thanh hoang lang xwa kia hanh
nghé... tudng cudp? O.

Choc tiét lon gitra tiéng chiéng trong, ho reo c6 thé kich thich tinh hung bao, gay anh
hwong xau lén dam tré con. Tuy vay, choc tiét lon van chwa da man béng chém lon. D6
t€ cho lac con lon bi nhét trong cti tho dau ra ngoai thi 1ap tic khua dao, chém mét
nhat that ngot! Chém lgn goi nhé canh Bat Lé mua thanh quat chém t tu trong Bita
riegu mdu (con c6 twa khac 1a Chém treo nganh) ctia Nguyén Tuan.

C6 nguoi dé nghi sang thé ki 21, nén bo tuc chém lgn da man.
- Chém lon 1a 1& hi truyén thong ctia lang, khong bo duoc!

- Tuc d6t phao cta ca nwdce con bo dwgc thi tuc chém lon cua hai, ba lang la... chuyén
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nho. Mudn bo thi cling dé thoi. Nén bé trude khi bi Hi bdo vé siic vdt ctia thé gidi phé
binh, phan déi.

Mién Nam c6 heo y (Tw vi Huynh Tinh Ciia). Heo y ctia mién Nam khong bi chém dé té
than, lai con duwoc han hanh tham du vao 16 cudi, dwoc cha ré mang biéu bd me ¢d dau
(Tir dién Génibrel).

Bén canh cai bua “thai cec am dwong” dé bao vé 6ng i, dan gian con ¢ thém mot cai
bua khac cting dé bao vé lon.

- Lon khong an, 1ay gidy vang viét may chit “Khuwong Théi cong tai thi” (Khwong Thai
cong & tai day) dan ¢ chuong thi khoi®.

Khi 1am nha, 1am 1& cat néc (thwong lwong), dan qué cling thuong treo bia “Théi cong
tai tha”®.

Lon duoc nang lén ngang hang véi ngwoi a? Khuwong Thai cong 1a ai?

Khwong Thai cong la Khuong Tt Nha, tén chit la L&t Vong, nguwoi doi Chau, hoc da sau
thao. Thud han vi bi vo bo di 18y chong khac. T Nha khong mang, c ng6i ban thach &
song Vi Thuy cau ca cho thoi. T6i 80 tudi, vua nha Chau rudce vé lam thira tudng danh
Tru, dung nghiép cho nha Chau hon tam tram nam®.

Tai sao Khuwong Thai cong hay Thai cong Vong la mot nhan vat lich st ¢6 that lai tro
thanh mot vi than ho ménh nhu vay?

- Vi doi sau... bat chuéc Ngd Thira An!

Ng6 Thira An (1500 - 1581) 1a tac gia bd Tdy du ki, k& truyén Puong Tang di thinh kinh
Phat. Ng6 Thtra An da bién d8i mot truyén c6 that thanh mot truyén than tién ma quai,
phu phép bién hda.

Téay du ki dwoc nhiéu ngwoi thich. Nhan vat Ton Ngo Khong dwgc ton 1én hang Té thién
dai thinh va duwoc mot sd noi tho.

Noi theo Ng6 Thita An, nhiéu tiéu thuyét than tién ma quai duoc ra doi, trong d6
c6 Phong thin dién nghia.

Phong thiin dién nghia dya vao truyén lich st “Vi Vweong diét Tru”, nhung tac gia da cho
quan thtra twdng Khuong T Nha pho tro Vit Vuong tha ho tung hoanh danh dep du
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thtt ma quy yéu quai, d€ cudi cting 1a chién thang Tru Vuong.

Thai cong Vong, mdt nhan vat lich stt bdng dung dwoc dan gian ton 1én 1a dting dau cac
than, bao vé tat ca moi noi, chdng lai ma quy.

Mdy 6ng biét doc sach Tau ngay xwa, doc xong Tam qudc chi ben ri nhau tho Quan

Cong. Doc xong Tay du ki 1a tho Té thién dai thanh. Doc xong Phong thiin dién nghia 1a
tho Khwong Thai cong. But chiia nha khong thiéng, di ciu Thich Ca ngoai dwong.

Nganh chan nudi lgn ctia nude ta phat trién duoc la nho cong stee ctia may con lon
hach, lon nai.

Lon hach (con goi la lon déi hay lon ca) 1a lon dwc nudi dé€ 18y giong. Lon nai nudi dé
cho de con.

Tw dién Khai Tri Tién Dic ¢6 lon cdn (dwoc dinh nghia la lon duc nudi d€ lam giong).
Theo Tir dién Hoang Phé thi lpn cidn la lon bot (lon da thién hoan, nudi d€ 14y thit).

Tro lai chuyén lon hach, lon ndi...

Lon hach ¢6 s6 dao hoa, ltic nao cling sung strc, birng birng khi thé, sdn sang di gieo
giong. Lon nai thi hién lanh, vui dadu nam day, ai mudén tréng khoai dit nay cling duoc.

Hai bén chi con cho 6ng chu di gdp ba chu d€ thoa thuan gia ca. Ding ngay lanh, gio
tot, lon hach tn in di phéi. Lon nai dang sot rudt cho. Bao dam két qua sé... con dan
con déng.

Bén mua, bén ban, bon dit mdi, tat ca cung duoc hudng lgi... hgp phap.

Vui vé ca lang.

Nam Tuét sap qua, nam Hoi sap dén... Thay béi, thay tudng ngam nhin troi dat, bAm
dot tay doan réng Lon, Heo sé mang lai an nhan, hanh phtic, “an no lai nam” cho moi
nguroi. Riéng dam tré con thi Lon, Heo cho an Cdi [w6i:

“Mdt hdm, nguoi chti nha bao tén day t6 rang: “May ra bat con lon dem lam thit, va
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xem cai gi ngon hon ca thi dem vé day cho tao”.
Tén day t6 vang loi, bat lon giét, va 1dy cai ludi dem vao hau chu.

May hom sau, nguroi cht mudn thit tén day td, lai bao né di lam thit con lon khac va
dan rang: “Xem c6 céi gi khdng ngon hon ca thi dem vao.

Tén day t6 lam lon xong, lai dem cai ludi vao cho chi. Nguwoi cha hoi: “Thang nay lao!
Sao Jan nay may lai dem ludi vao cho tao nhu lan tredce?”.

- Thura dng, cling mot cai lwdi, khi ttr t& ra thi khong c6 gi t6t bang, nhung khi doc ac thi
lai khong c6 gi xdu cho bang”. (Qudc vin gido khoa thue).
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Heo trong tranh dan gian
Trong cac btic tranh vé heo (lon) ngay Tét ¢d truyén Viét Nam, hoa si xuwa khong vé
tranh heo theo thé tu nhién nhw 16i vé ctia hdi hoa phuong Tay thé ky XVI, XVII ma con
heo trong tranh Viét dwgc nhan cach hda, cach diéu héa nén béo khoe, dep hon loai heo
trong thuc té.
Tranh dan gian Viét Nam vé vé loai heo ta thuong nghi dén cac bic tranh Bong Ho,
diéu d6 thuc dé hiéu vi tranh Dong H6 1a dong tranh ndi tiéng con ton tai dén ngay
nay. Con heo trong tranh Dong Ho6 1a mot trong nhitng con heo tao hinh dep nhat, c6 1é
vi bong H6 1a lang tranh gitta mdt vung qué néng thon nén da c6 céi nhin dep vé con
vat nudi tuwong trung cho sw &m no, sung tuc.
Trong btc tranh “Lon dan”, hoa si da vé mot con heo ndi mau tim cung an vdi ndm
chti heo con gom dt mau sac twoi tan ctia dong qué: xanh, trang, vang, da cam, hong
bén chiéc mang gd mau gu twoi. Con bikc tranh “Lon &n cay ray” vé da déc ta mot con
heo mau trang, ndi rd trén nén gidy mau da cam. May nép nhan & séng miii va mdm
heo rat hoat cach, heo &n hau hdu, mat xéch mé to, dudi va tai déu nhu cing nhau ve
vay.
Lang Bong H6 ¢6 hai btrc tranh ndi tiéng 1a “Lon an cay ray” va “Lon nai”, hai btc
tranh déu cé cai nhin mang tinh trang tri cao, hinh twong dwoc chat loc va dién hinh
héa. Hinh tiegng cac con vat duoc vién boi nhitng nét khac chac khoé ma mém mai,
khong chi dep ma con dung vé dac diém hinh thé. Con heo nao ciing c6 xody am duong
duogc trang tri trén minh, thé hién sy sinh s6i, phat trién.
Tranh vé heo dan gian xwta durgc in bang nhiéu ban van, moi van mot mau. Tranh
“Lon &n cay rdy” in ba ban mau mot ban nét, tranh “Lon nai” bon ban mau. Mau cua
tranh Dong Ho 1a mau truyén théng lam ttr cac chat liéu c6 sén trong ti nhién va duoc
goi la thudc cai. Mau trang 1a mau dic trung nhat ctia tranh DPong H6 duoc 1am tit vo
diép, sac trang c6 &nh 1ap lanh rat quy. Mau vang tit hoa hoé hay hat danh danh, mau
do vang tir gd cAy vang, mau d6 son tir dat son, mau xanh 14 cay tir gi dong, mau xanh
cham ttr 14 cham va mau den la than rom nép. Nhitng btic tranh vé con heo in trén gidy
diép éng anh va to pham ryec rd lam cho tac pham hai hoa vdi mau son son thép vang
cua bai vi, ngai tho thép vang, banh chung xanh, cau doi do, phao hong twoi ma gia

dinh Viét Nam nao ciing bay bién trang trong trong ba ngay Tét c6 truyén xua.
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Nghé si khi vé tranh vé heo da gui gam niém wdc mudn chdn nudi phon thinh va
cudc song dm no, hanh phc. Con heo trong tranh dan gian Viét Nam song dong, hon

hau, binh di nhu canh chan qué. Khong co btec tranh nao vé canh con heo gay doi, hodc

nhitng chit heo nhem nhudc.

Ngoai tranh Dong Ho, dong tranh Kim Hoang ngay xua cling c6 nhiéu btec tranh vé
vé heo rat phong pht, sinh dong, tranh Kim Hoang vé vé hinh tugng loai heo chang
kém tranh Dong Ho. Trén nén d6 cta gidy diéu la mot cht heo duoc in bang mang den
v4i cac nét vé thém vao bang mau trang, cai dep ctia su twong phan gitta d6 - den -
trang 1am cho bitc tranh kha khtic chiét, c6 dong, mang tinh tuong trung cao.

Néu nhu tranh vé heo Dong H6 dwgc ca ngoi boi nhip diéu cua hinh, cac duong
lwon ctia nét khic, dang chic khée, chit loc ctia con vat trong mot cai thé viing chai, thi
heo trong tranh Kim Hoang lai khac héin, n6 duoc tao hinh phéng tung hon va it chiéu

theo syt md phong tir nhién. Hinh tuong heo duoc cach diéu voi nét vé tay phong
khoang; miii heo véi hai 16 miii d3 bién mat, thay vao do6 la mot hinh dang nhw mét hoa
tiét may. Tai heo chi 1a mot hoa tiét hinh xoan 8c véi cac nét phdy but song song hudng
vé phia sau, khac han véi cac chi tiét vé cdu tao nhu trong tranh Péng Ho. Khong thdy
xody am duong, thay vao d¢é la cac nét vé doc than dé lam nhip ctia hinh twgng con heo
thém vui.

Tranh Kim Hoang duoc in va vé lam ba budc. Budc mot ho in nét den 1én gidy hong
diéu béng mot mau den nhat nhdm muc dich danh dau hinh dé t6 mau. Budce hai, theo

ban hinh da in trén gidy, tranh Kim Hoang duoc ddm mau ddc lén trén mat tranh ma
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nguoi ta goi la “chdm mau” vi thé mét tranh Kim Hoang ¢6 d¢ mau dam dac nhu tranh

DPong H6 nhung vi cham bang tay nén mau sac lai c6 d6 chuyén nhu tranh Hang Trong

Mau tranh Kim Hoang 1a cac loai mau kha phd bién trén thi truong. Mau trang lam

ttr bot phan thach cao, mau den lam tir myc tau, mau xanh luc, xanh duong, tim, vang

déu 1a nhitng mau c6 sén... duoc tron véi chat két dinh 1a keo da trau, khac véi tranh

Dong Ho6 1a hd nép. Bude thit ba, sau khi da td6 mau xong phai in lai ban nét nham cho
ban nét sac sdo, mau den tuyén khong bi 16 mau nhw tranh Dong Ho.

Tranh Kim Hoang (con goi la tranh d6 vi tranh chi in trén gidy hong diéu hay giady
vang tau), la tranh ctia lang Kim Hoang, xa Van Canh, huyén Hoai Ptrc, Ha Noi. Dong
tranh nay khac véi cac dong tranh khac & chd cac nghé nhan da két hop gitra in, t6 mau

va vé, khéc véi ky thuat lam tranh Dong Ho6 la thuan in, tranh Hang Trong la in va td
mau bang pham. Dic tinh nay gitp cho tranh Kim Hoang c6 tinh uyén chuyén vé nét
va phong phu vé tao chat. Nét vé cua loai tranh nay 1a nét vé hang loat theo kiéu hang
cho, vi thé nguoi nghé nhan phai chon 16i vé nhanh, but phép linh hoat kiéu quen tay
nhu vé trén d6 gom, str.
Cung v6i bong H6, Hang Trong, dong tranh Kim Hoang xwa da goép phan tao nén
dién mao tranh dan gian viing d6ng bang Bac bd. Trong ba dong tranh, ta cé tranh
Hang Trdéng 1a tranh phd thi (tranh ké chg) mang tinh thi thanh 16 rét, c6 1é vi vay nén
chang thdy tranh Hang Trong vé vé loai heo, mot con vat ¢ nhiéu 6 viing ndng thon,
ndng nghiép. Tuy dong tranh Déng H6 va Kim Hoang la tranh miéu ta cac sinh hoat
ctia lang qué ngay xura, nhung né rat khac nhau, tranh Péng Ho 1a nét khac chac, khoé,
ban in nhiéu mau trén nén diép, tranh dwoc in theo 16i sap ban (in nhu kiéu déng dau).
Tranh Kim Hoang chi in nét den nhu tranh Hang Tréng, nét chac khoé gidng tranh
boéng Ho6. Tranh dugc in theo cach ngtra ban in cdng véi vé va té mau.
Su bién doi cua thoi gian va doi song xa hoi hién dai da lam mai mot nghé tranh dan
gian Viét Nam noi chung va tranh vé heo noi riéng. Ngay nay, di san con lai chi c6 vai
btic tranh dan gian c6 xua, thé nhung cling gitp cho ching ta thay cai dep va doc dao

cua mot dong tranh c6 ctia nguoi Viét.
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